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ABSTRACT
Political Parties in the Arab East

After exerting an exhausting effort in an attempt to swim
among the conflicting religio-political currents in the Arab East
under the Umayyads (41 - 132 A. H./661 - 750 A. D.) without
being carried away by any one of these currents and without
getting drowned in the process, it seems wise to pull oneself
out of that whirlpool and to stand at a vantage point on the
shore at a safe distance from that turmoil to cast a comprehen-
sive look at the political life in the Arab East as it was in that
age which lasted for about ninety years and complemented the
incubation period that gave birth to an Arabic Islamic civiliza-
tion which reached its golden summit in the following age the
first Abbasid age. The life of the Pre-Islamic Arabs was totally
subjected to their tribal system which rested on the ‘Absabiyya
(blood-relationship) and implanted in the Arab consciousness
the well known tribal concepts such as: "one for all and all for
one” and freedom for the individual but not for the people. That
same system also implanted deep in the Arab subconsciousness
a strong tendency for selfishness and preference of individua-
listic welfare, which led eventually to disunity and to the crea-
tion of self-centred groups. Islam succeeded in establishing a
political Arab unity that imbraced all the Arabs of the Arabian
Peninsula for the first time in Arab history. For a while, it
seemed that the heat and fervour issuing forth from the fair and
tolerant simplicity of the new religion melted together all the
Arabs in its one crucible to the extent that purified them of the
sediments of their wild tribal heritage and their blood-thirsty
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'Asabiyya. But it was discovered later on that the tribal sedime-
nts were not actually melted down but only subdued and lulled
throughout the life of the prophet, the regime of the first two
orthodox caliphs and the first half of the regime of the third or-
thodox caliph. Then that tribal heritage raised its head anew and
broke free from its bonds in a violent devastating sortie killing
'"Uthman, the third orthodox caliph, in its wake and inflaming
war between 'Ali's camp on the one hand and the camp of Tal-
ha, Zubair and 'A'isha, mother of the believers, on the other,
then again between 'Ali's camp and the Umayyad camp all the
way dwon till the killing of Ali and the rise of Mu'awiya bin
Abi Sufian, founder of the Umayyad dynasty. When the war
took a new turn as it fiercely waged on all through the Umayy-
ad age between the Umayyads and their antagonists: the khari-
jites (seceders) and Shi'a (partisans of 'Ali). To add oil to the
fire, the Umayyads revived 'Asabiyya through adopting a poli-
cy of discrimination perterring Arabs to non-Arabs, and, within
the Arab arena, preterring Yamani or Southern Arabs to Qaisi
or Northern Arabs or vice versa. The situation was even more
complicated by the fact that the borders of the Arab Empire
were still expanding and it ensued that new racial stocks such
as Persians, Copts, Berbers, Spaniards and Indians were
flocking to the fold of Islam. These people brought with them
their own cultures, civilizations and religions such as Christian-
ity, Judaism, Magism and Paganism. All these factors mixed
together through inter-marriages and daily contacts thus engen-
dering intellectual currents that showed more conflict than har-
mony most of the time. The motives of that conflict, which
masqued or unmasqued itself in religion according to circum-
stances,were certainly socio-political. Iraq - especially its two
cities Kufa and Basra - was the arena where the various intel
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lectual currents competed against one another, and where ideol-
ogies, missions and dogmas issued forth to spread out to the
neighbouring countries first, and then to the rest of the Moslem
world. These throes of civilization resulted in the birth of the
various political parties called "Sects" by the historians of that
age because they all had to put on the religious masque in order
to be accepted by the majority of the people. In order to make it
feasible to identify the country of origin of each party, I have
developed relevant criteria by application of which I judged
three out of the eight parties t0 be outside Bilad Ash-Sham
five parties to be in Bilad Ash-Sham or func- while the other
tioning therein. The first three were: the Kharijites, the Shi'a
and the Zubairids, while the other five were: the Umayyads,
the Qadarites, the Mu'tazilites, the Jabrites and the Murji'tes. In
studying the parties, 1 tried to look into each party - wherever
applicable - through a five-point method: name, origin, ideolo-
gy, country of origin and relations with the other paeties espe-
cially the ruling Umayyad party. For various considerations, I
preferred not to present the parties according to their historical
sequence but rather according to a logical realistic sequence
which made it necessary to start with the Umayyad party, being
the ruling party, and to follow that with the Qadarites, the
Mu'tazilites, the Jabrites and the Murji'ites. y

After that I dealt in the same manner with the other three
parties judged to have been operating in countries of the Arab
East other than Bilad Ash - Sham in the following sequence:
Kharijites, Shi'ah and Zubairids.
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