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Abstract

Assessing Tenth Graders’ Abilities in Reading Geographical
Maps in the Schools of Ramallah and Al-Biereh District

This study aimed at assessing the level of 10" grade students in
the schools of Ramallah and Al-Biereh District in reading geograph-
ical maps and skills in deciding locations (coordinates and symbols)
on these maps as presented in the "World Regional Geography" text-
book for the year 2014-2015.To achieve this. a diagnostic test was de-
signed to measure the performance of the 10" basic grade students in
the district of Ramallah and Al-Biereh in reading the geographical
maps. The test consists of (30) objective questions. A questionnaire of
(28) items was also used so as to measure the factors affecting the stu-
dents performance in and their attitudes towards reading geographical
maps. The researcher also interviewed male and female teachers (13)
of the sample of the study. The sample of the students consisted of
1141 (male and female) of the 10" grade students distributed on 50
schools .As the population of the study is varied. the sample of the
study was divided into stratified sample according to 3 variables: gen-
der. the place of residence and the supervising body. The data used
was analyzed through using (T) test for each sample (One Sample t-
test). and using the (T-test for independent samples) and also by using
Pearson Correlation factor. The Cronbach's alpha was also calculated
to measure the validity of the instrument of the study which reached
(0.73).



The results revealed that the level of the members of the sample
of the study in reading geographical maps was low. The total mean of
the students performance was 42.2% which is 50% lower than the ed-
ucational level. The arithmetic mean of the sample was (14.1 out of
30). The results also revealed weakness in the performance of the stu-
dents in most skills in reading geographical maps which was measured
by the diagnostic test. Their level was just fair in 2 skills out of 5.

The results also revealed a vital role of plain maps in developing
the students skills in reading geographical maps. They also showed
the absence of relationship between students attitudes towards geo-
graphical maps and their achievement. The results showed differences
of statistical significance between male and female students in acquir-
ing skills in reading geographical maps. The results were in favor of
females. Furthermore. it showed the absence of differences of statisti-
cal significance between the students of schools in villages and cities
and the performance of students in governmental and private schools
in acquiring the skills of reading geographical maps. Therefore. the
researcher strongly recommends reviewing the content of the curricu-
lum of geography in all stages. The curriculum should be modified to
include the skills of reading geographical maps with focus on reading
the maps in all grades of the higher basic stage particularly grades (7-
10). This involves increasing the number of periods from one class to

two classes per week.
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