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Abstract

Despite the transformations on the interrogation techniques employed by the Israeli
Intelligence Agency in recent years, the substance of the interrogation process still works
on subjugating the struggler through breaking the condition of hostility and the will of the
struggler. The transformation on interrogation techniques as well as other political
transformations were accompanied by transformations on the confrontation techniques by
Palestinian strugglers.

The current research poses questions concerning different aspects of the confrontation in
the interrogation cells and the factors that enable the strugglers to practice sumud. It asks
if these factors are ideological, psychological, or social, and how these factors intersect.
In order to deal with these questions the research considers the interrogation techniques,
their working, their impact on the struggler, and how they are confronted.

The research methodology is based mainly on in depth interviews with Palestinian
strugglers who experienced the interrogation during the last six years, in addition to
reviewing the literature on the interrogation techniques and its confrontation.

The research resulted in developing an analytical framework for understanding sumud in
the interrogation based on the experiences of the participants and their surrounded
community. This framework focuses on the psychosocial aspects of the interrogation.
The main findings of the research illustrate that the retreat on the ideological level had
opened the space for the community, family, and friends to play a central role in the
confrontation. In addition, the interrogation proceedings and the sociological background
of the struggler, as well as the personality traits and the personality dynamics, all

determine the results of the interrogation.



Further, the ramifications of the interrogation experience accompany the struggler after
the interrogation and shape the social life and the social relations of the struggler.

The understanding of the psychosocial aspects and their role in the interrogation
experience open the question concerning the possibility of employing the research

findings in the Palestinian liberation project.
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