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Abstract

This study discusses Palestinian refugees’ protection gap, in addition to
UNRWA's role in undermining this protection through focusing on education,
health and food programs instead of focusing on a developing protection
system. The study also discusses the donors' pressure that is affecting

UNRWA's policies and programs.

The hypothesis of this study is that the refugees' International protection
system that was approved by UNHCR is essentially an exception with respect
to the Palestinian refugees. Palestinian Refugees were excluded from Article
(1-D). Morover, United Nations did not specify the nature of the protection to
be provided by the Relief and Works agency for Palestine refugees in the Near

East (UNRWA,) for Palestinian refugees who are under its jurisdiction.

UNRWA neglected legal protection, and it policy since 1950 were concentrated
on developing education, food, employment and health programs, which has
led once again to undermine legal and physical protection. Moreover, the study
discusses how the Palestinian Authority reinforced the undermining of refugees
protection gap when they asked UNRWA to stop working on ROA program
(which was developed during first Intifada) after singing Oslo Accords 1993.

The study attempts to clarify the concept and applications of legal and physical



protection regarding Palestinian refugees during wars and armed conflicts. On
the other hand, the study examines whether donors are able to fund protection

programs or not.

Finally, the study addresses the impact of the absence of legal and physical
protection on daily life aspects of Palestinian refugees in five camps in West

Bank (Jenin, Balata, Al-ain, Dheisheh, Aida).
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Figurel.1: Population of Palestine by Sub-District, 1946

POPULATION OF PALESTINE BY SuB-DISTRICT, 1946

PALESTINE
Distribution of population by

of Jews and Palestinians, 1946.
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‘The source for this map is the Supplement to a
Survey of (
Printer, June 1947.) It was subsequently
published as United Nations map no.
August 1950,

A to British

the
Bedouin population of Negev was approximately
100,000 In 1846.

SOURCE: BEFORE THEIR DIASPORA, INSTITUTE FOR PALESTINE STUDIES, 1984
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