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Abstract



"The Liminal Intellectual in the Palestinian Context:

Ibrahim Nasrallah as a Model"

This study examines the applicability of the category of Liminal
Intellectualon the Palestinian novelist, poet and activist Ibrahim Nasrallah.
The thesis covers the entirety ofhis literary journey: in terms of
production, practice and politics. It lays forth the basis for providing a
critical account on Nasrallah’s work without falling into the traps of

dogma, informative re-ordering, or generalizations of the earlier studies.

To uncover the origins of this concept, I explore a larger theoretical
framework on exile and literally production, with a special emphasis on the
works of Edward Said and Abdel-Jan Mohammad which entertain the idea
of exile as both a comfort zone and isolation from homeland. Employing a
modified version of critical discourse analysis, this study describes Nasrallah
as as Liminal Intellectual through providing a critical reading of his literary

productions and political activism.

Exile is not an absolute idea, for many exiles still live the (ab) normality of

9 ¢

their realities between “here” and “there,” “past” and “present.” Living
this kind of liminality, and often loving it, allows exiles to produce liminal
literature testifying to the presence of absence of their homeland, its

doomed realities, and aborted dreams. In this context, Nasrallah (living in

his non-Palestine, space and time) represents the liminal intellectual par-



excellencewhose writings are haunted by the great absence of its main

motif— Palestine: past, present, and future.
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