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Abstract

This study, which is holding the name “the Woman’s Image in the

Palestinian Novel: “The Family’s Mare” and “Praise to Family’s



Women” as a Model” aims at tracing the woman’s image in the
Palestinian novel; which revealed that they vary from negative to
positive, The novels featured the struggling mother’s image, who
sacrifices her children to defend the homeland or through helping the
revolution’s youth by informing them on the army’s movements, or
by providing medication or hiding them in her house. The education
and is clearly reflected on her thoughts and struggle— awareness that
made her a woman, who participates in demonstrations,
disseminating leaflets inciting against the prejudices imposed by the
occupier, which resulted her discharge from work or arresting her
several times. The positive image was also evident in the image of
the rebellious women who rebelled against the obstacles facing her
self-fulfillment, dignity and life. She is seen working hard in order to
provide livelihood for her children. In the other side, you see the
image of the classic woman, who cannot correctly control the
circumstances and thinks negatively when solving a problem. It also
appears in the image of the prejudiced woman, who is a victim of

male society under occupation and filled with longstanding traditions



and habits. Despite of the evident positive image of the woman,
represented in her education, struggle, positive rebellion, however,
this did not prevent her to appear in the image of the playful woman,
who practices illegal relations, in order to fulfill their wishes.

This study aims at describing the woman’s image in Mahmoud
Shugair’s two novels. Shuqair was able to depict the woman living in
the Bedouin and Urban societies with full reality away from
exaggeration or imaginations. Shuqair’s described in details the
classic Bedouin life of the woman in “The Family’s Mare” novel and
described how it changed in the “Praise for Family’s Women” novel
due to the advent of time, the transition of the family from the
Bedouin’s life to the city’s life, through intermingling with the urban
dwellers, and through exploring the different cultures. With these
changes, she became an educated woman with awareness and
culture. She went out to work after her work was confined to the
house and grazing sheep. This gave the woman a sense of
independence and freedom to some extent; the women got a

distinguished position in this novel, where her role emerged to be



positive and efficient. This reveals Shugair’s mindset and his view of
women through his belief in her role in building the society and the
necessity to equalize her with men.

The study also aims at showing the image of the girl that Shuqair
aspires to be in the future through his three books directed to girls
and boys: the novel 'l and Jumana" and the novel "A distant Planet
for My Sister Queen” and the story “a Girl and Three Boys in the City
of the Ancestors”. All images are positive, where Shuqair showed
through them his educational approach that he desires to address to
this group. These images were little similar to the images in the
novels “The Family’s Mare” and Praise to Family’s Women”, which
indicates that there is a wide gap between the woman’s image in
reality and the woman’s image, which Shugair wishes her to be.
These two novels (the main novels of the study) are addressed to
adults, therefore he depicted the reality away from imagination. The
other works however, directed to girls and boys, therefore, he was

keen to display the ideal image to the girl, in order to grow a future



generation believing in the abilities of the of the two sexes, and their
active role in building the society.

The study also researched the tile and the cover page of these two
novels (the main novels of the study), where Shugair’s view on the
woman was clear even in the title and the cover page, where the title
performed its literary role and the cover page has strong connection
with the content. At the end, the study researched the place in the
two novels, where it was clear that the place is an integral part of the
elements of the novel, as it is closely related to the personalities,
dates and events of the novel. Shuqgair could accurately monitor the
place, where the novel’s events are taking place. He also displayed
so much places with variety, which offered the novel extension and
width, however without losing its luster or distracting the reader. This
diversity and variety is consistent with the state of fragmentation and
instability, the Palestinian people live.

This study is divided to four chapters, preceded with preface on the
woman situation in Palestine and Mahmoud Shuqairs’ life. The first

chapter researched common models of the woman’s image in the



Palestinian novel; which appeared through these two images: The
Positive, which is divided to the rebel, the struggler and the educated
struggler. The other image is negative and is divided to: The Classic,
the abused and the playful. The second chapter researched the
woman’s image in the two novels “The Family’s Mare” and Praise to
Family’s Women”, where woman models in them appeared as
follows: The preserver of customs and traditions, the believer in
superstitions, the rebellious, the educated, the working, the
oppressed, the body, the beloved, the talkative plotter and the
compassionate (the good). The third chapter shows the desired
image of the girl through the three-works directed to the girls and
boys: the novel 'l and Jumana', the novel "A Distant Planet for My
Queen Sister, and the story " a Girl and Three Boys in the City of the
Ancestors"; matching this image with some of its images in the two
previous narrations. The last chapter researched the artistic structure
in the novels "The Family’s Mare' and 'Praise to the Family’s

Women" through the the title, the picture of the cover and the place.



The study ended up with a set of conclusions made by the
researcher, followed by a list of the sources and references referred

to in this study.
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