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United States Agency for International Development’s Propaganda
and Salam Fayyad’s Project
“Ending the Occupation, Establishing the State”
Abstract:

This study addresses the goals behind the USAID’s propaganda in its advertisements, and their
relationship with the former Palestinian Prime Minister Salam Fayyad'’s project “Ending the Occupation,
Establishing the State.”

Fayyad, as a former Prime Minister of the Palestinian government, worked on introducing the
institutionalization of a Palestinian State through his project (Palestine: Ending the Occupation,
Establishing the State), according to the details of the “Road Map for Peace” initiative, which postponed
negotiations vis-a-vis Jerusalem, refugees, settlements and the right of self-determination. These ongoing
policies do not only represent concessions from the pedestrian point of view, but they also go along with
the US agenda which had been the main and biggest economic and development donor in bilateral aid
since 1994, through its different programs and projects, which includes development, health, education
and reform, that amounted over 3 billion US dollars.

There is a working theory that claims that Fayyad knew very well that it was a big challenge to establish
his vision of the sought after ‘state,” on disconnected lands, and he would therefore have to provide
concessions in order for his project to succeed. His project, moreover, appears to intersect with the US
political agenda, and to a large extent with the isolationist agenda that basically quarantined Palestinian
populated centers from the ‘neighboring’ Israeli settlement in pursuit of the demilitarized state according
to Oslo Accords. Thus the project which was presented to the Palestinians through the USAID
propaganda, worked on persuading the Palestinian people (recipients of the conditional aid) to stop all
forms of resistance against the Israeli occupation and settlements, through the guise of creating healthy
conditions to enable the maturing of what is known as the process of economic development and
institutional building, best know as “the state of law and institutions.”

Therefore, the project as a whole is an invitation for coexistence with Israeli occupation, rather than
resisting it. What is feared now is that these USAID propaganda advertisements are not directed towards
introducing the institution mission, as much as they are used as a vehicle to coerce minds and manipulate
the formation of Palestinians’ political consciousness. Whereupon these ads construct a false
consciousness through convincing the Palestinian people that it is working to provide aid and
development.

As much as the Palestinians are in dire need to develop their own political awareness of the political and
economic projects offered by the former government of Salam Fayyad, or the USAID projects—they are
also in need to develop cultural awareness towards the propaganda mechanisms that are used in these
projects to adapt the Palestinian mind set for coexistence, and direct these minds to support the political
project behind it. USAID has worked to create an image of a the gradual development of the kind of
material conditions that can become the basis for a new reality that Palestinian communities should live
in. However, these ideas that USAID worked on planting and fostering in the Palestinian’s mind set did
not improve Palestinian’s lived reality, but rather, resulted in outcomes that served the interests and
objectives of the agency and further undermined Palestinian’s sense of agency regarding their role in the
dispensing of this aid. Moreover, this approach was not aimed to add a sense of trust in the agency itself
as the propaganda emphasized that the humanitarian aid was support from the American people to the
Palestinian people, rather than support from the American government, which acts as an intermediary
between both people.

In conclusion, this study argues that there is an organic relationship between Fayyad’s project (Palestine:
Ending the Occupation, Establishing the State) and the USAID projects, an agency that is self-declared



as a non-profit organization, with no political goals related to the Palestinian people. The indicators of
Fayyad’s project as well as those of USAID lead to the conclusion that it is an enterprise that is more of a
solution for the Israeli in-security complex rather than a project to solve and aid the Palestinian cause.
Given the support of the agency to Fayyad’s project and his commitment to — in his lexicon - securing
"vital services" for Palestinian society, there is a need for further research that will continue to monitor
these projects and provide analysis of information related to the US support of his project. However, there
is a big gap in the information available regarding the objectives of this US aid phenomenon and the real
purpose behind this aid. Towards this end, Fayyad’s project is worth studying and analyzing. This study is
the beginning of the road to explore the means of the USAID propaganda which is the most important
pillar in supporting Fayyad’s project.
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