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Abstract:

“Palestinians Prisoner’s Families in Confrontation with Israeli Bio-Politics”

The general question of this study aims at examining the impact of the Israeli
policies in general, and poi-power in particular, on lives of the Palestinian political
prisoners, the state of affairs of their families and the social unity within Palestinian
society. In addition, this study seeks to interrogate individual, grassroots and official
mechanisms used by Palestinians to confront the Israeli policies.

The significance of this study stems from the pressing topic it tackles in the first
place, given the impact of the Palestinian political prisoners on the Palestinians and
their cause. More specifically, this study aims at de-constructing the political, legal,
bio-power relations Israel have been imposing on the Palestinians since the Nakba of
1948. Political prisoners and their families suffered and transformed into security
and legal subjects within the divided geography of historic Palestine (the West Bank,
Jerusalem, Gaza Strip, the occupied Palestine of 1948) and the occupied Golan
Heights, and other Arab lands.

Utilizing the grounded theory and a methodic tool, this study conducted in-
depth interviews with freed political prisoners, their families, grassroots
organization and officials from the Palestinian establishment. This tool was coupled
with an in-depth analysis of the relevant legal, social, and political literature.

In addition to the introductory and concluding two chapters, the study is divided
into three part: Part Il, interrogates the social, political, economic circumstances of
the Palestinian prisoners’ movement in relation to the Israeli legal system, and the
endless ‘states of exception’ it breeds. Part Ill, explores the politics of resistance,
resilience, and defiance on the part of the Palestinian political prisoners and their
families. Part IV, covers the role of the grassroots organization, semi-official, and
official Palestinian parties taking part in defending political prisoners.

In conclusion, the findings of the study show that Israel’s legal system is a settler
colonial system that utilizes bio-power to ‘divide and rule’ the Palestinians. Yet, the
findings also show that the steadfastness of Palestinian prisoners, their families, and
the ongoing legal advocacy on the part of the grassroots organizations, and to a
lesser extent the PLO and PA efforts, have been contributing to produce successful
counter-politics of survival and triumph.
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