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Abstract

This study is mainly focusing at the beginning on the American context of the doctrine concept
trying to build a comprehensive perception of it, in order to facilitate the determination of its
existence to any president, where this concept is generally related to the foreign policy in

addition to the way, views, and believes of the president towards different matters and states.

Thereafter, the study moves to the doctrine of President Barack Obama in precise, discussing its
existence, intellectual philosophy which was the source of his foreign policy, behavior, and the

logic standing behind his implemented decisions.

Doctrine represents a concept in political field that is linked to the president's orientations,
ideas and principles, and the resulting strategies and policies that are implemented on the
ground to a relative degree, varying according to cases, sometimes in line with the principle of
case by case which is lead to pragmatism. But the difference in defining the exact definition of
doctrine as well as the relatively long period of time needed to determine its existence, and
agree on its principles to any president, has led to a great argument among scholars, and
politicians, especialy in the case of president Obama. Who managed a lot of unexpected crises

in different countries.

This study consists of three basic chapters, where it begins with talking about the different
related concepts with the doctrine, that are the grand strategy and the foreign policy, where
mostly it is scrupulously connected which causes a real confusion. However, the first part
cleared it out by resulting that the doctrine is all about an intellectual and philosophical
principles, generating strategies and policies that must reflect these principles but not
necessarily in a holistic manner, besides the differentiation between the principle and the
doctrine, where the first one is specialized in a specific area’s solo idea principle, while the
second is comprehensive as an integrated framework, in order to clarify the president’s

decisions, speeches and strategies.



Chapter two is employing international relations concepts and theories; such as US leadership,
intervention, democratization, dealing with allies and adversaries, and the use of force, in order
to handle the philosophical fundaments of Obama’s doctrine, followed by simplifying Obama’s
beliefs and perceptions through all what has been released by him and his administration, while
the third chapter represents the obvious implementation of Obama’s doctrine in his decisions,

and the way he handled the international and regional crises with different states.
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