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Silver Tetradrachms from Kherbit Beit Nasib
West of Hebron

By Issam K. H. HALAYQA (Birzeit University)

Abstract

This study deals with six silver coins of the tetradrachm denomination that were found in
Kherbit Beit Nasib west of Hebron. The coins are large, undated and struck over Roman
coins during the third and last year of the Bar Kokhba’s rebeltion (134-135 A.D.) against
Roman rule. They are relatively well preserved. The motifs and the texts that appear on
obverses and reverses of these coins are repeated and homogenous in form and content.

Keywords: Silver coing of Bar Kokhba’s war against the Romans. Numismatic finds
from Hebron, Kherbit Beit Nasib.

1. Introduction

The coins were confiscated from antiquities dealers by the Palestinian tourism
police in Hebron on 17" June 2001. After they were recovered, they were
brought to the Department of Palestinian Antiquitiés and Cultural Heritage' and
fabelled by national serial numbers (HB 4547, HB 4553, HB 4565, HB 4567,
HB 4571, and HB 4573). According o the antiquity looter’s confession 1o the
police department, the coins were illegally dug up and looted from Kherbit Beit
Nasib (2.5 km southwest of Beit Ula and 14 km northwest of Hebron, sea level
500 m, coordinates E-131050 / N-110430, not retrieved in a controlled
excavation). Due to these circumstances, specifying their archaeological context
is not possibie. The coins were not minted but struck over Roman coins? and
they reference the third year of Bar Kokhba’s war (134-135 A.D.). Apart from
light decay on the obverses and reverses of some coins, iraces of copper patina,
and the effacement of some letters as a result of usage, the coins are in good
condition.

! My specinl thanks go fo J. Yaseen, the Director of Excavations and Museums, M.
faradat, and Kh. Khanfar from the Department of Palestinian Antiquities and
Cultural Heritage, for granting me access to study this material in April 2015,

?  Bar Kokhba’s large silver coins were struck over Roman tetradrachms from Antioch
and Tyre, while most of the smaller silver coins were struck over Roman denarii
from Rome, Cappadocia and Bosira (Zlotnik 2008: 139). The overstriking of coins
extended from the reign of Augustus until the reign of Trajan and these coins were
widely circulated during the time of Hadrian (Meshorer 1982, 11: 135).
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2. Decorative Patterns

Obverses of the coins depict stereotyped, well-known and repeatedly given
motifs; they all display a tetrastyle facade® with either four pillars or modified
Doric columns (Muehsam 1966: 37). Within the facade is a design composed of
oval, dotied lines situated between internal columns, like an object hidden
behind a veil* A rosette’ (Meshorer 1982, 11: 272; Mildenberg 1984: 141,
1521t.) is seen above the tetrastyle facade. The reverses depict a centrally placed
large fulab® with a straight stem; and a small efrog (citron, citrus fruit)’ appears
diagonally placed on the left side of the /ulab either in the low or high field
(Romanoff 1944: 436ff.; Mildenberg 1984: 311, and note 103; see Meshorer
1982, If: 137f).

* Two interpretations, with no further explanation, have beer: proposed for this design,
either The Temple or a synagogue (Mildenberg 1984: 33). For a representation of
The Temple on coins, see Muchsam (1966: 4-18, 37-42). Madden (1976: 239, 244)
assumed that this motif depicied the tetrastyte facade and gates with “Solomon’s
cotonnade” befow them. Romanoff (1943: 175) holds the design to be the inner part
of The Temple. For other proposals, see Meshorer (1982, 11: 138-140). Although
there was no temple contemporary to Bar Kokhba (Mildenberg 1984: 31, 33 and
notes 80, 93}, scholars insist that this design represents the facade of The Temple and
it appears as a decorative element on all the obverses of the tetradrachms. This
insistence was based solely on the description of The Temple given by Josephus
(Jewish Ant. 111, 6, 4 (122F}; ib., HI, 7, 7 [181£]).

* Two identifications for this design were made: The Ark of the Covenant and the
‘Torah Shrine, See Mildenberg for the discussion (1984: 33-46),

> This motif is attested on many coins; some scholars consider it either io be the star
that signifies divine glory (Romanoff 1943:17 ) or an allusion to Bar Kokhba’s
nickname “Son of the Star” (Rogers 1914; 53; Madden 1976: 239).

¢ The fulab consists of three bundled branches (palm, willow, and myrtle) together in a
bunch, from the centre of which a tipped palm protrudes and is flanked by two tipped
branches, on the right myrtle, and on the left willow. The bundle is surrounded by
small peilets — an indication of fruits (Romanoff 1944: 437; see 1942: 7, 14; 1943:
172 note 157; Mildenberg 1984: 123). Four species of plants were used during the
feast of the Tabernacles: the fulab (palm branch) is tied together with the willow and
myrile branches and the etrog (Meshorer 1982, 11: 138). The use of these plants was
not only religious and political but it was also a reaction against the Roman laws that
forbid the use of these plants in the feast {Meshorer 1982, II: 141). See
http://www wildwinds.com/coins/greece/judaca/t html, Accessed 10 July 2015.

" Forils usage and appearance on coing, see Madden (1976: 73, 203).




Silver Tetradrachms from Kherbit Beit Nasib West of Hebron 21

3. Texts

Texts that appear on these coins are short in form and present ten characters®
that are repeatedly used on both sides of the coins. The inscriptions on the
obverses of the six coins are written in two groups of letters with the same
placement: two letlers on the right side, and three on the left side of the external
pillars. They form the well-known personal name Smlih® “Simon”.' Reverses
display homogeneity in content and in placement of the letters that form the
phrase & yrwilm “for the freedom of Jerusalem”.!! This text is usually
divided into parts that are inscribed on the right and the left sides of the hdab
and the etrog, and it reads counter clockwise from the lower right. The texts do
not indicate a date, but they are usually attributed to the year three (134-135
AD.) (Kanael 1963 60; Kindler 1978: 59),

4. Analysis
1. HB 4547

Object: Tetradrachm. Material: silver. Diameter: 18.7 mm. Weight: 14.27 g.

State: Obverse: well preserved, traces of copper patina are evident on the
upper and left parts. The three letters on the left side are partially damaged,
Reverse: well preserved, half of the dotted border line remains on the left and
lower sides. The lamed is erased and the raw on the right side is broken.

Mofif and legend: Obverse: tetrastyle facade with four fluted columns, and
an ark and scrolls in centre (viewed from the end). An inscription is written in
two parts (two letters on the right, and three letters on the left) on both sides of
the external pillars: it reads Em “Stmon”.

Reverse: fulab with a straight stem in the centre and etrog placed diagonaily
in left field against the lulab, both motifs are encircled by an inscription that
reads counter clockwise from the lower right; A yrwéhn “for the freedom of
Jerusalem™.

Find spot: Kherbit Beit Nasib, find context: unknown.

Date: undated, attributed to the year three (134-135 A.D.).

Parallels: Muehsam 1966 Type VII 13a, 15b,c,e-g, 16c, 18a, 19a, 20a;
Reifenberg 1969 nos. 166-168; Meshorer 1978 nos. 199, 199A; Mildenberg

¥ For the shape and the development of the letters on the coins during the period of this
revol, see Kadman {1934: 157-169); Madden (1976: 33f, table p.42); Mildenberg
(1984: 349-350).

®  The skin in §mish and yrwilm is round in the lower part, characteristic of this period
{Kindler 1978: 61).

% On this name which appears commonly on coins see Zeitlin 1952: 77-82; Madden
1964: 20-21; 1976: 193,

' The coins that bear this phrase are usually dated to the third year of the Bar Kokhba’s
war {Kanael 1963: 60; Kindler 1978: 59), and such a phrase is attested on more than
half of the coins of Bar Kokhba up to date (Meshorer 1978: 94).
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1984 nos. 49, 34-57, 59-60, 62, 65, 67, 70, 73, 77-78, 80, 87, 96, 102-103;
Hendin 1987 nos. 162, 163; Meshorer 1982, II nos. 52.

£

2. HB 4553

Object: Tetradrachm. Material: silver. Diameter; 18.7 mm. Weight: 14.08 g.

State: Obverse: well preserved, traces of copper patina evident. Reverse: in
good condition; motifs and letters are clearly discernible.

Motif and legend: Obverse: traces of a rosette above the tetrastyle facade
with four fluted columns and an ark and scrolls in the centre (viewed from the
end). An inscription is written in two parts on both sides of the extemal pillars
(two letters on the right, and three letters on the left): Smbied “Simon™.

Reverse: shorter /ulud in the centre and an efrog placed on the left side of the
Inlab, Both motifs are encircled by a text that reads counter clockwise from the
lower right: 5 yrwshn “for the freedom of Jerusalem™.

Find spet: Kherbit Beit Nasib, find’s context: unknown.

Date; undated, attributed to the year three (134-135 A.D.).

Parallels: Muehsam 1966 Type VH 13b-15a, 16a,d,f, 17a, 20b-f, 21a;
Reifenberg 1969 nos. 166-168; Meshorer 1978 no. 200; Mildenberg 1984 nos,
46-48, 51, 61, 63, 66, 68-72, 79, 81-85, 88-93, 101.




Silver Tetradrachms from Kherbitl Beit Nasib West of Hebron 23

3. HB 4565

Object: Tetradrachm, Material: silver. Diameter: 18.6 mm. Weight: 14.76 .

State: Obverse: remains of copper patina, the five letters on both sides of the
external pillars are slightly erased. Reverse: traces of black and brown dirt, and
remains of copper patina can be seen below the etrog.

Motif and legend: Obverse: tetrastyle facade with four fluted columns and
an ark and scrolls in the centre {viewed from the end), no rosette was noticed.
On both sides of the external pillars, an inscription is written in two parts (two
letters on the right, and three letters on the left): gmliih “Simon™.

Reverse: /ulab in the centre and efrog in higher left field, encircied by an in-
scription that reads counter clockwise from the lower right: vt yrwéim “for
the freedom of Jerusalem”.

Find spot: Kherbit Beit Nasib, find’s context: unknown.

Date: undated, attributed to the year three (134-135 A.D.).

Parallels: Muehsam 1966 Type VII 13a, 15b,ce-g, 16c, 18a, 19a, 20a;
Reifenberg 1969 nos. 166-168; Meshorer 1978 nos. 199, 199A; Mildenberg
1984 nos. 49, 54-57, 59-60, 62, 65, 67, 70, 73, 77-78, 80, 87, 96, 162-103,

4, HB 4567

Object: Tetradrachm. Material: silver. Diameter: 19.4 mm. Weight: 14.27 g.

State: Well preserved. Obverse: cracks on the left side and traces of black
sifver patina and dirt can be seen, the nun on the left side of the pillars is erased.
Reverse: it shows brown dirt, slit of breakage on the right edge, remains of the
dotted border line on the left and lower sides of the coin. The letters famed, het,
and resh on the right side of the efrog are effaced.

Motif and legend: Obverse: traces of a rosette, tetrastyle facade with four
fluted columns and an ark and scrolls in the centre (viewed from the end). On
both sides of the external pillars an inscription is written in two parts (two letters
on the right, and three letters on the left), it reads smlieh “Simon™.

Reverse: fulab in the centre and etrog placed diagonally high in the left field,
encircled by text that reads counter clockwise from the lower right: vt
yrwilm “for the freedom of Jerusalem™,
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Find spot: Kherbit Beit Nasib, find’s context: unknown.

Date: undated, atfributed to the year three (134-135 A.D.).

Parallels: Muchsam 1966 Type VI I3a, I5b,ce-g, t6c, 18a, 19a, 20a;
Reifenberg 1969 nos. 166-168; Meshorer 1978 nos. 199, 199A; Mildenberg
1984 nos. 49, 54-57, 59-60, 62, 65, 67, 70, 73, 77-78, 80, 87, 96, 102-103.

5. HB 4571

Object: Tetradrachm. Material: silver. Diameter: 17.7 mm. Weight: 14.73 g.

State: Well preserved. Obverse: the three letters on the left side are partially
erased. Reverse: the dotted border line is seen on the lower and the left side of
the coin, letters on the right side of the errog are slightly erased but their remains
are still discernible.

Motif and legend: Obverse: it depicts a rosette over the tetrastyle facade
with four fluted columns and an ark and scrolls in the centre (viewed from the
end). A text is written in two parts on both sides of the external pillars (two
letters on the right, and three letters on the left): it reads §ml&h “Simon”.

Reverse: inlab in the cenire and etrog to the left of it, surrounded by a text,
T yrwstm “for the freedom of Jerusalem?.

Find spot: Kherbit Beit Nasib, find’s context: unknown.

Daie: undated, attributed to the year three (134-135 A.D.).

Parallels: Muchsam 1966 Type VII 13b-15a, 16a,d,f, 17a, 20b-f, 2la;
Reifenberg 1969 nos. 166-168; Madden 1976: 239 no. 18; Meshorer 1978 no.
200A; Mildenberg 1984 nos. 46-48, 51, 61, 63, 66, 68-72, 74, 79, 81-85, 88-95,
101. Meshorer 1982, 1l nos. 51, 53-53¢.




Silver Tetradrachms from Kherbit Beit Nasib West of [Hehron 25

6. HB 4573

Object: Tetradrachm. Material: silver. Diameter: 19.5 mm. Weight: 14.37 g.

State: Obverse: well preserved, but it has traces of black silver patina and
brown dirt, the motif is clear, three letters on the left side of the pillars are
partially damaged but still legible, on the lower right edge there is small
breakage. Reverse: it has small breakage on the edge of the left side of the etrog.
The letters yod, resh and waw that form part of the word yrwslne “Jerusalem” on
the upper left side of the efrog are erased.

Motif and legend: Obverse: a rosette above the tetrastyle facade with four
fluted columns and an ark and scrolls in the centre (viewed from the end). On
both sides of external pillars a text is written in two parts (two letters on the
right, and three letters on the left): it reads Smlied “Simon”.

Reverse: lulab in the centre and esrog placed diagonally in the left field, and
an inscription appears on both sides: the text reads counter clockwise from the
lower right: l.t yrwstn “for the freedom of Jerusalem”,

Find spot: Kherbit Beit Nasib, find’s context: unknown.

Date: undated, attributed to the year three (134-135 AD).

Parallels: Muehsam 1966 Type VII 13b-15a, 16a,d,f, 17a, 20b-f, 21a;
Reifenberg 1969 nos. 166-168; Madden 1976: 239 no. 18; Meshorer 1978 no.
200A; Mildenberg 1984 nos. 46-48, 51, 61, 63, 66, 68-72, 74, 79, 81-85, 88-95,
101. Meshorer 1982, 1l nos. 51, 53-53¢.
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