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PREFACE TO 1927 EDITION

In the following pages I have attempted to give con-
cisely the story of one of the most interesting periods in
the annals of the world. In its extent and its political and
cultural influence the expansion of the Arab race can be
likened only to that of the Roman. But whilst the Roman
took centuries to attain dominance the Arab won his
place in as many decades. How an army, almost always
overmatched in numbers, collected from a congeries of
warring tribes divided by fierce tribal jealousies, who had
never before united in common enterprise, shattered the
seasoned cohorts of Chosroes and the disciplined and
well-armed legions of Caesar is, as Professor Noldeke
rightly remarks, a marvel. These unlettered soldiers of
the desert re-lit the torch of knowledge and gave an
impetus to civilisation which, without exaggeration, has
few parallels in the history of mankind. The story of
their work and achievements should be an inspiration to
their descendants; and not only to them but to all
nationalities who follow the Faith of Islim. For a
“ History of the Saracens ”is a record of the establishment
of Isldm as a world-religion.

A brief survey of the present position of the countries
which at the period under review in this work formed
part of the Islamic Empire may not be without interest.
Ibn Satd, the ruler of Nejd, home -of (the JZAwdin,
the Covenanters of Islam, has expelled3 from,Hi)az the
newly created King Husain, \has mcorporated it
with his dominions.

In Yemen, Imdm Yahya is dommant ransjordania
and Mesopotamia are in the possession of the sons of
the ex-King of Hijaz; a new Turkey has arisen from the
ashes of the old with a government animated by new
ideals. It has signalised its re-entry into the comity of
free natjons by drastic changes in its institutions.

£



vi PREFACE TO 1927 EDITION

Persia, the heritage of Shah Abbas the Great, where
the Caliphs reigned supreme for centuries, is still on the
march to win back her place among the free nations of
the world. The Kajars, after a chequered rule of nearly
200 years, have now made room for & new dynasty.
The present sovereign, Shah Rizd Khan Pahlawi, who
has established himself on the throne of Irin, is & man
of strong character and liberal ideas, and his reign offers
a hopeful augury for the progress and development of
the land to which many of the countries of the middle
east owed their culture. Afghanistan, where the conqueror
Mahmtd of Ghazni, ¢ The Right Hand” of the Caliph,
once reigned, under theguidance and rulership of a young,
energetic and patriotic sovereign of the Barukzye dynasty,
is making gallant efforts to lift the dead weight which
Mongol and Uzbeg had left in mid-Asia. Egypt, made
famous by the magnificent patronage of the arts and
sciences by al-Muiz, has now regained her freedom, and
is ruled by a constitutional government under a limited
monarchy, which holds out the promise of a prosperous
development. Ifrikia and Maghrib-ul-Aksa, the empire
of the brilliant Yusuf-ibn-Tashfin, the patron of Averroes,
like the Syria of Saladin, are either held or dominated by
France. Transoxiana, with the birthplace of Avicenna
and of Alfarabi, is under the heel of the Bolshevist.

This work is not a mere chronicle of wars and conquests,
or the rise and fall of dynasties. It is a record of the
copious contributions made by the Saracenic race under
the flag of Islam, to human knowledge in all departments
of science and literature ; of their marvellous system of
administration ; of their economic and cultural develop-
ment and the remarkable position held by women in the
social and legal system of Islim. The story of the havoc,

carnage and savagery wrought by the Crusaders and the
Mongols is told from the records of the people who =
suffered.
AMEER ALL

December 1926.




PREFACE

‘Or all the older nations that have carried their
arms across vast continents, that have left ineffaceable
marks of their achievements on the pages of history, and
enriched the world of thought by their discoveries and
speculations, the Saracens stand to us the closest in time.
Modern Europe is still working with the legacy they left
behind, with the intellectual wealth they stored for their
successors. It is, therefore, a matter of regret that in
the West a knowledge of their history should be more or
less confined to specialists; whilst in India, a country
which was at one time peculiarly subject to the influence
of their civilisation, it should be almost unknown. Much
of this no doubt is due to the absence of a proper work
on the subject. To arrest attention, to enlist sympathy,
to evoke interest, something more is needed than a bare
narration of wars and conquests, more especially in the
case of a people whose name, unlike the Romans and
Greeks, has not been made familiar from childhood. In
order to prove attractive and interesting, a history of the
Saracens should contain not merely a description of
their military successes, but also tell us something of
their inner life and their social and economic develop-
ment. Such a work, by tracing the affinity of modern
civilisation to theirs, might serve to remove many pre-
judices and some of the bitterness engendered by the
conflict and quarrels of centuries.
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The volume I now offer to the public was undertaken
with the object of supplying the want of a history
modelled on the above lines. I have endeavoured to
describe in these pages the ethical and moral move-
ment that led to the sudden uprise and overflow of the
Saracenic race and their extraordinary growth and ex-
pansion, to depict the remarkable process of evolution
by which a patriarchal rule developed into one of the
most civilised systems of government, the machinery of
their administration, the state of their culture in all its
phases, the condition of the people, the position of their
women, their mode of life, and finally the causes which
brought about the collapse of their wonderful civilisa-
tion. The work was originally designed to be of a more
compendious character, but the courtesy of my pub-
lishers has enabled me to give effect to the suggestion
of competent scholars, some especially interested in
University education in India, and thus to enlarge its
scope without impairing its general conciseness. Con-
sidering that it has been carried through the press in the
midst of heavy judicial duties, I can hardly expect it to
be free from flaws. Besides, the absence of libraries
such as exist in London, Paris, and other great cities
in Europe render literary undertakings of every kind
in the East peculiarly difficult. I trust, therefore, that
allowance will be made for any shortcomings that may
be found in the book. I venture, however, to hope that
it may be the means of extending among the two great
communities of India a knowledge of the civilisation
and culture of Western Asia in the Middle Ages. To
my mind, such a knowledge is of extreme importance,
for whilst it may teach the Moslem the value of the
opportunity for social and intellectual regeneration
afforded by a liberal and impartial government, it can-
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not fail to be of profit also to others, in widening their
sympathies. The story of the Saracens, like those of
many other people, tells us that although each community
must work out its regeneration according to its individual
genius, yet none can afford to wrap itself in the mantle
of a dead Past without the fatal certainty of extinction.
It teaches us that moral worth, scholarship, and intellectual
attainments, however lightly, owing to factitious causes,
they may be thought of for a while, must in time exercise
their legitimate influence on society; that self-restraint
and steadiness of purpose are qualities which cannot be
over-rated.

The racial pride which caused the Saracen to look
down on conquered nations, his failure to recognise that
mere justice never won the affection of subject peoples,
that to achieve this something more was needed—the
sympathy of a Mamfn, the large-heartedness of a Néasir
—that neither nations nor individuals lose by generous,
courteous, and liberal dealing—the encouragement in
later times of intrigue, sycophancy, and ' unworthiness
with such disastrous results to the Arab’s power and
greatness—may all be ascribed to one cause. History,
. which comes down to us “rich with the spoils of
time,” had no lesson for him. The Saracen’s genius
for government was intuitive, inborn, self-taught—not
acquired. With an overweening sense of pride in his
race and creed, for which allowance can easily be made,
he stalked through the world feeling, although not pro-
claiming, that he was an Arab citizen, 2 member of a
great and powerful commonwealth. There was no critical
Schopenhauer to laugh him to scorn. Even the tactless
treatment of the barbarian tribesmen of Northern Spain
~ must be ascribed to the same cause. The great Hajib
could weep that the lesson of conciliation came too late.
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Gibbon’s sketch of the rise and progress of the Arab
power, in spite of the paucity of the materials at his
command, will always remain a grand masterpiece of
historical effort. The other works in the English language
require no specific notice ; each, in its own way, is ad-
mirable, and fulfils a purpose in the economy of literature.
But there are some in the continental languages which
cannot be passed over without a distinct recognition
from the students of history. To Caussin de Perceval,
Dozy, Des Vergers, de Slane, Fresnel, Sédillot, Berchem,
von Hammer, von Kremer, Wustenfeld, Noldeke, Amari,
among many others almost equally distinguished, the
world of letters owes a special debt of gratitude.

I have dealt very briefly with the pre-Islamite history
of the Arabs, and the work and ministry of the Arabian
Prophet. More space has been devoted to the Republic.
The Ommeyade and Abbasside periods have, I hope, been
treated with sufficient fulness to make the account in-
teresting without being wearisome. It was somewhat
difficult to compress the story of the eight centuries during
which the Saracens held Spain, within about a hundred
pages; and yet the reader will, I trust, find that nothing
of importance has been omitted. The account of the
Saracens in Northern Africa occupies a very small com-
pass, and naturally so, for the glory of the Fatimides ex-
pired with them, and their culture sunk into the sands
under the misrule of the later Mamelukes. To each
period is attached in the shape of a Retrospect a de-
scription of the intellectual, social, and economic con-
dition of the people, of their manners and customs,
and their system of administration. ‘

AMEER ALL

- Daylesford, Sunningdale,
October 1898. ‘
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N.B.—The letter &s (pronounced by the Arab with a lisp like #%
in thin), to a non-Arab conveys a sound almost identical with s in
sin, and he accordingly pronounces it as such. Nor, unless an
Arabic scholar, does he perceive any difference between 2, o

(sin) or o (sdd). He pronounces them all alike. Similarly 3 (sd?),
j (say), & (sdd—pronounced by the Arab something like d/dd),

and 1 (s6/) convey to the non-Arab almost identical sounds ; cer-
tainly he cannot help pronouncing them identically. He also per-
ceives no difference between s (soft ) and b (73%), or between the
hard aspirate (in Ahmed, Mohammed, Mahmid, etc.) and the

softer ¢ used in Harfin.

I have therefore not attempted to differentiate these letters by
dots or commas, which, however useful for purposes of translation
into Arabic, Persian, Turkish or Urdu, is only bewildering to a
reader unacquainted with the Arabicalphabet and pronunciation. I
have given the words generally as pronounced by non-Arabs. In
some instances I have indicated both forms, asin the case of Harsama
(with a &), Hazramaut (with a z4), etc. 'With regard to Ibn ul-
Athir, which is spelt witha &, I have adhered to the shape it has
assumed in works in the European languages.

The ordinary fatha I have represented by a (pronounced as # in
““cut™ or ““but”), excepting in such words as are now commonly
written in English with an ¢, as Seljik (pronounced Saljik),
Merwan (pronounced Marwén), etc.; the ordinary zamma by u,
pronounced like z in ‘“pull,” as Buldén ; the ordinary Zasra with
the letter 7, asin Misr. Aliph with the fatka is represented by &, as
in ““had”; Aliph with the zemma, by 22as in Abd zl-Muttalib ; with
a kasra by 7 as in Ibn AbZ’l Jawdri.  Waw (with a zamma) by o0 and
sometimes by 4. Although, like Kifa and several other words, the
last syllables in Mahm{d, Har(in and Mamfin are spelt with a waw,
to have represented them byan o or 4 would have conveyed a wholly
wrong notion of the pronunciation, which is like oo ; I have, there-
fore, used # to represent waw in such words. ?Warw with a fatka T
bave represented by oz, as in Moudid. Y4 with a 4asra, when used
in the middle of a word, I have represented by 7, as in Aarish. But
in Ameer I have kept the classical and time-honoured ee. V&
with a fatha, similarly situated, by a7 as in Zaid. YZ with a fatia
at the beginning of a word is represented by 37, as in Yezid ; with a
samma by yu, as in Yusuf. Excepting such wordsas are commonly
known to be spelt with an ain ( 8), as Abd in Abdul Malik, Abdur
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Rahmin, Arab, Abbis, Aziz, etc., I have tried to convey the slightly
prolonged guttural sound of that peculiar letter (when with fatha)
by aa as in aasker. In Mustain, however, the aiz (with the fatka)
is represented with one @ in order to avoid the ugliness of aaf.
I have not attempted, however, to distinguish in any particular way
the ain with a zamma, or kasra, but the Arabic scholar knows
that Mutasim, Mutazid, Mutamid, Muiz, Muiz, Mudwiyeh, etc., are
spelt with an aéz where the sound is represented by z. Similarly
ImAd, Ilm, etc., begin with ain (with dasra); whilst Itibér,
Itiméd, etc., begin with a/iph and ain. With regard to names which
have become familiar in certain garbs I have made no alteration,
such as Omar, Abdulldh, Basra (spelt with a sdd), etc
Ghain (&) is represented. by g#, but (3 I have not attempted to

differentiate from 4. The common g (the Persian g4f) and g have

no place in the Arabic alphabet, and therefore the Persian g and 2
are transformed in Arabic into 4 and & or p% (f), as in Atibek and
Isphahin, . is represented by 4%

The Alz'p/z in certain words, like Tarick (spelt with a § and 3)
Widi, Waris (spelt with a s at the end), etc., isalways pronounced
by the Hijizian Arabs, Persians, and other Westerns like az in
Maurice. * The / of a/ when occurring before certain letters (technic-

. ally called skamsick) is assimilated with them in sound, as as%-Shams,

ad-dfn, ar-Razd, as-Saldt, etc.

In the accentuation of geographical names I have followed the
Mujam ul-Buldin, Generally, however, I have adhered to the
sound rather than the letter, and therefore I hardly think there is
absolute uniformity throughout Titles and surnames are given in
ltaGCs

«¥x In the transliteration of the word ‘“Mntazila” I have
followed in this issue the Lisds-ul-Arab.
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A SHORT HISTORY OF

THE SARACENS

CHAPTER I

Arabia—Its Geographical and Physical Condition—The Ancient
Arabs,

ARABIA is a large tract of country in the south-west of
Asia. It is bounded on the north by the Syrian Desert;
on the east by the Persian Gulf; on the south by the
Indian Ocean ; and on the west by the Red Sea. This
vast region, which embraces an area twice the size of
France at the height of her greatness, is divided into
several parts or provinces, differing more or less from
each other in the character of their soil, their climate,
and the appearance of the people.

To the north, lies the hilly portion, which in olden
times was inhabited by the Edomites and the Midianites
of the Hebrew Testament. - Then comes Hijiz proper,
containing the famous city of Medina, called in ancient
times Yathreb; Mecca, the birth-place of the Arabian
Prophet, and the port of Jeddah, the landing-place of
the pilgrims of Islam. Hijiz stretches from north to
south between the Red Sea and the chain of mountains
which runs down from the Isthmus of Suez to the Indian
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Ocean. The south-west corner of the Peninsula is
named Yemen. The lowlying lands of Hijaz and
Yemen are called the Tihima, which name is some-
times given to the southern part of Hijaz. Hadhramaut
lies to the east of Yemen, bordering the Indian Ocean,
while far away eastward lies, resting on the Gulf of the
same name, Oman. The high table-land which stretches
from the mountains of Hijiz eastward to the desert of
al-Ahsa and al-Bahrain on the Persian Gulf, is called
Nejd, a vast plateau with deserts and mountain gorges
interspersed with green plantations which are called
oases, forming so many havens of safety in the desert.
Hijaz is now held by an independent Arab king. Nejd
is ruled by the Abti Satd family; whilst Oman belongs
to the Sultan of Muscat.

This vast tract has no navigable rivers; the rivulets
which exist only here and there make the soil fertile.
The rainfall is scanty, and the country generally is arid
and sterile, except where water is found in any sufficient
quantity. But wherever water exists, the fertility is re-
markable. The high lands of Vemen, called Jibal ul-
Yemen, rise almost to the height of Mont Blanc, and
are split up into numbers of wide and fertile valleys,
where the coffee and the indigo plant, the date-palm, and
vegetables and fruit trees of all kinds, are grown. The
climate is mild, and in the winter frost is by no means
uncommon. There are two wet seasons, one in spring
and the other in autumn.

Hijaz is a broken country, especially round about
Mecca, which is fifty miles from the shores of the Red
Sea, and some thirty from the granite heaps of Jabl
Kora. ''Here rugged rocks reflecting the hot sun in all
its fierceness, barren valleys with little herbage from
which . the flocks gather a scanty subsistence, and dry
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torrent-beds form the chief features of the country. East-
ward of this gaunt and arid country there lies a smiling
tract covered with vegetation and shady trees, where
apples and figs, pomegranates, peaches, and grapes grow
in abundance. This is Tayef.

Arabia has at various times been peopled by various
races. The earliest settlers are said to have been of the
same stock as the ancient Chaldzans. They attained
great civilisation, the remains of which are still observ-
able in Southern Arabia, and are supposed even to have ex-
tended their power into Egypt and Mesopotamia. They
seemtohavebuilt hugepalacesand temples; and thefamous
tanks which still exist near Aden are ascribed to them.

These ancient people were destroyed by a Semitic
tribe which, issuing from some country towards the east
of the Euphrates, settled in Yemen and parts of Hadhra-
maut. They are said to have been the descendants
of Kahtin, also called Joktan, one of whose sons,
YAREB, gave his name to the country and the people.
The sovereigns of this dynasty were called Sabzan
after Yareb’s grandson Abdus Shams (“servant of the
sun”), surnamed SaBa. The Kahtanite kings were
great conquerors and builders of cities, and their do-
minion in Yemen and other parts of Arabia continued
so late as the seventh century of the Christian era.

The last of the settlers are called Ishmaelites. Ishmael
or IsmAiil, as he is called by the Arabs, was a son of
Abraham, the great patriarch of the Jews. He settled
near Mecca, and his descendants peopled Hijiz and
became in fact the founders of Arabian greatness.
Ishmael is said to' have erected the Kaaba, a place of
worship regarded with veneration from the earliest times
by the Arabs, and which is now the holiest place in the
Moslem world. In it is the famous Black Stone.

The
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The people of Arabia have always been divided into
two classes, viz. “the dwellers of cities,” and “the
dwellers of the desert,”—the Bedouins. These latter
live in tents, and with their families and flocks roam
over the deserts and table-lands in search of pasturage.

Northern and Central Arabia does not appear to have
been at any time under foreign rule. In Yemen alone,
the Abyssinians exercised a shortlived dominion until
expelled by an Arab chief named Saif, son of Zu'l-yezen,
with the assistance of the King of Persia. From that
time forward, for nearly a century or more, Yemen
Proper was ruled by a Persian Viceroy, called a Marzban.

The Jews and Christians, large numbers of whom
were settled in Arabia, followed their own: religions.
But the Arabs were mostly worshippers of idols and
stars. Each city, like each tribe, had its own separate
gods and goddesses, its separate temples and forms of
worship. In Mecca, which was considered the centre
of their national life, a sort of Rome or Benares, there
were ranged in the holy temple of the Kaaba 360 idols
representing all the gods and goddesses whom the Arabs
worshipped. Even human sacrifices were not infrequent.

The people who inhabited this vast region, especially
those who wandered in the desert which lay to the west
of the Euphrates, were called by the Greeks and Romans,
Saraceni, and this is the name by which they were known

in the West when they issued from their homes to con-

quer the world.2

The word Saraceni is supposed to be derived either
from Sakara=desert, and naskin=dwellers; or from
Sharkiin, Bastern,—Skark, in Arabic, meaning east.

1 See Reinaud’s Jnvasion des Sarrazins (1836), p. 229.




CHAPTER II

Early History—Kossay—Abdul Muttalib—The Abyssinian Attack
—The Birth of Mohammed—His Ministry—The Hegira.

Our knowledge of the ancient history of Arabia is

Early

derived chiefly from the Koran, which contains much of History-

‘the old folk-lore of the country, and from the traditions
which the Arabs at all times were in the habit of hand-
ing down from father to son. These traditions were
collected with great care and industry by the Arab
historians of the eighth and succeeding centuries of the
Christian era. The inscriptions which have been dis-
covered in the south of Yemen, so far as they have been
deciphered, largely verify our knowledge of the past as
derived from the Koran and the traditions.

The people in whose history and fortunes we are chiefly
interested are the Arabs of Hijiz and Yemen, who made
themselves so famous in the Middle Ages. The principal
tribe among the former was that of the Koraish, who
were descended from Fihr, surnamed Koraish, which in
ancient Arabic means a merchant. Fihr lived in the third
century of the Christian era. He was descended from
Maad, son of Adnin, a descendant of Ishmael. The
. Koraish have always been proud of their ancestry and
their high position among the other tribes, and are
- considered as the noblest section of the Arabs.

In the fifth century, Kossay, a descendant of Fihr,
made bhimself master of Mecca, and gradually of the
whole of Hijiz. Mecca was, until his time, a- scattered
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village, consisting chiefly of huts and tents, Kossay rebuilt
the Kaaba, erected for himself a palacein which the prin-
cipal chamber was used as the Council-hall ! of the people,
for the transaction of public business; and made the
Koraish live in houses of stone built round the Temple.
He also made rules for the proper government of the
people, for raising taxes and supplying food and water to
the pilgrims who came from many parts of Arabia to
worship at the temple.

Kossay died about the year 480 A.C, and was suc-
ceeded by his son Abd ud-Dér. Upon Abd ud-Dir’s

- death a dispute broke out among his grandsons and the

Hishim,
Abdul
Muttalib.

Ommieya.

sons of his brother Abd Manif about the succession to
the rulership of Mecca. This dispute was settled by a
division of authority. The administration of the water
supply of Mecca and the raising of taxes were entrusted
to Abd ush-Shams, a son of Abd Manif; whilst the
guardianship of the Kaaba, of the Council-chamber, and
of the Military Standard, was given to the grandsons of
Abd ud-Dér.

Abd ush-Shams transferred the authority to his brother
HasHiw, a leading merchant of Mecca and a man of con-
sequence, noted for his generosity to strangers. Hashim
died about the year 510 A.C., and was succeeded by his
brother Muttalib, surnamed  the Generous.” Muttalib
died towards the end of the year 520 A.C., and Wwas
succeeded by his nephew Shayba, better known by his
surname of ABDUL MUTTALIB, a son of Hashim

The grandsons of Abd ud-Dar were meanwhile growing
rich. Jealous of the position Hashim’s family occupied
in the public estimation, they were trying to grasp the
entire authority, and to make themselves rulers of Mecca.
On their side was ranged OMMEYA, the ambitious son of

‘ 1 Hence called Ddr-un-nedwa.
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Abd ush-Shams. But in spite of this, the high character
of Abdul Muttalib, and the veneration in which he was
held by all the Koraish, enabled him to rule Mecca for
nearly fifty-nine years. He was assisted in the Govern-
ment by the Elders, who were the heads of the ten principal
families. '

It was in his time Hijdz was invaded by a large Abys-
sinian army under the command of Abraha, and as this
chief on his march towards Mecca rode on an elephant,
an animal the Arabs had never before seen, the year in
which the invasion took place (a.c. 570) is called in Arab
traditions the “Year of the Elephant.” The invading
force was destroyed, partly by an epidemic and partly by
a terrible storm of rain and hail that swept over the valley
where the Abyssinians were encamped.

Abdul Muttalib had several sons and daughters.
Among the sons four are famous in Saracenic history,
viz. Abd Manif, surnamed ABU TALIB; ABBAs, the pro-
genitor of the Abbasside Caliphs; Hamza, and ABDULLAH.
Another son was Abtt Lahab, who is referred to in the
Koran as a persecutor of Isldm. = Abdulldh, the youngest
of Abdul Muttalib’s sons, was the father of the Arabian
Prophet. Abdullzh was married to alady of Yathreb
named AM’Na, but he died in the twenty-fifth year of his
age, not long after his marriage. A few days after his
death Am’na gave birth! to a son, who was named by
his grandfather MonAMMED, or “the Praised One.”
Mohammed lost his mother when he was only six years
old, and was then thrown upon the care of his old grand-
father. Abdul Muttalib died about 579 a.c., confiding
the infant son of Abdulldh to the charge of Abfi Télib,
who succeeded him in the patriarchate of Mecca. It
was in the house of his uncle Abfi T4lib that Mohammed

1 29 August, 570 A,C,
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passed his early life. Sweet and gentle of disposition,
painfully sensitive to human suffering, he was much loved
in his small circle. = His early life was not free from the
burden of labour, for Abi Talib was not rich like his
ancestors, and the younger members of the family had to
take their turn in tending the flocks and herds.

From early youth Mohammed was given to medltatmn.
He travelled twice into Syria with his uncle Abd Talib,
and there noticed the misery of the people, and their evil
ways, their wranglings and strife. In his twenty-fifth year,
Mohammed married a lady named Khadija, who is famous
in Arabian history for the nobility of her character. They
had several children ; all the sons died ininfancy, but the
daughters lived to,see the great events of their father’s -
life. . The youngest, Fatima, surnamed az-Zahra, *the
Beautiful,” called by Moslems “ Our Lady,” was married
to Ali, the son of Abtt Talib.

Mohammed lived very quietly for the next fifteen years,
appearing only once or twice in public life. He revived
the League which had been formed many years before for
the protection of widows, orphans, and helpless strangers.
He settled by his quick discernment a quarrel which
threatened serious consequences ; but though these are
all we know of his public acts, we know that his gentle
disposition and the severe purity of - his life, his un-
flinching faithfulness and stern sense of duty, won for
him during this period, from his fellow-citizens, the title
of al-Amin, the Trusty. One of his particular char-
acteristics was his fondness for children, who flocked
round him whenever he issued from his house ; and it is
said he never passed them without a kindly smile. He
spent a month every year in meditation and spiritual
communion in a cave. in Mount 'Hira, not far from
Mecca, and one night as he lay in the cave wrapped in
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his mantle, God spoke to his soul to arise and preach to
his people. Henceforth his life is devoted to the task of
raising them from their degradation ; of making them
give up their evil ways, and of teaching them their duty
to their fellow-beings.

The first to accept his mission and to abandon idolatry
was his wife Khadija. Then followed Ali and several
notable men, Abfi Bakr, Omar, Hamza, and Osmén.
When Mohammed first began to preach, the Koraish
laughed at him, but when they found him earnest in
his work their animosity grew into persecution. They
began to ill-treat him and his followers, some of whom
they tortured to death.  Many of his disciples took refuge
with a good Christian king in Abyssinia, whilst others
remained to suffer ill-treatment and persecution by the
side of their Teacher. On the death of Abd Talib and
Khadija, which happened shortly after, the Koraish re-
doubled their persecutions. Hopeless now of success
among the Meccans, Mohammed bethought himself of
some other field for the exercise of his ministry. He ac-
cordingly proceeded to Téyef, but the people there drove
him from their city, pelting him with stones. Mohammed
returned to his native town sorely stricken in heart. He
lived there for some time, retired from his people, preach-
ing occasionally and confining his efforts mainly to the
strangers. who came to Mecca during the season  of
pilgrimage, hoping that some among them might listen
to his words and give up their evil and inhuman ways.

Thus he obtained a few disciples among some Yathre-
bites who had come to Mecca. They accepted his
mission, and took a pledge that they would not worship
idols, would not steal, nor commit any wicked act, or kill
their children,! or slander people. These Yathrebites,

¥ Infanticide was frequent among the pre-Islamite Arabs.
) k B 2
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on their return to their homes, spread the news that a

_ Prophet had arisen among the Arabs to wean them from

evil ways, and accordingly 2 number of them came the
following year and repeated their pledge. In the year 622
A.C., the Yathrebites sent 2 deputation toinvite Mohammed
to their city. As Yathreb was a rival city to Mecca, the
news of this invitation and of the pledge roused the fury
of the Koraish against the Prophet and his disciples.
Many of the latter succeeded in escaping to Yathreb,
where they were received with much kindness. How-
ever, when the Koraish came to know this, they planned
to murder the Prophet, who had remained at his post
with Ab@ Bakr and Ali Warned of the danger, he
took refuge with AbQ Bakr in a cave, not far from
Mecca, leaving Ali behind. When the Koraish found
their intended victims had escaped, they severely mal-
treated Ali, and started in pursuit. of Mohammed.
They could not, however, find the cave where the
fugitives were concealed. For two days the Prophet and
his companion remained in the cave. In the evening of
the third day they left the place, and procuring two

camels journeyed swiftly to Yathreb, where they arrived -

on Friday, the 2nd of July 622. Here they were subse-
quently joined by AlL

This is called the Hijrat (Exile) ; in European annals,
“the Hegira,” «the Flight of Mohammed,” from which
dates the Mohammedan Calendar.! ‘

1 The * Hegira,” or the era of the Hijrat, was instituted seven-
teen years later by the Second Caliph. The commencement, how-
ever, is not laid at the real time of the departure from Mecca, which
happened on the 4th of Rabt L, but on the 1st day of the first lunar
month of the year—viz. Moharram—which day, in the year when
the era was established, fell on the 15th of July.
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CHAPTER III

Mohammed at Medina—Factions in Medina—The Charter.
1—10 A.H., 622—632 A.C.

Tue people of Yathreb received the Prophet and his
Meccan disciples, who had abandoned home for the
sake of their faith, with great enthusiasm; and the
ancient name of the city was changed to Medinat un-
Nabi, “the City of the Prophet,” or shortly, Medina,
which name it has borne ever since. A mosque was
built, made of bricks and earth covered with palm-leaves.
Mohammed himself assisted in the building of this
humble place of worship; and there he preached his
simple religion, telling the people not only of the glory
and beneficence of God, but inculcating strong moral
principles. He preached brotherly love, kindness to
children, widows and orphans, and gentleness to animals.

At this time Medina was inhabited by two tribes
which had long been at feud with each other. The
Arabian Prophet abolished all tribal distinctions, and
grouped the inhabitants of Medina under one generic
name, Ansdr, or Helpers. The people who had followed
him from Mecca were called “The Exiles.”! In the
days of which we are speaking, there was no law or
order in any city in Arabia. Different factions were
at strife with each other, and general lawlessness and
confusion prevailed in the Peninsula. Mohammed
applied himself first to the task of introducing order in

I Muhajjarin.
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622—632 Medina, and organising the commonwealth upon a proper
AC.  basis. With this object he issued a Charter, by which all
blood-feud was abolished and lawlessness repressed. Equal
rights were granted to the Jews, who lived in large numbers
in and about Medina, whilst they on their side bound

themselves to help the Moslems in defending the city.
Mohammed was now not onlya Teacher, but the Chief
Magistrate of a people, who had invited him and his
disciples into their midst, and had entrusted him with
the safety of their city ; his duty was to be ever on the
watch to suppress sedition and to guard against treachery.
The Meccans were much angered with the Medinites for
sheltering Mohammed and his disciples, whom they con-
sidered as revolutionaries, and 2 conflict between them
Battle of 2nd the people of Medina was unavoidable. The first
Badr.  fight took place in the valley of Badr, a few miles from
Medina, where the Meccans were defeated, leaving many
prisoners in the hands of the Moslems. These were

treated with great kindness in their captivity.

3AH. The second year of the Hegira would have passed
26 April, quietly in Medina but for occasional raids by the
A";";{,‘égs Meccans, In the third year, Abd Sufidn, son of Harb,
ac. ~ son of Ommeya, the great rival of the Hashimides, with
a large army of the Meccans and their allies, entered
the Medinite territories. The Moslem force, which pro-
: ceeded to repel the attack, was smaller in number. A
Battle of battle took place at the foot of 2 hill called Ohod, which
Ohod. resulted in the defeat of the Medinites. The loss of
the Meccans, however, was too great to allow them to
attack the city, and they retreated to Mecca. The Jews, |
who were settled in and around Medina in strongly
fortified villages, now began to give trouble. - From |
their position they were a source of constant danger to !
the little State. Those who lived in the city acted as j
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spies to the Meccans, and, frequently, by their turbulent
and unruly conduct, led to brawls and bloodshed. Two
of these Jewish tribes, the Bant Kainuki and the Banf
Nadhir, who lived in the suburbs, were therefore ex-
pelled.

In the fifth year of the Hegira, the Meccans again in-
vaded Medina with a large army of 10,000 men. To
oppose this formidable host the Moslems could muster
only 3000 men. So they dug a trench, under the
Prophet’s direction, round the unprotected quarter of
the city, and relied for the safety of the other parts on
the Bant Koraizha, a tribe of Jews who possessed several
strong fortresses in the vicinity of Medina towards the
south, and with whom they were allied by treaty.

These Jews, however, broke their pledged faith and
joined the Meccans in their attack on Medina. - The
siege lasted a long time, but every effort to storm the
city was warded off by the vigilance of the Prophet.
At last the elements seemed to combine against the
besieging force ; rain and storm killed their horses, pro-
visions became scanty, and the Meccan army dissolved
as it had gathered.

It was considered unsafe to leave the traitorous Ban-
Koraizha so near the city, as their treachery might at
any moment lead to the destruction of Medina. So they
were called upon to leave the place; on refusal they
were besieged and compelled to surrender at discretion,
They made only one condition, that their punishment
should be left to the judgment of the Ausite chief,
Saad bin Muéz, whose clients they were. This man, a
fierce soldier who had been wounded in the attack, and

13
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indeed died from his wounds the next day, infuriated

by their treacherous conduct, gave sentence that the
fighting men should be put to death and ‘that the
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women and children should become the slaves of the
Moslems, and this sentence was carried into execution.

This was a severe punishment according to our ideas,
but it was customary according to the rules of war then
prevalent.

After this Meccan failure, the new Religion began
to make rapid progress in the Peninsula, and tribe
after tribe gave up their old evil ways and adopted
Islam.?

In the sixth year of the Hegira, the Prophet granted to
the monks of the Monastery of St. Catherine, near Mount
Sinai, and to all Christians, a Charter, which is a monu-
ment of enlightened tolerance. By it the Prophet
secured to the Christians important privileges and im-
munities, and the Moslems were prohibited under severe
penalties from violating and abusing what was therein
ordered. 1In this charter the Prophet undertook him-
self, and enjoined on his followers, to protect the
Christians, to guard them from all injuries, and to defend
their churches, and the residences of their priests. They
were not to be unfairly taxed; no bishop was to be
driven out of his bishopric; no Christian was to be
forced to reject his religion; no monk was to be ex-
pelled from his monastery ; no pilgrim was to be de-
tained from his pilgrimage; nor were the Christian
churches to be pulled down for the sake of building
mosques or houses for the Moslems. Christian women
married to Moslems were to enjoy their own religion,
and not to be subjected to compulsion or annoyance
of any kind on that account. If the Christians should
stand in need of assistance for the repair of their churches

1 The religion of Mohammed is called Isldm. It means peace,

safety, salvation : derived from sa/m (salama in the first conjugation),
“to be at perfect peace.” :
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or monasteries, or any other matter pertaining to their 1—10a. 5,

religion, the Moslems were to assist them.

Mohammed also despatched embassies to the King Embassies

of Persia and the Byzantine Emperor, to invite them to
accept Islim. The latter received the ambassador with
courtesy, whilst the former drove the envoy from his
presence with contumely. Another messenger sent to
a Christian' prince subject to Byzantium, who lived
near Damascus, was cruelly murdered.

In the seventh year, the Jews of Khaibar revolted,
but were soon reduced to subjection. Their lands and
property were guaranteed to them, with the free practice
of their religion, upon payment of a fixed land-tax.

In accordance with a truce, concluded with the
Meccans, the Moslems visited the Kaaba, the inhabitants
vacating their city so as not to come in contact with
Mohammed and his followers. After three days the
Moslems retired to Medina and the Meccans returned
to their homes.

Soon after, the Meccans and some of their allies
treacherously attacked a tribe in alliance with the Mos-
lems, and killed a large number of them. The injured
people applied to the Prophet for redress. The reign
of iniquity and oppression had lasted long enough at
Mecca. In response to the appeal he marched ten thou-
sand men against the idolaters ; with the exception of
a slight resistance from the heads of two clans, they
entered Mecca almost unopposed. Thus Mohammed
entered the city which had so cruelly ill-treated him.
It lay now completely at his mercy. But in the hour
of triumph every evil suffered was forgotten, every injury
inflicted was forgiven, and a general amnesty was ex-
tended to the population of Mecca. Only four criminals,
whom justice condemned, made up Mohammed’s pro-

sent
abroad.
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scription list when as a congueror he entered the city
of his bitterest enemies. The army followed his ex-
ample, and entered quietly and peaceably ; no house
was robbed, no woman was insulted. Most truly has
it been said, that “through all the annals of conquest,
there has been no triumphant entry like unto this one.”
But the idols of the nation were unrelentingly destroyed.
Sorrowfully the idolaters stood round and watched. the
downfall of the images they worshipped. And then
dawned upon them the truth,—when they heard the old
voice at which they were wont to scoff and jeer, cry as
he struck down the idols, “Truth has come and false-

hood vanisheth ; verily falsehood is evanescent,”—how

utterly powerless were their gods!

The ninth year of the Hegira is known in Moslem
history as the Year of Deputations, in consequence of
the large number of embassies which came from all
quarters to accept Isldm. The principal companions of
the Prophet, and the leading citizens of Medina, at his
request, received these envoys in their houses, and
entertained them with the time-honoured hospitality of
the Arabs. On departure, they always received an ample
sum for the expenses of the road, with some additional
presents corresponding to their rank. A written treaty,
guaranteeing the privileges of the tribe, was often granted,
and a teacher invariably accompanied the departing
guests to instruct the newly-converted people in the
duties of Islam, and to see that every evil practice was
obliterated from their midst. To the teachers, whom
Mohammed sent into the different provinces, he always
gave the following injunctions :—* Deal gently with the
people, and be not harsh ; cheer them, and contemn
them not. And ye will meet with many people of the
Book who will question thee, what is the key to heaven?
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Reply to them, [the key to heaven is] to testify to the 1—10a.1.

truth of God, and to do good work.””

When the hosts of Arabia came flocking to join his
faith, Mohammed felt that his work was accomplished ;
and under the impression of his approaching end, he
determined to make a farewell pilgrimage to Mecca.
On the z5th of Zu'l-Kaada (23rd February, 632) the
Prophet left Medina with an immense concourse of
Moslems. On his arrival at Mecca, on the 8th of Zu’l-
Hijja, 7th March, and before completing all the rites of
the pilgrimage, he addressed the assembled multitude
from the top of the Jabal ul-Arafit in words which yet
live in the hearts of all Moslems.

“Ye people! listen to my words, for I know not
whether another year will be vouchsafed to me after this
year to find myself amongst you.

“Your lives and property are sacred and inviolable
amongst one another until ye appear before the Lord,
as this day and this month is sacred for all, and remember
ye shall have to appear before your Lord, who shall
demand from you an account of all your actions. Ye
people, ye have rights over your wives, and your wives
have rights over you. . . . Treat your wives with kind-
ness. . . . Verily ye have taken them on the security
of God, and made them lawful unto you by the words
of God.

“ And your slaves! See that ye feed them with such
food as ye eat yourselves, and clothe them with the stuff
ye wear; and if they commit a fault which ye are not
inclined to forgive, then part from them, for they are the
servants of the Lord, and are not to be harshly treated.

“Ye people ! listen to my words, and understand the
same. ~Know that all Moslems are brothers unto one
another, - Ye are one brotherhood. Nothing which

The Ser-

mon on the

Mount of
Arafit.
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622—632 belongs to another is lawful unto his brother, unless

a.c.

freely given out of good-will. Guard yourselves from
committing injustice.

“Iet him that is present tell it unto him that is
absent. Haply he that shall be told may remember
better than he who hath heard it.”

On his return to Medina he settled the organisation of
the provinces and tribal communities.

Officers were sent to the provinces and to the various
tribes for the purpose of teaching the people the duties
of Islim, administering justice, and collecting the tithes
or zakdt.

The last days of the Prophet were remarkable for the
calmness and serenity of his mind, which enabled him,
though weak and feeble, to preside at the public prayers
until within three days of his death. One midnight he
went to the place where his old companions were lying
in the slumber of death, and prayed and wept by their
tombs, invoking God’s blessings for his ¢ companions

resting in peace.” He chose Ayesha’s house,? close to

the mosque, for his stay during his illness, and, so
long as his strength lasted, took part in the public
prayers. The last time he appeared in the mosque he
was supported by his two cousins, Ali and Fazl the son
of Abbés.

After the usual praises and hymns to God, he addressed
the multitude thus: “ Moslems, if I have wronged any

1 After the death of Khadija, Mohammed, in accordance with
Arab customs and the old patriarchal ways, married several wives,
partly with the object of uniting hostile tribes, and partly to provide
means of subsistence to helpless women, ~ Ayesha was the daughter
of Mohammed’s old friend Abfl Bakr, who was anxious to cement
their {riendship by the union of his daughter with one whom he
recognised as his teacher. :
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one of you, here I am to answer for it; if I owe ought 1—10A.H.
to any one, all I may happen to possess belongs to you.”
The Prophet then prayed and implored heaven’s mercy
for those present, and for those who had fallen in the
persecution of their enemies, and recommended to all
his people the observance of religious duties, and the
practice of a life of peace and good-will, and concluded
with the following words of the Koran. ¢ The dwelling
of the other life we will give unto them who do not seek
to exalt themselves on earth or to do wrong; for the
happy issue shall attend the pious.”

After this, Mohammed’s strength rapidly failed. At
noon on Monday (12zth of Rabi I., 11 A.H.—8th June,
632 A.c.), whilst praying earnestly in whisper, the spirit
of the great Prophet took flight to the “blessed com-
panionship on high.”

During the ten years Mohammed presided over the
commonwealth of Isldm, a great change had come over
the character of the Arab people. By the appointment
of delegates to the different tribes and cities, with powers
to decide internal as well as tribal disputes, the ancient
system of private vendetta was put an end to, and an
impetus was given to trade and commerce. The style
of living and mode of dress underwent a great change,
especially among women. The reckless freedom of
heathenism was abandoned, and manners became decor-
ous, almost austere; gambling and drunkenness were
forbidden. Before this there had been no privacy in
houses; from this time, it became customary to have
special apartments for women.
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THE hold which the personality of the Arabian Prophet
had acquired over the minds of his followers is shown by
the fact that none of them would at first believe that he
was dead. They could hardly realise that the man who
in the course of a few years had changed the whole
aspect of Arabia was subject to the same laws as other
human beings. Had he lived in a less historical age,
or had his words with reference to himself been less
rationalistic, like other great men, he too, probably, would
have received divine honours. The commotion among
the people was allayed by the venerable AbQi Bakr, who,
having ascertained that their Teacher was really dead
and not in a swoon, as some had asserted, addressed the
crowd thus: “Mussulmans, if you adored Mohammed,
know that Mohammed is dead; if it is God that you
adore, know that He liveth, He never dies. Forget not
this verse of the Koran, ‘Mohammed is only a man
charged with a mission; before him there have been
men who received the heavenly mission and died ;’—
nor this verse, ¢ Thou too, Mohammed, shalt die as others

have died before thee.’” It was then that a wail went
20
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up from the assembled multitude that their great Master 11—23
was gone from among them. AH.
And now arose the question as to who was to succeed
in the government of the Commonwealth. Mohammed
had often indicated Ali as his successor, but had laid
down no definite rule. This gave scope to individual
ambitions, to the detriment of Isldm, and in later times
became the fruitful cause of dynastic wars and religious
schisms. Had Ali been accepted to the Headship of
Islam, the birth of those disastrous pretensions that led
to so much bloodshed in the Moslem world would have
been averted.
Among the Arabs, the chieftaincy of a tribe is not
hereditary, but elective ; the principle of universal suf-
frage is recognised in its extremest form, and all the
members of the tribe have a voice in the election of
their chief. The election is made on the basis of
seniority among the surviving male members of the
deceased chieftain’s family. This old tribal custom was
followed in the choice of a successor to the Prophet,
for the urgency of the times admitted of no delay.
Abt Bakr, who by virtue of his age and the position
he had held at Mecca occupied a high place in the
estimation of the Arabs, was hastily elected to the office
of Khalifa (Caliph) or Vicegerent of the Prophet. He Abfi Bakr
was recognised as a man of wisdom and moderation, and is(:"““’d
. - : . . aliph,
his election was accepted with their usual devotion to
the Faith by Ali and the chief members of Mohammed’s
family.
“ Behold me,” said the Patriarch, after the multitude
had sworn allegiance to him, “behold me charged with
the cares of Government. I am not the best among
you; I need all your advice and all your help. If I do
well, support me; if I mistake, counsel me. To tell

i

i
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632—644 truth to a person commissioned to rule is faithful
AC. . allegiance ; to conceal it is treason. In my sight, the
powerful and the weak are alike ; and to both I wish to
render justice. As I obey God and His Prophet, obey
me: if I neglect the laws of God and the Prophet, I
have no more right to your obedience.”

TheRising NO sooner had it become noised abroad that the
,;fig: Prophet was dead than the unruly spirit of the Arab
*  broke forth; whilst a great fear fell upon the earnest
followers of the new Faith. Some of the tribes who
had only recently abandoned idolatry, reverted at once
to their evil ways, and several impostors who had ap-
peared in distant provinces in the lifetime of the
Prophet began harrying the Moslems. Within a little
time the Faith had become almost confined to the city
of Medina, and again a single town had to contend

~against the idolatrous hordes of the Peninsula.
Osama’s  The rising of the tribes was due, firstly, to the strict
E:‘ig;d" rules of morality enforced by Islim, and, secondly, to
their unwillingness to. pay the poortax.  Though
hemmed in on all sides, the Moslems did not lose
heart; and faith and enthusiasm again led them to
victory. The first care of the Caliph, after the funeral
ceremonies of the Prophet, was to organise the adminis-
tration and stand on guard against the rebels. Mo-
hammed had shortly before his death issued orders for
~ the despatch of an expedition into Syria to seek re-
paration for the murder of the Moslem envoy. With
that object troops had been collected in the neighbour-
hood of Medina. The expedition now became doubly
necessary by the defection of the northern tribes, who
- had fallen away after the disaster at Mfta, where the
faithful Zaid had lost his life. To give effect to his
Master’s last wishes, and to restore order on the north-
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em frontier, Ablt Bakr, though hard pressed himself, 11—23
sent forward the troops. When the Moslems were de- 4
parting, the aged Caliph addressed them as follows—
«“See,” said he, addressing Osdma, the son of Zaid,

who was placed at the head of the expedition, “see

that thou avoidest treachery. Depart not in any wise

from the right. Thou shalt mutilate none, neither

shalt thou kill child or aged man, nor any woman.
Injure not the date-palm, neither burn it with fire, and

cut not down any tree wherein is food for man or beast.

Slay not the flocks or herds or camels, saving for need-

ful sustenance. Ye may eat of the meat which the men

of the land shall bring unto you in their vessels, making
mention thereon of the name of the Lord. And the
monks with shaven heads, if they submit, leave them
unmolested.  Now march forward in the name of the

Lord, and may He protect you from sword and pesti-

lence !”

Whilst Osima was away in the north, Medina was Pacifica-
attacked by the rebels, but they were beaten back. ;‘;giguﬁge
Osima also gained a victory over the Syrians, and ’
shortly after returned to the help of Abti Bakr, who was
now able to send out troops to reduce the insurgent
tribes to order. The principal work of subjection was
entrusted to Khalid, son of Walid, a ferocious soldier
but a skilled general. Some of the tribes gave in their
adhesion without fighting ; others were unyielding, and
with them were fought great battles, in which both sides
suffered severely. At the battle of Yemima the formid-
able ttibe of the Banfi Hanifa were thoroughly defeated,
and their leader, the impostor Mosailima, was killed.

After this the insurgents gradually submitted, and were
received back into Islim. ‘ War with

The work of pacification in the north-east of Arabia Persia.
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brought the Moslems into collision with the wandering
tribes subject to Hira, a semi-Arab kingdom which at
that time acknowledged the suzerainty of Persia. A
glance at the map will show how the -conflict, which
afterwards widened into a struggle for empire, originally
arose. From Hajar, the north-east corner of Arabia which
borders on Chaldea, then held by the Persians, and
westward of the lower branch of the Euphrates, lies
that waterless tract, a continuation of the Arabian
Naftid, far away to the Dead Sea, and the high lands of
Haurdn and ancient Tadmor towards the north. Over
this vast tract roamed then, as now, the nomadic hordes,
whose names alone have changed, but whose manners
and habits have remained the same. They were chiefly
Christians. Those on the Syrian side, like the Ghassén,
were subject to the Byzantines; those on the east, like
the Ban@ Taghlib, owed allegiance to Persia. All these
were connected by ties of blood and friendship with
the neighbouring Arabian tribes. The delta of the
Euphrates itself was inhabited by settled Arabs, who
had abandoned the pastoral life of their kinsmen of the
Desert and taken to the cultivation of the soil. Natur-
ally, the conflict between the Moslems and the insur-
gents on the western shores of the Persian Gulf re-acted
on the neighbouring tribes subject to Persia. Raids
from the north were followed by reprisals, with the same
result that we now see in the advance of the British in
India, and of the Russians in Central Asia. The region
watered by the two great rivers, the Tigris and the
Euphrates, has from time immemorial formed the prize
of monarchs struggling for empire. On one side the
Tigris (Dajla) issuing from the mountains of Armenia,
on the other the Euphrates (Furdt) taking its rise in
the heights of Taurus, roll down towards the Persian
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Gulf, joining their waters a few hundred miles before 1E—23
they reach the sea. Here they lose their names as well A
‘as their identity, and receive the designation of the
Shatt ul-Arab. The upper portion of the region enclosed
by the two rivers was in ancient times known as Meso-
potamia.l The lower part, a flat alluvial country, was
called Babylonia and Chaldea; to the Arabs, it was
known as IrAk Arab.? Many flourishing cities have
existed by the side of these famous rivers. Ancient
Nineveh (not far from modern Mosul), the seat of
the mighty Assyrian monarchs, was situated on the
Tigris; so was Madiin, the capital of the Persian
sovereigns ; so is Bagdad, the metropolis of the Caliphs

in the Middle Ages, and now the seat of King Faisal,
the new ruler of Irdk. On the Euphrates were situated
ancient Babylon, Hira, Kdfa, built by the Arabs, Kir-
kessia (ancient Circesium) and Rakka. To the east of
the Zagros mountains, beyond the Tigris, lies the country
called by the Arabs Irdk Ajam, the centre of Persia. The
pacification of the Peninsula having been completed,
Khalid and Mosanna (Mothanna),® the generals operating
in Hejr, took in hand the repression of the raids from the
Hirite side. The Persian governor of Chaldxa offered TheCapitu-
battle on the frontier, and was defeated with heavy loss, la;_i{?“ of
. . ira.

and Hira, after a short resistance, capitulated to the
Moslems.

Following the example of the people of Hira, the Rabil

dehkdns or great landed proprietors of Chaldea gave in L;:yfjif{zc

1 Sometimes Mesopotamia also included Assyria, the country 633 A.C.
which stretched from the Tigris to the Zagrus or Zagros mountains.
.2 Both Mesopotamia and Irdk Arab are now included in the
Kingdom of Irk.
3 Mothanna, son of Haris (Shaybini), of the tribe of the Banf
Bakr, was a general of consummate ability and 2 kind-hearted man,
different from the ferocious Khalid.
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their adhesion, and were guaranteed in their possessions,
subject to a fixed land-tax. The peasantry were not
interfered with, and were left in the safe enjoyment of
their fields and lands.

The conquest of Hira opened the eyes of the Persian
Government to the gravity of the danger. A young and
rsing power, animated with a national sentiment in the
shape of religious enthusiasm, was now seated at their
door. Had they been wise, they would have strengthened
their internal defences, and re-organised their empire,
which was rent by domestic quarrels. They might even

‘have come to terms with the Saracens. Still, the Persian

Empire was rich and powerful. It comprised within its
dominions the whole of Modern Persia, Bactria, and
all the inferior provinces of Central Asia to the confines
of Tartary and India, besides Irdk and Mesopotamia.
A large army was sent to drive the Saracens out of
Chaldza.

About this time the Caliph was obliged to send
Khalid into Syria with half of the troops. The other
general, Mothanna, was thus left alone with a small force
to make head against the Persian host. Withdrawing
his advanced posts, he proceeded in haste to Medina to
ask for reinforcements, but found the aged Caliph dying.

Abli Bakr died after a reign of only two years and
a half, on the 22nd of Jamidi II, 13 AH. He is
described as “a man of a very fair complexion, thin coun-
tenance, of slender build, and with a stoop.” = Before he
became a disciple of the Prophet, he wielded great
authority over the Koraish as one of their chief magis-
trates, and his wealth as a merchant, and his sagacity as
a chief, gave him great consequence among the Meccans.
Like his Master, AbQl Bakr was extremely simple in his
habits ; gentle but firm, he devoted all his energies to




CH. IV. OMAR ELECTED CALIPH

the administration of the new-born State and to the good
of the people. He would sally forth by night to help the
distressed and relieve the destitute. For a time, after
his election, he continued to maintain himself with his
own private income, but finding that in looking after
his property and business he was not able to pay
sufficient attention to the affairs of the State, he con-
sented to receive 6ooo - dirhems annually from the
Treasury. On his death-bed, however, he was so
troubled at having taken public money that he directed
one of his properties to be sold, in order to refund
to the State the sum he had received.

Such were the simple, honest ways of the immediate
disciples of Mohammed.

Before his death, Abfl Bakr nominated Omar as his
successor in the Caliphate, and his appointment was
accepted by the people. ,

Omar's accession to the Caliphate was of immense
value to Islim. He was a man of strong moral fibre
and a keen sense of justice, possessed of great energy
and force of character. His first act, after re-organising
the internal administration of Arabia, was to hurry on
reinforcements to the help of Mothanna. These troops
were under Ab@ Obaid, who, on arrival on the scene of
~ action, assumed the chief command. Without listening
to the prudent advice of Mothanna, he gave battle to the
Persians at a place where he was unable to manceuvre,
" and incurred a heavy defeat, in which he was killed. The
Persians, however, did not press their advantage, and
were ultimately out-generalled and defeated with great
loss by Mothanna, at a place called Buwaib, on the
western branch of the Euphrates. Mothanna again
re-occupied the country and re-entered Hira.

" About this time a new sovereign had been raised to Yezdjard.
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the throne of Persia. Young, energetic, and ambitious,
Yezdjard was bent not only on driving the Saracens from
Hira, but also on conquering- their country. With this
object he sent forward into Chaldzea an army consisting
of 100,000 men, which marching southward was to over-
whelm the Moslems; and oust them from their possessions.
The Saracens under Mothanna, wholly unable to cope
with this enormous force, again abandoned Chaldza,
and retired to the borders of the desert, where they
awaited reinforcements from Medina. ,

Whilst the Moslems were thus waiting for the Persian
attack, they lost their great general, who was stricken
down by the Chaldzan fever. Saad, son of Wakkis,
who brought the additional troops sent forward by the
Caliph, assumed chief command over the whole Sara-
cenic army, which now amounted to 30,000. The
battle that followed was hotly contested. It lasted for
three days, and was distinguished by heroic feats on both
sides. On the third day the Persian host broke. Defeated
with terrible loss, their general killed, they fled towards

March 636 the north. The battle of Kadessia practically decided the

A:C,

fate of both Chaldza and Mesopotamia: Chaldza was
re-occupied without opposition, and the Hirites, who had
torn up the treaties made with Mothanna, were punished

for their defection by the imposition of a higher tax.

After receiving the submission of the towns and villages
in the neighbourhood of Hira, Saad turned towards
Bbil (Babylon), where the broken remnants of the Persian
host had re-assembled under Firuzén, Hurmuzén, and
Mihrin. They were beaten and dispersed. Mihrén
escaped to Madain, the Persian capital ; Hurmuzan fled
to his government of Ahwaz, beyond the Persian range ;

and Firuzén betook himself to Nehdwand, where were
‘the treasures of the Persian king. . A permanent hold
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over Chaldza was, however, impossible, so long as it was
dominated by Maddin, where Mihrin lay encamped with
a large Persian-army. Saad was therefore compelled to
march upon the royal city. Like the Bagdad of Mansfr,
fifteen miles higher up the river, it was built on both sides
of the Tigris. The western portion, called Seleucia, was
founded by the Seleucide, the descendants of Alexander’s
great general ; the eastern part, called Ctesiphon, was built

29

11—23
AH.

by the Persian monarchs. The two conjointly were called Capture of

Madéin (or the Two Cities). The palaces of the kings
and nobles were luxurious and beautiful, and the first

Madiin,
Safar 16

sight of them considerably impressed the simple Saracens. , * ch 67 3

After a siege of some duration, Mad4in opened its gate,
and its capitulation was followed by the submission of
the entire country lying to the west of the Tigris. A
Service of Thanksgiving,! at which the whole army
assisted, was held in the palace of the Chosroes.
Saad, as the civil and military head of Irik (which
now included Mesopotamia), made Madéin his head-
quarters. He established himself in the royal palace,
where the offices were located, and “ cathedral service”
was held every Friday in the Grand Hall. From here
he conducted the administration of the province. But
it was not long before another conflict was forced upon
the Moslems. The Persian king, who was stationed at
Holwin on the western side of the mountains, sent
forward a large force to recapture Madéin. This army
was met at Jalula, about fifty miles to the north-east of
the capital, and defeated with terrible loss. ~Holwan
itself was captured and strongly garrisoned. When the
spoils of Jalula and Madéin arrived at Medina, the
Caliph was found weeping. Asked his reason, he re-
plied that he saw in those spoils the future ruin of his

1 Called in the original Saldt-us-Zafar, * Prayer of Victory.”

December
673 A.C.
Battle of
Jalula.
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people, and he was not wrong; for the unprecedented
success of the Saracens led eventually to the loss of
those qualities of frugality, austerity, and self-sacrifice
that in the beginning so materially contributed to their
victories.

After the capture of Holwén, a treaty of peace was
concluded with the Persian king, by which the Persian
Range was made the boundary between the two empires ;
and the Caliph now issued peremptory injunctions that the
Saracens were under no circumstance to go beyond that
limit. The country at the head of the Persian Gulf, as
far as the range of hills on the eastern side, had been
already reduced to order, and the sea-port of Obolla
had fallen into the hands of the Moslems. Nothing
attests so clearly the capacity of Omar as a wise and
just ruler, or the ability of the council with which he
was assisted, as the energy with which the Moslems
applied themselves to the regeneration of this province,
and the development of its resources. A great cadastral
survey was set on foot under the advice of Ali, a new
system of assessment was introduced, the burdens of the
peasantry were lightened and they were secured in the
possession of their lands. The tax imposed on the large
land-holders by the Persian monarchs was revised, a
complete network of canals was made for purposes of
irrigation, and an order was issued for giving advances to
the cultivators when needed. The sale of land was strictly
prohibited, to safeguard against the eviction of the native
peasantry. The Crown domains of the Persian kings, the
royal hunting forests, the abandoned possessions of fugi-
tive princes and land-holders, and property appertaining
to the fire-temples whence the priests had fled, became
State property, and were administered by agents appointed
from Medina. The army had clamoured for the distribu-

L
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tion, as spoils of war, of these lands as well as of the
plains of Chaldza, called the Sawdd, but the Caliph,
guided by Ali and Ibn Abbés, firmly rejected the de-
mand. The income from the State domains, after
defraying the public charges, was distributed among the
Arab settlers. ‘

But neither the prudence of the Caliph nor the moder-
ation of his generals was of avail in preventing a fresh
conflict with the Persians. Yezdjard was chafing under
the loss of his capital and two of his best provinces.

"His governors were out of hand, and his army was

clamorous for a fresh advance against the Saracens.
Hurmuzin, the governor of Ahwiz, repeatedly attacked
the Arab settlements; as often as he was beaten back,
he sued for peace, but always broke it at the first oppor:
tunity.

About this time two new cities were built in Irdk.
Basra (Bussorah), on the Shatt ul-Arab, peopled chiefly
by the northern Arabs, took the place of Obolla, and
became the sea-port of Irdk. Kofa on the western bank
of the Euphrates, three miles south of Hira, was peopled
by Arabs of the Yemenite stock, and took the place of
Madain, which was abandoned as unhealthy. Both cities
were laid out on regular lines. A square was made, with
the principal mosque in the centre, and the governor's
mansion close by. The streets were straight, wide,
and spacious ; the bazaars commodious, and the public
gardens numerous.

At last, wearied beyond endurance by the incessant
raids of the Persians, and apprehending a serious attack
from their king, who had collected a large army towards

3

1123
AH.

Breach of
treaty by
the
Persians.

17 AH.
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638 a.c.

the north, the Saracens in Mesopotamia sent a deputa-

- tion to the Caliph for permission to repel the threat-

ened danger. Omar inquired of the deputation the
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cause of the frequent risings on the part of the Persians.
«Maybe,” said he, «the Moslems treat the Zimmist
badly, that they break their faith persistently and rebel
against us.” “Not s0,” they answered, we do not deal
with them otherwise than with honesty and good faith.”
«How can that be?” naturally asked the Caliph. “Is
there not one honest man among them?” Then answered
the leader of the deputation, “Thou hast forbidden us,
Commander of the Faithful, to enlarge our boundaries ;
and their king is in their midst to stir them up. Two
kings can in no wise exist together, until the one expel
the other. It is not that we have treated them' harshly,
but that their king has incited them to rise against us
after having made submission. And so it will go on,
until thou shalt remove the barrier and leave us to go
forward and expel their king. Not till then will their
hopes and machinations cease.” %

These views were also enforced by Hurmuzén, who
had been brought as a prisoner to Medina, and had
adopted Islam. It now became clear to Omar that the
ban against an advance towards the east must be with-
drawn. In self-defence, nothing was left but to crush
the Chosroes, and take entire possession of his realm.?

“The Persians had responded with alacrity to the call
of their sovereign for a final and desperate blow at the
intruders of the Desert, who had ousted him from his
capital and wrested from him some of his fairest
provinces. ~The army raised by Yezdjard for this last
struggle far exceeded any he had had before. The news
of the Persian preparations caused great excitement in

' Medina, and the Caliph at once hurried off reinforce- -

* Non-Moslem subjects, see p. 33 2 Ibn ul-Athir, vol. fi. p. 429.:
% Muir admits the justice and necessity of the withdrawal of the '
ban, ‘ ‘ T
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ments towards the frontier. A general of the name of 11—23
Nomén, who was then engaged with the Persian raiders &%
in the south, was placed in command of the Saracenic Battle of
forces. 'The battle, which took place at Nehiwand, at Nehiwand
the foot of the Elburz, decided the fate of Asia, and is 52‘:.%:
called the Victory of Victories.! The Persians, who
outnumbered the Saracens by six to one, were defeated

with terrible loss. Their king fled from place to place,

until he was killed some years later by one of his own

men, like Darius the Short-handed, at a distant village

on the confines of Turkestan. Persia thus passed Subjuga-
under Moslem domination. As in Mesopotamia, the ;,‘gr‘;lgf
Caliph took immediate measures to seftle the peasantry ;
securely in their possessions.  They were released from

the galling oppression of the large land-holders; their
assessments were revised and placed on a stable basis ;

the broken aqueducts were restored and new ones

built. The land-holders or dehkins kept their estates,

subject to the payment of a fixed tax. Liberty of
conscience was allowed to every Ong, and the Moslems

were ordered not to interfere with the religion of the

people. Those who adhered to their old faith received

the designation of Zimmis (the protected people or The
liege-men). The sole inducement to proselytism, i Zemms
inducement it can be called, consisted in the fact that
whereas Moslems, who were liable at any time to be

called to serve in the army, contributed only a tithe to

the State, the Zsmmis paid a higher tax in consideration of

being exempted from military service.2 The bulk of the.

people, without any such compulsion as is used by some

1 The Saracen general was killed in this battle, just as the -
victory was won. : : '
% Such distinctions are common in the history of all dominant
nations, and are to be found even now. i c
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modern nations for the conversion of unorthodox com-
munities, adopted Islim. Among these converts and the

" Arab settlers intermarriages became frequent, numbers

War
with the
Romans.

Its causes.

of Persians were introduced into the tribal brotherhood
of the Arabs as Mawdlis (friends or clients), and many
of those who had rendered eminent services, or were
otherwise distinguished, were inscribed. in the State
Register as recipients of allowances. For a long time,
however, as under Alexander of Macedon, the priests
were a source of trouble and danger. Often they incited
to rebellion the people who still conformed to the old
faith. In the repression of these outbreaks cruelties were
committed on both sides. The wise and conciliatory
policy, however, of the Abbasside Caliphs, and the
general diffusion of Islam, removed in time all causes of
disaffection.

Very soon after the accession of Abfi Bakr to the
Caliphate the Saracens came into conflict with the
Romans. The entire country to the west of Mesopo-
tamia and Chaldea belonged then to the Eastern
Roman Empire. Palestine and Syria were, like Irak,
inhabited by people of the Arab race; and the Syrian
Nafid, or Desert, was roamed over by Arabs ; they thus
came within the legitimate sphere of the Islamic Com-
monwealth. The punitive expedition of Osama had set
ablaze the Syrian tribes, and naturally led to retaliatory
raids. The Romans at the same time massed a large
army at Balca, not far from the frontier. Like the
British Government in India, when threatened by the
Sikhs in 1848, the Caliph had no choice but' to repel
the Romans, and reduce the tribes to subjection. It
Was a Imeasure necessary in the interests of his empire.
His appeal for levies was answered with enthusiasm, and
as the troops arrived at Medina he hurried them towards
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the north. The theatre of the new war requires a slight
notice.  Palestine, according to the Arab geographers, is
the country south of a line drawn from Mount Carmel
to the northern extremity of the Sea of Galilee (Lake
Tiberias), and extending from the Jordan as far as the
Mediterranean Sea. Here the Romans held some strongly
garrisoned places, such as Ciesarea on the sea, Jericho,
Jerusalem, Ascalon, Gaza, and Jaffa. ‘The township
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