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INTRODUCTION.

TuEe favourable reception which the first edition
of these Travels, so far as regards Egypt and the
Holy Land, received from the public, by its rapid
sale, has encouraged the Author to offer a second.
This has afforded him an opportunity of not only
introducing additional information, but of inserting.
an account of the whole journey through other
countries, from his departure until his return to
Great Britain.

Thé remarkable state of the Jews, who are not
collected in a body, or under any proper form of
government, but are dispersed throughout the
world, retaining all the characteristics of a pecuhar
people, and yet unmixed with those nations among
whom they sojourn, bears most striking testimony
to the accomplishment of the truth of prophecy in
the New Testament, while the actual existence at
the present day of many customs described in the
Old may be considered as a species of monu-
mental evidence to the general veracity of the
whole of the Sacred Volume. This opinion I am
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vi INTRODUCTION.

strongly disposed to entertain, since, repeatedly in
the course of travelling over the Holy Land, I felt
as if I was an actual witness to some of the most
impressive incidents recorded in the Book of In-
spiration, so distinctly were events brought before
me by the living' manners and usagesof the pre-
sent inhabitants, with that wonderful accuracy
which still renders Biblical descriptions mirrors, as
it were, of the scenery and customs of this most
interesting portion of the globe,

Although it is not under an apprehension that

I shall be able to add any thmg of importance to
the mformatlon contained in the works. of thoye .

‘ t-ravellers who :have visited this. distinguished re-
gion, that I arrange into the: shape.of a narrative
the notes and memoranda of a long and ;perilous
journey, .yet itis in the expectation. of contributing
something, which may. have the effect of disposing
sceptics and unbelievers to express. srprise that
objects of such antiquity as those. customs de-
scribed in -this sacred fountain of- tyuth,. should
have been . protected and preserved from the
changes produced by the lapse of time andthe
vicissitudes of human affairs, as if they had .been
sustained in their original state to confirm to.all
ages, the authenticity of that record which they are
so wonderfully calenlated to jllustrate. -

* Thig Jeads me _to presume that « the true and
faithful® may be otherwise affected. This peculiar
class of ‘persons, in all ' probability like myself,
instead of expressing emotions of surprise, will, on .
the contrary, feel the glow of a more exalted .sen-
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timent in their souls, acoompanied with reverence

and delight, when they discover the mute things’

of those hallowed scenes, and the mountain and
cavern, giving testimony to that trust which may
be most confidently reposed in the sacred promuea
of the Eternal Jehovah.

To three descriptions of persons I shall beg
leave to. address my sentiments, namely, to the
believer, the sceptic, and the scientific,

Of the sceptic, 1 only presume to request a
patient and attentive hearing; and although I
- cammot. express a confident hope that he will sym-
. psthise in that devotional feeling with which I was
impressed, yet since he professes to entertain some
degree of respect for truth, he mdy, perhaps, in

the simplicity of my statements, discover circum-
stances which, if he denies the particular inference !
which I deduce from them, he must at least be '

ebliged to acknowledge it as remarkable in its
From the former I claim more regard, since I

call en him to contemplate and admire the asto--

nishing wisdom which, with such materials as
the manners, localities, and customs of countries,
which, in general, have undergone such a variety
of changes, and passed under the daminion of so
many masters, has contributed, as it were, to con-
stitute a durable moniment, so as to corroborate
that glorious revelation which has been unfolded of
its own eternal and unchangeable nature. Lastly,
from the scientific, I can only flatter myself with
the expectation of obtaining some. degree of indul-
A%
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enics; having sever tppeared .before the Public as
a writer. I trust the reader will do me the justice
to believe it never entered.into: my contemplation;
at.any time during the journey, to send forth to
the world a publication of this nature, othérwise I
might have been prompted to prolong my resis
dence, with the view of examining more criti-
cally these countries, with their peculiar customs.
He will, I trust, credit my assertion, that on re.
turning to iny native isle, I was strongly urged

- by many friends, to commit the Travels to writing,

under an idea they might remove, in some degree,
the opinions entertained .by sceptics, as to any cor-
respondence between the actual situation of the
Holy Land and the narrative imparted of it by
Scripture. Further, in an age like the present, it
might contribute to counteract the poison and
blasphemy disseminated in publications, .not ‘only
with the view of undermining the great and estab-
lished bulwark of the Christian faith and hope,
but to bring the- person of my gracious sovereign,
his family, and also the government of thls country;
into contempt.

. Let it be specifically kept in view, that it forms
no part of my pretensions to aspire after literary

- fame, since that exclusively pertains to genius

|
;

and talents. I am perfectly aware there exist
many inaccuracies; and although I may be found

-‘\ not to'have ‘the pen of a ready writer, ¢ be rude
| in speech, yet not in knowledge,” * I shall wil-

* 2 Corinth. xi. 6. .
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lingly: submit to -censare, on- the ground :of -litess
ary deficiencies, on being permitted to-enjoy, whick
I.own it is the utmost extent of my ambition to
attain, the homble merit of having viewed all the
different: objects- I have attempted to describe,
under the -influence of reverential 'awe. and- a
serious frame of mind.

Should it be found in any part of the present
volume that I express myself in warm and; perhaps,
rapturous terms, I entreat it may net be placed to
the account of superstitious enthusiasm, but from
a heartfelt conviction of the importarice of the
subject, the deep effect-produced on my own mind,
" and an anxiety to press it on those of my fellow-
creatures, as directly connected with their interests,
not only in this life, but in that which is to come.

In leaving this volume with the Public, whatever
may be their decision, I shall at least, in retire-
ment, have the consolation to review with feelings
of pure delight, the many countries I have visited,
especially that of the Blessed Land, and a spec-
tator not altogether indifferent to their customs
and localities, rejoicing that an opportunity has
been afforded me of claiming at least an additional
miche in the page of history, with those who have
already appeared, to transmit their observations to
future ages, on this interesting region.

On the other hand, should any thing I have ad-
vanced contribute to show the coincidence of these
countries and their manners, as existing at this
very hour, with the great fountain of truth ; if the
* believer’s faith is confirmed, the scruples of" scep-
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tics, and the speculations of visionaries removed,
and a blow is struck at those diabolical writings
which stalk abroad with gigantic strides, the object
whereof is to root out the word of Reévelation, al-
though of savereign authority, which, as the oldest
record in existence, has been, during all ages, the
support and ‘consolation of millions of the human
race, and is worthy of all possible acceptation, and
the glory of the King Eternal is in the slightest de-
gree promoted, any expenses I may have incurred,
and any labour experienced in these long journeys,
will be amply compensated, and the object of the
present publication fully accomplished.

1
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Eztracts from Reviews of the First Edition of this Work,
respecting Egypt and the Holy Land.

g

Tuxrx is one satisfaction in perusing his narrative, that his veracity
appears to be beyond all suspicion. We have seldom met with a tra-
veller who seemed to be so free from all design of giving & false colour-
ing to what he saw, or what befel him. He has another merit ; he is
thoroughly versed in the book, to illustrate which he wrote; and he
writes without affectation. We leave his book with sentiments of re-
spect for his diligence as a commentator on the Scripture, and implicit
confidence in his veracity as a narrator; which will afford matter of
interesting perusal and reflection to students of the Bible. — Edinburgh
Review.

The object of this work is, to render his travels a sort of commentary
on those portions of the Old Testament, which relate to the habits and
customs of the people of Judea. We know of no traveller who has taken
equal pains with Mr. Wilson. These Travels contain much curious
information. He possesses a strong memory, which has enabled him to
recall these passages in the sacred writings, which were capable of being
illustrated by what he saw. — London Museum of Literature.

There is some serious information in his work, which likewise con-
tains many explanations of Scripture hnragery md manners. The well
intended object of it is, to convert the sceptical, by his illustrations of
Scripture; and the many.serious .exhortations which the euthor has in-
termingled with his narrative. — Monthly Magaring, December.

Unauuming in manner, it is evident he writes from the genuine im»
pulse of pious feeling. . We are aware, that to a certain, and rather
numerous class of readers, this volume will prove highly acceptable and
advantageous, — Liferary Register.

We have rarely taken up a bookofnnveh with a more earnest desire
to explore thelcontents than this, being unbit by the Satanic School,and
truly grateful for the “light and immortality” bestowed by the Gospel.
We are, in truth, edified by the unaffected piety, and warmed with the
ardent enthusiasm with which he pursued his pilgrimage, in despite of
obstacles the most appalling, and circnmstances the most annoying.
Christians of every denomination will unite in thanking the Author for
his labours in the cause of their Great Master; and the sceptic will,
with still more gratitude, peruse that detail which serves to elucidate
and confirm the sacred writings. The description of the Dead Sea is
more full than we have met with before. This is a work likely to be-
come a favourite, equally with the religious reader and general en-
quirer. — Gazette of Fashion.

The last book on Egypt and the Holy Land claims most attention,
particularly as the production of so entertaining and intelligent a tra-
veller as Mr. W.R. Wilson. In both respects we can recommend this
modest octavo to the perusal of our readers. The portions which relate
to the Holy Land leave us little more to desire. We have not seen are-
cent Book of Travels more worthy of extended notice.~Monthly Mag.
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CHAPTER I.

DEPARTURE. — PARIS, =~ LYONS, == AVIGNON. — MARSEILLES
= PROFANATION OF THE SABBATH. = EMBARKATION, =
CANDIA.~—COAST OF EGYPT.~—TEMPEST.—ENORMOUS FISHES.
— ARRIVAL AT ALEXANDRIA. — HARBOUR.— PACHA OF
EGYPT.=~ ENGLISH CONSUL.

Havixg long entertained an ardent desire to visit that
country, where transactions of the most sacred and i impor-
tant nature to the best interests of the human race are
recorded to have occurred, and which rendered it in my
apprehension more attractive than any other spot on the
face of the earth; and being favoured with letters of re-
commendation from my lamented friend, his Royal High-
ness the late Duke of Kent, the Marquis of Londonderry,
Secretary of State, and several private individuals, together
B



2 MARSEILLES.

with a patent letter which I obtained at Rome from the
Propaganda Fidei, addressed to the convents in the Holy
Land*, I left London in September 1819. On arriving:
at Paris I obtained additional letters of introduction from
his excellency Sir Charles Stewart, the British Ambassador,
Viscount Chateaubriand, who had himself travelled through
Palestine, and several Greek and. Arab ecclesiastics.
Departing from the French - capital, I soon reached
Lyons, a place famous for its manufactures of silk. I
embarked in a rude barge employed in the conveyance
of goods on the Rhone, on each side of which river the
most beautiful and diversified scenery, presents itself to
view. I was quickly carried down the stream, and passed
under the bridge of St. Esprit. This passage is attended
with considerable danger frem the .great body of water
which rushes through the arches. I arrived at Avxgnon,
formerly part of the papal dominions. Here still remain
the ruins of an extensive ecclesiastical palace, on an
elevated spot, commanding a view of the town below.
Leaving this place, I proceeded to Marseilles, the principal
streets of which are broad, and adorned with trees on each
side. It has an excellent port. Here I accidentally met
with Mr. Barker, the British Consul, who had just arrived
from Aleppo. Havmg explained to him the nature of
“the journey I had in contemplation, he recommended me
.to forward ta Sir Robert.Liston, the British Ambassador
at Constantinople, a letter addressed to him by his Royal
Highness the Duke of Kent, requesting him to procure
and transmit to me at St. Jean d’Acre, the necessaxy
firman or passport from the Grand Signior. ~ This s
gestion I immediately adopted. Mr. Barker -also gave mp
letters to different Consuls, and in a handsome manner
afforded me whatever information might facilitate my
_expedition. During my residence at Marseilles, I was
occupied in making the necessary.preparations for the

*1 regret that having lost this curious document I am unable to i in-
sert it in the Appendix.
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voyage. : Thesé chiefly consisted of a proper quaritity of
‘specie to ‘defray expences, being assured by a banker that
it could not be obtained at Alexandria. I also procured
a number of watches to offer as presents, according to the
practice of the East, to the chiefs from whom I might have
occasion to claim protection, require escorts, or other
favors.

‘On Sunday the 25th of October, I attended divine
service in the Protestant Church, where an interesting
discourse was delivered by a young clergyman on Proverbs
xxiil. 26.. My son give me thine heart, and let thine eyes
Observe my ways. It was highly gratifying to enjoy the
blessing of the gospel preached in a foreign land, especially
in the prospect of such a journey as I was about to un-
dertake. Accustomed to our own simple and impressive
mode of worship, the. pomp and pageantry of the
Romish . ritual appeared like the mere mimic exhibitioris
of the stage.

I was much concerned to find in thls place, that in
the evening, as in other parts of the continent which I
had visited, the Catholics gave themselves up to all
kinds of sensual gratifications: every species of folly,
buffoonery, and amusement was indulged in; even the
public theatre was open, and crowds of people were
pressing for admission into it. It appeared to me peculiarly
incousistent to find the members of a church, professing
such strict opinions with respect to all institutions con-
‘nected with their religion, entertaining so little reverence
for the Christian Sabbath. This sacred day seemed
‘almost totally disregarded, though so solemnly and ex-
pressly appointed by God himself, in commemoration of
the creation of the world in six days, and who loudly
proclaimed to mankind, in reference to the seventh,
that great commandment, Remember that thou keep holy
the Sabbath day.®* When I passed through Amiens, I
saw a great number of people come out of a chureh,

situated on one side of a street, and go into a theatre

! . * Expdus xx. 8. Xxxxi. 13, 14. 17.
[ . B2
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directly opposite to it, on the Sabbath-day.* Even the
bells of the churches appear to have no effect in banish-
ing the enemy of mankind, though at the erection of such
sacred edifices it forms part of a benediction pronounced
by the Bishop, that when  they sound, the devil may
tremble "and fly away, and his ﬁery darts recoil back-
ward. 1-

It is remarkeble, that notwu:hsta.ndmg the extreme
passion which has been manifested by the French for
theatrical .amusements on the.Sabbath, it has been ex-
pressly condemned by one of the most enlightened fathers
- of the church, ever produced by that nation, in a very

celebrated. discourse. Considering that there are about
forty theatres and .public spectacles in Paris, and that in
the different departments in France, the population is
estimated at 80,407,907, and in every town or village where
there are from three to five thousand inhabitants, two or
more theatres are thrown open on the evening of the

® This cu'cumstance forclbly brought to my recollection the words
of the satirist : —
“ Where’er the Lord erécts a house of prayer,
The devil’s sure to build a chapel near:
And ’twill be.-found, upon examination, . -
That Batan has the largest congregation.”

1' It is the practice in Catholic countries to baptize bells; and on
these occasions some persons act as godfathers and godmothers, and a
prayer to this effect is offered up. “ O Lord, sanctify it by thy Holy
¢ Spirit, that when it sounds in thy people’s ears, their faith and devo-
# tion may increase; the devil be aftaid, tremble, end fly at the sound
“ of it.. O Lord, pour upon it thy Holy Spirit; that the fiery darts of
“ the devil may be made to fly backwards : and grant that all who come
“ to the church at the sound of it, may be free from all temptauon to
« un ”

$ “ You have only to decide, whether you can connect the glory of
“ Jesus Christ with the pleasure of a theatre. What! The theatres
“ are the works of Jesus Christ! These blasphemies strike me with
“ horror. Would Jesus Christ preside in assemblies of sin, where
¢ every thing we hear weakens his doctrines ; where the poison enters
“ the soul by all the senses, and every art is employed to inspire, and
“ awaken, and justify the passions he condemns? Every Christian
« ought to abstain from them, however innocent he may flatter himself
# to be, in bringing from these places an untainted heart. It is sullied
« by being there; since by his presence alone he has participated in
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': sabbath ; ‘some calculation may be formed of the éxtent
* of the evil which arises from so ﬂagrant a violation of the
divine command. This occurs in a land where pure and
undefiled religion is professed, and declared to be practically
- regarded. It is, however, a just subject of gratitude that

no such profane conduct is to be seen in our own happy

country.*

The extraordinary circumstances which here fell under

my observation are awfully instructive. They clearly
evince that the forms of superstition have lost their energy,
even for maintaining formal decency. As to the worship
of Protestants, although they who adore the Almighty in
that character, are seldom so grossly profane as to go
direct from a church to a theatre, yet they require ad-
moriition, and ought to take warning, and studiously avoid
the rock on which so many have made shipwreck of
faith. 'When men discover a spirit of* frivolity and levity,

it. betrays the secret that their worship has not been |

spiritual.. Many persons spend part of the sacred day
in walking or visiting, merely for the purpose of amuse-
ment or empty talk. They thus proclaim that their con-
duct in the church was an impious lie. It frequently is
the preparation for bolder iniquity in the closing scenes of
the day. Many are thus induced to sanction bull-fighting,
cards, da.ncmg, and other amusements, which are at open
variance with that spirit in which we ought to be on the
Lord’aday. S

On Monday the 26th of October, I embarked on board
a new French vessel, the St. Jean Baptist, sailing direct

-

« the works of Satan, a;\d violated the most sacred promises he had_

“ made to Jesus Christ, and to his Church.” MasiLroN.

« It is at the theatre our daughters are taught the art of slulfully
« conducting an intrigue, of concealing from their parents the secrets

* of their hearts, and of cherishing a pmlon condemned by propriety
¢ and morality.” Asse CLEMENT.
A ' I love thee mll
My country ! and while yet a nook is left,
* Where English minds and manners may be found,
*Shall be constrain'd to love thee._ . Cowrzn.
B3 .
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for Alexandria, in Egypt. 1 agreed to pay for the passage
fifteen Napoleons, (124 10s. sterling), to lay in my own
stores, and if, at the end of the voyage, I was satisfied
with the civility and attention given me by the captain, I
promised something more as ‘a gratuity.

" A voyage in the Mediterranean has been so frequently
described, that no novelty can reasonably be expected from
my pen, as to any circumstance which occurred to me.
I encountered the usual baffithg and tempestuous winds,
which are so often alluded to in the classical writers and
the sacred scriptures, as attending the enterprises of ancient
navigators. At one moment we were in a dead calm,
and at another a hurricane set in,- which threatened to
upset the vessel. In passing the Island of Candia,.for
merly denominated Crete*, (for the Franks only have
superseded the classical naine, and it is stillso called by

, the Greeks,) I could not avoid the recollection, that-here
the gospel was planted by St. Paul himself But now,
alas| the vineyard is overrun with the weeds of Greek
and Roman error, and Mahomedan devastation; thus
verifying the declaration of the inspired Apostle, that
Paul may plant, and Apollos water, but God giveth the
increase. That this great convert to the faith was the
first to carry the glad tidings of salvation to Crete, no
doubt can be entertained; his address to Titus clearly
proves the fact.

" The cloudy and tempestuous weather which prevails
between this island and the coast of Greece, has in all ages
been the cause of so much alarm to mariners, that the
hazards of the passage are proverbial. Revelation, in my
judgment, is in some degree rendered authentic, and de-
rives the strongest confirmatory evidence, from what is re-
corded respecting the voyage of this ambassador of Christ,
when considered with reference to what happened to him
at that place.+

- It may be proper here to observe, that many persons

' are disposed to think that swallows, from disappearing in

. ]
® Titus i, 5. 4+ Acts xxvi, 2023,

N
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winter, secure a retreat in some sequestered spot, where '
they sleep. or sink intp .a torpid state, and ere only awaken-
ed by the influence of spring. I apprehend, however,
this is a mistake. The fact is, their migration is annual
and regular. Of this I had the fullest proof in the ime
mesige bodies of those birds which I perceived pushing
their way in the direction of Egypt from" Europe, during
the  present month, when the winter sets in. When
they depart early, it is'considered as a prognostication
of severe weather. They return to our climate in the
beautiful season of the year. This circumstance is ex-
pressly alluded to in the scriptures.®* There are indeed
mapy passages in which this bird is particularly referred
to.. It appears to have been of a privileged kind, and was
permitted to construet its nest in the cloister of the
sanctyary  of Jehovah.4 It was ranked among those

whose likeness, as an object of idolatry, was reprobated
under the Mosaic dispensation.}

.After passing Candia; we had a pleasant runto the coast
of Egypt. The wind was in general favorable, the wea~’
ther cheerful, and very warm for the season, as we ap-
progched Alexandria. When, however, the famous pillar.
of Pompey, became visible, the breezes from the low sa.ndy
coast-came off, and forced us to beat about. Nothing in
the course of the voyage was more disagreesble than this
tantalizing situation, At night I was gratified with the
sight of a phenomenon, which. had never struck me so
forcibly on' any former occasion. The sky appeared
remarkably serene, and its azure so pure and beautiful,
that the stars shone with a brilliancy of which it is not

. *Jer.viii.7. t Psalmlxxxiv.3. 3 Deut.iv.15,16,17. '
In speaking of these birds, I cannot refrain from mentioning a cir-
cumstance related to me by a friend, expressive of their industry, and
fidelity to each other. A swallow had built her nest under the porch’
of his house, which happened to fall during a storm. In consequence
of this the place was soon surrounded by & number of swallows, who, with
the utmost diligence, co-operated, rebuilt the nest, and after putting,
the original proprietor in possession, quietly left it.
B¢
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possible to convey an adequate idea to the inhabitants of
our humid atmosphere. The view of the heavens off this
coast I shall ever consider as one of the most splen-
did displays of the magnificence of creation. When
I looked at those glorious orbs as they sparkled in the
clear crystal of their spheres, I could not refrain from
~ exclaiming in the language of holy writ, if the  stars are
not pure in God’s sight, how much less man that is a
worm, and the son of man which is a worm 1”* |

" On the second night the wind from the shore freshened
into a gale, and a considerable degree of anxiety began
to prevail on board, lest our provisions should be ex-
hausted-before the completion of the voyage. The captain,
who, it may be observed, had previously boasted he had
holy-water on board, without which he never attempted

to put to sea, appeared now to have no confidence in his -

only safeguard, but in a frenzy of passion blasphemed the
name of God, and chided the winds with horrid oaths and
imprecations, as if they were capable of being controlled
by the angry remonstrances of a feeble mortal. ‘The gale
increased to a frightful tempest, which forced us to stand
out to sea. At a distance we saw water spouts of a pifd-
dlglous helght, and were under great apprehension of
commg in contact with them. Another passenger-and

were shut up under hatches. Every sail-was fiitled,
the helm lashed, and the vessel allowed to encounter the
pitiless gale under bare poles. The thunder at this time
was terrific. The bark frequently appeared as if enveloped
in flames by the lightning. The cracking of the masts,
threatening to fall every moment; the stammering of .the
mariners on deck; the violent whistling of the wind
through the ropes; with the breaking of articles below,
and the violent tossing to and fro of the ship, excited an
apprehension every moment that she was going down,
and rendered this a most awful night. The stars, as they
were seen through the clouds, appeared as if they were
driven from their courses, and the surrounding billows

* Job xxv. 5 6.
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sparkled and flashed. It was with the greatest difficulty
that the captain and mariners were able to keep a firmy
footing on the deck of the vessel, which groaned as she
plunged into the hollow of the waves. 'We paturally con-
cluded that we should quickly be hurried into the eternal
world. Every thing indeed proclaimed that it was im-
possible for human power to save us, and that we were
altogether in the hands of that almighty Being, who ¢ mea~
sureth the waters in the hollow of his hand.”*

In the course of the following day, when this dreadful
tempest had abated, we observed several very large fishes
sporting about the ship, some of which could not be less
than sixty feet in length, and appeared as long as the vessel
itself. Sceptics are known to be in the practice of dis~
puting,’ nay, even reviling the veracity of the book of l
Jonah, by contending that there are no fish of such mag- }
nitude in the Mediterranean sea, as that described to !
have been the miraculous preserver of the Prophet.4+ But
exactly in the same portion of the sea where the vessel
with Jonah encountered the tempest, I have been witness
to their existence, after the subsiding of a storm, in which
pérhaps the agitation of the waters roused these enor- '
mous monsters from their oozy beds in the caverns of
the great deep.

About four o’clock in the afternoon of Saturday the
28th of November, we at last entered the port of Alexan-
dria, when an armed Arab came on board to act as a
pilet. I was surprized to find so many vessels of all na~
tions in the harbour, to be loaded with grain, having been
led to expect from the desolated state of Egypt, that I
should have seen this great ancient port almost deserted.
But Egypt, under her change, is so endowed by nature
with extraordinary fertility, that she still continues to pour
her corn and fruits from the horn of abundance into the
lap of other nations. In .opposing avarice to tyranny,
commerce has here still preserved her seat, and by, the
benefits which she has shewn herself capable of bestowing,

* Isaiah Ix. 12, + Jouuh i. 17.



10 ALEXANDRI]A.. .

has obtained in Mohammed Ali, the present popular pacha
or governor of that extensive country, a most indefatigable
and powerful protector.

On landing I proceeded to the house of Mr. Lee,

. ﬁ.\e British Consul, who was polite and hospitable. I found

I had been deceived by the information .given me by the
banker at Marseilles, and that the coin of this country
could have been obtained for my money in return for bills
on England; a hint which may be useful to future tra-

" vellers. I engaged a servant who spoke different lan-

guages; this is an indispensable requisite. 1 strongly re-
commend an attention to this qualification, and that pro-

. per certificates as to honesty and integrity be produced,

since an almost unlimited degree of confidence must be
placed in them as guides. , Life and safety are in their
bands, and a successful termination of the journey chiefly
depends on their fidelity.
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ALEXANDRIA.=~ ABOLITION OF THE DISTINCTION OF HARBOURS
FOR THX MAHOMBDANS AND CHRISTIANS, BY THE COM+
MANDER OF THE BRITISH ARMY,~ CONTRAST BETWREN THE
ENGLISH AND FRENCH FORCES. — EXALTED OPINION ENTER-
TAINED OF THE FORMER BY THE EGYPTIANS, — OPPRESSIONS
,OF THE FRENCH. == SHORT HISTORY OF THE WAR.— REVOLU-
TION.— MAHOMMED ALI DECLARED PACHA, AND CONFIRMED"
BY THE PORTE.—IMPROVEMENTS UNDER HIS GOVERNMENT. —
GRAND CANAL FROM THE NILE TO ALEXANDRIA.— ANTIENT
PREJUDICE AS TO THE HARBOURS RENEWED.— DEMAND pr
BRITI.SH CONSUL THAT THE PRIVILEGES CONCEDED TO SIR
JOHN-STUART SHOULD BE EXERCISED.—— GRANTED. — IMPORe
TANT EFFECTS TO REUROPEANS. — OBSERVATIONS ON THX

- PLAGUE. — HOSPITAL AT ALEXANDRIA,~ PACHA'S FLEET.~
LANGUAGES SPOKEN AT ALEXANDRIA.

O all countries on ‘the face of the earth, Egypt has per-
haps a claim to the highest antiquity. It is supposed ori~
ginally to have been peopled by Mizraim, the son of Ham,
and is called by his name in Scripture. In the Psalms it
is denominated the Land of Ham. The etymology of the
name by which it is now known to us, is involved in great
uncertainty. It was here. that memorable acts were ex-
ercised by the stretched-out arm of the Almighty against
Pharach * and his band, and redeeming the children of
Israel from captivity, and establishing them high above
all nations in power and holiness.

Alexandria, or Scanderia, as it is sometimes called, was

 built by Alexander the Great. Itis divided into three dif-
' ferent parts, the upper, middle, and lower districts; but ne
part of the old city can now be described otherwise than

as a mass of ruins, weeping, as it were, over fallen gran-

® Deut.xi. 3. -+ Ib: xiii. 13. xxvi. 19,



12 ALEXANDRIA.

deur and the ravages of time. A portion, however, of the
antient walls is still standmg

The modern town, in its general appearance, is wretched

and mean, and has an air of poverty which it is ex-
tremely difficult to depict; in fact, with the excep-
tion of the palace of the Pacha and the houses of the Con-
suls, especially that of the Britisk, the habitations are de-
plorable in- the extreme, and every thing is totally at va-
riance with English manners, customs, and comforts.
* Most of the inhabitants are in rags. Those who are
occupied about the harbours are in a complete state of
nudity. The number of females is riot in proportion to
that of males. "They are miserable objects, having their
faces covered with ragged cloths, and small holes for the
eyes, a custom which is founded on certain religious tenets
which they profess. The Franks live in a part of the town
distinct from the Mahomedans, and there appears no re-
markable prejudice to their dress as Christians. One of the
regulations of police is, that no person is permitted to go
abroad at night without carrying a light. There is a eon-
vent at a short distance from the town, said to be built on
the spot where the church of Athanasius was founded. -

Before, however, 1 proceed further with a description

of Alexandria, it may not be improper' to bring- into
view some observations with regard to that period
when the English and. French armies were in Egypt;
those beneficial effects which have arisen to Earopeaas in
"consequence of the exertions of some of the commanders
of the British forces ; the estimation in which our army was
‘and is still held by ;the natives; with a sketch of the cha-
racter of the present Ruler, whose friendship it appears
to be so much the interest of England to cultivate and
secure.

‘Wheh the expulsion of the i*‘rench took place in
1801, the British army finally evacuated the country in
1808. On this occasion a variety of priyileges were se-
cured to the inhabitants of Alexandria, which extended to
all Europeans, in consequence of the exertions of Sir John
Stuart. One of the most important was giving permis-
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sion to the vessels of Europeans to enter, and make use ;
of the Western harbour, from which they had always been
expressly excluded, by motives of jealousy on the part -
of the Mussulmen; a port, in fact, which may be" con-
sidered as the only one ofperfect secuntyonthecoastof
Egypt.

Previous to the invasion of Buonaparte in 1798, ships
of war, and those of merchants from Europe, had only
liberty to enter the Eastern harbour, which, from the little
depth of water and its rocky bettom, was always attended
with a degree of danger. Independent of the great ad-
vantage possessed by the one harbour over the other, the
exclusion from that of ‘the western had become offensive to
Europeans, from the consideration. that it was deno-
minated by the Mahomedans ¢ Tke Harbour of the Faith-
Jul;” while, on the other hand, the eastern port, appro-
priated for the Europeans, was branded with the appel-
lation of ¢ The Harbour of the Infidel.”

This invidious distinction occupied the particular atten- *
tion of Sir John Stuart, who had the merit of accomplish~
ing its abolition, by throwing open the western harbour -
‘to European vessels of all descriptions. Incalculable ad-
vantages hgve in consequence followed, as they now ride
in all possible security, in sufficient depth of water, which
is moreover capable of admitting any number of slups of
the greatest burthen.

It may be observed, that under the government of the
Mamelukes, no Christian was permitted to ride on horse-
back along the streets of Grand Cairo, the capital, or in
any quarter of the country, that animal having been ex-
clusively reserved for the Mahomedans, who permit only
the ass to be used by Christians, who in fact were for-
merly obliged to dismount and walk till the inﬁdels had
passed them. Sir John had also the credit of giving a
blow to this indignity, and making a special stipulation,
that Christians should be entitled to the privilege of rid-
ing on horses it all parts of Egypt. -

With regard to the conduct of the English and French
armjes, it is impossible to_conceive a more stnkmg contrast
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than that whieh existed between thé one and the other, fo
the truth of which the natives bear. the most ample testi»
mony. That of the French rendered itself peculidrly odi-
ous, while the former conimanded universal respect. Buo-
naparte, without any provocation or declaration of hos-
tilities, suddenly invaded the country, which roused against
his troops, in no ordinary degree, all the religious and po-
litical feelings of the Egyptians. The operations com-
menced in- taking Alexandria by assault, when the gat-
rison was put to the sword, with many of the inliabitants.
This was followed by heart-rending scenes throughout'the
whole range of Lower and Upper Egypt; outrages which
the French appeared to justify on the ground of that re-
sistance which they had met with at all points, both from
Mamelukes and natives. The suthenticity of this fact is
strikingly confirmed by a French traveller who' accom-
. panied the armies during the campaign in that quarter. *

# We who had boasted that we were more just than the Mamelukes,
committed daily a great number of iniquitous acts. The soldiers sent
out on scouting parties frequently mistook for Meccans the poor mer-
chants belonging to a caravan, with whom they fell in, and before jus-
tice could be done them, two or three of them had been skot, a part of
their merchandize either plundered or pilfered. The gains which re-
sulted from these outrages fell invariably to the share of the loodsuckers
of the soldiers, who sought every opportunity to enrich themselves, being
constantly obliged to abandon their projects by the drums beating to
Aarms, or the trumpet sounding to horse. The situation of the inhabit-
ants, for whose happiness and prosperity we were no doubt come to
Egypt, was no better. If through terror they had been obliged to quit
their house¢ on our approach, on their return after we were withdrawn,
. they could find nothing but the mud of which the walls were formed.;
utengils, ploughs, doors, roofs, every thing .in short of a combustible
nature, had been- burned for cooking, the earthen pots broken, corn
- consumed, and the fowls and pigeons roasted and devoured, Nothing
" ‘was to be found except the bodies of their dogs killed in endeavouring
o save the property of their masters. If we made any stay in a village
the unfortunate inhabitants who had fled on our approach were sum-
.moned to return, under penalty of being treated as rebels who had joined
the enemy, and of being made to pay double contribution. 'When they
submitted to these threats, and came to pay the miri, it sometimes hap-
pened that they were 5o numerous as to be mistaken for a body of men
in arms, their clubs considered as muskets, in which case they were sure
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. 'The destruction of the French fleet at Aboukir had the
effect of cutting off all communication with France, and
thus confined the army to its own resources. In conse-
quence of this, rigorous contributions were levied on the
country for its support, which increased the exasperated
feelings of the natives, and prompted them to engage in a
most vindictive warfare. The object of the English army
in landing in Egypt, was to assist the forces of Turkey in
their operations of wresting the country from the hands of
such oppressors. . Instead of forcing any exactions after
the example of the French, the conduct of the British was
marked by principles most honourable and just. Ample
funds accompanied the troops, not only for their own pay-
ment, but for every article which was supplied to them by
the natives. No army, in short, stood on higher ground )
to command admiration than-that of Great Britain, not
only in this respect, and the - strict discipline which was
maintained, but the protection it afforded to property, and
that strictly impartial justice which it administered to all
the inhabitants during its occupation of Alexandria.

- These considerations, added to the advantages derived
from the revival of foreign commerce, were calculated to
impress the Egyptians not only with feelings of gratitude,
but to exalt still more their offinion of the liberality and
justice of the English. Indeed, I repeatedly had the grati-

of being assailed by several discharges from the riflemen and patroles,
before an explanation could take place. Those who were killed were
‘interred, and the sutvivors remained friends with us until a prope
‘opportunity presented itself for retaliation. It is true, that. provided
they did not quit their dwellings, but paid the miri and supplied the
wants of the army, they not only spared themselves the trouble of a
journey, and avoided the unpleasant abode of the desert, but saw their
provisions eaten with regularity, and might come in for their portion ‘of .
them, preserving a part of their doors, selling their eggs to the soldiers,
and having their wives and daughters ravished. ‘We also seized a convoy
of eight hundred sheep, which, without much difficulty, we persuaded
ourselves belonged to the enemy, and in the evening it conséled our
troops for the fatigue of the day!— Denom, vol. i. and ii. p. 243 \
and 375. ! !
—_—
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fication of hearing on the spot,. Great Bntam eulogized in
terms the most glowing and grateful.

The Ottoman troops co-operated cordially with those
of the British during the campaign, but they were after-
wards alienated in consequence of a decided part taken by
them in rescuing the Mameluke Beys, seized in violation

of the faith pledged to these chiefs, under the guarantee

of the British.

On the evacuation of Egypt by the British forces, in
March, 1808, Major Misset was appointed British Resi-
dent at Cairo, and Samuel Briggs, Esq. Consul at Alex-
andria, for the purpose of supporting the political and
commercial interests of England, and strictly presetving
those privileges which had been granted through the acti-
vity of Sir John Stuart.

At the period of the embarkation of the English troops,
a. considerable degree of alarm had been excited

among the European inhabitants, but Hourchid Pacha,
the Turkish Governor of Alexandria, by confining the

Albanian troops within the forts, prevented those scenes of
tamult and disorder which otherways would probably
have occurred. Two months, however, had scarcely
elapsed from the departure of the British, before important
events arose; a revolution at Cairo, which threw the whole
of Egypt into confusion, and a renewal of the war between
England and France. This change of circumstances
excited apprehensions, that it had formed part of the plan
of Buonaparte to lay his devouring hand upon Egypt,

and our Indian possessions. The revolution was effected

by the Albanian soldiery, on the ground of arrears of pay
being due to them. The Turkish Viceroy was besieged
in his palace, took to flight, and escaped to Damietta, at
the mouth of the Nile. The Albanians again, weak in
themselves, incited the Mamelukes to join; and thus, by
a co-operation of force, Damietta was taken, and followed
by the expulsion of the Viceroy from the country. The
authority of the Porte over Egypt, with the exception of

Alexandria, was nominal, and the jealousy of the Alba- -
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nians and Mamelukes kept the country, for two years, in a
state of anarchy and confusion,

Hence may. be dated, that remarkable crisis which called
forth the superior talents and courage of Mahomet Ali
Pacha, the present Ruler of Egypt. He at once stood
forward as its deliverer, boldly laid hold of the helm of
public affairs, and was proclaimed Viceroy of Egypt, an
elevation which was confirmed by the Porte. He after-
wards gradually restored tranquillity to the country; since
which the most beneficial effects have followed.

Among other acts of liberality and pohcy, the P&Ch@.
opened Egypt for the reception of the natives and artisans
of all other countries, under every religious denomingtion,
that they might take up their abode, exercise their pros
fessions, and receive every possible protection. Every
encouragement was . likewise given to improvements in
Agriculture. The finances' of the State were put into a
proper train; & person of abilities and integrity was consti-
tuted Minister; and, in short, improvements were adopted
in various ways throughout the country.

The want of internal navigation.in Egypt being severely
experienced, particularly in 1817, when a scarcity having
prevailed over Europe, vessels from . all quarters re-
sorted to it for supplies, which were there in abundance,
a bar, or bank of sand, was thrown up’ near Rosetta,
at the mouth of the Nile, so that during tempestuoys
weather, no grain could be transported to the ships at
Alexandria. Such indeed was the pressure, that at one
time threehundred sail of vessels were waiting for cargaes,
at the same moment, some of which incurred heavy der
murrage, others sailed half loaded, and many returned in
ballast. - Much of the. grain also received damage, frem
being exposed to heavy rains, in open boats, which were
detained sometimes from twenty to forty days, waiting for
an opportunity to cross the bar.

" Various expedients were adopted to remove these em-

barrassutents, which afforded, however, only temporary

relief, The advantages of a proper navigable Canal, were

then strongly pointed out to the Pacha, whose interests
c
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had been. as ‘much affected as those of the merchantsi
Accordingly, in the year 1818, it was resolved, that such
an operation should be commenced with expedition. With
this view, - the labouring class of Egyptians, to the amount
of 250,000, were put in a state of requisition, and received
a month’s pay in advance, In each village and district,
the work to be performed was marked out, and the im-
portant undertaking happily concluded. This grand Canal
extends forty-eight miles in length, is ninety feet in width,
and about twenty in depth, and was opened with great
pomp, to the joy of the Pacha and the inhabitants, on the
7th of December, in the same year.**

In February, 1805, Lord Nelson appeared off Alex&
andria, under an idea that the French fleet, which escaped
from Toulon, had directed its course to Egypt. On as~
certaining, however, from Consul Briggs, it was not in
those seas, that gallant Admiral turned round, and with
the most indefatigable activity, pursued the enemy to thé
'West Indies; never relaxing his vigorous and gallant
efforts in the cause of his country for one moment, until
he terminated his career, in the month of October that
year, at the memorable victory of Trafalgar.

England, by its alliance with Russia, having become. 8
party in the war which took place between Russia and the
Porte, in 1806, a British squadron was dispatched in the
spring of the following year, to force the passage of the
Dardanelles; and at the same time, British troops were
ordered: from Sicily, to occupy Alexandria, not only with
the view of forcing the Porte to accede to proper terms;
but to prevent the French from acquiring the possession of

- * It has come to light since these pages were written, that it formed
part of the numerous schemes of Buonaparte when in this country,.to
bave made a canal from the Red Sea to the Nile. “I had the Red
Sea surveyed, and found its waters were thirty feet higher than the
Mediterranean when they were highest, and twenty at the lowest.
The Nile was seven feet lower than the Red Sea, when at the lowest,
but fourteen feet higher during the inundation. The expence was cal-
culated at-gighteen milliens of franks, and two years labour.”—s
O’ Meara, p, 438, N §
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Epypt. ' During this crisis the English Consuls, considered
it proper to decline the means afforded them by a British
ship of war, for their embarkation, and resolved to remain
firm at their posts, under a conviction that they would still
be respected, as heretofore, by the local govemment and
population.

The disastrous events which occurred at Rosetta, and
the expedition in contemplation against Portugal, led to
the recal of the British troops from Alexandria, when it
was given up to Mahomed ‘Ali, in September, 1807. Had
the city-indeed béen censidered any longer of moment, it
thight have been secured againist-any force... By delivering
it up, however, to the Viceroy, and placing it under the
same goveniment as the other. parts of Egypt, it evidently
strengthened the country, in a greater degree than when
subject to the government.of: Constantinople; and accom-
plished one object of the expedition, the chance of its
falling into the hends of the French, and keeping our In-
dian possessions, which Buonaparte had long caveted, in a
state of security.- ' This fact has been most :clearly' demon-
striated by information. afterwards lmpa.rbed by himself dur-
ing his captivity at .St. Helena:* - The acquisition of the
port of Alexandria and: its fortifications must have been
considered invalusble to the Viceroy, as they contributed -
4o exténd. his' reseurdes, .and consohdate his power as
Governor of Egypt, .

. During the war which contumed between England and
the Parte, .the British Consuls were withdrawn from
Egypt, and the ancient prejudice was revived, of shutting
out frdm the use of the western harbour of Alexandria all
‘the. Eurapean shipping. ‘On the return of -peace in.1809,
-Mr. Briggs resumed his furictions as Consul in that place,
.and strenuously insisted on the immediate and free exercise
of this nnportant right, which.had been originally claimed
by, and given op to, Sir John Stuart. This was followed

.. “Egy;‘n once in possession of the French, farewell India to the
English. This was one of the grand oluecu I aimed at.”— O’ Mcara,
‘p. 75. )

c2
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by a long negotiation, when it was at last conceded by the
Viceroy.

This right, added to the other, with respect to the Chris~
tians riding on horseback, are uninterruptedly enjoyed at
the present moment ; and thurs,. when an Englishman treads
the soil of Egypt, he has the pride of reflecting,-that under
the arms of Britain and the vigerous exertions of her Na-
tives, be is indebted for' these peculiar advantages in that
remote quarter of the globe. '

Having considered it expedient to bring these circum-
stances into view, so interesting to the English nation, and
honourable to her Sons, I shall mention some of the lead-~
ing objects which are to be seen in Alexandria. Before,
however, proceeding to this, I may be permitted just to
advert for a moment to the * arrow that flieth by day,”*
Tnamely, the plague, which always creates so much alarm to
the traveller.

Opinions have been entertained that the disease in
Egypt is endemial : but it is a singular fact, that although
some of the soldiers of the British and French armies were
infected during the year 1801, yet it gradually diminished
by the adoption of certain judicious regulations, established
at a Board of Hesalth by the English, till it ceased in

. 1808. From this time, during & period of ten years, the
whole country was exempted from this pestilence. - It made
its appearance again in the year 1813, when it was im-
ported from Constantinople, where it raged the whole of
the preceding year; and from that season down to the

" period I was in Egypt, the country had (with the excep-
tion of the Upper Provinces and mountainous districts,
which are rarely visited with it), been regularly during
spring afflicted. In general, this scourge is checked by the
intense heats during the months of July and August. It
may be further observed, that among the anomalies of this
extraordinary disease, there is one authenticated fact, viz.
that the vessel which was presumed to have communicated
the infection from Alexandria to Malta during the same

* Psalm xci. 5.

-}
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year, was not only navigated, on her return to that port
by a fresh crew without losing an individual, and who were
discharged in good health, but the cargo, consisting of
flax pnd leather, (which convey the contagion,) was landed
by the native Arabs with impunity.

To administer relief, so far as human means could ac-
complish, to the European seamen who might be infected
with this frightful disease, a subscription was entered into,
for founding a proper Hospital at Alexandria for their
reception, and a small sum was imposed on vessels and
cargoes, to promote so benevolent an object, from which
great benefits have arisen.

The Pacha has a few ships fitted out as men of war.
‘The admiral or commander of these is Ismael Gibralta, a
man of great ability, who has obtained a full share of ap-
probation.

. The Arabic language is spoken at Alexandria. Those
persons, however, who maintain commercial intercourse
with Europeans, use the Italian. The number of resident
Franks is estimated at two hundred.

On the 2d of December the thermometer of Fahrenhext

stoodat75degrees
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CHAP. III.

POMPEY'S PILLAR.—COURAGE OF A BRITISH FEMALE IN AS-
° CENDING TO THE TOP OF IT.— THE TWO FAMOUS OBELISKS
" CALLED CLEOPATRA’S NEEDLES.— EFFORTS OF THE BRITISH
ARMY TO TRANSPORT ONE OF THESE TO ENGLAND.— SUB-
* SCRIPTIONS MADE WITH THIS VIEW, BUT POUND INADEQUATE
TO THE SUM REQUIRED.— MAHOMED ALI'S SHIP OF WAR,
- WHICH ARRIVED IN LONDON, REPAIRED BY ENGLISH Go-
. VERNMENT. —~ RETURNS TO "EGYPT WITH PRESENTS FROM
THE PRINCE mnnr.—rnn PACHA’S LIBERALITY IN PRE-

SENTING TO THE PRINCE THE OBELISK-—OFFICERS DIS-.

PATCHED TO ALEXANDRIA, TO EXAMINE AND REPORT ON
MEASURES TO BE ADOPTED TO REMOVE IT.— OPINION OF A

BRITISH ADMIRAL.— PHAROS.— ALEXANDRIAN LIBRARY.—

KHALIS, — INTRODUCTION TO MAHOMED ALI. — DESCRIPTION
OF HIM, AND CONVERSATION -ON THE OCCASION.-— WAR
WITH THE.SECT OF WACHABEES.— POWER AND RESOURCES.
— POPULARITY, — LAWS.

I suaLL not attempt to describe the remains of former
days, which present themselves in different parts of Alex-
andria and the neighbourhood, since this has been amply
done by other travellers. I visited the most remarkable
objects of interest; the walls surrounding the city may be
four miles in circumference. In going along, the Christian
cannot fail to recollect the fact, that this place gave birth to
one, who stands recorded in the inspired volume, as having
been greatly distinguished for eloquence, and a profound
knowledge of Revelation. *

I was particularly struck with a famous column, deno-

minated that of Pompey, situated a short distance to the-

south of the walls. It is about 100 feet in height, of red
granite, with a Corinthian capital, calculated, in the whole,

* Acts, xviii, 24.
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to weigh about 400 tons, and is beautifully. poised. As
great part of the stones or pedestal on'which it is erected,
have-been excavated or taken away, the column leans a
little, and it is astonishing this noble object of antiquity
has not long ago bowed to the ground. I was surprised at
being told that an Irish heroine had the courage to climb
to the top of it, an act which she accomplished by a rope
thrown round it by means of a kite.

This was repeated on another occasion by an officer of

the English.navy, who applied a set of rigged shrouds to
ascend to the summit of the pillar, where he made some
observations. I have attempted to give a sketch of this -
undertaking in the annexed plate. The column is seen at .
a_great distance, and forms an important landmark for -
marihers approaching the flat shores of Alexandria.
- On the western part of its pedestal is an inscription,
which having been decyphered, is found to record, that it
was eonsecrated to the memory of Diocletianus the tutelar
deity of Alexandria. A circular cavity has been discovered
in the centre of the capital, where it is conjectured that a
statue had been placed. Others have supposed that it
contained an urn, in which the ashes of some person of
distinction were deposited. It may in either case be re-
garded as a sepulchral pillar or funereal relic. The French
displayed the .cap of liberty from. its summit; but this was
quickly levelied to the ground by the British troops. At
one time it narrowly escaped from being blown up with
gunpowder by the barbarous hand of an Arab. -

The two Obelisks, under the denomination of the
Needles of Cleopatra, were the next attracting relics. Each
of these colossal objects, which have been celebrated for
ages, and excited just admiration for exquisite workman-
ship and antiquity, are formed of one solid block of red
granite, originally conveyed from the quarries in Upper
Egypt near thg cataracts, and are situated close to the sea
shore. One of these stands perpendicular, and the other
lies in an oblique position on its pedestal. Each is about
70 feet in height, from 180 to 190 tons in weight, upwards
of seven feet square at the base; the four sides of both are

c 4
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"richly ‘adorned with hieroglyphics, sculptured upwards of
an inch in depth. They have no eyes. The pedestals are
formed of the same granite, each of them about nine feet

- square, and seven in height. These Needles have beem

considered as part of the proud and lofty monuments which

once ornamented the entrance to the Palace of Cleopatra.

It appears to have been a very ancient practice to set up

such Obelisks before Edifices of splendor

" On the termiriation of hostilities in Egypt in the year
1801, several officers of rank proposed to convey the

Obelisky which lay horizontally, to England, in order to

be exhibited in some proper situation, as a monument of

British achievements. It had, evidently, at one time, en-

tered into the contemplation of Buonaparte to remove it

to France. Lord Cavan, Admiral Donally, and others,
who were so fully competent to decide on its importance to

England, examined it with attention. Subscriptions were

set on foot among the officers of the army and navy serving

in Egypt, to raise a sum to transport it to London. The
design was abandoned at the time, though it was resolved
that some memento should be left on the spot. Accord-
ingly there was engraven, on a Tablet of white marble, an
inscription explanatory of the valour and intrepidity which
was so eminently displayed by the British Army under

General Sir Ralph Abercromby, and the Navy under Earl

Nelson and Sir Sidney Smith, and placed under the

ped&stal. " All travellers have deplored that this invaluable

piece of antiquity has not, by some expedxent, been brought
to England. The idea of removing it, however, at some
future period, was not lost sight of by Mr. Briggs.

In the year 1810, the Ship of war, Afiica, belonging to.
the Pacha, having occasion to proceed to England, Go-
vernment, no doubt, calculating on the beneficial effects
which might be obtained for Britain in a commercial and
political point of view, by securing the friendship of the
Pacha, saw the expediency of making some repairs to this
vessel. In consequence of this she was admitted into the

* 2 Chron iii. 15. 1 Kings, vii, 6.
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Royal dock at Woolwich, coppered, rigged, ornamented,
and fitted like a British man-of-war; and returned to
Alexandria with presents from the Prince Regent to his
Highness. " These acts of liberality were never forgotten,
but, on the contrary, made a proper impression on the
mind of the Viceroy, and laid the foundation of a friendly un-
derstanding between the Governments of the two countries.
On the application of the English administration, he agreed
to supply horses from Egypt to mount a regunent of
British dragoons engaged in the Spanish campaign; and
notwithstanding the general prohibitions of the Ottoman
Government to export grain, yet he furnished supplies
of corn to the island of Malta, and our forces in the Me-
diterranean.

Still entertaining an idea that he had not, by these means,
discharged his obligations, he consulted Mr. Briggs
whether any further compensation should be made by him
for the mark of attention he had received from our Govern-
ment; that gentleman suggested the propriety of offering
to his Royal Highness the Prince Regent, the Obelisk,
called the Needle of Cleopatra. On this subject several
personal conferences took place with the Pacha and Mr.
Briggs, and a correspondence was opened between the
latter and the Egyptian Minister.

Accordingly, on Mr. Briggs returning to this country
in 1820, he received a letter from the Minister, authorising
him to offer that relic to the Prince Regent, * as a mark
of gratitude and esteem for the favours received,” and the
Needle was from that moment at the disposal of the British
Government.

On this, a suitable communication was made to Govern-
ment, when his Majesty was graciously pleased to accept
the offer, and orders were given to consider the proper
means to be adopted for its conveyance to England. Offi-
cers of ability were dispatched to Alexandria, who surveyed
it, and determined on the necessary operations to convey it
to its destination, and a report, it is understood, has been
drawn up on the practicability of its removal. A variety
of opinions have been entertained by persons of skill and
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ability on this subject, and I bave now particularly to refer
to one which has been lately expresised to me by the gallant
Admiral inserted in the Append:x.’ ‘

Since it therefore now remains with the British Govern-
ment to decide, if the measures suggested are to be followed
up, to transport this relic of antiquity to the British Capital,
I would express a hope that no time may be lost in carry-
ing them into execution. But if, contrary to expectation,
this is declined, on the ground of expence, there cannot
be a doubt but that some spirited individuals will be found
in Britain, and especially among the Army and Navy
which fought in Egypt, and wrested from -the enemy the
standard demominated INvINCIBLE,{ who, highly appre-
ciating such an object, will at once contribute the sum

necessary to transport it hither, and which I conceive can-

not exceed 12,000l. sterling. Should this enormous
Obelisk be landed in England, and set up in some com-
manding situation, it will form a'noble and striking object;
which probably will not be exceeded by.any of those monu-
ments or columns which have been erected either in the

Roman, Parisian, or British Capitals, or, perhaps, on any -

other- spot of the globe: It will be eminently calculated
to keep alive and hand down to future: ages,. that ever me-
morable contest which took place in the ¢ land of Egypt,”
hetween our brave soldiers and sailors, with the forces of
that extraordinary man who became the tyrant of the
world and the destroyer of the peace of mankind.

- The ruins of the celebrated Pharos, of which the lower
part is about an 1Q0 feet in length, also arrests the attention
of a traveller. This has been with justice considered one
of the seven wonders of the world, not only on account of
its grandeur, but its’ utility, and dedicated “to the Gods
‘protectors of the safeguard of sailors.” On the top of it,
a - vast: mirror of polished metal was so disposed as to
present the image of distant vessels before they.became
‘visible to the naked eye; and, during the night, the same
‘plate, illuminated by lamps, served to direct their course.

* Append. p. L "+ March.21..1801.
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* Here I may be allowed to ‘remark, that the polished
reflector used at the Pharos of Alexandria, appears to
have been in some respects a kind of telescope. I am not
aware, ‘however, that any accurate account exists of the
telescopes which were in use among the antients, though,
that such instruments were known and employed for astro-
nomical purposes, cannot be doubted. I am inclined to
think it might have been to such telescopes, whatever may
have been their construction, that Saint Paul alludes®, in
speaking of the doctrine of faith, and not to Looking-glasses
or Mirrors, as some have been led to suppose. Of this
celebrated one, little is now discoverable. The basis has
perhaps served for the nucleus of the castle at the entrance
of the new Port, as there are several columns and shafis of
marble visible in the sea near the walls, which, it may be
reasonably conjectured, belonged at one time to that superb
structure.

- Alexandria haslong been marked as the scene of many
interesting events connected with the history of our holy
religion.. It was in the royal Ptolemeian library, that the
famous translation of the Bible called the Septuagint, was
executed ; . and.in the libraries of the Aléexandrian schools
flourished many of those eminent.Divines who are con-
sidered as the Fathers of the church. This library was,
indeed, famous for many ages, and not more remerkable
en.account of the vast number of books which it contained
thmthewcumstancesmwhch it'was at different periods
demoyéd.

.+Thetfifat \mllecuon muformed by the Ptolemm; tbe
qneutors df .the renowned (Cleopatrs, and destroyed during
the diege of- the city, in what was 'pompously- denominated
the Alexandrian war . of. Julius. Ceesar. The second was
sade by that Royal . personage bérself, assisted by Mark
Antony, who contributed 200,000 volumes, pillaged from
the ' Jibraries of the Eastern provinces. This was un-
doubtedly the most magnificent of all the libraries of an-
tiquity, It was .established “in the temple of Serapis, in

* 1 Cor. xiii. 12.
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spacious chambeis, adorned with beautiful statues, and the
most exquisite productions of art, the offerings which
the Egyptians had presented to the idol. This was de-
stroyed in the year 389, when idolatry was abolished in
the city by the zeal of Theophilus, bishop. of Alexandria.
The account of what took place on that occasion, as illus-
trative of the spirit of the age, and the influence which -
idolatry still maintained on the minds of the Christians,
mierits a recital here.

This distinguished ecclesiastic had long observed, with

. grief, that many of the baptized still venerated the Pagan
' rites paid to Serapis, at the periodical inundations of the

Nile ; and having procured authority from the Emperor at

" Constantinople, he determined to put an end to this abomi-

nation. When he promulgated this warrant, the true
Christians flew to arms, but the Pagans fled to the temple,.
resolved to defend their idol and altars to the uttermost.
A dreadful conflict ensued. The brazen gates, which
led to the courts of it, were forced open, the accumulated
treasures of ages plundered, the libraries. were scattered as
records of folly, and the whole external and surrounding
edifices totally dilapidated. - The votaries of Serapis, who
during the tumult had retreated to the temple, imploring
the aid of this dumb idol, still resolved not to surrender;
and they were accordingly attacked in their strong hold.
This Temple was - constructed of ‘massy materials, .the
doors of which, being of solid brass, resisted the impetuosity
of the zealous Christians; but they were ultimately burst
open, and the colossal statue of-Serapis. exposed to view.
This was esteemed a sovereign piece of art, and, the mag-
nitude of the object, with the magnificent style of. the
workmanshxp of its countenance, excited a great sensation
in the assailants, who .had been accustomed to hold the
statae in such high religious veneration; and a belief was
still entertained by many of them, that, should any impious
hand dare to attack the God, he would with his sceptre

, instantly smite.the globe .of the earth.and shatter it to
' pieces.

This superstition, combined with the grandeur of the
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statue itself, and that awful obscurity in" which ‘it was ‘en-
veloped within the spacious edifice, had for. some time the
effect of restraining the impetuosity of the multitude. At
last, a soldier attempted to enter the sanctuary, brandishing
his battle-axe. The assailants, astonished at his intrepidity,
gazed upon him in silent wonder, while the terrified pagans,
in all the recesses of the building, crouched, trembling with
terror.  The soldier, however, appeared to be undaunted,
amd struck the idol with his weapon ; the blow started the
plate of metal which formed part of the external coating,
from the wood to which it was fastened, and it fell to the
pavement with a noise that resounded throughout the tem- '
ple. The Christians shouted, the Pagans stood aghast,
-and almost incredulous to the evidence of their own sight ;
the triumphant soldier repeated his blows, and soon found
companions to co-operate with him in the work; and in
the coarse of a short time the huge idol was demolished.
The ‘metal covering was torn from the frame of timber
of which it was constructed, the limbs and members
dragged through the ‘streets, and ultimately consumed in
the flames of fire of the Circus.

Although the great Alexandrian collection of literature
-was much injured and dispersed on this calamitous occa-
sion, yet it was pot till the year 639, when the city was
taken, in the time of Caliph Omer, that its destruction was
eompleted. In the palace of the Governor, the relics of
the antient library had been again arranged, and a vast
number of controversial writings added to the collection.
-Some of - the learned theologians who resided at that time
in Alexandria, implored the conqueror to preserve the
Jibrary for the use of students, a request which was sub-
mitted to the consideration of the Caliph. ¢ If these
books,” observed Omer, in his answer, ¢ agree with the
book of God, (Koran,) they are useless, and need not be
preserved ; if they disagree, they are pernicious, and ought
t0.be destroyed.” They were destroyed accordingly, and
anany are disposed to believe that a great mass of human
‘presumption. was consigned to oblivion. The historian,
however, with .the classical scholar, and.the.student. of
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sacred literaturé, mist ‘ever ‘deplore thé évent as ‘an irres
parable loss. Siice that périod, ‘Alexandris, ‘which- Had
formerly been held as the very fountsin of knowledge, -has
become the seat and receptacle of ignorance, as gross ab
the idolatry of the worshippers of Serapis, and equally
dark, with respect to religion, as if the lamp of Revelation
had never shed its glorious radiance.to dlspersc ‘thd, clbnds
of Egyptian mysteries, .

'On the 8th of December, Mahomet Al -the: pmebent
Pacha or Governor of Egypt, the BRégenerhtor,. as: he. is
called by many, hdving finished :a' war, in'which he: had
been long engaged with the Wachabees, in - the eonrse
of a tour through his possessions, arrived at Alexandria.
Previous to this great preparations had beeh made, es-
pecially by several of the Eurepesns.residing there,. to
celebrate his visit by a splendid illumination. . -

- This leads to & remark, that theEgypuahsbgnheen
always celebrated for their ingenuity and spleadousr:in such
exhibitions. I understand  that illuminations sre still very
common at all their festivals. It appears, in fact, to be con-
sidered, that there is mo proper =djoicing among -them
which is unaceompsgnied with a display of light. For-this
purpose they mpke use of earthan lamps, which-are put
into deep glass vessels, in such.a manner that the glass is
at least two-thirds higher than the lamp, to prevent it, from

"being extinguished by the wind.. Nothirig can excetd the

beauty of some of those' devices, exhibited in the i mgemons

" distribittion of lamps.

In the Capital of Egypt this particularly - occurs on the
opening of the Khalis to receive the: aninual overflow of
the Nile. There are then represented upon the waters,
figures made of lamps, such as palaces, mosques, stars, and
trees, in an infinite number, extending from one end: of
the city to the other. Sometimes there are statues of fire,
representing the sexes, which at the further distance they
are seen, the more beautiful they appear.- These are
formed of maechines of wood, each in a boat, filled with

i lights from top to bottom, and supposed to contain sbove
' “four thonsand lamps, and. so ingeniously disposed, that e
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all sides a spectator supposes he sees two human beings
enveloped in a blaze of fire. All the acabas or barks of
- the Pacha and Beys are also adorned with lamps ; and the
music of trampets, flutes, and drums are continually

heard mingled with the noise of a variety of fire arms and

ordnance.

The opening of the Khalis, at all times, has been con~
sidered famous, even among the antient Egyptians. Coms
mentators-have been induced to suppose, that it was to the
splendor of iluminations on the Nile that the son of Sirach
refers *; the name Geon, being ‘afterwards applied to the
Nile, in allusive comparison with the Gikon, or river of
Paradise mentioned in Seripture.+ At one period it was
called Gayon, by the Abyssinians; and it is said, that,
in the year 1822, when Simon Simeonis, a devout Irish
pilgrim, visited the Holy Land, it was known by a name
wvery similar; and Josephus; the historian, supposed that
the Gion of Paradise was no other than the river of Egypt.
The difference of the orthography appears to afford no

objection, since the sounds of Geon and Gikon are almost -

exactly similar. I am inclined to coincide with those.who
suppose, - that the son of Sirach, in describing the glory of
the doctrine of knowledge, compared ‘it with the grand
periodical illuniination of the Egyptians. What affords
strong confirmation to this opinion is, that the similitude
was very likely to occur to the zmagmatlon of the son of
Sirach -in searching for a splendid image; since it must be
kept in view, that he was an Egyptian Jew; and it is sup+
posed, that the book of Ecclesiasticus, if not composed,
did receive, at least, the finishing hand in Egypt. :

" Ihad not sufficient time_ to remain at Alexandria and
witness the illuminations, on. occasion of the visit which
had been made to the City by the Pacha; but I paid my
respects to Mahomed Ali, in the suite of Mr. Lee, the
British Consul. I take this opportunity of publicly ex-
pressing my gratitude for all the politeness and haospitality

¢ Ecclesiasticus, xxiv. 27. 4 Gen, ii: 13. -
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which I experienced from a gentleman, to whom. English
travellers in general are under such peculiar obligations.

On this occasion, the Consuls of the different nations
established at Alexandria, were received by the Governor.
The place in which the Pacha gave us an audience was
not in the palace; but in a rude building at a short dis-
tance from it, humble enough indeed for the ruler of such
a kingdom. The reason assigned for this was, that the
palace was occupied by his wives, the number of whom I
could not ascertain. It resembled a Granary; the walls
of the apartment were surrounded with low, coarse, wooden
‘benches, not unlike a tailor’s shop-board. A band of
music, the sound of which was grating to the ear, played on
our entering ; and a numerous retinue of Turkish and Ara-
bian slaves were present, who were ammged before him
in a semi-circular form. :

His Highness honoured us with a seat next to lnmself
He sat cross-legged in a corner, which appears to be con-.
. sidered in the East as & place of henour *, and upon a Per-
" sian carpet resembling an English hearth-rug, smoking
* from a Turkish pipe nearly six feet in length, the mouth~
piece of which was superbly mounted with diamonds.
Behind him stood a .slave, fanning off the flies, ‘which
annoyed him greatly. On this occasion, by means of his
interpreter, who understood the Italian language, he en-
tered into a long conversation, making many judicions
enquiries respecting Great Britain; particularly the éxtent -
of her population, resources, and the strength of her army
and navy. The attachment of Mahomed Ali to the Eng-
lish nation is universally known. Of this there could not
be conveyed a stronger proof, than when he enquired of
Mr. Lee for. Mr. Salt, British Consul at Grand Cairo, who
bad proceeded to Upper Egypt, in search of antiquities.

" ® « 8o shall the children of Israel be taken out that dwell in Sa-

maria in the corner.” Amos, iii. 12.
“ The Ambassador was seated in the place of honour in the corner of

a room.” — Morier’s Journey to Persia, p. 91.
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He desired Mr. Lee, when he had occasion to write to
that gentleman, to mention, ¢ he was welcome to send the
Prince Regent of England all the curiosities in Upper
Egypt he could collect; provided he only left a few for
himself to look at by way of amusement.” As a farther
proof of his liberality, the Pacha, in the year 1818, trans-
mitted to Sir Sidney Smith a valuable gold plate *, which
had been discovered by one of his workmen among the
ruins of the city of Canopus, with an inscription, by one of
the Ptolemies, to commemorate the dedication of a temple
to Osiris.

In the course of this interview, he alluded to other
topics, such as the Russian force; Bonaparte’s activity,
and the number of his army; and, in reference to the
Embassy of Lord Amherst to China, took occasion to ri-
dicule the idea of his Lordship’s refusing to conform to
the customs of the country, to accomplish the objects he

had in view. He changed, in a moment, his conversation, . ‘

to that of commerce, and the prices of grain, &c. s of which,

indeed, he appeared to have as competent a knowledge, - '

being himself a merchant, as any one in Mark-lane. In
short, every sentiment which this man uttered, proved
him to be possessed of a mind wonderfully acute and dis-
cerning; and it was justly observed by some of our party,
when he put the questions, that they were so pertinent
and difficult to answer at the moment, it was requisite that
we: should have been furnished with e list of them some
days. previous to the interview, in order to consider the
proper replies they demanded.
I was much struck by the awe and fixed attention with
which the Pacha was seérved by his officers and slaves.
This was particularly observable when they handed any
-thing to him; they then appeared under a great degree of
agitation, lest any accident should occur, or that they did
not perform every part of their duty agreeably to his plea~
sure. Every one of them watched steadily, and with a most

* This plate is six inches and a half in length, by two inches and a half
in breadth. The inscription, in Greek, occupies four lines.

D
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profound reverence, each word as it dropped from his lips,
the turn of his eye, and every motion of his body; and
evinced a more profound sentiment of respect. towards
him, than I bad ever seen shewn to any personage of rank,
either in or out of a Royal Court: nay, even to the Roman
Pontiff himself. After having been presented with coffee
and pipes *, &c. in the Oriental mode, we departed under
3 performance of music. His Highness laid his right
hand acrogs his left breast, and gently inclined his head
as a farewell salutation.

Mahommed Ali is above fifty years of age, and, as I .

. formerly observed, owes his elevation to courage combined

with talent; his intrepidity was remarkably conspicuous
in the attack of Rahmaineh on the banks of the Nile, in
conjunction with a British army. He however appeared
to me to be farther advanced in years: this probably

. might arise from the fatigues inseparable from a life of

activity, and the operations of war: yet though advanced
in years, he still retains his energy of character. The eya

. of Mahomet, that great criterion and index of the mind,

is peculiarly piercing, and keen as that of a hawk. When

~ he listened, he appeared to treasure up all the responses

s

which were made to the several questions he put to those
present. Notwithstanding he is a stern administrator of

. justice, yet he is considered to be humane, and though tri-

butary to the Porte, perfectly independent. No. Pacha
perbaps exists, of whose power and popularity the Grand
Signior entertains a greater degree of jealousy. His know-
ledge of trade, in every point of view, is spoken of as very.
remarkable.

~ It merits notice here, that the Pacha, in. thanking those
persons who had been at great expence in illuminating
the town on the occasion of his visit, and erecting a superb
temple at Alexandria, and a throne in the Great Square,
with a complimentary inscription on the merits of himself
and his sons, who had been distinguished in military

® It is a proverb in Persia, that coffee without tobacco ‘may be com-
pared to meat without salt.
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operstions *, observed, « I knew the attachment the Fianka
had to my person ; but never till this moment did I.be~
Lieve it was to the extent that this demonstrates;” and, in
the true language of the merchant, added, “ [ would
rather have enjoyed this pleasure, than gained 25,000
piastres by a bargain in grain |” Hewentmatatetov:ew
these things.

The Pacha rendered essential service to the leoman
government and Mshomedans in general, by recapturing,
after a vigorous warfare of eight years, in person, the cities
- of Mecca and Medina, which had been taken by the
‘Wacchabees, a sect who have set at defiance the Turkish:
power for half a century, and whom he extirpated. He
captured their chief, but exercised every act of humanity
to him. He passed through Alexandria a short time
before my arrival, on his way to Constantinople, where
he had been sent to be disposed of as the Grand Signior
thought proper. ~Although during the absence of the
Pacha the Kiaja Bey or Minister, who acted for him, ob-
tained power, and might have effected a revolution, yet-
so much confidence had been reposed in Mahomed Al,
that an act of this nature was never thought of, and Egypt
was perfectly tranquil during the period he was absent in
consequence of these hostilities.

It is a gratifying consideration, that in every quarter,
travellers may now proceed and prosecute their enquiries
with equal safety, as in the most civilized countries, where.
protection is afforded and respect is paid. To promote the

* The following is a translation : —
“ To Manouer ALt Pacha.

« To Egypt’s chief, we sons of commerce raise
This tribute of our gratitude and praise;

Th’ unconquer'd hero’s princely heart, we trust,
Will not less gracious take it than ’tis just.”
% To Isramin Pacha.

“ The routed bands approach’d Arabia’s horde,
Proclaim the glorious triumph of thy sword,
And adding splendour to thy father’s fame,
Declare thee worthy that great father’s name.”

D 2
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happiness of the people, and the prosperity of these vast
dominions, has been the grand object of Mahomed Al.
Thus Egypt, formerly a country where disorder and con-
fusion reigned, now insures personal safety. The traveller
is not under any apprehension of danger ; and the Christian
is not insulted or trampled upon. It is now more flourish-
ing than any other country in the Levant; contentment is
to be found there; abuses are removed; and a liberal and
most enlightened administration has been established.

As a proof of his enlightened mind, he wrote to this
country for scientific persons to be sent to explore and
work for minerals throughout Egypt. In consequence of
this, gentlemen of abilities and experience departed from
England, and from a prosecution of such an undertaking
important effects may be expected. And further, as a
laudable-trait in his character, he, upon applications from
certain persons in his service, who were parents, selected
several of their children and sent them to England, Italy, .
and other countries, with-the view of their receiving the
proper elements of education. On their return they will
be enabled to impart to their countrymen the advantages
which such an important object necessarily embraces.

It may be further added, that Mahomed Ali has two
sons, one named Ibrahim Pacha, who completed the sub-
jugation of the Wacchabees, and who is understood to
have imbibed the principles of his father, and is now in

t. The other, Ismail Pacha, was engaged in pene-
trating with an expedition into the interior of Africa, and
detached troops up the Nile to examine some of the great
rivers. 'This may perhaps afford facility to religious mis-
sions, and unfold objects of the highest interest. In this
undertaking he was unfortunately killed, but the. con-
quest was secured by the possession of the country as far
as Senaar,

In fine, I may be allowed to express a hope, that his

owing power, vast resources, and increasing popularity,
added to the benevolent and patriotic disposition by which
he is actuated, with the high estimation in which he holds the
British nation, will be duly appreciated by the government
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of this country, and that prudence will be exercised to pre-
serve a proper understanding with Mahomed Ali, who
governs several millions of people ; as not only our political
and commercial interests, but those of the Antiquarian and
Traveller, are so deeply involved in it.
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DEPARTURE. - JOURNEY ACROSS THE DESERT.— WRETCHED
HUT TO REPOSE IN. — ABOUKIR BAY. — VERMIN, — M-
RAGE. = LAND MARKS. == CARAVANSERAIS. — SCRIPTURE
APPLICATION, — MULES, — DROMEDARIES, —— CAMELS, ==
ARRIVAL AT ROSETTA.— HINTS T0 TRAVELLERS.

H anive satisfied my curiosity with respect to Alexan-
dria, where, I own, I observed ruins, spectacles of misery,
and human degradation, I made the necessary preparations
for proceeding to ‘Rosetta, in order to embark for Grand
Cairo. For this place I departed, with my servant and
guide, upon mules, on the 10th of December, carrying
with us beds and every culinary article, and properly
armed for our personal safety.

In this journey, I passed over the scenes which mark
the memorable contests between the British and French
armies during the late war. The spot was pointed out
to the left, among some hills of sand, where the brave
Sir Ralph Abercromby fell, — % a name dear to every
British soldier, whose memory will be embalmed in the
recollection of a grateful posterity.”* On viewing the Bay
of Aboukir, I could not fail to recollect that it was here the
brave Nelson, (the bare mention of whose name struck
terror into our enemies,) expected every man would do .
his duty ; a hope which he afterwards saw fully realized,
and induced him to proclaim to the world at large, ¢ that
Almighty God had been pleased to bless his Majesty’s
arms with a great victory over the French fleet,” —an action
‘unparalleled in naval history.

* Lord Hutchinson’s dispatches.
The remains of this venerable warrior are deposited in one of the
bastions of the fortifications at La Valette, in Malta,
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" At sun-set, we halted for the night at a small Caffane,
in the desert, on the Bay. This place, of all the scenes of
misery and filth, exceeded any thing 1 ever beheld in any
country through whith I had travelled. It was a loath-
some hut, rudely formed of reeds and straw. Both inside
and without there were swarms of Arabs, in all the hor-
rors of poverty and nakedness, and literally covered with
vermin. Many of them, during the night-time, rushed into
the hut with the impetuosity of a torrent. The servants
who accompanied them, slept on the grennd on the out-
side of the place, a practice that appears to have been an-
ciently followed in the East. At Alexandria, I also re-
marked, that many of the Arah servants slept on the outside
of the door of the Consuls houses.* A cloud of smoke
from their pipes completely enveloped the place, which
was only lighted by a solitary cruse of oil, and became
almost suffocating. In such a spot, it is unnecessary to .
say, that sleep, nature’s soft nurse, was frightened away; .
in fact, to use the words of our Bard, it might be said to
be murdered, by the swarms of vermin which made so
formidable an attack. Language is perfectly inadequate
to describe the dreadful suffering I experienced during this
memorable night. I was compelled to have recourse to
this receptacle of wretchedness for shelter, from the great
dews which fall in Egypt after sun set, which are so de-
structive to health. A thousand times was I forcibly
reminded of the torment which the Egyptians must have
endured from the third plague.+ The whole operation I
was engaged in during the night, was, attempting by
every expedient in my power to ward off the vermin, but
in vain,

Although I am perfectly aware that the reader is wearied
with perusing a narrative so disagreeable, yet I can assure
him, that I felt much more tired in going through one
scene of this sort after another. My object, in short, in
zelating the circumstance, is to exeite in him thankfulness
10 God, and submission te just and benevolent rulers, to

* 2 Sam. x1. 9. + Exod. viil. 16.
D 4



40 TORRENTES.

move his compassion towards these countries, and réuse
him to prayer and exertion, where it is at all practicsble,
to send the salvation of God among such a people, that it
may raise them from the dunghill, and rectify what is evil
among them. Never will that deplorable spectacle, which
the gronp within and without this spot presented, be
effaced from my memory. I repeatedly had occasion to
contrast it with the accommodation afforded even to the
most common animal in Britain.

-Before leaving this part of the subject, I consider it
proper to-remark, that the prodigious swarms of vermin,
which infest the huts or cabins of the Egyptians, appear to
come forth particularly during the night, and spring as it
were out of the dust of the earth. I am led to think, they
are of the same kind-as Moses has described, and are a
species of sand insect. * ,

In an expedition of King Richard the First, of England,
to the Holy Land, alluding to the march of his army of .
Crusaders, it is observed, that each night certain vermin,
commonly called. Zorrentes, distressed them: they crept
upon the ground, and occasioned a very burning heat,
making painful punctures. They hurt no person in the
day-time, but when night came on they annoyed them
extremely, being armed with stings, conveying a poison,
which quickly occasioned the wound to swell, and pro~
duced the most acute pain.

‘What these torrentes were, I do not pretend to know,
though I am sure that on this occasion they often made an
impression on me by their envenomed stings; but as they
are describéd as worms or vermin that crowded on the
ground, I apprehend it to be more probable, that these
were insects of the species of which Moses speaks, rather
than gnatg bred in the water, as some commentators sup-
pose; or lice, which have in common no connection with
the dust of the ground. This land, indeed, appears to be
most strikingly afflicted with other calamities denounced
against it during the time of Pharaoh. The Mosaic ac-

* Exod. viii. 20 to 24.
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count. represents these insects, as first appearing on the
earth, and- from thence making their way to man and
beast. : :

A stranger, on arriving in Egypt, appears to be a par-

ticular object of attack from vermin, and suffers severely.
When I was .at Alexandria, I was fastened upon almost
immediately on my arrival, and was some time confined to
my room, my face being greatly swelled, and my eyes
almost closed. Such a formidable attack, may, I conceive,
arise from the blood of a stranger being more pure than that
of a native of the country. I had not so much occasion te
eomplain of this attack during the day, when I observed the
vermin closely attached to the walls of the room, and as if
asleep, but chiefly during the night, since the moment the-
shades of it appear, the whole are busy, and in motion like
an army.
.. At four o’clock next morning I got up, rejoicing at the
light of day, which put an end to my sufferings; and on
changing my clothes, I found the linen marked with- blood,
like a handkerchief with red spots:. At this time the
motley group in the caffane rushed out with great rapidity,
each taking his own rout, and I proceeded on my journey
after paying one shilling and sixpence for the miserable
accommodation of this night.

. We reached the Caravanserai, near the lake Utko,
where we embarked, were ferried across, and proceeded
slong the desert of sand. We stopped at Marabout, where
there is a solitary mosque, and received a draught of
water, for which money was demanded by the Arabs.
About three o’clock I perceived the turrets and sycamore
trees of Rosetta, at which time I found myself greatly
exhausted, from oppressive heat and fatigue; . and, like
other travellers, was deceived by the mist or apparitional
lake®, so celebrated under the name of the .Mirage or
Serab, which even at a very short distance had the most
perfect resemblance to a great sheet of water, with trees

L]

) to our great Maker praise,
Ye mists and exbalations that now arise. MivTon.



42 . ROBETTA.

planted in it at certain‘distances, reflecting every surroundw
ing-object as a mirror. This was conceived to. be an ‘in-
surmountable barrier to our reaching Rosetta, and thas
our guide hed mistaken the proper tract through the
desert; but as we advanced, the supposed lake and its
objects- vanished, so powerful was the optical deception.
The prospect, at first sight, is cheering, but ultimately
most delusive to the traveller. He quickens his steps ta
reach the place where he hopes to quench his thirst, and
feels the cruelty of disappointment. Swallows in great
numbers skim over these imaginary pools. This singular,
and I may add, tantalizing phenomenon, is in all probo-
lity thet which is alluded to by the prophets.*

About four o’clock in the afternoon, we reached -the
town, and alighted at a poor inn, kept by an Itslian. Witk
the exception of a draught of water, we had not tasted any
refreshment in the course of a most toilsome and exhaisst-
ing journey across the parching sands of this desert, and
under a burning sun. Previous, however, to attempting a.
description of Rosetta, or Raschid, as it is called by the na<
tives, it is necessary that I should advert to several objects
which passed under observation, as peculiarities in the course
of the journey across the desert.

In the first place, it appeared to mefrom the trackless
pature of the sand, that it would have been almost impos-
sible to find a way, but for heaps of stones whieh have
been piled up at particular distances, from time imme-~
morial, as land-marks. These have been often remarked
by travellers, and it is no douht in reference to them that
some expressions occur in the saered volume. +
- The prophet Isaish alludes to the return of the Issaclitas
from the Babylomish captivity. It is unnecessary to obw
serve, that between Jerusalem and Babylon there are many
extensive deserts, the paths across which are marked aut

* Isaiah, xxxv, 7. Job, xxiv. 2. Jeremiah, xv.18., .
“ As to unbelievers, their works are like & vapour in a plain, which
the thirsty traveller thinketh to be water, until when he cometh there-
to, he findeth it to be nothing.” Koran, c. xxiv.
¢ Genesis, xxxi. 46.  Isaiah, Ixii. 10,  Prov. xxii. 28.
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by heaps of stones to insure a safe track to thé traveller,
and prevent his going astray, as I remarked in travelling
through the desert to Rosetta.

In this journey I mentioned that we had proceeded on
mules, These animals are alluded to in many parts of
Scripture, as instances of the creating power and goodness
of God. Their first use appears to be ascribed to Anah
the son of Zibean, whose daughter Aholibama was given
in marriage to Eeau.® Great as the rank of David was,
we find they were received into his service, that he rode
upon them, and commanded his son to follow his ex-
ample.+ They formed parts of many of the gifts which
were presented to Solomon, by those who were admitted
into his presence, to hear the “wisdom which God had
put in his heart.”t In the remarkable drought which
followed the prayer of Elijah, to punish the king of Israel,
it appears to have been his special care to preserve these
animals.§ - They are remarkably steady, sure-footed, and
patient; and the leaders rarely allow them to gallop, but to
go a slow pace, which renders a journey extremely tedious.
The Arabs treat their mules with great humanity and ten-
derness. They express great indignation at those persons
who compel them to go a quicker pace than is natural to
them, and will rather follow them on foot, than burthen
them by their weight, if they consider it too much for them
to carry. A

I preferred the motion of the mule to either that of th
dromedary or camel. Many of the latter passed me pro-
digiously loaded. On these travellers and their families
are conveyed in deep paniers or baskets placed on each
side equipoised, where they sleep, or lie at their ease in
perfect safety. The long strige of camels, with the sick~
ening rock of these baskets to and fro, and the objects they
eontain, have a most ludicrous appearance. Judging from
Scripture, we are led to suppose it might have been such
kind of baskets which were used in the early ages. || These

* Genesis, xxxvi. 24. + 1 Kings, i. 35. $Ib. x, 25.
¢ 1 Kings, xviii, 5. ¥ Genesis, xxxi. 34.
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beasts of burden are of great importance in such a country
as the East. They are gentle and docile, unless provoked
by severity of treatment. When struck at, or during the
time they are lading very heavy, they make a disagreeable
howl or yell, expressive of their anger. We read that at
one time they were very numerous in the country, and
constituted & great branch of patriarchal wealth.* Little
provision satisfies them ; their labour and patience almost
exceeds credibility. As he is doomed to travel over the
parched desert, nature has enabled him to lay in that
quantity of water within himself which will supply his wants
for several days. Those who sit on the back of the camel, at
8 see-saw motion, are far from being pleasantly situated.
‘The common pace of this stately animal may be calculated
at little more than two miles an hour; one cause is, the
kind of sauntering pace that it usually takes, and from its
being disposed to halt, and nibble at every appearance of
the barest plant or blade which it may happen to notice:
It is to the camel that our Lord alludes in his memorable
rebuke to the Pharisees.+ The camel eats sparingly, trots
at the rate of twelve miles an hour, and from its swiftness
and peculiarity of motion, a rider is frequently obliged to
have his mouth tied with a handkerchief to preserve
respiration, and at the end of his journey finds himself
almost in a state of insensibility from exertion and fatigue.
Such is the attention and anxiety for the comforts of it ont
the part of the Arab, that he always supplies its wants be-
fore he attends to his own: In short, the camel must be
ranked as an animal of pre-eminent importance in the eye
of a traveller. On the other hand, the dromedary is a crea-
ture of greater velocity of motion }, and is now commonly
employed in carrying dispgtches requiring expedition, as
they were of old.§ It may perhaps be to the swifiness of
this animal that Job refers, when he speaks of the rapidity
with which his time on earth passed away. ||

I observed that we stopped at the caravanserai near lake

* Job, i. 3. + Matthew, xxiii, 81. ' $ Jer. ii. 23.
§ Esther, viii. 10. I Job, ix. 25.
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Utko, where we ferried across, and being the fitst place of
the kind I had seen, it is proper I should speak of it
particularly. These edifices are of two kinds. Those in
cities are for the accommodation of travelling merchants ;
but, such as are here and there placed along the roads or
track, or attached to the ports, are intended for the tem-
porary use of travellers. These caravanserais, which are
open to persons of every religious persuasion, are some-
times built on a large scale, They are mossy structures,
having recesses like cloisters or arches of considerable
depth, elevated about two feet from the ground; many of
them are without doors or inclosures for the accommo-
dation of travellers. There is a large court or area in
front, where the animals are fastened to the ground, and
the entrance is secured by large gates. As no provisions.
are to be found in these places, the traveller is obliged to
provide every article he requires, who is abundantly sup-
plied with the purest water from fountains in the area. In
both cases, in consequence of the facilities which they
afford for the commission of crimes, particularly that of
theft, they are respected by the devout Mahomedan as more
sacred than ordinary houses; and I apprehend it is in allu-
sion to this feeling that the son of Sirach expresses
himself, *

Although caravanserais are generally considered as
having been erected at the public expence; yet different
travellers mention, and I personally know the statement to
be correct, that they are sometimes built as fountains are, for
refreshing the traveller, and, from a principle of piety, en-
dowed with certain lands to keep them in proper repair.
There can indeed be no doubt that these resting places,
(for they differ from the Khans, in furnishing refreshments
as well as lodging,) were known in Judea during the time
of our Lord, as he supposes the Samaritan committed the
wounded man to the care of a caravanserai, and promised
at his return to pay for whatever his condition might
require.

* Ecclesiasticus, xli. 19.
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But, although heaps of stomes not only mark the path,
and caravanserais provide accommodation for the traveller
on the wide wastes of these countries, yet it is altogether
indispensable that he should have guides to accompany
him, in whom he can repase a degree of confidence. These
conductors not only know where water is to be found,
which is so highly essential, but likewise the distances be-
tween resting places, as well as those parts of the tract
where speed is requisite, or the traveller may venture to
pursue his journey more at leisure. Although I had with
me a most experienced interpreter, who spoke the lan-
guages of the East and other countries, I found it indis-

pensably necessary to have a proper guide, who knew local'

situations., This I strongly recommend to every one
who pursues a journey along these toilsome and dreary
regions. '
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ROSETTA. - POPULATION. — DOGS. == FUNERALS, — SCHOOL, —
VOYAGE UP THE NILE.— PACHA’S BARGE. = WOMEN. — HI-
DEOUS SPECTACLES ALONG THE BANKS OF THE NILE.~—HINTS
TO TRAVELLERS DRINKING THE WATERS OF IT.— DEW, —
ARRIVAL AT CAIRO.— MISERABLE INN.—~ ASSASSINATION
OF KLEBER,-— PUNISHMENT OF ASSASSIN.— PACHA’'S COUN-
TRY HOUSE.

Tue town of Rosetta stands north and south. It is si~
tuated on the eastern branch of the Nile, and has not any
fortifications. From the soil having been moistened by
the overflowing of the Nile it is verdant, and encourages
the cultivation of gardens, of which there are several in its
vicinity.

The population I should conceive to be about twenty
thousand, and the canine species may be estimated at some
thousands. Although it must, unquestionably, be allowed,
that the swarms of dogs which infest this place may be of
occasional use in devouring the carrion and other acci-
dental dead bodies thrown out in the streets, yet travellers
must admit, that the numbers tolerated amount to a most
prodigious nuisance. They are so annoying that people.
are frequently obliged to carry a whip in their hands, or
some other weapon to defend themselves from the attacks
of these animals. Many of them are of a mongrel breed,
being propagated by the dog and the jackal, and their
head resembles that of the fox. Notwithstanding the dog
was an object of adoration among the Egyptians, the Ma~
homedans will not permit them to enter their habitations,
considering them as unclean. They do not, however,
hold the cat in the same abhorrence.

Great as the number of the canine species is here stated
to be, it is not to be compared with that of Vienna, where
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I am informed they amount to 70,000, and consume yearly
2,947 oxen, and 1,474,170 pounds of bread.

The voracious appetite of dogs, which reconciles them
to the most impure species of food, appesars not to have
escaped the observation of the wise King, in reference to
the acts of folly which are committed by man.* Even
licking a sore, we find not to be disagreeable to their
taste; and when the animals happen to be wounded, they
lick their own sores till it effects a cure. One of my
friends in England, who was affected with a disease in his
eyes, had young puppies, by medical advice, applied to
lick them; which affected a perfect cure. It may be
observed, that the dog, in his manner of drinking, does
not take the water as other animals, but by lapping; and
this practice prevailed among tlie antient people of God,
as is demonstrated by Holy Writ.{

The prodigious number of these animals in every part
of the East, and the howl they set up in a town, espe-.
cially at evening, appears to be clearly alluded to. by
the royal Psalmist.§ We find, that by the law of Mases,
they were specially placed under that class of unclean
animals, to which a mark of infamy was attached, since,
the Israelites were prohibited from bringing their price as.
an oblation to the Lord.| In short, the slightest attention
to the words of inspiration, will shew, that the dog is alluded
to as figurative of infidelity, voracity, &c. The expression
of ¢“dog” is frequently used by Mahomedans when
speaking of Christians in a contemptuous manner. The
Turks appear to hold the canine race, in some degree, as
sacred objects; and at Rosetta, certain fines are imposed .
on any individual who presumes to kill them. Should an.
European, for instance, be known to put this animal to
death, and even in defence against an attack from it, he
is subjected by law to the payment of a sum equal to the

* As a dog returneth to his vomit, so & fool returns to his folly.
Prov. xxvi. 11.
4+ Luke, xvi. 21. 1 Judges, vii 5. § Psal. lix. 14, 15. -
ji Deut. xxiii. 18.
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value of as-much corn as will cover his body. It is also a
remarkable fact; that during the day, these dogs, which are
wever permitted to come within a house, are perfegtly quiet;
but’ the moment the sun goes down, they commence a
hideous bark or yell, which continues without intermission
till sun-rise, and which to those unaccustomed to the sound,
is very disturbing, and places a complete embargo on
- The flies are also most troublesome; their appearance
is not unlike our common fly, but larger, though with a
small sting. Such swarms infested my apartment, that I
found it impossible to eat a morsel at table with any degree
of comfort, without my servant flapping a fan to prevent
them entering the dish; when this operation ceased, the
whole table was covered, and appeared black, like so much
soot thrown upon it.
- 'The houses at Rosetta have flat roofs, and the streets
are gloomy. The windows are without glass, but have
wooden lattice work to fill them up. A free circulation of
air is thus obtained, even in sultry weather. The frame
of a bedstead, with which I was accommodated in the
meanest apartment, the top of the house, was made of
cane; and railed round. Poultry were confined underneath.
The appearance of this town is mean and uninteresting.
The " condition of the inhabitants of Alexandria is re-
vaolting to human nature ; and I did not find that of the
citizens of Rosetta in any degree better. Their garb,
in general, is that of beggary in its most offensive form. °
Some of them I observed with merely a ragged blanket
covering their naked bodies; and the habitations corres-
pond with the filth and wretchedness of their appearance;
I found many exercising the right of search, and clear-
ing themselves of vermin. To attempt any circum-
stantial description of some of the woeful spectacles that I
witnessed here, would only create disgust. I could not,
however, reflect, without feelings of gratitude, that Pro-
vidence had cast my lot in a land, where cleanliness, orders
and decency, are not inseparable from indigence ; and even
in those particular instances where poverty is experienced,
E

’
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the sense df modesty and shaine instructs the poorest ine
dividual to throw a veil, as far as possible, over the loath~
some visitations with which he is afflicted.

- I did not observe at Rosetta that obstreperous grief at
fumerals, described by travellers; on the contrary, I was
peculiarly struck with the simple mode in which the
- ceremony of interment was performed. The body having
been washed and laid out, dressed in the best clothes of
the deceased, is carried hastily to the grave, almost im-
mediately after dissolution, with the head foremost, and de-
posited in the earth without the observance of any par<
ticular rites, but a pious and tacit token of implicit resig.
nation to the will of heaven.* This haste may in one view
be accounted for, from the extreme heat of this climate;
since, after the burial it is a common practice to hire
mourners to bewail the dead, at the place of interment.

This is a very antient practice, and has continued from
time immemorial to the present day, throughout the
regions of the East. It was formerly in use among the
Greeks and Romans ; and is a custom I have-observed ‘in
Ireland, among the lower orders; reference is made to it
by Homer in the mournings for Hector.

- To this particular practice various allusions are made by
the Prophets and Evangelists.t

A most extraordinary circumstance was relnted to me
by the vice-consul, which I shall give without offering any
comment. Should a Mahometan have ¢riminal intercourse
with the wife of another, professing the same religion,
the children are considered as saints. The practice is for
parents to carry their young children on their shoulders. -

In passing along the streets it may be mentioned that my
umbrella appeared an object of curiosity to those who were
passing. My attention was attracted by a kind of school in
a miserable hovel, where there was a group of ragged boys
formed into a circle. I looked into- the place to ebserve
the method of teaching. A boy was ssitting before the

* Amos viii. 3.

+ Jeremiah ix. 17, 18. 2 Chron. xxxv. 25, Amos v. 16. Matt. i
23, 24.
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manter, drdss-legged, ke .- a: tailor .on ‘his shop-board ;.
,the former rocking to and fro with his hgnds clasped, and:
beating the ground i’ repeating:his lesson, as if in a state
of derangement or idiotism. On this occasion the master
was - moving or keeping time sympathetically, holding a
stick over the heid of his pupil. Unfortunately, I did net
stop long enough to observe any of the other boys engaged
with their tasks, but was afterwards informed, they were
taught to read and write at the same time, by making the
letters and words on & smooth board, daubed over with &
white colour, which théy wiped off, and renewed at plea-~
sure. These boards brought to my recollection the mode
of writing, alluded to by one of the Prophets, on.sticks
joined together.# It is known that in Indis, children are
often seen writing their lessons on the ground with their
fingers, the pavement being strewed with sand for that
purpose. In the schools which have now been happily
established under the British System, the very first rudis
ments which the children receive are to form letters in
sand. No doubt it was to this sort of writing that one of
the Prophets referred, when he speaks of those who shall
depart from the living God.t We are told indeed that
our Saviour himself, on one remarkable occasion, wrote
on the ground.

The palm trees, to which so often allusion is made in
Scripture, are besutiful here, and grow to a prodigious
height. It is three to four years before they appear above
ground, and arrive at their prime in about thirty years,
bearing vast clusters of dates, something like a small coarse
fig, which becomes ripe in November. It is agreeable to
the taste, and considered as a good stomatic.  From this
a coarse spirit, called Rakee, is distilled by the Arabs,
gimilar to bad English gin. The dexterity of the Arabs,
in‘climbing to the top of this tree.to pluck the dates; is
vemarkable. They attach themselves with their basket by
a cord thrown round it, from which they push themselves

® Ezekiel xxxvii. 16, 17. 20. 4 Jer. xvid. 15
1 Jobn viii. 6, 8.
E 2
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upwepbysteptod:ebrmhes. Theleavesofthesetreu
are often manufactured into roposforvessels. .
Sigmar Lenzie, an Italian, acts in the capaclty;of.Enghsh
consul at Rosetta. Contiguous to his residence, is painted
out the spot where General Wauchop, of the British armyy
was waylaid and assassinated by an Albanian. The consul
invited me to his house, when refreshments were ordereds
and on the domestics presenting these they kneeled and
kissed our hands. The quays at Rosetta contained a num-
ber of vessels, and there was a considerable degree of
bustle. I observed a number of colossal statues and muti-
lated figures of antiquity in an inclosure, which had recently
- been brought from Upper Egypt with the view of being
transported to England. It may be observed, that a bar-
ber’s shop is an object of great -curiosity. Razors are
placed in a line along the walls. The head and arm-pits
only are shaved, and the price of two paras demanded,
which is the twentieth part of sixpence. Water is carried
about the streets on the backs of men in large skins: :
In my veyage up the Nile, on the 14th of December, I
considered myself to have been peculiarly fortunate, The
state-barge of the Pacha was returning to Grand Cairo,-
having brought down His Highness, when I made a bare -
gain with the commander to take me and my servant to the
metropolis for nine dollars, supplying provisions 'at my own
expence. Thus I was enabled to perform the passage i
nearly as much comfort as the Ruler of the kingdom him-
self. This barge, which was fitted up with some taste as
well as splendor, was rowed by twenty strong Arabs,
almost totally in a state of nudity. Their. singing corres -
ponded with .every pull of the oar. The general appear-
ance of it resembled those of the barges on the Thames,
belonging to the different corporate bodies of London, with
the exception that it carried what mariners call shoulder-of-
mutton sails, and two long flags of red silk hung over the
stern right and left. The cabin contained four windows on
each side, and the floor was matted with a carpet formed
of reeds.. The exterior of the roof of the cabin, serving
occasionally as a place of recreation, was covered with a
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large crimson cloth, ornamented and fringed with yellow.
No furniture was to be found in the cabin, even to the
most trifling article. I sat down on my bed, with my
portmanteau in front to serve as a table. No kind of cere-
mony or any degree of cleanliness was observed by the
Arabs in partaking of meals. A large wooden dish with
rice, &c. formed into a mash, was laid on degk, whicli they
encircled cross-legged, into which they forced their dirty
hands, and scrambled for a full sapply.

In the course of this voyage, the views on each side of
the Nile were highly pleasing and picturesque. The clay-
built hovels of the villages being seen at a distance, pre-
sented more of those minute and offensive details which
wére laid open on a closer inspection, but interspersed with
the. lofty palm-trees, white domes and minarets of the
anosques, they had a rural and cheerful aspect.

We stopped for the night opposite the village of Fuga,
and next morning, fram having incautiously drank of the
waters of the Nile, which resembled in‘colour those of the
Thames, I found myself very severely affected in the
bowels; a circumstance it is proper to mention as a warn-
ing to strangers in this country, who are apt to indulge in
liberal draughts, being naturally incited by the great heat
of the climate, and the temptation arising from the fresh-
ness of the stream. Indeed, the Egyptians, like the Lon-
-doners, with the Thames, consider the water of that river
as the most delicious in the world. Although some travel~
lers have pretended to believe, that they are in the habit. of
provoking thirst artificially, in order that they may the
more copiously enjoy the pleasure of drinking, I own I .
have my doubts as to this observation being correct. By
eating spices and confectionary at their feasts, thirst may
naturally be excited, and the water in consequence be
drank more largely; but I do not apprehend it reasonable
to maintain, that these are eaten with the view of exciting a
stimulus to indulge in large draughts. One fact, however,
is beyond all question, namely, that they have been in all
ages particularly fond of the waters of the Nile, and this

E S ’
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may possibly explain the expressions made use of by Moses
to Pharaoh.*

It would be a difficult task to describe the misery .of
the mud huts which compose the several villages, and the
singular state of wretchedness of the natives all along the
‘banks of the Nile. The women, in particular, are most
hideous and deplorable objects, having a handkerchief
about the head, and only a loose, coarse, blue night-gown
_thrown round the body, with a long black cloth or veil to con~
ceal most part of their faces, and an aperture for the eyes,
. ‘'which is drawn to and fro like a curtain, and that part in
front: of the mouth is brown with saliva. I observed many
washing their miserable rags in the river, when they ap-
peared to exercise a peculiar degree of caution in hiding
every part of the countenance, if it was supposed they were
looked at attentively by sti‘angers, and as much ashamed to
shew their face, as our fair countrywomen would be if
caught in a state of deshabille at their own toilets ; they in
fact appear to consider the exposure of the face as amount-
ing to an act of profligacy. Almost all the children of
both sexes, especially up to the age of five years, run abount
as naked as when they are born; and it is a custom for the
mother to dip the children after their birth in. the Nile,
which is considered a duty of a religious nature. The
children are circumcised at a particular age, and the per-
formance of this ceremony is a season of festivity. Nothing
_can strike an Englishman more forcibly on viewing the na-
tives of this country than the blessings and comforts his
countrymen enjoy, even in the most humble situation of
life, which in fact amount to high luxuries, when compared
to the filth and misery to be met with in this place. In
sailing along, I was surprised to see an old man running,
and attempting to keep up with the barge for some miles,
with a stick in his hands, foaming at the mouth with speak-
ing, and literally naked. On- making enquiry into the
cause, I was gravely told he was one of the Mahomedan
Saints, solieiting charity. He appenred to me an idiot;

* Exod. vii. 18.
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-and persons in that uphappy state, ave always hgld by-the
-Mahomedans in great.veneration, and esteemed as saints, to
whom the highest possible degree of respedt is uniformly
paid. The words saint and fool are used as synonimous. :

Along the banks of the river I observed many of the ins
habitants engaged in superintending - oxep, ‘employed in
turning the wheels of a machine mgeniously adapted to
throw out the water which was conveyed into small fuxrows
or canals along the adjoining fields, so as to afford supplies
for nourishing vegetation. The article of fuel is made of
the manure of cows, mixed with chopped straw, - which is
afterwards formed into the shape of round cakes. These
are exposed in front of the huts to receive the heat of the
sun, in order to form them into a hard substance previous
to burning. The value of one sack, containing 200¢akes,
I was informed was seven-pence sterling.

Notwithstanding the sun was powerfully hot om the
16th of December, in the:day-time, yet the cold during
the night was excessive, as much as that experienced in
Scotland during December ; but, instead of the hoar frost,
which would have been observable in the same tempers
ature. of the north, a prodigious dew with mist ‘had fallen,
which had penetrated to the cabin, and led to the supposi-
tion that a fire had broken out, the whole of it being coms«
pletely enveloped in cloud. It is this particular watering
from heaven which is so frequently alluded to in the Scrip-
tures®, -and in the climate of Egypt, where rain seldom
falls, is so refreshing to the plants of the earth. ‘It is
received as a peculiar blessmg, it falls heavy like raim
during the night, but is: rapidly absorbed at sun-rise.
It is very destructive to the constitution of the European
who happens to be exposed to it. During the voyage
1 bad no opportunity of observing that amphibious mon+
ster, the crocodile, which is said to command religious fear
in the East.

I cannot leave this short description of my passage up
the Nile without adding, that during the whole of it I ex«

® Psalm cxxxiii. 1~3. Hosea vi. 4. Id. xiv. 5.
E 4
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perienced, from all on board, the greatest civility and re~
spect. The captain, or Rais, as he was called by the Egyp-
tians, stopped where I wished, allowed me.to land on the
banks ‘of the river, and on one occasion permitted some
of the crew to accompany me and my intérpteter, 'ds a
guard, in visiting one of the neighbouring villages, where
I was particularly struck with the miserable dens, built of
mud, in which families were huddled together. Fortunately
I bad it in my power to repay their attention, by effectually
‘nssisting some of the bargemen, who had been 'taken ill
before we reached Cairo, from my chest of medicines. The
captain himself also was attacked by the same - disease
which affected them, and the medicines I recommended to
him were attended with so beneficial and speedy.an effect,
that he almost leaped for joy, and could not sufficiently
express his gratitude. In a ward, .it was impossible for
me to have performed the voyage from Rosetta to Cairo
mare comfortably and expeditiously, orto have been treamd
with greater attention and respect.. N
On the 17th of December, ‘I landed at the portof Bu~
lac, ‘about the .distance of two miles from Giand Cairo,
and having met with -less interruption .in passing. my lug-
gage at the custom-house than I expected, I hired a mule
to convey it to town, to which, accompanied with my io-
terpreter, I walked, and was conducted to the Locanda
era,amemblemnkeptbya(?rreek, in that qusrter of
the town which is-inhabited solely by the Franks. This
house was extremely filthy, and the passage was so.chogked
up with the excrements of poultry, that it was difficult te
enter, and would have struck the landlord of the lowest
ale-house in England with disgust. The only room that
I could obtain was an empty garret, worse than any ‘
cobler’s den in London; there was a chair, -a table, and
the frame of a bedstead: it was so infested with pi-
geons that it is impossible to convey any idea of the annoy-
ance, added to the flies and musquetos that swarmed
-around me. The broken windows had the appearance of
antediluvian antiquity ; and those shattered pains of glass
which remained, proved that they never had received the
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operation of cleaning. . Those apertures which existed for
want of glass, which afforded facility to the visit of many
birds, I was forced to stuff with- part of my clothes. The
principal apartment, in which there was a sort of ordinary,
or table d’hdte, was equally miserable, hung with cobwebs,
and the guests, during their repast, pestered with pigeons
flying about, and perching above them; it in short appeared
a rendezvous or head-quarters for the feathered tribe.

Having delivered my introductory letters, I .cannot
fail to recollect, with sentiments of obligation, Samuet
Briggs, Esq., the gentleman I formerly mentioned, who
farnished every necessary infarmation, and - assisted me in
the arrangements for a joarney to Mount Sinai, which I
had in contemplation. I was accompanied by several per-
sons, who pointed out to me places of interest; and par<
ticularly the garden where the French general, K.leber;
was. assassinated. -

This .leads me to mention that diabolical aet, wlneh ocs
curred the 14th of June, 1789, and was: accomplished .by

SolymananArab,whocameﬁ'omAleppotowatch the pro= -

per opportunity to strike the blow. He accosted the gene-
ral in open day when walking in his garden, and, under the
mask of soliciting charity, presented a petition ; when the
general was in the act of reading it, the assassin drew a
dagger which he had concealed, and stabbed him in four
different places, when he fell, the first blow having proved
mortal. After the assassination Solyman escaped to a neigh-
bouring garden, and hid himself in a well. It appears that
such places and pits were had recourse to in an early age,
as places of concealment.* A female having accidentally
observed him from a window, gave information, when he
was seized and brought to the head-quarters of the French
army, where he was tried, confessed the crime, and con-
demned to be impaled alive, after having his right hand
cut off This sentence was carried into execution four
days after the event. At the same time three shieks, or
persons in authority, who were understood to have been

* 2 Samuel xvii, 18. Zachariah ix. 11.
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soest criminis, were beheaded, and their bodies burned. It
was asserted that, during the dresdful puishment, Solyman
exhibited the most invincible fortitude, uttering no other
expression than moi, moi.* The skeleton of this assassin
was sent to Paris, where it may be seen in the Museum in
the King’s' Garden.

I afterwards went to Soubra, a palace of the Pacha, on
the banks of the Nile; but in consequenee of his ladies
being at the time in possession of it, whose number I could
not ascertain, admittance was denied. me. I was permitted,
however, to go over the gardens; the walks are laid with
pebbles of various colours; and to view the fountains
and temples, when the slaves in waiting presented me with
a nosegay; an act which, in the East, uniformly conveys a
hint that some pecuniary gratification or compensation is
expected in return,

On the following day I visited the citadel of Cairo, sn
extensive fortress, standing on an elevation called Gibbel
Girgis, supposed to have been founded seventeen centuries
8go, in which emormous masses of ruins every where attract
sttention, Some of the new buildings which the Pacha
was erecting, made a hsndsome sppearance; and, taking
the place altegether, it seemed more orderly and better re-
glﬂmdthananyotherthatlhadyetseenmEgypt.

. Wordangmfymgm,m
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GRAND CAIRQ.— WELL OF JOSEPH. — AUDIENCE OF THE MI-
NISTER OF THE PACHA. — PALACE.— REVIEW OF THE
JANISSABIES. — MULRS. — BAZARS. ~— SLAVE MARKET. e
REFLECTIONS, — DISEASED EYES OF CHILDBEN. == POLICE, <
BATHS, == MOSQUES. ~ CHURCHES.

Avrrer I bad visited the foundery of the Pacha in the
citadel, and seen the operation of making cannon, I was
conducted to what has been denomfnated the well of Jo-
seph. This extraordinary excavation is by some ascribed
to the patriarch of that name; but others contend, that it
was the work of a Mahomedan vizier so designated. :

This well is dng in the rock to the depth of two hundred
and eighty feet, and is forty-two in circumference. A

wmdmgstmrc&seleadsgradnallymthebotwm,where'

oxen are employed in turning the wheels, by which a
constant supply of water is thrown up for the use of the
citadel. The machinery resembles in some degree, the
chain-pumps of a British man-of-war. About six hundred
earthen pitchers are attached, at certain distances, to ropes,
those descending being inverted and empty, and the others
ascending, upright and filled with water. The tomb of
the vizier is shown in the side of the well gt the bottona.
A lamp is kept constantly burning over it. The staircese
by which I descended into the swell wds about_six fegt in
width, the rock having been left half & yard thick betwgen
the passage and the shaft of the well, by which mesns the
steps of the stairs are supported, and holes aze cut throngh
to admit light from the shaft at convenient djstances. The
descent is easy, each step being six inches deep and five in
breadth. Having reached the depth of one bundred and
fifty feet, I entered a large chamber, which was slso exca-
wated, whese the oxen are emplayed {0 move the machinery
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to raise the water from the lower parts of the well to the
bottom of the upper part, from whence it is drawn by an-
other set of these animals and wheels, to the top. The
water is not considered, however, to be good; and a sup-
ply is brought by an. aqueduct from the Nile, at Old
Cairo, a short distance from the new metropolis.
- After examining this wonderful excavation, which is not
unworthy even ‘of the laborious antient Egyptians, I pro-
ceeded to the government-house, at the upper part ‘of the
citadel. This is a handsome edifice, erected by the pre-
sent governor, Mahomed Ali, where I was introduced to
the Kaya Bey, who acts in the capacity of prime minister.
“He was attended by persons of rank and power, who sat
next him cross-legged, -after the eastern custom, each
‘¢moking & ‘pipe, and drawing the right hand across his
‘breast when he addressed ,the minister. A number of
.'slaves, arranged in front, in-the form of a semicircle, were
in attendance. ‘At first the minister sppeared to assume a
hlgh air of superiority ; his head was erect, his manners
were repulsive, and his language measured; but after
‘entering into conversation for some time, he was polite,
‘though greatly inferior to his master in this respect; and
the questions hé¢ put were more of a courteous nature, than
‘with a view to any important information. Although pipes
‘and tobacco were handed to me by the attendants, who
previously took a few puffs, and at presenting, bowed and
placed their hands on the breast; yet the minister did not
‘confer upon me what is considered in the East a high
mark of condescension, taking the pipe out of his own
‘mouth, and presenting it to me to smoke after him. This
is tantamount to the sovereign of our own country per-
mlttlng a subject, on being presented to lnm on any special
occasion, to kiss his hand.

It may be here mentioned, that the pipes are very long;
the mouth