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Student’s dropout in governmental and UNRWA schools :
The reasons from the point of view of teachers and the
dropouts in the period between 1980 -1995 ..

| Student : Abdullah Salameh

Supervisor : Dr. Fateen Mas’ad

ABSTRACT

This stud&r which is procedural and descriptive in nature aimed at
investigating the reasons behind the dropout of students in govern-
mental and UNRWA schools in Ramallah' district , estimating the size
of this phenomenon in each class of the basic and secondary stages ,
and understanding any differences between the various classes. In
addition , the study aimed at discerning the effects of some demogra-
phic and affective factors on the studied phenomenon .

The present study is an extension of the few previous dropout
studies within the Palestinian society in which the Ramallah district
was not well represented . It is hoped that it will contribute to the
process of coping with the ongoing changes the Palestinian society is
currently undergoing . Studies such as this will help in determining the
impact of the dropping out phenomenon on the different aspects of life .

The study tries to answer the following questions :

- What’s the size ‘of school dropout in évery class in the basic and

secondary stages of the governmental schools and the basic stage in the

UNRWA schools ?



- Are there specific patterns of dropping out in the various school
stages ? ¥

- Are there special patterns ir the rates of students’ dropout during the
study period (19é0 -1995)7?

- Are there any differences between the rates of dropping out that
might be attributed to sex , authority or place of residence ?

- What are the factors that cause students’ drop out from schools ? and
what’s the relative weight of each of them ?

From the original population which included ( 176 ) schools , a
stratified cluster random sample was chosen for this study . It included
( 35 ) governmental and UNRWA schools . To determine the size of
school dropout , information was collected from the official records of
the schools . The researcher looked into the number of dropouts each
academic year in every class of these schools , and he computed the
dropout rates in each class and in each academic year . The researcher
also calculated the rates of school dropout in a longitudinal study
according to the real group method , through tracking the students of
every group who entered the first grade in 1980 .

For the purpose of data collection , and in light of previous
studies in the field , the researcher designed two questionnaires , aimed
at determining the factors involved this phenomenon from the point of
view of teachers , principals and the dropouts themselves . The validity
of the instrument was tested by a committee of eleven educators , and ,
subsequently used the items which earned the approval of at least 75%

of them . He also tested the instruments’ reliability by using the test -



e

retest method . Pearson’s correlation coefficient between the teachers’
and dropouts’ responses were 0.92 and 0.94 , respectively . These two
percentages are sufficient to- consider the two questionnaires as tools
that have high réliability for the purpose of this study .

Each of the two questionnaires included seven groups of factors :
personal, family, social, economic , teaching staff , school atmosphere
and teaching process factors . The first questionnaire was distributed
among ( 561) teachers and principals constituting the study sample .
The other questionnaire was distributed among ( 12% ) of randomly
chosen dropouts of «the sample schools ; which comprised ( 650 )
dropouts . |

The collected data were analyzed and the following conclusions
were reached : The rate of school dropout in the study period of 1980
- 1995 was 4% . This percentage increased from the first grade till it
reached its climax in both the 7" and 8" grades , but it decreased in the
next grades until the end of the secondary stage . The highest rate was
in the upper basic stage (grades 5-10), then the secondary stage which
was followed by the first basic stage ( grades 1 -4 ). The results also
showed that there are differences between the rates according to the
study variables . The rate of female dropouts was higher than that of
the males in the basic stage was reversed in the secondary stage . The
dropout pércentage in the governmental schools is higher than that of
the UNRWA schools . It is also higher in villages as compared with
cities . The dropout rates from the schools close to the green line were

higher than those schools distant from this line . The results of the



collected data of the schools , in general , matched those of the study
sample .

In relation to the dropout factors , the economic factors ranked
first in importance from the teachers and principals’ point of view and
the dropouts themselves , as well . The least important factors in both
questionnaires were those related to the teaching staff and the school
environment .

In light of the present study’s results , the researcher recommends
that further research is needed in this area , and that preventive and
remedial measures be taken in cooperation with governmental and
social institutions anci authorities . Recommendations related to the
individual , family , society , education , authority and mass media were

also furnished .
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