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Thesis Abstract

This thesis aspires to recover the groundbreaking theses on poetry Hussein Al-Barghouthi
delivered as extracurricular activities in Birzeit University in 1995. The lectures tackled the
foundations of Arabic poetry and the techniques of its writing. In this thesis, | introduce the
lectures that | kept for almost two decades preceded by an extensive commentary that forms the
body of my thesis. In so doing, | sought aid for Al-Barghouthi’s own library and personal
collection of papers, cassettes, and other unpublished manuscripts.

In addition to the importance of Al-Barghouthi’'s lectures in triggering the emergence of the
movement of the Palestinian Poets of the 1990s, these lectures deconstruct the doctrine of Arab
poetics from the pre-Islamic era and the Quran to the modern era. In this monumental enterprise,
the works of grand Arab poets such as Mahmoud Darwish, Mohammad Afifi Mater, Sa'di Yousif,
Ahmad Abdul-Mo'ti hijazi, and Mozaffar al-Nowwab... were given a special emphasis.

Employing a poetic methodology that does not theorize poetry as much as it creates it, this thesis
introduces and annotates seventeen lectures and essays to construct Hussein Al-Barghouthi’s
Doctrine in Arab Poetics. To realize this project, my thesis is divided into nine chapters, followed
by a comprehensive bibliography and an annotated index of the seventeen lectures published
here for the first time.

While Chapter I: Introduction to a Different Poet, presents the general outline of the thesis,
Chapter II: The Odyssey of the Lectures on Arab Poetics, historically frames the lectures
delivered in the milieu of Birzeit University during the year of 1995. And whereas Chapter Ill: The
Osmosis between Inspiration and Revelation, rids the myth of poetry creation from its meta-
human agency throughout Al-Barghouthi's archeology of the architecture of Arabic poetry in
relation to the nascent rhythms and meter; Chapter IV: The “1” and the Synthesis of Poetry,
reveals the central role of the self of the poet as a threshold between “inspiration” and “cosmic
fetishism.” To further illustrate the location of the poet within the act of writing, Chapter V: The
Writing on Writing, introduces poetry as a contested creation between the soul and the vision of
the poet. Chapter VI: The Beginnings-Al-Barghouthi’s Path of Poetry, discusses the trajectory of
transformations in Arab poetics between what is defined poetry and what as prose, what is Quran
and what is divine prose, and so forth and Al-Barghouthi’'s contribution to this controversy . At this
point, Chapter VII: Al-Barghouthi’s Poetry Legacy, reveals a parallel diminution of Al-Barghouthi’s
doctrine of Arab poetics through his praxis in five collections of poetry. Chapter VIIl: On The
Philosophy of Poetry, presents the intertwining terrains between poetry and philosophy in Al-
Barghouthi’s literary enterprise. Finally, Chapter IX: The Wisdom of the Labyrinth, presents the
conclusion of the thesis.
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