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Abstract

This study originates from the premise that overthrowing a dictator does not necessarily lead to the
deconstruction of despotism, for the origins of despotism are deeply internalized and fixed within the
dictator’s milieu. Thus, the problem is not only embodied in the ruler, but also in the surroundings

cultural, social, and economical context from which he came to power. For such reasons, there is a
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need to investigate the accumulative origins of Arab despotism rather than zooming on one case or

another of political dictatorships.

This study asserts that the voluminous literature written in this field lacked continuity and ignored a
crucial aspect of the topic, which is the “origins” of Arab despotism. In addition, the absence of a
valid theoretical framework in most of the studies conducted in this field added more to the

confusion.

The historical Arab experience with despotism mirrors the striking fact that Arab communities have
most often lived to serve the survival of the ruler, while theories of social and political contracts, and
several human experiences, assume the contrary. In the case of Arab despotism, the very essence of
the social contract between the ruler and the people is compromised and the paradoxical reversal of

“the ruler who servers” and “the people who are entitled to be served” is clearly manifested.

In order to attain the objective of this study in uncovering the origins of the Arab despotism, the study

falls into six chapters, in addition to the critical remarks.

The first chapter addresses the theoretical framework of the study, and tackles the different forms and
mechanisms that breed despotism. A special emphasis is given to the political regimes’ monopoly
over the foundational texts in the Arab culture and elsewhere. While the second chapter is an
archaeology of the Arab despotism that tracks down the historical emergence of different forms of
Arab Despotism; the third chapter addresses the genealogy of the Arab-Islamic ruling theory and
concepts that came into existence strongly and forcefully after the death of Mohammad, the prophet.
The fourth chapter explores the Imamah theory as a means to project holiness on the ruler especially
within during the Omayyaied period and throughout the Shiites circles. The fifth chapter delves
through the hermeneutic of the Islamic master texts that were employed in putting an end to the
controversy over ruling-ship and its criteria of eligibility. The last chapter discusses the formation
and the role of the dictator’s inner-circle in intuitionalizing and fostering despotism. The closing
remarks discuss the main conclusions of the study and shed the light on the main obstacles facing the

Arabs in getting rid of the remaining forms of despotism.
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