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Abstract

This study addresses the role of the peaceful struggle in international
conflicts. The importance of this subject lies in the importance of Non Violent
Resistance itself, as a form of legitimate resistance to occupation and the
injustice of the regimes towards their peoples, an attempt to demonstrate the
effectiveness of this form of resistance by examining the experiences of many
peoples and nations that have adopted it in their struggle and compare it with
the Palestinian struggle experience which adopted by the armed struggle to
achieve its objectives, and then adopted the style and approach of negotiations
in order to resolve and end the Arab-Israeli conflict.

The study seeks to discuss the reasons that made the components of the
Palestinian resistance movement - the National and Islamic - step down from
this option and not to make it a strategic choice of resistance and struggle
against the occupation and the Israeli presence in Palestine, especially after the
signing of the Oslo agreement and commencing direct negotiations with the
Israeli side. Now, after voicing the absurdity of these negotiations, the study
raises the question on the possibility of adopting the Non Violent resistance as
a strategy of struggle action to pressure the occupation government and to
restart serious negotiations that would end the occupation and achieve the
freedom and independence of the Palestinian people.

The study is based on the following hypotheses:
1. Israel as an occupying power has realized the seriousness of the Non

Violent struggle before the Palestinians realized the importance of this
form of resistance and it is afraid of the publication and dissemination
of the non violent resistance strategy.

2. The religious component and historical legacy have an important role in
leading the factions and forces of the Palestinian Resistance Movement
to adopt the option of armed struggle and jihad action and prioritize it
over the other options.

3. The choice of the Non Violent resistance remains an ideal option to face
the international rejection of the armed resistance against the occupation
which was deliberately described as terrorism. It can also be an
effective option in supporting the Palestinian position and its
negotiators.



The researcher used the historical and descriptive method, as amply
demonstrated by the comparative approach in the fourth chapter, as the
study proceeded to compare the Palestinian experience with experiences
of the of peoples and nations that have adopted this type of resistance.

The study is an introduction and four chapters. The introduction had
talked about the importance of non violent struggle as one of the forms
of resistance, with a brief reference to some relevant international
experiences, as well as the importance of the study, its objectives and
hypotheses.

The First Chapter, within four topics, discussed the concept of
conflict and dispute as well as the concepts of crisis, tension and war as
different forms of relations between countries. It also discussed the
causes of international conflicts and disputes and the theories that tried
to explain those reasons. This chapter, moreover, discussed ways to
resolve conflicts and to end international conflicts as well as theoretical
aspects of the non violent struggle in resolving the international
conflicts to be the starting point and a theoretical framework of the
study.

The Second Chapter, within three sections, discussed the reality and
conditions of international experience in the field of non-violence, non-
violent methods and tools used in these experiments, where they did
succeed and failed to form the basis and the starting point for
comparison with the Palestinian experience.

The third chapter, through three sections, discussed the reality and
conditions of the Palestinian people under the lIsraeli occupation, in
addition to the non-violence in intellectual and theoretical principles of
the Palestinian factions and forces as well as the methods and tools used
in the Palestinian experience, their successes and failures.

The Fourth Chapter discussed the results and vision of the non-violent
struggle in the Palestinian experience. The most important findings of
the study were as follow:



The non-violent is resistance, but not surrendering and it has
some requirements and basics that must be understood in order
to succeed and achieve the goal of victory over the opponent.
Non-violence is not a novel way in the Palestinian experience,
but this technique is not used in accordance with an action
strategy and a national program that identifies priorities and
methods of resistance. The Palestinian resistance movement was
unable to build and cumulate actions from the first Intifada to
the second.

The component of religious and historical heritage of the
Palestinian people had played an important role in making the
Palestinian organizations step down from the other options and
adopt the armed struggle and jihad in order to achieve the goal
of freedom and independence. Therefore, most of the Palestinian
organizations have agreed with the desire of the Palestinian
people in revenge for what happened to them in terms of
dispersion and displacement following the catastrophe
(NAKBA) of 1948. Palestinian forces and organizations also
played on the sensitivity of this religious status of Jerusalem and
Palestine in general to the Muslim and Christian Palestinian
people.

Stress that the religious component for the Islamic movements
represented the more important starting point in the adoption of
jihad as a personal duty of all Muslims. Some argue that the
practice of armed struggle by the organizations and forces
(national and Islamic) did not exclude the goal of achieving
partisan and organizational advantages.

The similarity of the Palestinian experience in terms of outcome
and some of the reasons with many international experiences
does not negate the privacy of the nature in which Israeli
occupation is represented. As a result of this nature as well as
the historical and social inheritance, many stakeholders justify
the adoption of armed struggle as a Palestinian national strategy
of action and resistance.



The literature of the Palestinian resistance movement played an
important role in highlighting and consolidating the concept of
violent resistance and its importance. The Palestinian and Arab
writers and historians also played a role in the exclusion of the
practice and thought of non-violent resistance to Palestinians.
Most of the Palestinian forces and organizations realize the
importance of the Non Violent resistance for involving the
various sectors of society in resisting the occupation, but they do
not focus their efforts and attention on the development and
creation of strategies and mobilization action programs for the
Palestinian society. The movement of the Palestinian resistance
lives a state of contradiction between belief and practice of the
concept of resistance.

Some people are skeptical about the possibility of finding such
strategies due to the Israeli oppression and psychological
pressure exercised by the occupation on the various sectors of
the Palestinian society which leads to encourage violent
resistance.

The Israeli occupation authorities realized the risk of non-violent
resistance before the Palestinian resistance movement
recognizes its importance and strong impact on the Palestinian
struggle action.

The circumstances and developments after Oslo and the
establishment of the Palestinian National Authority had cost the
Palestinians some of the most important methods of popular
resistance and the failure to find an alternative to commercial
strikes ...

The study asserts that the lack of action strategy and a non-
violent resistance to the Palestinians had prevented benefiting
from the experience of the Intifada of 1987 in terms of investing
the state of civil disobedience in Beit Sahour and the use of
popular and mass enthusiasm in the Al-Agsa Intifada in 2000.
Despite the raised opposition and media campaign about the
amendment and cancellation of certain articles and provisions of



the National Charter of Palestine Liberation Organization, there
are some people who are skeptical about it, and none of PLO
factions, even the supportive ones of the Oslo agreement, did
change any of the articles and terms of their statutes.

e Finally ... The Palestinian resistance movement will remain far
from achieving the goal of liberation, independence and return,
as it is far away from an action strategy and of resistance stems
from the need for an integrated national action program with
dimensions and vision for specific goals and means.

The models that have emerged in recent years to resist the
expansionist and racial discrimination Wall in Bil'in, Al-Ma’sara,
Jayyous and others and the Government's declared development
programs and infrastructure projects and housing in areas known as
(areas C), which is endangered be confiscation and settlement
constitute a glimpse of hope in the direction of the official and
popular parties to adopt this option of resistance, especially after the
failure of negotiations and the intransigence of the Israeli
government to halt settlement construction and demolition of
Palestinian homes.
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