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Abstract

Far away from the romantic discourse in depictimg lhioliness of life in the Old
City of Jerusalem, this research investigates ¢ladty of living through the eyes
of women suffering from inadequate housing condgior his research also tracks
women’s coping strategies, survival and resistanethods in a colonial context.
Moreover, it attempts to understand the social, ilfamand household
arrangements that emerge in everyday life withossuming that familial
collaboration applies to all Jerusalemite famil&sbjected to cruel colonial
housing policies that aim at erasing their presefdeerefore, this research
examines the kinds of conflict or tension thatesis the household and the ways
through which it is being tackled under the colbriechnique of housing

deprivation.
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Introduction

In an interview with Sarah Kaminker, former munaligounselor and city
planner, discussing the lIsraeli zoning and urbammphg policies that restrict
Palestinian housing development in Jerusalem, aite $n the future there will
be no place for Arabs to build in Jerusalem; thdieed to leave Jerusalem and
move to the West Bank” (Dumper, 1997). Israel isks®gy to outnumber the
Jewish population and minimize the Palestinian pedmn in Jerusalem
municipality for the later to reach less than 20#4he total population by 2020
(Aweideh, 2010). Minimizing the Palestinian popidatin Jerusalem is being
implemented through a number of systematic measauef as mass population
transfer, mobility restrictions, residency revooati forced evictions, home
demolition, land confiscation, property expropoati scarce municipal
infrastructure investments, and lack of servicesjtéd housing permits and
restrictions on construction density (42 Years o€@pation, 2009).

These measures aim to reduce the public spaceableaailor construction
and limit the domestic living space to create omemcled neighborhoods and
dense households; in other words people get todwe canned sardine. The
public and private space of the Palestinian Jeeus&ds is being invaded by these
colonial policies which aim at weakening their ¢sige in the city. Each and
every Jerusalemite suffers from Israel ruthlesstpres, regardless of their age,
sex, religion, and class. However, these practiltest have identical impact on
different social groups due to various reasonsustioly, gender relations, division

of roles, access to social and economic resouaegss to civil society support,



social norms and perceptions, location of residearak the degree to which it is
targeted by Israeli forces and the type of politg@als Israel wants to achieve in
a specific location and the forms and types ofstasice and activism adopted by
these different social groups (Aweideh, 2010).

Jerusalemites women have a harsh experience imgfagiolence and
humiliation from the Israeli colonial rule. Theyualy operate with few options
due to the colonization, which hinders them fromvating their quality of life
and being integrated in the public space and astgeself-determination. We
must address and recognize these colonial form®&ppiression in order to
understand women’s everyday life, their acts, adgons, negotiations and the
meanings they give to these practices and how ewergan perceives her life

reality subjectively.



Colonized Jerusalem Today

Jerusalem has always been at the center of Isetdier-colonial enterprise.
In the 1948 Nakba, Jerusalem was divided into Bast West Jerusalem. The
eastern side was under the Jordanian rule and éstemn side was occupied by
Israel forcing the residents of that area to lethadr homes (Dumper, 1997).
During the six day war in 1967, the Old City, Edstusalem and adjacent parts of
the West Bank were captured by the Israeli forcesamnexed into Israel and this
annexation was politically asserted by a new latitled “Basic law: Jerusalem”
was passed on 1980 declaring that “complete angdidierusalem is the capital
of Israel” (Dumper, 1997). Since then, Israel ing®ds discriminatory policies
and regulations and military incursions to haveeaggaphical and demographic
superiority in Jerusalem city.

Data published by Palestinian Central Bureau ofiies (PCBS) in 2012
showed that 397 thousand is approximately the tBtdéstinian population of
Jerusalem Governorate, 50.9% are male and 49.1%mde, representing 9.2%
of the Palestinian Territories’ total populatioriish is approximately 4.3 million
(PCBS, 2012).

According to PCBS (2012) and for statistical pugsys Jerusalem
Governorate is split into two sections. The firsttson is East Jerusalem District
“J1”, which was annexed by Israel in 1967 and untmal political and
administrative control of Israel. The second seci®Jerusalem J2, which is the
remaining area of Jerusalem district and it is uitldestinian administration. 246

thousand lives in J1 and 151 thousand in J2 (P@BR?).



According to the administrative divisions of theppéation, construction
and residential units, there are 44 communitieemisalem Governorate (PCBS,
2011). The statistical data collected in 2010 iaths that the percentage of
individuals below 15 years old is 38.6%, while ffercentage of individuals who
are 60 years old and over is only 5.7% (PCBS, 20H&nce, the Palestinian
community in Jerusalem Governorate is young.

On the other hand, 267,325 is the total numberetfiess in Jerusalem
Governorate residing in 26 settlements; 201,278esgtin J1 residing in 16
settlements, and 66,052 settlers in J2 residingOirsettlements. Therefore, for
every 10 Palestinians living in Jerusalem Goveregrdhere are 7 settlers
dwelling in settlements built on the Governorateds (PCBS, 2011).

Israel created a number of checkpoints and buit Expansion and
Annexation Wall to separate people living in JInfrtheir families in J2 and the
West Bank. The impact of the Expansion and AnneraWall over Jerusalem
governorate and the people’s lives can be meastiremigh the following
indicators collected in 2008: 2,940 households wasplaced, 21,600 persons
were displaced, and 9,104 dunums is the area discated land which the wall
was built on and 77,876 dunums the area of isolateds inside the wall (PCBS,
2011).

This study went beyond the numbers of demolishedl ericted houses,
figures of revoked residency rights, percentageallofved construction density.
The study examined the reality of everyday lifecmlonized, vulnerable and

highly restricted domestic and public spheres. xplered the meanings and



understandings Jerusalemites give to their pragtiegperiences and challenges
on various dimensions, including legal and polltideousing challenges,
psychological and physical health, restricted ammbmvenient household space,
family and community conflict and cooperation dynesnsupport networks, and

survival and resistance strategies.



V.

Conceptual Framework
- Colonized Places and Spaces

The unjust and violent appropriation of land anel $kruggle over resources
and land ownership is a key element of Israeli m@lism. Such actions don’t
occur in isolation, it has an unavoidable impactspatial relations (Mills, 2005).
The perceived spatial restrictions reinforce themsh@nce of Israeli colonialism at
various scales of the private domestic space, pubditional space and its
institutions, reaching the international sphere.

The colonial power controls the colonized space alsd places its own
meaning over it. For example, the indigenous peaplédustralia used fire to
clean up the forests, avoid snakes and make ieretmsivalk through the land and
perform hunting activities. The first British settt and explorers viewed these
burnt grasslands as a wasteland without taking itaosideration that the
indigenous Australians used the land to plant foamps and farm animals in a
different way than the white Europeans. The Britisblonizers perceived
Australia as an empty, unexploited land imposingirtiown sense of place and
space (Mills, 2005).

Israel also imposes its own sense of space ovdrdlestinian expropriated
lands, so it controlled the space first by exprajimg land and imposing meanings
that serve its control. By 1967, most of the aldéddand in West Jerusalem was
used by Israel municipality; therefore, the avddabpace in the annexed East
Jerusalem and adjacent areas of the West Bank igagd as a crucial town

planning dimension and the main drive behind thaels settlement policies



(Dumper, 1997). Israel uses the confiscated lared® aneans to stabilize its

dominance over the occupied Palestinian nation. Hedestinians, the land is a
generous mother providing uncountable graces; @ symbol of existences and
rootedness. When Israel appropriates their laretsyralys their houses, burns their
food crops, cuts off their olive trees, Israel aigls the meanings, values and
connections the Palestinians established with tlaids and more or at least
equally important it deprives Palestinians fromirthraeans of production and

turns them from farmers to workers.

A report entitled “Occupation, Colonialism, AparitheA re-assessment of
Israel's practices in the occupied Palestiniantoei®s under international law”,
published by the Human Sciences Research CouncBoofth Africa (2009),
highlighted five main elements that manifest thioei@l character of the Israel's
rule in the Occupied Palestinian Territories (OPWjich are, breaching the
territorial integrity of OPT; depriving the Palggtin population from the ability
for self-governance; integrating the economy of Oft® that of Israel; violating
the notion of sovereignty over natural resources; @enying the Palestinians the
right to freely express, develop and practice tbelture.

The character of the Israeli colonial regime dgfélom the character of the
European colonial regime. Fayez Sayegh (1965) désul three main features
that differentiate the Israeli colonialism in Pdiles from the European
colonialism in Asia and Africa. First, the Europesettlers were either driven by
economic motives to make fortune by exploiting téonized territories’ natural

resources, or by political imperialist motives toepare the ground for the



annexation of certain territories to their govermise while the Zionist settlers

were driven by the desire to attain nationhood asthblish an independent
Jewish state attracting Jews of the world to itsttgies. Second, the European
colonialism tolerate the existence of the indigenpapulation, whom they would

dominate, exploit and require their services, while Zionist colonialism and

aspirations of statehood were incompatible with #stence of the native

population. Third, European colonizers could overecthe barriers obstructing

their settlement in the coveted territories by amgnon the protection from their

imperial sponsors; on the other hand, the Zionidbrdzers couldn’t count on

similar facilities. In addition, Sayegh (1965) medkthree aspects that formulate
the character of the colonial settler state, whiehracism, violence and terrorism,
and territorial expansion.

Furthermore, Joseph Massad has described theilgianlst project as a
colonial enterprise established on the practicepairtheid and the maintenance of
illegitimate and racist laws that discriminate agaiPalestinians, guarantee legal
rights and privileges to its Jewish citizens, anduge the Jewish demographic
and geographic supremacy and therefore, maintanJéwish character of the
state (Massad, 2007).

The Israeli colonial governance in Jerusalem oubtbér Palestinian cities
is heavily focusing on the Jewish demographical gedgraphical hegemony in
the city seen as the complete and united Jewisltatay Israel. The Israeli
colonial governance in Jerusalem has a unique clearavith the pervasive

existence of Israeli police, the raise of settlnrdrism, the administrative and



political control of Israeli authority and its imtsitions over Jerusalemites

everyday life, the constant observation and suarak, the Palestinian leadership
vacuum in Jerusalem and the inability of the Pad@st authorities to operate in

the city, the lack of security in Jerusalem neighbods, and the lack of housing
services available to the Palestinian residentghef city. All these aspects

distinguish the Israeli colonial governance in 3atem from many other

Palestinian cities and are discussed in the datlysis part of the research.

The Israeli colonial government imposes racist land real estate laws to
reinforce its control over Jerusalem and legitimifee confiscation and
destruction of Palestinian’s properties. For insggnThe Construction and
Building Law (1965) which allows the state to deislola house or parts of it if
built without a permit, and also, The Law of AbssntProperty (1950), which
allows the property considered ‘abandoned’ follayithe violence, forced
displacement and destruction of villages in 1948hi state of Israel (BADIL
Resource Center for Palestinian Residency and RefRights, 2012).

Israel exercises full security, civilian and plamgicontrol over Palestinians
living in East Jerusalem. The Civic Coalition foreféending the Palestinians’
Rights in Jerusalem (2008) declared that Isracbpasopriated 34% of Jerusalem
lands to build more settlements and residentiatsufar Israelis and classified
54% of the land as Green or Open Landscape Are@hwvig prohibited to build
on, having only 12% of Jerusalem lands for Palestgto build on, 6% of this
land is owned by “absentees” and may thereforeobdéiscated under the Law of

Absentee Property. It is worth mentioning that mokthe remaining space is
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already exhausted with constructions leading tever® shortage in the available
housing space. These colonial practices reveaklisralesire to reshape the
Palestinian public space and to maintain masteey in\(Klein, 2008).

These policies resulted in a shortage of housiriig for Jerusalem residents
in mid-2011, the Population Density in Jerusalenvegoorate reached 1,128
inhabitants/km2 compared with 546 inhabitants/km2he West Bank (PCBS,
2012). For instance, 36,000 Palestinian are dvggellinthe Muslim Quarter of the
Old City, whose poor infrastructure can only suppbr,000 residents (Klein,
2008). During the period 1977-1983, around 90%llafiew housing construction
was for Jews and only 9.9% for Palestinians (Dump@®7).
Israel confiscates Jerusalemites’ lands, demolishes houses, destroys their
historical landscapes and changes the names ofdineets and neighborhoods.
Even the dead are not protected from Israeli olmexicolonial practices. In
2011, Israeli bulldozers destroyed Ma'man Allah iemic Muslim cemetery
disinterring human remains in a disrespectful mammerder to build “Museum
of Tolerance” with zero tolerance towards MuslimadeThrough these spatial
policies, Israel attempts to Judaize Jerusalemlytghanging its demographic,
geographic, and social features. Israel domindteslérusalemite residents’ lives
and abuses their housing and residency rightshgakito account the constant
panoramic observation to the inhabitants’ everydi#g using surveillance

cameras especially in the Old City of Jerusalem.
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- Women Politicized Space

Colonialism’s spatial practices play a significaoke in the constitution of
particular subject positions for those within tlidonized public and private space
(Mills, 2005). Israel uses disciplinary approach domesticate the individual
Palestinian body to confirm to its political ord€olonial subjectivity is strongly
associated with the forms of spatiality and movetinestriction developed in the
colonial context (Mills, 2005). Such spatial bounds and restrictions, which are
created by colonial forces not only to restrict bigo to produce and shape the
lives of Palestinians, are reflected in and represkby the Palestinian household
unit itself. In other words, the domestic space edns the politicized space.

What separate the living private space from thetipized space are only
physical walls and boundaries; “political relatiasfgpower and resistance operate
at all scales and certainly not just in the pulbdighere” (Duncan, 1996).
Colonization touches many elements of women’s Jiveeluding security,
stability, wellbeing, education, employment and ifgmbreaching international
humanitarian law with complete impunity and withdaging held accountable for
their criminal activities (Rought-Brooks, Duaib&d Hussein, 2010).

Amani, a woman from East Jerusalem, had to livda \uér parents-in-law
after her house was demolished, she reported,vé ha privacy or time or space
to myself at all.” She didn’t only lose her hous& her privacy, independence
and the peaceful normal family life (Rought-BrooRsiaibis, and Hussein, 2010).

How can Jerusalemite women raise their children nwtiee threat of Israeli
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bulldozers prevents any sense of normal peacdk® [This would, of course,
have enormous social ramifications, at every level.

Women in colonized societies and conflict zones arehigh risk of
experiencing violence. Women’s bodies happen toabsite for pervasive
insecurity, public invasion and political militaation. Their bodies function as a
representation of the “body politic” indicating tmegulation, surveillance and
domination of bodies (Scheper Hughes and Locke719hese women’s bodies
and minds became highly politicized embodying dotfsocial disorders and the
lack of justice. The public immobility, insecurignd displacement are translated
into women daily discourse.

“When the sense of social order is threatened.. yh&bsls of self-control
become intensified along with those of social adntboundaries between
individual and political bodies become blurred’(8pbr-Hughes and Lock,
1987). Palestinian Jerusalemites’ sense of soui@ras being put in jeopardy and
their national identity is being threatened by igw@ation of East Jerusalem from
the rest of the Occupied Palestinian Territoriesriytiple checkpoints and by the
Annexation and Separation Wall and the access tst\Werusalem and other
Israeli settlements.

According to the Israeli National Insurance Ing8t@8% of the Palestinian
population in Jerusalem live below the poverty Jlirad according to the
Jerusalem Institute for Israeli Studies 40% of raed 85% of women above the
age of 15 are not engaged in the labor force (Algeia, and Pomerantz, 2012).

These statistics reveal the socioeconomic detéiooraand severe poverty
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experienced by Jerusalemites, which hinder them femhancing the quality of
their living spaces.

The politicized space in Jerusalem city doesn’tlifate women’s inclusion
and participation in the public realm. Women'’s nlitypis highly restricted by the
unstable political situation and the physical rb#mtks, which limit their chances
to seek employment opportunities in the West Baikch mobility restriction
doesn’t only limit women’s opportunities to joinettworkforce but also to get
proper education in the first place. Jerusalemitemen holding an Israeli
identification card have access to employment irsMlerusalem; they are usually
placed in entry level positions such as cleaneesir@sses, and shop assistants.
Moreover, the Israeli municipality in Jerusalem slge subsidize childcare
centers or transportation and this hinders womem fjoining the workforce
because private childcare centers or nurseriedrandportation expenses would
cost them a good portion of their salaries. It $thdae taken into consideration
that when the economic conditions are low, womarallg have to work even if
they prefer not to.

In a politically unsecured country, women’s attesnpd challenge their
restricted and regulated reality need tremenddastefletermination and support.
The political restrictions on Palestinian women’sw@ment within the colonized
zone urge them to find new tactics to adopt themesehnd their families in such a
harsh context. To understand how women'’s dailytpras and tactics evolve, the
socio-economic and political fabrics of the comntyrdlong with the family’s

production and reproduction processes should tlyhgu be examined.
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Jerusalemite women’s notion of space doesn’t oolyiraunicate meanings of
confinement and victimization but also meanings smirvival and agency
challenging dominant discourses. The spatial prestiof marginalized groups
help to destabilize the public/private spatial idiion (Duncan, 1996). In other
words, the clear division of the female-private andle-public spheres is being
contested.

Previous studies argue that Palestinian women Kaeecapacity to deal
with political upheavals by finding new methods firvival, adaptation and
resistance to the deteriorating living situatiord ahat those women are not
merely victims or passive subjects but also actorthe colonial structure and
agents of change and resistance to the Israeliniablgolicies (Nabris, K.,
Aweidah, S., and Abdo, H. 2007, Shalhoub-Kevorkigdn,and Abdo, N. 2006,
and Mg'mas, H., Khalidi, F., and Naser, R.).

When the Israeli government with its racist pokcand regulation invades
and shatters women and their families’ private sp#lee intra-household family
dynamics will inevitably be damaged in such contixteprivation, dislocation,
oppression and humiliation. The more the Jerusaédefamily is subject to settler-
colonial housing policies, the more their privgbace is jeopardized and the more
tension and conflict between family members caruncdy analyzing families’
everyday cooperation and conflict dynamics, weeemine any possible tension
within Jerusalemite families as to understdmmiv challenging it is to cooperate

and endure under such colonial practices.
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- Household Conflict and Cooperation Dynamics

The bargaining and conflict approach questionstireepts of altruism and
absolute collaboration within family members. Thjgproach takes into account
the individual's perceived interest, welfare, cdnition and wellbeing,
accordingly, the individual decides whether to carape or not if the bargaining
process proves to be satisfactory or not (Sen,)1990

This approach is different than the unitary congaltation of the
household, which treats the household as a urdttafistic decision making with
the existence of the benevolent dictator who cdsittbe resources and their
allocation between family members. This dictatos tiae power on the decision
making process in the household unit, since thedathr knows best when it
comes to the abilities and needs of each family bees The dictator is not
necessarily to be a male figure; it can be a prentiand strong woman, who has
control over the division of tasks in the domespbere (Sen, 1990).

The unitary approach is used in most of the preystudies and researches
that discuss Jerusalemite family dynamics underhidumsh social, political and
economic situation. As a result, cooperation, ain) and sacrifice to achieve
common welfare all are assumed models that shapathilial ties in Jerusalem.
This study differs from others that deal with Jatamites’ struggle under Israeli
cruel political measures in that it questions théany approach in analyzing the
familial interactive dynamics and the social cobasin the context of the Old

City of Jerusalem.
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Literature Review

According to Abraham Maslow’s hierarchy of needsaity, physiological
needs, which include nutrition, housing, and claghiare placed in the first level
of humans’ needs hierarchy (Maslow, 1954). Satigfythose needs is very
important for humans’ survival and existence. Weusth understand that violence
does not merely have to be physical; it falls shoriot acknowledging that social
inequalities and violation result in slow deathd®priving people of basic human
need satisfaction (Gwandure, 2009).

Housing is one of the basic human needs recognizethe Universal
deceleration of Human Rights. Many researches w@nducted to investigate the
influence of having an adequate housing and ligpgce on the wellbeing of the
individuals and their families. A recent study (Gwlare, 2009) observed the
psychological functioning of 240 people from Johesivurg, South Africa in
relation to their living conditions. The first gnowonsisted of 120 participants
from privileged communities with adequate livingasp. While the second group
consisted of 120 participants from communitiesrfgcgome challenges in having
personal privacy and sufficient living space. Itswibbund that there was a
significant difference between these two groupsthie levels of anxiety,
depression, disorders, and addictive and risk belsav These results have
indicated that participants from communities facisgme housing challenges
should be given psychological support and decensing conditions to reduce

psychological health risks.
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This study (Gwandure, 2009) links the environmenfattor with
individuals’ psychological functioning and can stilste further research efforts
in the subject of housing and individuals’ welllgpin a colonized context, where
the fundamental struggle over land and resourcgshysically represented by
housing, residency rights and existence. East diemsis one of the Palestinian
communities, where there are many unprivileged bithats suffering from poor
housing conditions. Since 1967, Israel has impatsetiased policies, laws and
regulations on Palestinian residents of Jerusaterontrol their everyday life.
These laws and regulations invade Jerusalemit@égstprspaces and places, their
intimacy and tranquility. Their homes, which arg@posed to be a refuge where
they seek comfort and peace, became an unsafe plaeee the colonial
government monitors their physical and psycholddioactioning.

The Israeli government violates Jerusalemites’ viiadial and collective
rights. Jerusalemites’ rights of having adequatang standards for themselves
and their families are being denied by Israeli goweent policies amid
international silence. More than 75% of the Jermsék population lives in small
inconvenient houses (Odeh, 2008).

“Given the demographic reality of a 35% Palestingopulation in a city
envisioned by Israel as a ‘united Jewish capitatael has felt the need to follow
policies, which aim to minimize and dominate thdeB@nian population of
Jerusalem (Tufakji, 2009).” The official estimaté the total number of the
population in 2010, at the present municipal are¢he “unified” Jerusalem, is

788.1 thousand; 504.2 thousand are Jews and athdrg83.9 thousand are Arabs
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(Jerusalem institute for Israel Studies, 2012). Population average annual
growth between 2007 and 2010 is 2.9% for Arabs @&o for Jews and others
(Jerusalem institute for Israel Studies, 2012).0R8eils a chart that displays the

average annual population growth rate from 1961 Ra1.0:
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Palestinians compromise almost the third of thealtgiopulation of
Jerusalem and with this high annual growth for Badestinian population in
comparison to the low annual growth for the Isrgepulation in Jerusalem,
Israel geographic and demographic hegemony in ittyeaod their notion of a
“Unified Jewish Capital” is threatened. In theiregti to achieve their colonial
goals, the Israeli government constantly violagrsigalemites’ basic rights and in
particular their residency rights, since it refldatir physical existence in the city.
According to Palestinian Central Bureau of Staisstibbetween 1967 and 2010,
The Israeli government confiscated 14,138 Isradéntification cards from

Jerusalemites. Moreover, the children registerethénconfiscated ID cards also
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lost their residency rights in the city; therefotag number of people whose
Jerusalem ID cards were revoked is higher thanathmve mentioned figure
(PCBS, 2011).

The colonial forces use various measures to amlsbitants’ housing
rights such as land confiscation, settlements coctsbn and expansion, homes
eviction and demolishing, forced displacement, rigbrestrictions and many
other brutal measures (42 Years of Occupation, RO0% number of demolished
housing units in Jerusalem Governorate between @7 2010 is 1501 unit
destroying the lives of 7413 person; almost 54%hafm are children (PCBS,
2011).

All these different colonial measures resulted shartage of housing units
for Jerusalem residents and therefore created marecrowded and inadequate
households. It is worth mentioning that Jerusalesniind it nearly impossible to
attain a building permit due to the complex finahand mentally exhausting
procedures imposed by the municipality of Jerusal&musalemites applying for
building license have to wait 5-10 years to acqtheslicense and at the best case
scenario, the issued licenses reach only 5% offotia applications (Odeh, 2008).
Even when a Jerusalemite owns a piece of land &tains a license, Israel
municipality limit the construction density by reming the allowed area for
building on a certain plot minimizing the numbedasize of constructions. For
instance, the allowed area for construction in Alddbber is only 37% of the
plot’s area, while it reaches 90% in the settlenfemton Hanatzif, which is built

on Al-Mukabber lands (Odeh, 2008).
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The financially and logistically exhausting processattaining building
permits forced Jerusalemites to build illegallyorar 2004 till 2008, about 50
million dollars was the amount of fines collectgdtbe Municipality of Jerusalem
from the Palestinian inhabitants in East Jerusaleno, were accused of having or
living in illegal and unlicensed constructions (#2ars of Occupation, 2009). A
recent study (2012) published by The AssociationChwil Rights in Israel stated
that Palestinian population comprises 38% of Jésusa total population; 78%
of these Palestinians and 84% of their childrere livelow poverty line.
Jerusalemites suffer from extreme poverty, lackjad opportunities, poor
education system, and systematic shortage of pdysand economic
infrastructure.

The invasion to the privacy of the domestic spaffecs all family
members and mostly women. When Al-Magdese for $p8evelopment (MSD,
2009) has interviewed Jerusalemite women to tedirtstories of demolition,
dislocation and eviction, most of these women haxpressed their suffering
caused by the daily Israeli violations using spagems. One of the women said,
“My grandchildren complain about the limited sparel about the fear of playing
in the dangerous area around their home.” HowedéiMaqdese didn't go
beyond these stories to analyze how the realitfgrateli aggression and colonial
housing policies dominate and re-produce their epand places, daily lives,
survival strategies, and their political identity liow such living circumstances

shape family dynamics, interactions and gendetiogis.
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In “Palestinian Women’s Ordeals in East Jerusalesitidy, Nadera
Shalhoub Kevorkian and Nahla Abdo recommend tog§@tudying, documenting
and disseminating women’s agency, activism, hapgshtoping and adaptation
methods and success stories around daily surM@eover, they recommended
to conduct further investigation of the impact sfaeli racist spatial policies and
militarization on gender roles, in other words tvé a “spatial gender analyses”
of specific case studies (Shalhoub and Abdo, 2006).

Women’s Centre for Legal Aid and Counseling (2018)s recently
published a study entitled “Women’s Voices: Glimpsef Life under
Occupation”. The study describes Israeli violatibm$?alestinian women'’s rights
and their daily struggles under this colonial regithrough collecting a number of
women’s testimonies. The study only lists the uasitypes of Israeli violations
and backs it up with women’s testimony without andepth analysis to their
stories. For example, a woman from East Jerusalestrated the suffering of
families who experience house demolition, sayitwygpmen often feel a loss of
control over domestic matters and heightened seaisesecurity while men
experience increased stress and anxiety. For maitgren the demolition, along
with the disruption to education and increased i@msn the home, results in
depression, anxiety and symptoms of post-traumstiiess disorder.” This
testimony rests only on the word of the speakemaleithout unfolding a deeper
examination beyond the spoken words to addresedssauch as the colonial
politics of space in relation to gender relationsl dow this increased tension in

the household may create conflict and have an itrgaer family dynamics.
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Usually most of the studies or researches, whiotkleéa the Israel
infringements to Palestinians’ rights, depict rotm@ped images about the
unquestioned collaboration and solidarity of théeBtamian family members in
order to resist and stand tall in front of the édraolonization. Nahid Al-Sabagh,
a mother living in Sheikh Jarrah for more than 2arg said, “Even though we
live in an overcrowded and restricted space, wetWwastay in Jerusalem” (MSD,
2009). Khadija Al-Sabbagh, who is part of a refutgrily displaced a number of
times, said that nothing will stop them from stayin Jerusalem even if it costs
them their liveMSD, 2009).

Previous studies and even the media adopt, mairdach promote a
romantic discourse in depicting family solidarity Jerusalem without having a
serious investigation to the reality to everydaydship, the burden placed onto
their shoulders, how these families act and react search for methods of
survival and resistance in a highly militarized asécuritized context like
Jerusalem. It is particularly important to undemstathe social, familial and
household arrangements that emerge in everyday witbout claiming or
assuming universal or holistic patterns of famitiallaboration that applies to all
Jerusalemite families subjected to cruel colon@iges that aim at erasing their
existence from the city. Therefore, we need to eranthe kinds of conflict or
tension that arises in the household and the wagsigh which it is being tackled
by analyzing the everyday tactics used to challengkalso cope with the living

context.
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In this study, we expect that although Jerusalefaitglies display a strong
familial cooperation and resistance against Isndelations to their basic housing
rights, the deprivation of such rights can actualhgate tension and conflict
between family members.

It is needed to have clearer knowledge about tlreasdkemite family
dynamics for local and international, governmeitad nhongovernmental bodies
to be able to provide aid and assistance to thesdiés, who are struggling to
protect their principles of belonging and nationdéntify in an extremely
contested area like Jerusalem.

Moreover, this study analyzes the agency in Jezusté women'’s actions
of everyday resistance and examines women’s tadtes offer hope of
emancipation from the overbearing situation in rtle@mmunities and challenge
gender roles and division of labour. These tactelich are ‘the arts of the
weak’, challenge the strategies of the powerful amgte a space of and for these
women and their families (De Certeau, 1984).

Such spatial boundaries and restrictions createdabynial forces do not
only restrict the lives of the Jerusalemites resisidut also produce it and shape
it. Therefore, the threats and reality of segregatdisplacement, humiliation, and
violation are translated into specific domestic angements forming the
Jerusalemite families’ dynamics and functions. Htigly investigates the impact
of having unsecured, politicized and inadequatendivspace over family
cooperation and conflict dynamics. It also focusesthe impact of colonial

housing policies on the private sphere and how wgm#éo spend much of their
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time in this private sphere, use different taciticavoiding conflict, creating peace
in the household, and maintaining the family’s taase in Jerusalem. Through
studying conflict, we will understand the challeadlkese families face to survive

and collaborate together in such a harsh livingldt@ns.
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Methodology
The study used a qualitative methodological apgrdac data collection
and analyses. This was implemented by using semgtated interviews and
focus groups in order to obtain in depth informatend understand this local
community. The process of developing and discusirdgindings was based on
examining three sets of data:

* One focus group with 6 Palestinian mothers from@he City of Jerusalem.
The focus group with mothers, who have experierscede housing challenges
and suffered frominappropriate living conditions, encouraged them to
participate in sharing their experiences, feelingsd thoughts about their
housing upheavals. The brainstorming and discusseiween these women
enabled them to compare and contrast between likigig conditions and
survival strategies. This active engagement exphide levels of discussion
and analyses in identifying women’s ordeals in ifigdadequate living space
for themselves and their families. The focus grexsamined the quality of life
for these Jerusalemite women suffering from limilgccess to land and
housing services. The Community Action Center | @id City of Jerusalem
provided a venue where we conducted this focus pgioua way that is
suitable, safe and comfortable for those women. Bhevomen, who
participated in the focus group, also invited meheir houses to conduct an
in-depth interview with each one of them.

* 14 live in-depth interviews with mothers comingrfrd.0 different Palestinian

Families dwelling in the OId City of Jerusalem, mgentioned earlier the 6
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women who patrticipated in the focus group alsoigipgted in the one-to-one
interviews. Conducting the interviews in these woie@wn houses was very
important because they felt comfortable and safdewarrating their life
experiences. Also, since women spend much of tireg in the household,
this material context evoked more images and weéodtheir minds. | also
examined this material context to have a comprabemscture for their living
settings and conditions and the meanings that tvesgen themselves provide
to their experiences. The aim of these interviewas W record and track details
of housing hardships and the everydayness of suffeconflict, cooperation,
and resistance. This study did not only record disglay women’s narratives
but it gave a profound meaning to their storiesabglyzing it in view of the
physical setting of their houses and neighborhobdsy this setting is being
shaped by the Israeli settler-colonial housing qiedi, and how each story
reveals specific housing hardships.

Their responses were collected on voluntarily b&stsising on their life
experiences and challenges, access to resources sapport, roles and
responsibilities, perceived needs, value and dmution, their everyday tactics
and practices and the meanings they give to thesgiges which as important as
the action itself, and their agency.

The notion of everyday tactics which was developgdichel de Certeau
in The Practice of Everyday Life (1984) reflects #@ictions of the ‘other’, the ‘arts
of the weak, opposing a certain structure or ggratpower. Such tactics are used

by the weak to seize opportunities, manipulate &syesnd create a space that
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offers redemption from the uncertainty and compiegf the overbearing reality;
“A tactic insinuates itself into the other’s plafragmentarily, without taking it
over in its entirety, without being able to keeptita distance. It has at its disposal
no base where it can capitalize on advantagesapafs expansions, and secure
independence with respect to circumstances ... dhigays on the watch for
opportunities that must be seized “on the wing.” atéiwer it wins, it does not
keep. It must constantly manipulate events in order turn them into
“opportunities.” The weak must continually turntteir own ends forces alien to
them” (De Certeau, 1984).

This approach serves the purpose of this studpatyaing women’s actions
within the colonized space and understanding whetthese actions are
determined by the strategic power, the Israeli malesm, beyond the control or
consciousness of these women or whether women dwave degree of ability to
shape their reality. This study is looking forwdadhaving an interpretation on
how women and their families react to the invasaad destruction of their living
space by the colonial power and how do these sgpertunities and turn it to
their own ends and benefits.

All interviews were conducted in Arabic and trasetl to English by the
author. Most of the interviews were recorded anentlthe audio files were
converted into written transcript with accompannedes gathered from the actual
interview. Few women refused to have their intamgierecorded due to some
privacy and safety concerns. The general backgraofatmation for the 14

interviewed women is as follows:
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Um Zoher is 63 years old and she has 4 children.hidsband died a year ago
and she lives alone. She volunteers at one of éméers by giving Islamic
religion courses.

Um Saleh is 57 years old, she lives with her hudbarderusalem and she has
5 children.

Um Ibrahim is 35 years and she was born in Jersaled she lives with her
husband, 7 children and mother in law.

Nadia is in her forties, and has 5 children. Sredus live in Jordan with her
parents; she got married and moved to Jerusalem.

Um Hasan is 39 years old, she is originally frombNa. She has been in
Jerusalem for more than twenty years. She lives har 4 children, husband,
and mother in law.

Sana’ is 56 years old, she was born in Jerusalehsha is married and has 4
children.

Manal is 42 years old, she is originally from Betigm, now she is living in
Jerusalem with her husband and 7 children.

Um Adam is 66 years old widow, she has a clothep simd she provides for
her daughters and grandchildren, whose mother &d dand father is
imprisoned for life.

Siham is 42 years old. She was living in Jordarhwhier ex-husband; she
demanded divorce because he was sterile. She gaedor the second time
and moved to Palestine. She has been living insd&mn for only 10 years

with her 3 children.
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- Fatima is 45 years old; she divorced her husbatet afl years of unhappy
marriage. She lives with her mother and 6 childnederusalem.

- Um Othman is 63 years old spending all of thesasy@&athe Old City of
Jerusalem. She is currently living with her husharshildren and
grandchildren, a total of 16 individuals in a 6Qiae meter house.

- Reema is 32 years old, she is divorced and shada®vyor her two children.
She lives in Jerusalem at her parents’ house.

- Mirvat is 35 years old, she has 6 children and s recently moved to live
with her in laws house after her husband being lentabpay the house rental.

- Rania is 34 years old and she is a working mothéwvo children. She lives in
Jerusalem at her parents’ house after getting ciebr

Two men were present during the interviews withirth@ives and
participated in sharing information:

- Abo Othman is Um Othman’s husband and he is 63syelak He has closed
his grocery shop and is looking for a job. He isrently having a hard time
providing for his family.

- Abo Salah is Sana’s husband and he is in his sadigs. He works at Al-Agsa
mosque.

* Two interviews were conducted with employees oaldiodies who work with
Palestinian families in the OIld City of JerusaleRima Rizeq from The
Community Action Center and with Khaled Obeidatnirdrhe Palestinian
Counseling Center. The Community Action Center (§AGcated in the Old

City of Jerusalem, is a non-profit organizationabshed in 1999. The
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center’'s main goal is to empower Palestinians inskem to access their basic
rights, and to develop the community's capacity éoonomic growth and
social equity. The Palestinian Counseling Cent@QPwas established in the
Old City of Jerusalem in 1983. The Center workshwieérusalemite women to
develop their capacities and improve their psyadjicl well-being. Both
Community Action Center and Palestinian CounselGanter enriched this
study by sharing their wide experience in theiftdseof work and provide us
with more information about their observation, fimgs and recommendation
after many years of working with Jerusalemite woraed families.

The Community Action Center connected me to soméhefinterviewed
women by providing their contact information ancheduling meetings with
them. The women interviewees were ready to answequmestions and give me
personal information about themselves and theirli@snand hosted me in their
houses because | was introduced to them by The QoityrAction Center as a
researcher and a Jerusalemite woman trying to stashet and put a shed light on
their unique life experiences and challenges aat rtty study will be submitted
as a partial fulfillment to the requirements foe thlaster's Degree in Gender and
Development Studies from the Faculty of Graduateligs at Birzeit University,
Palestine. These interviewed women are engagetieircénter for pretty long
time, they participate in different trainings aralicses implemented by this center
and other community centers in the Old City. Theld ime they trust the center

and their staff and the center respects their pyiv@nd would never use their
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personal information to put them in a risky sitaafi so my credibility as a
researcher was from the credibility of the center.

The fact that | live and work in Jerusalem and hawanections with a
number of Jerusalemite organizations, individual®men and families, has
facilitated my field work. Therefore, | was ablereach some of the interviewed
women through using my personal connections. lgsthv pointing out that the
Jerusalemite community is highly and strongly catee, individuals are molded
in different levels of interwoven webs of kinshiglations. Due to the political
situation, including closures and residency statuasjviduals coming from
different Palestinian cities can’t live or even @nferusalem, and Jerusalemites
can't live outside the city as to not to get thé@erusalem identification card
revoked. Therefore, familial connectivity is sigo#nt in the Jerusalemite
community; people know each other, from where tt@mye from, their ancestors,
how they are related to each other, etc. | wastiiiesh by many of the
interviewed women through my kin relationships,ytlesked me where | come
from and to whom I'm related, and this in retureated a kind of familiarity and
a comfortable environment to communicate and sindoemation.

The interviews and focus groups with Jerusalemitamen tackled the
following issues:

» Background information: Personal information including age, marital s$atu
number of children, education, employment statagnemic conditions, etc.
» Political and legal housing challenges To what degree is the household

targeted by Israeli colonial policies and/or thesatd by nearby settlers? Is
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their construction authorized by the municipalify® what degree the family is
able to pay the housing taxes?

Housing conditions Property ownership, size of the household, nundier
family members living together, nuclear or extendauahily living under the
same roof, hygiene, safety, privacy, any requidapéation for the house, etc.
Health conditions. this section examines the possible physical skes, such
as bone disease, asthma, vitamin deficienciesth@ngsychological disorders,
such as distress, fear, depression, anxiety, shbeing developed due to the
inadequate living conditions and unsecured spaces.

Household arrangements who does what type of work in the house and
receive what benefits? What are women'’s functiors Gapabilities within the
private sphere? What is their perception about t@mtribution in the family
setting and what are their demands? Or what arexpected returns that arise
from their contribution? How do they perceive theidividual interests and
well being in relation to the overall family weleimg? What are the different
forms of cooperation and conflict that arise in timisehold and how these
forms are being perceived?

Life Tactics: This section investigates the life tactics wonuse to deal with
and overcome everyday life pressures and challeagdshow these tactics
respond to specific hardships in their living comte

Support networks: this section maps the kind of formal or/and infat

support networks available for these women in timé$iousing hardships.



33

These networks might include relatives, neighbgosernmental institutions,
civil society and international organizations.

One of the challenges faced during conducting ttierviews and focus
group was to find the suitable time for these womeho have family
commitments and are always busy with the dailyées and the domestic duties
they have to accomplish. Another challenge is #uo& bf privacy during some of
the interviews, therefore, when the interviewed womwere surrounded by
family members and neighbors; they felt reluctargharing some information.

| did a primarily pilot study with three Jerusaléeniwvomen suffering from
residency hardships and over crowdedness and thisent study is
an extension on the theoretical and methodologilealels opening more
dimensions for dialogue, discussion and analyses.

Interviewing women from only the Old City of Jerlesa allowed me to
explore the ways in which families and women irs tbommunity have similar
and different ways in recognizing their living spadealing with the residency
hardships facing these people in their everydaydiid creating modes of coping
and struggling. It also allowed me to investigdte formal and informal social
support networks available for these women and lf@snito understand their
survival techniques and resistance strategies.

The subject matter of this study is a sensitive gmecially the section that
discusses the families conflict and cooperationadyics. People don’t usually
feel comfortable when disclosing their internal figmissues to the public,

therefore, confidentiality is critical in this stydnd that's why | did not reveal the
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interviewees personal data or any major identifydietpils or characteristics such
as individuals’ names, locations and so on. Moreowe a context that is

militarized and under constant surveillance like tld City of Jerusalem, any
information that may put the interviewees and ttiemilies in danger and any
data the interviews are reluctant about was naigoghared. The intension of this
study is not to embarrass the interviewees and sxfweir private issues or put
their safety at risk, on the contrary, this studynsa at understanding and
respecting their acts of endurance and challengleeio unsecure and poor living
spaces.

As Edward Said explains “the real issue is whethdeed there can be a
true representation of anything, or whether any alhdepresentations, because
they are representations, are embedded first inlahguage and then in the
culture, institutions, and political ambience oé ttepresented.” However, in this
study, the researcher is not attempting to reptabese women and the details of
their everyday life or to speak on their behalf. tBe contrary, these women are
the ones who are narrating their life stories, desgy their reality, giving
specific meanings to their living conditions, retieg on their thoughts, feelings,

suffering, struggle and actions.
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Data Analysis

1. Political and Legal Housing Challenges

This section discusses the political and legal mguschallenges
Jerusalemite families face. This includes issuéste@ to housing authorization,
taxes and construction fines, closures and moliéstrictions, residency status,
security surveillance and the rise of settler ®&sm. The interviewed women
showed how much they are well informed about hausixes and fines they pay
to the Israeli municipality, and the degree to whilceir house is targeted by the

colonial Israeli government and threatened by atjadewish orthodox settlers.

- Housing Authorization

Palestinians living in the Old City of Jerusalemdfiit nearly impossible to
attain a building or renovation permits from theaddi authorities. This forced
many families to build without permits hoping thtite authorities will be
oblivious on their construction activities. Where tauthorities find about their
unauthorized construction, they send penalty nstite these families to pay
certain amount of money and sometimes they semd tiemolition orders.

Abo Othman and Um Othman had a grocery store, ¢hased it because it
wasn’t bringing much money and they thought thairtson and his family can
use this available space to live in it. They sdi@lhe Jerusalem Society
for Welfare and Development supported us and starte implement the
construction project, the Israel Antiquities Autityicame and stopped us, we had

to pay 20 thousand Shekel fines to proceed wittctimstruction. After we solved



36

this issue with the Israel Antiquities Authority, erdsalem Society
for Welfare and Development told us that they ddmave the funding anymore,
and that we have to wait for next year. We don’ownhow to live now, the

construction is on hold, we can’t benefit from theailable space, it is not a
grocery nor an apartment, it is nothing, and nows rare hiding under the
construction equipment covered with dust.”

Sana’ was living with her husband and 4 childreén in laws house. Her
brother in law with his wife and 4 children camelite with them. Sana’ found
the situation unbearable with this number of pedpiag together in a limited
space; therefore, they decided to build an exteniahe house. She explained,
“In 2000, my husband and | decided to quickly bualgmall apartment on the
roof top during Pesach, The Jewish Holiday of Pamsao that the municipality
wouldn’t see us. Of course, the municipality dise@d what we did and came to
examine and take photos to the construction.” Ablalg Sana’s husband, added,
“If you want to add one square meter to extend ywause, you will find the
municipality coming right after you. Until today,ewpaid 88 shekels fines and
taxes to the Israeli authorities and we receivedseaeli court decision ordering
the demolition of our house. We are going to thercoext month, may God have
mercy on us.”

Nadia received similar penalty orders from the dBrauthorities because
they reconstructed their house, she explained, Howyse was approximately 70
square meter house, we did some renovation to eéxtensize of the house, the

Israeli authorities forced us to pay 70 thousaneksls as taxes and penalty.
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Today, if we put one brick, they will put us all prison.” These families don’t
only face financial barriers in paying the constimt fines but also some
administrative barriers. Nadia explained, “We faosahy difficulties when going
to courts, specially understanding their languaggen the municipality came to
examine the house, they were talking to me in Hepend | didn’t understand
and couldn’t deal with them.”

Um Hasan’s sister received a demolition order aad to destroy their
small apartment, Um Hasan narrated, “My sister,rheband and her 5 children
used to live in a 20 square meter house built enrtloftop area of my house. |
didn’t know how they were living in such a smalluse. The authorities forced
them to destroy it because it was built without hautzation from the
municipality. They ordered my sister’'s family toiry and pay for a bulldozer,
destroy the house themselves and clean the atessitthan two hours.”

The Welfare Association is renovating some houskes Fatima’'s
neighborhood. Fatima elaborated on the challengeséighbors are facing, “My
unfortunate neighbors started to renovate theirsbaand the Israel Antiquities
Authority stopped them, now they are unable to liwehe house because the
construction is on hold, they had to go and rembase until this issue is resolved.
The municipality is killing people here, my brotHarilt a room on the roof, they
forced him to demolish it by his own hands and alap fines.”

Whether these families renovate their houses byngké/es or by the
support of local institutions, the Israeli authiest obstruct their way. The

municipality of Jerusalem and the Israel AntigtiAuthority are part of the
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colonial institutions and mechanisms used to dugad control people’s living
spaces. All of these penalty measures are uselgebgolonial government to suck
the financial and physical capacity out of Jerusdke residents and render them
helpless with no options to live a decent life.ekfpaying these fines and getting
humiliated in the courts, either the family itsetftheir relatives and friends, they
wouldn’t dare to take the risk and place one btickepair their houses to meet
the increasing family need to household space.

Jerusalemite families should be provided by systemand continuous
assistance from legal, human rights and developmeyanizations, when facing
demolishing orders, penalty charges, court summonsicipal taxes, and other
authorization and construction housing challengésreover, they should also
have a prominent leader in their community whomytlean address in such

housing crises.

- Mobility Restrictions: Closures and Residency Stats

The interviewed women suffer from restricted doneeahd public spaces.
Checkpoints, road blocks, the Annexation and SépardVall, and their legal
residency status limit their movement and actisitrethe occupied public sphere.

Siham was living with her family in Jordan; she gwdrried and moved to
Palestine to live with her husband. She livechinWest Bank for couple of years
then moved to Jerusalem, she has been living irOideCity for 13 years. She
illustrated, “we were living in the West Bank irbaautiful house, we were very

happy, after Qalandia checkpoint was first esthblis in 2000 separating
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Jerusalem from the rest of the West Bank, we mawdtis old disgusting house
in Jerusalem. | have lived in Jerusalem for moaath3 years now and still don’t
have the Jerusalem blue identification card, ornevemporary residency
permission. | have the West Bank identificationdgamy husband has the
Jerusalem identification card because he is ofiigifeom Jerusalem. | can't
apply for family unification because my husband hasther wife and I'm the
second one, and according to the Israeli law seotmardiage is null and void.”
Siham has a restricted mobility and can’t move lfrezven within the

Jerusalem Municipality Boarders. She said, “One@$ going to visit my sister, |
took the bus, few minutes later, a soldier stopihedbus to check the ID cards;
she asked me ‘where is your permission?’ | toldthat | had the permission but |
lost it. She asked me to get down from the butgylesd from 8am till 12pm in the
street with my little child and it was raining likeazy. | can’t leave the Old City,
sometimes | can’t reach the Damascus gate, if thvere soldiers checking the ID
cards. My children used to be at Al-Agsa schodhad to change their school
because soldiers sometimes check the ID cardsgb¢bple entering the mosque
and | couldn’t go visit them in their school. Myilclien feel bored most of the
time, they beg me to take them to a park to playi loan’'t take them anywhere.”
Siham is a professional hairstylist, she keepsthgabout different ways to find
work and depend on herself but her residency stalhssructs her efforts. She
illustrated, “l used to go to women’s houses arytedtheir hair, | used to make
lots of money but after the checkpoints and the IWaly movement was

restricted. | can easily find a job with the skillhhave but how can | work in
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Jerusalem while | have a West Bank ID card? [Itcamove or breathe in
Jerusalem.”

Manal faces similar mobility restrictions becauses s originally from
Bethlehem and also has a West Bank ID card. Sheing in the Old City with
her husband and children by having residency pesiarighat should be renewed
every certain period of time. She said, “My house&ery small and inappropriate
for us, | wanted to rent a house in the West Bank Ibcan't because | have
applied for family reunification to get the Jerwsal ID card and | have to prove
my presence in Jerusalem, | have been waiting ler family reunification
approval for 15 years now, | have an interview he ministry of interior next
month, | hope it will work out. Once | moved todiin Ramallah, the authorities
knew about this and revoked my temporary residgraynission and couldn’t
reach my family in Jerusalem for long time. And treo time my permission was
expired and my son was in the hospital, | could@t out of my house to visit
him.” Manal used to do embroidery work to geneiatome; she had hard time
carrying her products to sell them in exhibitionsthie West Bank, she said, “It
was very difficult for me to pass the checkpoinithwny embroidery products to
sell them in different Palestinian cities, and transportation expenses | had to
pay to move these products from one place to aneteee very expensive.”

Mirvat and her husband find the house rental imskEem very expensive
and they can’t afford it, they thought about regtanhouse in Ramallah since it is
cheaper but many concerns hindered them from dendy/irvat explained, “We

were afraid to get our Jerusalem ID cards revoketllase the health insurance if
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the Israeli authorities found out we moved to RadamalSecond, the road blocks
and the Wall between the West Bank and Jerusaleke nhaifficult for us to
move and | have a sick child and so the medicaecemwould be far away from
our reach. Therefore, | have no alternative buliie with my in laws in this
limited space until God helps us.”

Rania works in Ramallah and spends a lot of timg&ingaon checkpoints,
which can be dangerous sometimes with the freqaleshes and confrontations
between the soldiers and the Palestinian boys #&n@a checkpoint. Rania
stated, “The soldiers use tear gas and rubbertbulad the boys throw stones on
them, so there is a high possibility to get hitdbgtone or a bullet or to inhale
toxic gas. | used to put my children in a kindetgarin Ramallah near my work
but now | moved them to another in Jerusalem becauwsn’'t put them in this
danger. | have been working in one of the Palestiministries in Ramallah since
the nineties; the situation back then was not afble as today, movement was
much easier between Ramallah and Jerusalem. Adse, il Jerusalem, you can’t
find a job that provides you with stability and sety; most of the jobs are short
term contracts and the applicants must know Hebréwayve no alternative but to
cope with this situation.”

Sana’s family members live in different parts ok thVest Bank, she
described the humiliation and the stress she uondsrgvhenever she crosses the
checkpoints to visit her relatives, “it is becomweyy difficult with the Wall and
checkpoints, you have to wait for long hours iraarow passageway, then you go

through a metal detector, you might have to takeyofir shoes sometimes, they
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search your bag and check your ID card, it is altbumiliation! You reach
Jordan before you reach the West Bank. Yesterdggt Iback from Hebron at
8pm; it took us two hours from there to Jerusaleznalise these checkpoints
create traffic jam.”

Moreover, Sana’ explained how the road blocks is @ason behind these
overcrowded houses in Jerusalem, “every family usekave their own private
house but because of the checkpoints and the \Alhlthese families left their
houses in the West Bank and moved to Jerusalemgtigi find a small space to
live in, this resulted in overcrowded dwellings atehse neighborhoods, which in
return caused many problems for everyone.”

Such colonial and spatial mechanisms of contropgh&omen’s everyday
practices on two different levels of fulfilling tinedomestic duties within the
private sphere and being integrated in the prodectiphere. These mobility
restriction measures hold off options and oppotiesi for socializing and
networking, securing better housing conditionsyd@ag, applying and finding a

job or providing any source of income.

- Securitized Space: Intense Surveillance and The Ri®f Settler Terrorism
The Old City of Jerusalem is a highly militarizeddasecuritized zone,

where Palestinian families live with feelings ofrte and fear. The interviewed

women described numerous traumatizing and horgfyimcidents from their

everyday reality.
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Siham believes that the OId City is not safe for éwed her children. She
fears settlers’ terrorism feels vulnerable, she tioaed, “Many time the settlers
came attacking my house, once they were runnirey afly little child, | closed
the door and let my child enter the house fromwtiredow, they came shouting
looking for him, they were so angry, they wantechibhim. Once in Ramadan
around sunset and Iftar (fast breaking) time, t@réhodox Jewish settlers caught
my son, there were no body in the street to heip kiey hit him hard with sticks,
they smashed his face, and he went to the hosp#aalday. My poor son, he was
only 9 years old, can you believe this terror apdression!”

Sana’ is also concerned about her children to geadsed by the nearby
settlers, she said, “I always ask my sons not tdogek late from work because it
is dangerous to walk in the Old City late at nigimd there might be settlers
harassing him. | also tell my daughter if she cdraek from the university and
find out that there is any kind of tension or clkslin the Old City to go to her
grandmother’s house and | will pick her up laterewlthe situation calms down.”
Um Hasan mentioned similar concerns, “no one ledvedouse on Friday after
sunset because the settlers come to this nearlagsgoe to pray. | remember
once | was holding many stuff walking to my housd auddenly | saw a group of
settlers in front of me, they obstructed my wawads very afraid that they will
assault, hurt me or pull my head cover, | was simgeall the way until | reached
my house.”

Om Othman spoke about an incident that frighterezgddm incident that she

can't forget, she said, “One day before my son’sidueg, the Israeli police
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attacked the neighborhood at three in the mornimg boys in the neighborhood
started throwing stones on the police, who werekitap for a man suspect.

Suddenly, the police came to my house, broke ther @émd took my son, |

shouted, ‘my son’s wedding is tomorrow, can’'t weebeate and enjoy one happy
day in this city,” | felt my heart stopped that dapgm Othman recalled another
event, “ Once a group of settlers entered our gyostre and hit my son, the
police came and put my son in prison for a coupldays and before releasing
him they forced him to sign and agree that he wotidome near any settler in
the OId City. My son didn’t do anything, they prdwa him. This is unfair; we

can’'t handle this oppression anymore.”

Um Hasan recounted another story reflecting onhilgely contested and
militarized area they are living in, “Four monthgoathe Israeli soldiers invaded
Al-Agsa mosque, | was looking at the confrontatiand fight between the
Palestinian Jerusalemites and the soldiers fromwimgow, | saw around 15
soldiers throwing a young man on the ground bealing to death, | shouted,
‘this is my boy, he is just 16 years old, leave llone,” | went downstairs, my
husband and brother in law were also beaten, ledattt go protect my son, the
soldiers came and put the pepper spray on my fdamted and passed out. | was
on sleeping pills the whole week after this incigleny son and my husband were
taken to the hospital. | still can’t believe thay son is alive after they hit him
with the metal sticks smashing his face and bodyn&imes | see pictures of my

beaten son flashing in my mind, the terror | fetttday was terrible.”
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Manal experienced such feelings of terror, sheatealr “There were some
clashes with the soldiers in our neighborhood, sbieliers threw tear gas bomb
inside my house. | was outside, when | reachedhthiese, my children were
fainted, and they vomited on the mattress, anddrouleave the house.”

Police officers are settled next to Um Hasan’s Bpske explained, “Police
officers came to guard this area, they were sittinder my bedroom’s window, |
couldn’t sleep, | wanted to tell them to go do th@ght watch some other place
but | don’t know Hebrew.” She added, “My son iseavous and angry boy, when
he shouts, the police comes to our house assumatgve are beating him, they
don’'t go until they examine all family members. Thawhy | don’t feel
comfortable leaving the house for long time, | hawebe in the house in case
anything happens. These kinds of incidents stressoat.” According to Um
Hasan’s story, the lIsraeli colonial forces use teems of “protection” and
maintaining security to actually invade people’a@and violate their privacy.

Um Hasan, Sana’ and Nadia talked about how tHeiidibeing watched by
surveillance cameras that surround their neightmmteo Um Hasan said, “Their
security cameras records and captures every silggél, even the small ant, the
only thing left now is for them to put cameras iar dbedrooms. Sana’ stated,
“Surveillance cameras are all around my house, amily and I'm being
observed 24 hours a day, if you go to the toileeyt will know. If we
unintentionally touch these cameras, you will fthd police right in the middle of
our house.” Nadia mentioned, “Our house is in frohAl-Agsa mosque that is

why it is targeted by the colonial authorities. Yiubserve and monitor us all the



46

time; they perform continuous aerial photo suraeidle to our neighborhood and
houses. We are living in constant terror heregf@mple, my husband and | can’t
travel together, someone should stay at home, goarrknow what can happen,
the situation here is insecure and unstable.”

Settler terrorism, police militarism, and secustyveillance are depicted by
Women'’s narratives describing their colonized §fmces and practices. It is clear
that men are also suffering from these techniqoisn men are the ones targeted

by the police and settlers.

2. Household Space

This section illustrates how Palestinian familiegng in the Old City of
Jerusalem are suffering from severe housing camditincluding density, limited
privacy, hygiene concerns, and lack of safety.
- Density

Um Hasan, a 39 year old mother, used to live wah4children, husband,
mother in law, two brothers in law and two sisterdaw, one of whom has 4
children; a total of 15 family members living innadst 60 square meter house.
She said, “In the family house, | feel I live iretistreet, | don't feel I live in a
house for my own. | wish | can have a key for mys$® to close it whenever | go
out, and say out loud this key is for my own holdg.mother in law stays in the
house most of the time, so | go out and come backehand the door is always

opened. | don't feel that this is my house, mytgriti
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Um Hasan added, “until now my little boy doesn’véa bed because there
is no place to put it and the dome hemispheridéihgestructure in the old houses
prevents us from using bunk beds with two or mewels of bedding to maximize
available floor space. He sleeps on a small matt@s the ground in his
grandmother’s room along with his 3 siblings.” SSteessed, “The first thing |
thought about before having more children is tlze sif the house. The house is
very small; | can’t raise more children in his heusWhen my daughter gets
married, how my son in law will come visit us anahl will invite him for lunch
in this small house!! | become very depressed whigrking about the future.”

Um Ibrahim lives with her husband, seven childred &er mother in law.
She said, “I have six daughters and one son. Mglttaus sleep in one bedroom
and my son used to sleep in the living room but nlogv sleeps in his
grandmother’s room. He keeps complaining that hetsvdo have his own
bedroom but there is no way he can have one insthniall house.” She added,
“When my children play, the neighbors complain sgyihat we annoyed them.
When | feel angry, | can’t even shout because #ightors would hear me, | feel
I’'m going to explode. These overcrowded houses raighborhoods restrict us
and choke us big time.”

“How would you imagine 16 individuals living in aO6square meter
house?” Said Um Othman, a 63 year old mother barrthe Old City and
currently living there with her husband, her sou &ims wife and his 6 children,
her two divorced daughters and their 4 childreny‘@dhildren don’t know how to

live; the house is small and overcrowded. They d&nbw where to put their
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books and cloths; the cupboards are full and taezemany things stuffed on top
of these cupboards reaching the ceiling. We tryge every possible space to
organize our belongings. We are 16 people in theséoif each one has 2 pairs of
shoes, then you will have 32 pairs of shoes, aesktlalone need space.”

Um Othman illustrated, “I have a kitchen, a batmno@ living room, and
two bedrooms. My husband, my grandchild and | sleethe living room, my
daughters as well as their children sleep in omdmem, my son, his wife and his
children sleep in another bedroom. | wanted todrimore beds but there is no
place to put them.” She continues, “In the mornieguse the bathroom in turns,
the ones whose school or work is geographicallyfiam the Old City use the
bathroom first then when one finishes, they call f@xt person to use the
bathroom. | personally don't like to wake up be@u&now as soon as | get out
of bed | need to go to the bathroom, so | try taysin bed until everyone
finishes.”

Um Othman finds the weekend to be the most strggsire in such a small
house, she stated, “The weekend is very stressfiduse all family members are
in the house and sometimes guests come over. Ewagy my daughter, her
husband and children come visit us, yesterday hisbdnd told her that they
should stop these visits because there is no plaeee they can sit and it is very
noisy with all the children playing, shouting, afighting with each other. It is
very frustrating; | want to my daughter to visit mued for all my family members

to gather but there is no space.”
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Due to the household over crowdedness, Mirvat, vghthe wife of Um
Othman’s son, can’t find a place where she canr théw child, she explained,
“after we moved to live with my in laws, my son eded very low marks at
school, his teacher asked me what's wrong and whetfe are facing some
family problems because he used to get high matkse in my in laws’ house,
there is no private and quite place where we cantagether through his
homework. There are no libraries or centers inQktek City, where | can go with
my son to go over his studies.”She added, “I haweraputer but there is no place
where | can put it here and let my children berfedin it.”

Mirvat finds winter the most challenging seasonslite in these small
houses of the Old City, “In winter everything takesre space than usual, the
furniture, the blankets, the clothes, the shoed, the laundry, you can't find a
place to put your feet on the ground. Also in winded because of the cold
weather, everybody stays at home, making thingsencballenging to do your
everyday domestic duties like cleaning, cookingntiry and child care.”

Rania, who is Om Othman’s daughter, tells anotherysdepicting their
challenge with household space, “once we brougigvarefrigerator, we couldn’t
put it inside because the house’s door and entrareg¢oo small. We knocked
down one of the house’s walls, put the refrigerateide, and build the wall back.
We also had hard time to enter furniture into tbade, many things got broken.”

Manal is 42 years old and she is dwelling in arsG8are meter house with
her husband and 7 children. She narrated the tuatdrackground of her house,

“During the Ottoman rule, this neighborhood wagiagn and all of these houses
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were the prison’s cells and my house was whergtized used to sleep, and in
this corner of the house, they used to bury thel dealies. What | want to say is
that these buildings were not designed to be howsesare suffocating in these
inappropriate and very small houses.” During theeriiew with Manal, some
kids were playing outside and then suddenly theatidall entered her house, she
explained, “there is no place for these poor kalplay; they come from different
neighborhoods to play in this yard. In the sumrttegse kids bring their footballs
and bicycles, the area becomes really noisy, aiypsa@an’t rest.”

Um Adam spoke about her experience in living insgdare meter house
along with 8 family members, she said, “this howse a living room, bedroom,
kitchen and a bathroom in the same time. It walcdlf for us to accommodate
ourselves to live in such a limited space; you taat, sleep or pee in this house. |
felt | was living in the street, if | opened theadmf the house, you would see my
son bathing. Our toilet was really small; you cameby sit and then stand up still
like a piece of wood, you can’t move.”

Sana’ is a 56 year old mother living with her hugband three children in
less than 25 square meter house. She said, “Theehsuoo tight for us and my
children have grown up and this house doesn’t riet needs. There is no free
space here; every corner is stuffed with many wbffe things, like books,
blankets, clothes, shoes, food, plates and otlegshWith this limited space, it
becomes harder to have a clean and neat houserobinishas multiple usages; it
is a saloon, living room, and bedroom in the same.t My children are not

pleased with this situation, sometimes while theyreaving lunch or lying down,
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people visit us, so they have to clear the spaceisitors but they don’t know
where else to go. This house doesn't give them sayse of comfort or
tranquility.” She added, “My married son doesn’sivime a lot, he can’t stand
sitting in a limited, closed space, and when hdés/i©ie doesn’'t come with his
wife, they visit me separately because the hougedssmall.” Sana’ stressed,
“This house is not appropriate for any sort of @oma; celebrations or
consolations. When my daughter finished high sche@ rented a hall to
celebrate her graduation. This house is not usefny activity.”

Siham is 42 years old and she has 3 childrendiwmalmost 50 square
meter house in the Old City for 13 years now. Suffess from the lack of
adequate space, she explained, “This house wastdndomplete rubbish and
disaster, the ceiling and the walls were crackdwd no kitchen and no bathroom
for 10 years. | have one bedroom or even half adwed because it is really
small, my children sleep in it, and | sleep in tiveng room. | hate this house, |

wish | can leave it, it is not appropriate for aalmto live in it.”

- Privacy

The lack of household space makes it difficultfeonily members to enjoy
and maintain any sense of personal privacy. Nades lin a house along with
other four families and they all share the samesagard.

Nadia’s children lack the privacy in the family &) she explains, “once

my daughter was wearing a cute dress celebrating bithday, she was
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embarrassed to get out of the room; she didn’t wemtuncle to see her. She
doesn’t even feel comfortable in her house.”

Um Hasan shared similar story, “my children arestirated with the limited
space in the house. My daughter wanted to weavedkess shirt and put lipstick in
the house but her dad was very strict and he dwatt her uncle to see her.
Moreover, my sons always express dissatisfactiautathe limited space; they
don’t know where to change their cloth. All my chiégn don’t enjoy any kind of
privacy in this house.”

Um Othman is also concerned about her son who f@iffesult time to find
a personal space, “my poor son puts a curtain vileechanges his cloths. When
he takes a bath, he can’t get out of the bathrammeone should give him his
clothes to wear them inside the bathroom, and he't cdress outside
comfortably.”

Um Hasan herself feels that her freedom is veryhmanstrained in the
house, “I can’t wear a nightgown or even pajama®n't have the basic right and
freedom to wear whatever | want in my house, cam iyaagine! | don’t know
what to wear on summer days; | can’t wear sleesesbgts or shorts even though
| feel very hot. My mother in law and brothers awl are always around, | feel
pressured.” Even on other intimate level, Um Hadagsn't have a private space,
“l used to feel very embarrassed each time | haaa intercourse with my
husband, | used to walk to the bathroom on tiptikesthieves and hide the dirty
towels, as for nobody to see them. | used to nexkeises for not having sex to

save a face and avoid this embarrassment and.5tress
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Manal thinks that in order for her house to meat faenily’'s needs, it
should be destroyed and built again. She saidpfiftcenjoy any sort of privacy;
my house is on the entrance of the neighborhoodgvenyone who comes or
leaves this area sees me. | can’t even wear agugit | always have the prayer
clothes by my side. AlHalal (what is permitted bgd}is now Haram (forbidden)
in this house, there is no personal space, anatgoit perform your basic rights.”
Manal continued, “My daughter can’t change herrdohere, she goes to her
grandmother’s house, and she also sleeps thereheitlaunts. Even when she
wants to express herself and write something, eh& wants to watch TV, she
doesn’t do it in this house. She always complabwuanot having a bedroom for
her own, where she can bring her friend, sit afidwéth them without anybody
hearing them. | can’t provide her with this privatyere is no room in the house.
Even if 1 want to make a birthday party for my datey, | can't inside of this
small house.”

Um Zoher didn’t feel comfortable talking to her basd in her own house.
She stated, “When | used to sit and talk with mgldand at night, everyone
passing by our house could hear our voice. My rimigls new bride, | hear her
fighting with her husband all the time, if | wags@arious woman, | would know all
details about her life. Our houses don’t providewith basic privacy.” She
continued, “When my sister in law was living neatus, she used to know where
we go, when we come back home, what we do, whtswisi, every single details

of our life.”
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Sana’ also complained about the lack of privatespehere she can express
herself freely, she said, “I don't like to get apdprecause | end up shouting at my
children, and then the neighbors will hear me andvk all about my family
problems. So when | feel stressed out, | leavehthese, and if anyone asks me
where I'm going, | tell them I'm going to the cerapt.” Sana’ added, “When |
lived with my in laws, | didn’'t have any freedomiiyyacy or independence, |
couldn’t do simple things, for example, | didn’trdao put a lipstick in the house.
My father in law was like the leader and we areftil®wers or more like slaves.
Once | was visiting my parents and | got back hafter sunset, my father in law
closed the door and didn’t let me inside; he told get back from where you

came.”

- Hygiene Concerns

The interviewed women don’t only suffer from theKeof space, stability,
privacy, and safety in their houses; they alsoesuffom living in unhygienic
conditions. Their houses have poor sun accessashgdntilation, which in return
cause humidity and allow mold or fungal growth.

Um Othman indicated, “We used to have direct stmligoming into the
house but not anymore, our neighbors built an aufdit floor and blocked the
sun and this is causing humidity and mold growtkhm house, when | wake up |
directly open the windows to take some fresh atan’t wait for summer to see a

little bit of sunshine.”
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Um Adam talked about the lack of ventilation herghéors are suffering
from, “the other day | went to visit our neighbotisere is no air or sun entering
their house, their house is 6 floors with no windosv any kind of ventilation. |
asked them how they are dwelling in this housey #ve suffocating, and they use
fans and air conditioners all the time. | couldoréathe in their house, may God
help them!”

Manal considers her house to be unhealthy to hyeshe said, “The house
receives no sun or air due to building densityghkors are everywhere. Now my
son is suffering from asthma but what can | do?ré@hg no other option but to
live in these clustered homes.”

Siham and her children also suffer from unsanitasipng conditions, she
said, “My house is not hygienic at all. My littlditd is suffering from asthma
since he was born. He used to sleep one day ihdhge and the other day in the
hospital. Due to the humidity and fungal growth, el to put ventilation fans in
the kitchen, bathroom, bedroom and the living roBnom the moment | wake up
| turn these fans on, or else we suffocate. Whaarg wet laundry inside the
house, my children can’t stand the smell of the hivags powder and softener.
When | cook, they get bothered by the food smdileyl keep complaining that
they can’t breathe. Also, the sun doesn’t enterhihigse at all, if you turn off the
lights, you can’t see your finger, and it is tadarkness, even in the daylight and
noon time. We struggle to see sunlight and feebtha the house.”

Moreover, the interviewed women explained how thHsduses are not

equipped with basic rain and wind isolation materi&ana’ narrated, “when it
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rains, the house’s walls and ceiling keep leakihgy are now soaked with water,
| put many buckets under the dripping ceiling arallsv Look at this cupboard,
layers of black and green color mould/fungus grgwvon the surface, | keep
cleaning it but all is vain, | can’t even look gtit is terrible! | can’t put carpets in
the winter because they will get wet from the dimgpceiling. My daughter begs
me to put a carpet because she feels very coltkimnvinter if | put a carpet and it
get wet, there is no place where | can hang itryo itl is impossible. | can’t do
anything about it, she should cope with this sitgtand she can use a heater!”
She added, “When the summer approaches, cockroaohss on this dirt, | kill
them, then | clean the house, and in the next disn Imore and more. | feel very
terrified from cockroaches. This is very exhaudting

Um Zoher indicated, “When we first rented this heus Jerusalem, it was
complete rubbish, it was not even suitable for ahénto live in it. Once | was
coming back home and | saw many rats around myehdusan to my sister’s
house, | sat on her kitchen’s table and pulled egg ltogether, | felt very afraid,
my face turned white, | can’'t even stand watchiatg on TV, how about seeing
many of them in front of my house! My heart stopped

These women try not to spend much time in the Hwlde they try to

“escape” from it as not to “suffocate” or end uglwphysiological iliness.

- Lack of Safety
Jerusalemite families suffer from the lack of safém their houses,

neighborhoods, and community as a whole. Womenywatsout their children’s
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safety in their inadequate living spaces includithg hazardous household
interiors and insecure outdoor surroundings.

Manal talked about the constant concerns abousdlfety of her children,
“This ceiling is very dangerous; it might fall dovany minute. First, | can’t afford
to fix the ceiling. Second, if | fix the ceilingnight cause damage to the structure
of the house above us, and | can’t take this resipdity and make sure it won't
harm the neighbors living in the upper floor. Thitdvon't even take the risk to
repair it because the Israel Antiquities Authorityl come after me to sue me. So
now my ceiling texture is peeling and falling officawhen my children wake up
in the morning they find their faces covered withite painting and cement.”

Um Othman also thinks that her house is not safeliftte kids. She
explained, “There are many sharp edges that cdrttem. We try to make use of
every single inch in the house even if it is nobv@nient for children; there is
nothing we can do. Look here at this small roomysed to be a storage, we
converted it to a room and build stairs to reaciliis stairs is very slippery and
dangerous; | feel terrified when the kids walk bt i

Um Hasan is worried that her roof is not safe fer family, she said, “Once
my daughter was standing here on the roof, shegeasy to fall down, if her
uncle didn’t catch her in the right time, she woullve been dead. We told the
Ministry of Waqgf and Religious Affairs that we watat put a fence to protect our
children, they refused saying that we destroyedrtfrastructure of the Old City.
However, recently the Israeli authorities put ackerfior security reasons, and of

course the Ministry of Waqf and Religious Affairantt say anything about this.”
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Um Hasan added, “Here in this neighborhood the ésgiumoftops are all open
areas, there are no blocks that separates betwgehoose’s rooftop and my
neighbor’s house’s rooftop. So we don'’t feel veafes’

Um Zoher lacks the stability and safety in her eenhouse, she explained,
“The owner of the house has recently decided talselhouse after we repaired it
and pay lots of money. We are not protected inréméal contract; the owner can
force us out at anytime. | don’t feel secure irs thouse.”

The interviewed women emphasized on other extéhnnaehts to their safety.
Um Ibrahim doesn’t feel comfortable when leaving heuse, she narrated, “Once
my husband was out of the country and | went tefsket my parents’ house for
two days, when | got back home, | found the houskw@indows opened, and the
money was stolen from the drawer. | didn’t call gwice because | was sure that
who stole the money was one of my brothers in lawtheir sons. This is a family
house no stranger can enter it without getting balg

Um Zoher indicated that she lives in a dangeroughberhood, she
explained, “Most of our neighbors take drugs, tinersy kinds of drugs. The other
day they came and threatened us, they told usifptiice came and asked you
anything, don’t say a word. After two days, theigmicame to arrest one of these
neighbors, he ran away, they caught him and sprageatkthing in his eyes. In
this neighborhood there are many drug dealers,aanmdght they come and sit
under our windows.”

Such safety concerns related to drug dealers addtadvas also clear in

Siham’s words, “You just can't live in the Old Cibf Jerusalem, in front of my
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house, there is a small, hidden area where druigtaddeet to smoke weed, and
the smell of this shit they are smoking is very pdwl. Every night | hear their
voices, they come to buy drugs and marijuana. Il fieglly scared and | worry
about my children to get out of the house at niditis is not a safe living
environment.” The issue of drug addiction was asisled repeatedly by the
interviewees stressing on the importance of curbthig widely existing
phenomenon that threatens the safety of their fam@mbers.

During the interview, Fatimah’s daughter came bfokn school, Fatimah
stressed, “My daughter is not allowed to go outs Ihot safe out here; | worry
about her a lot. She is back from school now amddsiesn’t leave the house until
the next morning.”

Manal shared similar worries about the lack of ségin their surrounding
environment, she said, “my children are not allowe@teave the house after 6pm.
My son is a teenager; | don’t want him to meet wpied boys, who can drag him
into immoral directions. | have to know all my ahén’s friends, to make sure
they stay safe.”

All family members who were present during the fviev with Um
Othman agreed that they don't let their kids lethe house. Rania, who is Um
Othman’s daughter, indicated, “I don’t allow my &itb go out, even if they want
to go to the nearby grocery store. | don’t feebgaifyself to walk alone at night, if
| came home late after work, | call my big brotbemy father to walk back home

with me.”
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Nadia shared another story of living in constarsesurity, “one time my
son went to buy bread, | waited him for an hour hedlidn’t show up, | felt very
scared, | quickly wore my prayer outfit and wentsearch for him. | was afraid
that something bad happened to him or that the@dbok him or he got into a
fight with the settlers, especially that he was catrying his identification card
with him. In the OId City, nobody can move withaw#trrying their identification
card, it is not safe here.”

Sana’ also stressed on the lack of safety in thiernounity represented by
neighbors, who observe Sana’s family members amat@nsidered another form
of surveillance. She explained, “Neighbors spy @namd inform the Israeli
authorities if we make any construction or adjusttego the house. We also
don’t feel safe to leave the house. Our neighbartisieve, he hides the things he
steals in the roof top, if the police find thesele stuff, they will accuse us.
Moreover, there are a number of drug dealers iratha, if my son is single, there
is a possibility of 90% that he would be part astborrupted group of drug and
weed addicts.”

The different experiences and stories women shatwout their daily
ordeals with household density, limited privacyckiaof security and sanitation,

are reflected on their physical and mental health.
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3. Health
This section investigates how the lack of spaceapy, hygiene and safety
impact Jerusalemite families’ health including botthe physical and

psychological functioning.

- Physical Functioning

The shortage of adequate and sanitary living cawdit has heavily
impacted residents’ physical health. The interviéw@men explained the types
of physical illnesses that they and their familymnbers are suffering from.

Um Zoher believes that the housing conditions teduin her husband
suffering from severe illness, she said, “Whenrikghbors drive their cars, the
cars’ smoke gets into my living room, we couldrskahem to move their cars
away and we couldn’t close the windows either. Mgliand used to escape from
the house because of the cars’ smell and alsontle ef the nearby sewage. He
told me once to bring snacks and go to any patate some fresh air. Before he
died, he was really sick and wanted to leave thesédout he couldn’t move, he
felt helpless, he was distressed, and he was ibleepain.” With her eyes filled
with tear, Um Zoher continued, “My husband onced sthiat people move to
Jerusalem to receive the national insurance andcalezhre benefits, he believed
that instead people become sick here. He was titghtame here and died.”

Nadia suffers from severe vitamin D deficiency, sxglains, “My doctor
instructed me to sunbathe because | have low lefelitamin D in my

bloodstream and its causing me bone and musclessdl Where should | go
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sunbathing? On the roof when you are under constaneillance by the Israel
police and watched by the neighbors. I'm sure thighbors will start blabbering
asking themselves for whom I'm uncovering myseltl ashom I'm trying to
seduce. There is no private space.” Nadia contintMg neighbors are raising
pigeons, so all their pigeons’ droppings, featterd dirt is on my roof and my
clean laundry, and this is causing my child to hewenic lung problems, asthma
and allergy.”

Um Hasan also experiences similar challenges wéh rieighbors, she
indicated, “Some of my neighbors constructed theirses a while ago and throw
their construction waste into my roof. This part tfe roof became a
toxic waste dump, if | complain they will say it mot your business, this is our
property. This waste attracts snakes, spiders, mdsquitoes, cockroaches and
the insect with 44 legs especially in summer tira. always worried that my
children will get bitten by these animals and itsgi's very unhygienic living
environment!”

Spending much time in the house might negativelgaot Sana’s health,
she said, “Do you think | like to stay at home?ddiéirse not, | keep myself busy
with activities outside the house, I'm sure if legd more time in it my physical
health will deteriorate. This house causes me niafegtions especially in winter
because | spend more time in this rotten house.”

Nadia and Manal have a hard time and leg pain neg¢he rooftop to hang
their Laundry on the roof. Nadia explained, “Camu ymagine how exhausting to

walk up and down this long stairs carrying a heé@agket with cloths. I'm



63

experiencing some health problems with my legs bezaof that.” Manal is
desperately hoping, “I wish | can enlarge my hoissbave a space where | can
hang my laundry, | have to do it on the roof usthg ladder, and it is very
dangerous to climb this ladder and this causesegy o ache all the time.”

Um Othman also suffers leg pain when walking up @man a long stairs to
reach their house. “I have difficult medical comlis, I'm diagnosed with
Osteoporosis, bone disease, and | can’'t bend nmgskwéhout feeling sharp pain.
| used to be able to clean the house, move thé&doenwalk the stairs quickly but
not anymore, | even pray while sitting on the chhican’t kneel. | used to be
physically strong; it makes me feel sorry to se& aeak I'm now.

The stress and agony Um Hasan feels due to theetnaind inappropriate
housing space was reflected on her health, shetrdiied, “I take vitamins
everyday to keep me feel strong and energetic addnk milk to gain some
weight. | have some health problems with my bones$ muscles because | feel
tense and angry all the time. Sometimes when I'my veervous, my stomach
hurts me, | start vomiting and then | can’t eatthimg for at least four days. This

house put me under tremendous pressure.”

- Psychological Functioning

The neglected and deteriorated household conditamrst only impact
families’ physical function but also their psychgical functioning. Women
stressed on how the environmental factors influgheepsychological health of

themselves and their families and on the need pwawe the housing conditions.
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After her husband passed away, Um Zoher feels yaneher small house.
She says, “My sons and daughters don’'t come td wisi because my house is
very small, so | go visit them instead. Howevemstimes | complain and ask
them to visit me, | need them to visit me, I'm dd tonely woman and | really
need my children to be around me to be able toisin this life.” Um Zoher
added, “I used to live in a spacious house witrubka furniture and a garden on
a hill in AIRam city. | used to enjoy the sunshitiee clean air, and the smell of
trees. Due to the closures and checkpoints, we dhtavive in this small house in
Jerusalem. | can't stay in the house for a longtilrkeep myself busy with any
kind of activity outside of the house. | can’t bitey | feel pressured in this house.
| have been living in this house for four years nowt | feel it has been ages, |
feel old and fragile. When you want to rest anddawn, it is not even possible in
this neighborhood. It is very noisy, children playfront of my house because
there are no playgrounds where they can play, senwim tired, | can’t sleep,
their voices in my ears. ”

Rania stressed on the issue that children cand &ppropriate and safe
places where they can play and this in return hag@ificant impact over the
children’s psychological state. She indicated, ‘littie nephew stays at this small
house and keep crying all day long, there is noglahere she can play. | can feel
that she is unhappy and angry.”

During the interview, Um Hasan panicked when harsdriends came
over, she explained, “lI start to panic wheneveraléh guests in the house,

especially when little kids come to play with myildren. If they throw anything
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from the window, the Israeli police will come ditgcto see who did it. | can’t
help but to feel terrified and worried.” Um Hasaidad, “At some point | needed
psycho therapy, | didn't hesitate to ask for hélm an educated woman and |
was fully aware that | needed to go to a psyctsatiiused to be very nervous,
keep yelling at my children and beat them sometirhiesvever, after completing
several therapy sessions, | became more calm #ndkde | learned how to better
accommodate myself to the harsh living circumstaraoed how to communicate
well with my family members.”

Siham takes her 3 children to Jordan every summeisit her family there.
She pointed out, “my children can’t wait for summecation to leave Jerusalem
and spend two months in Jordan. They love it thiévey go trips with my siblings
and nephews. They enjoy their time, and enjoy rigefiee; living is much more
beautiful there. When we leave Jordan, they kegmgrall the way, they hate it
here in Jerusalem; they feel imprisoned, lonely aoded. |1 can’'t take them
recreation trips here, the checkpoints restrict mgvement.” Siham’s vision
towards the future carries meanings of hopelessara$slespair. “I don’t need my
children to support me in the future, let them jaspport themselves! Do you
think 1 would even live long to see them grow up#ill die soon, no life left for
me,” said Siham while ironically smiling.

Um Othman is worried about her son, she elaborékéy son, his wife and
his 6 children are currently living with us becaukey can’t afford renting a
house. My son is very pressured, tired and depielsdely, he and his family

don’t have any freedom or private space, and theeiifery restricted living in the
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family house. When he comes home, he doesn't talk anybody and he barely
eats, yesterday he didn’t eat anything. He is apply, he is mentally exhausted!”

Living in constant anxiety affected Um Othman’s Nveing, she explained
with agony, “During the past couple of years, wéesed heavily from miserable
housing conditions, poverty, and family problemslive in anxiety, | keep
thinking how we are going to live and survive instlworld, sometimes | don’t
sleep for days, and I'm very worried. People ugsetell me that | look young for
my age; | was very happy and had good looks bask.tNow, | feel very old and
tired. | don’'t even smile; there is no reason tolemrhese difficult living
circumstances killed our spirits and sucked thegyneut of us. We are like the
living dead.”

On similar note, Sana’ clarified that sometimes sheonstantly worried
and concerned, “I didn’t live even one beautifuy deecause of this family and
housing hardships. | swear to God that sometimésn't sleep, | feel very
worried and anxious.”

The lack of security in a militarized zone alsoluehces Jerusalemite
women psychological health. “The feeling of fead granic is when this moment
approaches, when the Jews tell us take your staffeave, | keep thinking about
this moment. It is normal to keep worrying and Knirg about this moment
because it's my house, even if it is a very smak,oand it's my family, my
stability, it's my whole life!” Um Hasan said. Nadcommented on Um Hasan
statement, “I'm also afraid that someday they wimolish this house on our

heads, | keep asking God to keep and bless our .h@vhenever | leave the
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house, | recite Ayat Al-Kursi (verses of the Quram)protect the house.” Nadia
added, “I feel pressured from this house, the rmgh and the Israeli authorities
and oppressed from my husband and his family. énrstimmer vacation, | escape
to my parents’ house in Jordan. This pressure kgative effect on my mental
health.”

Due to limited space, most of the interviewees tchnld any occasion in
their houses, they can’t invite people, they cao'st guests, and they don’t allow
their kids to bring their friends over. Some of thierviewees expressed a feeling
of embarrassment and anxiety to have guests ihdbhse. Um Othman described
how all family members feel stressed when guestsecover, “the tension occurs
when we have guests in the house, everyone festd,igspecially if one wants to
study, they can’t find a quite place.” Manal alsdicated how stressed they feel
when guests come visit them, “Many people visibogFridays and in Ramadan,
they go to Al-Agsa mosque to pray and come to @wsk to rest or to sleep by.
When they come on a sudden, | feel very embarraasddstressed out because
most of the times my house is messed up and mgrehilare sleeping on the
mattresses on the ground, so there is no placeevthey can sit. My children get
really bothered and upset because they have toujetf the house to leave some
space for the guests.”

Um Ibrahim experiences feelings of embarrassmedhtséness from the bad
household conditions, she recounted , “one timgamge woman was seeking a
wife for her son, so she came to see my daughtiidnit know where to let her

sit, my house is not appropriate for guests, sok ther to my in laws’ house, then
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she asked me why | took her there, | told her thathouse is very small and my
little children are all in the house so it is nafitg and convenient to sit in my
house. | felt very much stressed and embarrass&dptl crying all day.” Um
Ibrahim added, “My daughter is 18 years old, hed &aeps telling her ‘don’t
wear tight outfits in front of your teenager bratla@d cousins.” You can'’t believe
the pressure she is living under, she can’'t weaatewer she wants even in her
own house. The other day she said, ‘I'm sick o$ thouse, | wish | can die and
rest from this life.” | don’t know what to do; | o& provide her with a private
space of her own.”

Sana’ goes into major depression and fatigue irterjirfWhen it rains, |
start yelling at my children, 1 fight with them, gdyou can hear me shouting from
Al-Agsa mosque. | tell my children, if anyone caltsll them I'm not home; |
don’t want anyone to see this mess. My daughtee dolcd me ‘for God’s sake,
stop yelling, go fix the house if this makes yowgmgnand nervous, it is not our
fault” how can | fix this damn house, we can bgrafford to drink, eat and pay
off our debt.” Sana’ recalled the most recent iroidwhen she was very confused
and disordered, “Recently we have received anoferalty notice for the
unauthorized construction we did for the house.yTthen’'t have mercy, we just
finished paying the previous construction finegj here we go, more fines to pay,
they don't give us a break. When | receive these&es, | panic and lose control
of myself. | can’'t handle this anymore. ”

Accordingly, the living space challenges, which vesmdescribed, are

closely linked with family members’ health detedtbon and the development of
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certain mental disorders including anxiety, depoggsand stress. The lack of
suitable housing conditions would inevitably impattte daily household
dynamics and individuals’ interaction within therfidy, the neighborhood and the

entire community.

4. Household Conflict Dynamics

This section highlights the tension and conflicttween nuclear and
extended family members, relatives and neighboesnisting from housing
problems in the OIld City of Jerusalem. This inckidérst, the ownership,
construction and expansion challenges between emedtruggling over adequate
housing space, second, the disagreement and disia@sed by generation gap,
and third, the social pressure and interferenceictwlall combine together

restricting women'’s life spaces and choices andreirfg colonial governance.

- Struggle Over Space: Home Ownership, Constructionrad Expansion

Um Adam described the conflict that takes placeavbeh neighbors over
living space. She said, “Disputes on housing spacencreasing with the
population growth and with the restrictions thehawity is imposing on house
construction and renovation. | worry that my cleldrwill fight on the house
ownership in the future. The other day | told myghéor that I'm thinking to
build two bedrooms and a bathroom on the roof oftrayse, she replied, ‘how
are we going to sunbath if you build on your rogtiu will prevent the sun from

entering our house.’ | told her sunbath from my. &sce | built a kitchen on the
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roof, the neighbors went and informed the politeytdid so either because the
construction | did was causing real damage or sxthey were jealous or maybe
both. Then, the police came, destroyed the kit@mehmade me pay a 6 thousand
Jordanian Dinar fine. Here the neighbors spy orh edher and give the police
detailed information about everyone’s life don’telfesafe here between the
neighbors.”

Um Ibrahim lives with other 40 members in the fgnilouse in the Old
City. She explained the type of house ownership hod it organizes the
relations between family members. She said, “Mizgdain law had 13 daughters,
so he was afraid that their future husbands witetaver the family house.
Therefore, he decided to make this house a famagMéndowing this property to
his children and grandchildren. As a result, no caue sell or buy any part of this
house, that's why we still live together. My hustbaand brothers in law live in
the house; each one of them pays 500 Jordaniandimdis sisters each year for
their inheritance rights. They asked for more ia beginning and many disputes
occurred but we told them that we can only afftnid amount of money, which is
not bad, after a number of year, they can gatherntoney and buy a house of
their own.”

According to Um Ibrahim’s narrative, the family Wasystem keeps the
property ownership within members of the same fanahd therefore, protects
Jerusalemite families’ existence and hinders théontal government from

destabilizing these families’ presence in the Ol Gf Jerusalem.
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Um lbrahim added, “It is true that no one can 8®lhouse, which in return
minimize the conflict that occur on house ownershipwever, disagreement
happens on other issues like house renovation gpahsion. After we added an
addition to our house, the family started to blaldd®out it accusing us of steeling
my father in law property. They envied us for figinhe house without even
knowing the reality of our everyday misery living @ small house. Then the son
of my dead brother in law came claiming that he addgal right to live in the
family house and that he couldn’t afford rentindp@use. After we paid lots of
money and suffered from debts to fix the house'slyae took it, closed my
balcony, demolished my stairways and built an apant for him and his family.
He tricked my husband telling him that he would payack the money we put to
fix the yard, until today he hasn't given us oname”

Um Ibrahim’s story reminded Um Saleh with her owamily hardship
struggling for housing space, she said, “My somtestiato build an apartment on
the house’s roof, my brothers in law stopped him #ok the roof by force. My
sons wanted to get into a fight with their unclesg tmy husband and | stopped
them, we didn’t want more troubles in our life. Mgns today don’'t speak with
their uncles. Um Zoher commented on Um Ibrahinksys “everyday we hear
such stories. This proves that everyone should iliveéheir own independent
house. She laughed and added, “If | were you | daell this house and buy or
rent another one far away, avoid this headachdiamgeacefully?.”

Um Ibrahim continued giving examples to the typehs ongoing tension

within the family house, “my brother in law is aryeal from the noise our ceiling



72

makes when it rains. Last winter, they made uscampets and blankets on the
ceiling to minimize the noise, we didn’'t know how dry them after that and
started to smell really bad bringing insects totlitbase, so we through them away.
This winter we told them we have no blankets opetr left to put on the ceiling,
so they are asking us now to put asphalt concreteesurface of the ceiling, and
we can’t afford it. They are giving us a hard titodive.”

As for Nadia the reason of tension in the houskeismother in law, she
explained, “My mother in law wants to control ubgsinterferes in everything,
and wants to know everything. When my children prathe house yard, she gets
annoyed and shouts at them, she wants us to saleiour rooms. She creates
stress and pressure in this house.”

Um Hasan narrated an incident when her brotherkawn tried to take
advantage of the conflict that happened with hetherain law to throw her out of
the house. She said, “One time my son was tryirfiktthe power cables with his
wet hands, | was afraid that he would get an etestiock, my mother in law
came to see what was happening, so | slightly daisg voice asking her to wait
for a little while. She thought | was shouting at,hso she started crying, slapping
and hitting her face. | swear to God | didn’t shauther, | just raised my voice
because | was afraid about my son and | wantedakersure she heard me. She
disgraced me, so | left the house and went to mgnsl house. My brothers in
law wanted to take advantage of this event andpimusto kick me out and bring
their divorced sister to live in the house. Thengti that | served their mother for

more than 20 years; they didn’t even give me a oham explain myself.”
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Sana’ explained how her husband’s relatives watdeidke possession of
their house, she said, “After my father in law pakaway and after we fixed the
house, my husband’s relatives who were living ia West Bank and Jordan,
came to Jerusalem claiming ownership rights tohixgse. Our house became a
sweet cake that everyone wants to take bite fromhivsband’s aunt once said,
‘If it was the last day of my life, | want to seewkicked out of this house.” Can
you believe this hatred and jealousy?”

To ensure that no future conflict happens betwesnily members over
house ownership and expansion, Sana’ and her losotnéaw agreed that if any
of their children get married, they should leave llouse and find another place to
live in. She explained, “as long as my sons arglsjn can keep them here but
when they get married, there is no enough spacethiem, their wives and
children. Of course this makes the idea of gettiragried a challenging one for
my sons; my eldest son is 29 years old and he edfotd buying or renting a
house, so how is he ever going to get married? higren complain and hold us
responsible for not being able to secure appraphatusing for them, they keep
telling me that instead of putting all of this mgnixing this small house, we
should have bought a piece of land, where evergbmey sons can build his own
apartment.”

Um Zoher used to go with her husband and sleepeat $on’s house; they
had a bedroom for their own in that house. Sheatedy “After my husband died,
my daughter in law took the bedroom we used topsleel think it is a smart

tactic from her to tell me that this bedroom is nohe and there is no place for
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me at my son’s house and I'm not welcomed therés Ftident woke me up; |
realized that | can never live at my son’s housewNl live alone in a rented
small house and | have my own independent spadeutitfeeling a burden on
anybody’s shoulders even my son who is from my dkesh and blood. | put
limits between me and my children as to avoid pidénonflicts.”

The struggle or conflict over living space is amegral part of Siham’s
everyday life, she explained, “When my husband cohwne, he doesn’t want to
hear any voice, he wants to sit alone and reshénliving room with no one
bothering him. So, my children and | enter the bedr and close the door to
avoid getting into problems with him. We feel rggiressured and imprisoned in
this small room, we shouldn’t make any noise, I'tgo through my children
assignments, and we can't talk or breathe. One, imehusband was drunk; he
kicked us out of the house late at night and shibateus saying ‘you annoyed me
with your noise, go find another place for youiteelin.” My children don'’t like
their father, in fact | take my eldest son to ardpést because he keeps having
nightmares and day dreams about his father beatnt cursing him. These
conflicts in the house have a huge impact on migam’s physiological health.”

In her early years of marriage, Siham moved toQke City to live in the
same building of her husband’s first wife. Sihansatied the conflict that
happened between the two of them, “when | first €amthis house, it has no
furniture, my husband asked his first wife to gime a mattress to sleep on but
she refused and | slept on the ground. When weest#o fix the house, she came

and broke the window glass and she injured the béaonde of the workers. | used
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to stay in Al-Agsa mosque during the renovationqeeand come home late. She
made many troubles for me, she used to curse msland at me in the street in
day light and at night and in front of the neighfyaghe didn’t care. She used to
cut off electricity and water supplies from my heushe gave me a hard time. My
husband bought her a house in Wadi Al-Joz and shedithere. | wanted to live
in her house because it is bigger but she refusddiet her son to live in the
empty house. So now her son, his wife and chiltivenupstairs, we don'’t talk or
deal with each other to avoid tension.”

All of these women have experienced different lewlconflict over space,
which occurs between nuclear family members, exdnidmily members and
relative, and neighbors. From these stories, wosh&w how tough they can be
in protecting their family and their homes. Thisffict over space is a struggle
for survival and existence in a city, where researare decreasing not because of
the natural population growth but because of getitdonial measures of the
Israeli government. The struggle over space igusitbetween the colonizer and
the indigenous people, but also between the indigenpeople themselves.
Women’s stories reveal the ruthless reality of gday struggle between the
locals over living space and how some people waoaltn each other and would
collaborate with the Israeli colonial governmehg bppressor, by providing them
with information about their neighbors’ unauthodzeonstruction just to protect
and secure their own property, living spaces arnstenxce. This everyday conflict

over property and resources creates a sense alustifietween members of the
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same community, neighborhood and family and theeettestabilizes the social

cohesion in the Old City of Jerusalem.

- Generation Gaps

Um Hasan described how the generation gap betweremather in law and
her children causes intense arguments in the hgtsesaid, “My mother in law
keeps telling my children that this is A’eb and &far (shameful and forbidden)
without even giving them a reason; children nowadayant answers and
explanations, not orders. So my children feel aedagnd irritated from her, | try
to calm them down and convince them not to argub ter, | explain to them
that she is an old woman from a different genenat@®nce my child asked me
how women give birth, | explained for him in simplerds that every mother has
an opening in her body and after nine months ofpaiacy, this opening becomes
bigger and the baby comes out from it. When my moth law heard me, her
face turned white and criticized me for being tadb She wants me to raise my
children in a similar manner to how she was be@ged and this doesn’t work.

Um Adam illustrated how the new generation is fraistd from the harsh
living conditions and might go seek for better ogppnities out of this country
and away from their families. She said with tearber eyes, “My grandchild told
me yesterday that when he finishes his educatienyill take his girlfriend, get
married, work and live a better life abroad. Hedsthiat he won’t come back or

even have any relation with us. Can you imagindiuits me to hear him say
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these words, after everything we went through wuse a decent life for them,
your children can abandon you in a blink of an eye.

She continued, “People used to be kind and godtiealegree that made
our life easier and beautiful, we forgot that weravéving in small and poor
houses; we used to go out, sit with the neighbdnat and have a good time.
Today nobody cares about you, if you die, no orlenatice or feel sorry for you.
| believe that people nowadays have no mercy iir thearts, they only think
about their individual interests, even your childrgou want the best for them
and they want to create troubles for you. Now whiga growing number of people,
the lack of resources and the crowded and presswaiggthborhoods and houses
having no ability to build or extend your house,npalashes and problems occur
between families, relatives and neighbors, peoptebaing separated from each
other.”

Um Zoher’s children don’'t come visit her very ofteshe expressed her
frustration saying, “this generation forgets abasitthe elderly, they remember us
when we are young and strong, they don’t understlaatdthe elder person needs
care and love like never before. My children gotned and have their own life,
no one of them comes visit me, and this is wrongs ltrue that | don’t have
enough space in the house for visitors but thisoisan excuse for them not to
visit me.”

The generation gap that can cause household domflibo Salah’s point
of view was expressed in his following words, “hetold time, children used to

respect their parents and will do anything as nosde them unhappy or angry.



78

Before my parents put their heads on the pillovsleep, | used to go kiss their
hands and make sure they are pleased with me. Ngwagiour children don’t
really care if you are happy or not about theirand, they only think about their
own benefits as if they live alone.”

Um Hasan, Um Adam Um Zoher and Abo Salah talkeduabeneration
gap and struggle each from a particular angle; tresgribed how conflict occurs
when family members from different generations stteek together in a limited
inadequate household, and when family members &ifierent generations don’t
share similar values and principles, and when #e generation has a growing
tendency towards individualism. Regardless of tifeerg@nce in the meanings
they give describing the generation gap, this geiwr gap hinders women from
living peacefully and harmoniously with their rel&s and neighbors and would

in turn cause a lack of familial and social cohrsio

- Social Pressure and Interference

Um Saleh narrated a story that mirrors the soowdsion for one’s private
space, “After her husband passed away, neighbarsedatives started interfering
in my aunt’s private issues, they observed her htgbher actions, and every
single detail of her life. She lived under pressward so she decided to get
married at an age of 62 years old, just to escae problems surrounding her.”

Nadia doesn’t feel comfortable walking in the OldyGvhile wearing bold
colors, she said, “l can’t go out wearing a greem gellow headscarf or even a

colorful handbag because relatives, neighbors &adyene else will criticize me.
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My daughter has recently started wearing a heafidtas not familiar or very
much accepted for women to walk without coveringirtthair. Jerusalem is a
conservative city not like Jordan or even Ramallahgere | feel | can wear
whatever | want.

Um Hasan also experiences similar interference fr@mneighbors in her
private life, she stated, “I worry a lot about wimetighbors say about me, they
observe you and hold you accountable for your mstiGometimes | resort to
lying to do whatever | want; it is the best wayrake things go smoothly with no
troubles.”

Abo Salah explained how he felt angry when his eeplannoyed his
daughter by interfering in her personal life, “I svgoing to hit my nephew the
other day but | controlled myself. My daughter cdmaek late from the university
and he started cursing her using bad words. Herig jealous of her because she
goes to university; | told him that he needs 10@ryeo be educated and well
mannered like her.”

Jerusalemite families feel that they are constamthserved by their
community members, who evaluate and judge theiryelay practices and
choices. The social pressure and interference isasdangible as the limited

house size but it similarly restricts residentgirlg spaces.
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5. Household Cooperation Dynamics
This section emphasizes the cooperation dynamiat ekiolve between
nuclear and extended family members, relativesnaighbors to help them divide

roles, share responsibilities and manage speafising matters in times of crisis.

- Cooperation in Times of Crisis

Sana’s quest for adequate living space is premigedn permanent
cooperation between her and her husband. She eeglai“Managing the
household issues is not the responsibility of Hikdr or the mother alone, it is the
responsibility of both. He helps me with the dortedtities because | can’t do the
cooking, cleaning, and raising the children all dayself. We built this house
together carrying the construction bricks up andvmothe long stairway;
therefore, enhancing our living conditions was aretl idea and effort between
the two of us. We cooperate and divide the tasksd®n us and this way we feel
with each other more.”

Sana’ used her context and legal condition to retheafamily cooperation
dynamics in facing daily ordeals with the Israelittorities. She said, “My
husband and | go together to every Israeli coumrson related to the house
authorization and to every human rights organimatamd to the Palestinian
authorities seeking for official help in our cad one of us can go by oneself
and take this burden alone; it is easier when wit hgether”.

After getting divorced, Fatima’s family providedrheith a small apartment

where she can live with her children, she said, frmother and brother live next
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to me, they stood by me and helped me a lot ttedstte in the Old City with my
children.” Moreover, what makes it easier for Faito face daily life upheavals
is the solid bonding with her neighbors, she illatgd, “I have a good relationship
with my neighbors, who helped me a lot in the tiragsrisis and still are standing
by my side. We share each other’s happiness amgkssdfailure and success and
dreams and fears and we never let anybody dowrs. Adlps us in maintaining
our existence in the city despite the poor hougskbohditions and the brutality of
the Israeli authorities.”

Furthermore, Fatima’s eldest son works and givesbtee money to cover
the household expenses and save some to renoeat®uise, she stated, “I don’t
have a job, only have the insurance subsidies asuace of income. Every
summer break my son works in construction from 4ain®pm, he brings 120
Shekels every working day, and he contributes dfathe money he earns to the
household. Sometimes he works after school whenéwerfinds any job
opportunity.”

What enables 16 individuals to live in a 60 squaedter house is to have
cooperation between these individuals, Um Othmad, $&/e would never be
able to survive in such living conditions, if weddit cooperate and feel with each
other. There is no space in this house for anyorikibk about personal interests,
we seek to achieve the common good for all famigmbers. My son and two
daughters work, they provide for their own childieemd help me and their father
in covering other household expenses and pay thsitg taxes and fines to the

Israeli municipality.”
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There is a shared understanding between Manakhusdrand and children
on the importance of cooperation to be able to figacefully in their house, she
explained, “we understand and help each othere ther roles divided between us,
for example, when we have lunch, everyone partieipacleaning up; one cleans
the table, one washes the dishes, one sweepotreafid so on. It is not only my
daughter but my sons should take part in the damdsties. When you live in a
very limited house space, you should always keegean because if it gets
messed up, you won’t be able to move or do anyth8whaving a neat living
place is a shared responsibility between all fammgmbers.”

Manal has a good relationship with her in lawspwaklp her in providing a
private space for her teenage daughter, she erplaimy daughter doesn't feel
comfortable in the house, she has 6 brothers, sofestls very restricted. Her
grandmother and aunts pamper her, and try to mekédppy by bringing her
cloths and gifts. My daughter spends most of mee tat her grandmother’s house,
she even invite her girlfriends there. This helpeed a lot in dealing with the
pressure my daughter feels because with the linnéedurses and household size
we have, | can’t provide her with better living ditions. I'm very grateful for my
in laws for standing by our side in this situation.

Siham’s neighbors gave her significant assistanftenvshe was renovating
her house, she said, “my neighbors provided me withelter when my house
was under construction. They welcomed me and migrem in their house, and |

stayed at their place for a month. They were rekty with me. | don’t have
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family who | can rely on here in Jerusalem but neyghbors are like family to
me, | count on them whenever I'm in trouble.”

The interviewed women highlighted various formscobperation that take
place either between family members living undex game roof or between
different families within the community of the OQity of Jerusalem. Such forms
of cooperation are fundamental to assist theselitmsmn standing still in front of
life’s crises, coping with the limited life spacasd options available for them and
in maintaining and strengthening their existenciawvitheir city.

Those women and their families might be descrikiingir familial and
community solidarity and cooperation in a romamkietoric because this rhetoric
or representation to such social dynamics is asgmal part of reinforcing their
co-existence and presence in a city full of comitilex and restrictions. They
internalize these representations and romantic mgarto help themselves in
surviving this overbearing situation.

Moreover, one should take into consideration tloatperation and conflict
dynamics don’t occur in isolation of each otheresdl dynamics are highly
integrated and intertwined. According to Sen (1996¢ household is a site of
cooperative conflict, where cooperation exists wiieasults in specific outcomes
that are preferred than the outcomes of non-cotiparand where the bargaining
process exists over the decision to cooperate brcooperate at all when the
outcomes don’t prove to be satisfactory. We shdaleé into account that, as
Naila Kabeer (1994) argues, the member’s decistarhoice to cooperate is not a

totally individual one and is not driven by a m@ersonal need, this decision is
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influenced by the social norms; “the powerful notive pressures backed up by
the threat of social sanctions, which make the itdicof household membership
a social rather than a purely individual one.”

Therefore, Jerusalemites from the same familyragighborhood decide to
cooperate not only because cooperation resultensopal satisfactory results but
also because cooperation means belonging to arcgrtaup of people, the family
or the whole community. However, this cooperatiomisewhen the person feels
that one’s living space is at risk even if it leadssocial sanction. One clear
example is the dispute that occurred between Unm@tfs family and her
brother in law on using the available space orrdloé, she explained, “We had a
hard time finding a place to put the water tank eredsolar water heating system,
my brother in law prevented us from using the hsuseof saying that he wanted
the roof for his kids to play in it because his $®us too small. We live in the
same building and we also have the right to useatfa@able space on the roof.
We begged him, he refused. Many problems happemrtdebn us after that
incident, we don't talk with him anymore.” In thedse the need for living space
outweighed the need for familial membership andthreats of social sanction,
and therefore, Um Othman’s brother in law becamewnast after deciding not
to cooperate with Um Othman’s family.

Sana’ narrative also indicates how the need toreeone’s living space
would urge members of the same family not to coamtgetogether at a certain
point. Sana’ reached a significant conclusion abfaumily cooperation and

conflict dynamics in the current situation by sayifiFamily cooperation comes
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to an ending under such difficult living circumstas. My sons don’t support us
financially in at least covering the house expensék their father; they are

selfish, they think only about themselves. Thelyrted if we are going to continue
giving you money to spend on the house’s everydaemses and construction,
we will never save money, get married and haveusé&dor our own. They keep
accusing me and their father for doing nothing tfegir benefit and future. I'm

afraid that when their father and | pass away, hilden will fight between each

other over this house.”

From Sana’s story, we can understand the bargaifingat of the
household and the cooperative and non-cooperativees that has to be made
on everyday basis. Kabeer (1994) explains how thpli¢it contractual
relationship including rights and obligations betwefamilies members can be
renegotiated leading to contract break down whenintividual’'s circumstances
change. When Sana’s two sons decided to stop batitrg to the household
income, they chose non-cooperation and decideddakbthis implicit contract
that oblige them to share the burden of househad{senses along with their
parents because their circumstances had changetheyndeached a point where
they had to secure their own living space and getried and therefore,
cooperating with their parents would hinder theanfrdoing so.

This vivid intersection between cooperative decideading to familial and
social cohesion and non-cooperative decision lgattirconflicting preferences is
the reality of Jerusalemites everyday life. Frone timterviewed women’s

narratives, we can understand how cooperativenaltiees become difficult and
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sometimes unattainable under the Israeli colonialegnance that forces family
members to live in houses, neighborhoods, and camtiesl that lack the basic
standards of respectable life. Therefore, governahemongovernmental, national
and international efforts at this stage are alsoy vienportant to reinforce

Palestinians’ existences and continuity and tongtieen the familial ties and
community networks in Jerusalem. These efforts lshdoe directed towards
providing a hygienic, secured and private househaltl a safe environment from
settler and political terrorism, which in returnlwireate a fertile ground for

familial and social cooperation.

6. Survival and Resistance Tactics

This section examines women’s tactics that offguehof redemption from
the overbearing situation in their communities. Séeactics, which are the arts of
the weak, challenge the strategies of the powenfd create a space for these
women and their families to live peacefully. Thasemen don’t only try to
deflect or escape the disciplinary control of tlkevpr but they also re-appropriate
the system to their own ends without totally leguiin

“I have no other choice but to cope and find sohsiand alternatives for a
better life, if | keep complaining about the congs®ed and unsuitable house; |
will become mentally and physically ill, make mafgmily problems, and

eventually lose my children and husband and ruidifey Um Hasan said.
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- Finding a Refuge

Many women found technology as a solution to mosgobd the physical
household space and expend their dimensions. Siagohained, “My poor
children don’'t have a place to play either insile house or outside. So my
children and | saved some money and bought a laggop let out, to learn and
entertain themselves.” Um Hassan also brought goaten for her children, she
illustrated, “There is no safe place for my child® play outside the house. |
don’t allow my children to play outside becausehiéir football touched any of
these surveillance cameras, the police will comiiaéohouse for investigations on
the incident. | bought them a computer to spenckton it and stay home. The
computer takes them to a different world of theinpthey can talk and play with
their friends virtually. This way | feel less wiad on their safety, | also observe
what they do on the internet, to make sure theyuaneg it wisely. | also bring
them toys, like Lego, just to let them play insithe house and avoid the stress
and fear.”

Rania finds refuge for herself and her childrergbing to work and putting
her children in a kindergarten, she said, “My famhembers who stay in the
house all day are the most stressed and pressnesd logo out to work, | breathe
fresh air, | meet new people, and sometimes | seé&riends. | get back home at
4pm, | feed my children, give them a bath and we! | don’t spend much time
in the house. | also put my children in the kindetgn, | don’'t want them to stay

in the house all day because there is no placefoetbem to play; they get bored
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and make a lot of noise bothering everybody els#nénhouse. They enjoy their
time in the kindergarten.”

Due to the tension that continuously arises from liimited household
space, Um Othman tries to create a nice atmosphehe house, she explained,
“I bake a cake or make Kunafa just to make everyoagpy. Sometimes my
grandchild feels like dancing, | turn on the TVt pusong for her to dance, | tell
my grandchildren play and enjoy your time. Desghiefact that | get bothered by
the noise they make, | don’t force or pressure thersit and stay quite. | ask
everyone in the house to feel comfortable.” Sash@és similar thing to Um
Othman in her quest to create a peaceful livingrenment, she clarified, “I try
to gather my children to have lunch together to enlem close to each other, |
also make sure that they respect and not to anneyanother. This way we can
endure living under such deprived circumstances.”

When Sana’ is depressed, she tries to find a kEbyleaving her house, she
explained, “Sometimes | go out for a walk in SafdfDin Street, not to buy any
particular things, just to take in clean air and sew faces, or | go to Al-Agsa to
pray or attend religion lectures, or | visit my b&gends in the Old City, and then
| come back home after sunset happy and less stresd. In cold rainy weather,
when | can’t go out feeling pressured, | watch &i&in TV series or knit wool, it
makes me feel better.”

Some women try to find space by visiting relativeside or outside the
country. Siham and Nadia take their children evemynmer break to Jordan

visiting their parents there. They both agreed thay and their children enjoy
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going to Jordan, where they can move freely, haegious options for
entertainment and recreation. Um Hasan takes kiertkiher parents’ house for a
couple of days in Nablus, where they have a ganeé away from the stress and
restrictions they experience in their house in gaem. On the other hand, Um
Ibrahim takes her children every once in a whilenéarby parks, she said, “my
children feel very bored and pressured in the holibey can’t play here, the
neighbors keep complaining about the noise my wmdnlcnake. So, | take them to
the Bell Garden (a garden in the western part nfs#em), the Mount of Olives
(a mountain overlooking the Old City of Jerusaleor)any other spacious green
area, where breathe clear air and play withoutrtgaio worry about anything.”
Women and their children participate in differantivities, like sport, trips,
educational courses, and social networking evemtgenbeing their insecure and
constrained spaces. The financial capabilitieedifom one woman to another,
so they keep looking for solution and alternatit@garticipate in these activities
to break out from their controlled restricted sgadém Hasan explained, “I can’t
afford sending my kids to take private swimming rseu Instead | search for
opportunities where | can send them to summer cangdseducational trips that
are funded by different community centers and aggdions here in Jerusalem.
My daughter went to France last year with Nidal €enfor Community
Development; she met foreign people and saw a rawnwnity, and after 12
days, she came back happy and fresh with positieegg. She would never been

able to travel without the center; we can’t afftiné plane ticket. She is applying
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for another opportunity to attend a conference @bdnon, Inshallah they will

accept her application.”

- Household Arrangement Solutions

Women keep searching for any possible way to aeatige limited
household space to meet their continuously devieppeeds. The solutions they
find varies between material repair to the house @acing rules and regulations
to organize everyday family dynamics and interagio

Manal can't extend her household space becausdiv&@sein a clustered
neighborhood and the Israeli authorities will conggt after her if she adds even
one square meter to her house. Therefore, sheodi& senovations only within
the borders of her house to efficiently use thdlalke space, she illustrated, “we
used to have a small toilet outside the house, wtwas difficult to go to in cold
weather, so | built one inside the house... | hanglamypdry on the roof top, in
winter, | hang it in the middle of the house buget dirty with everyone getting in
and out of the house, so | had to buy a dryer nma&cHi only use it when it is
really cold because the cost of electricity neetedry the cloths is very high... |
built a plastic storage on the roof, | tiled thellgjgpainted the ceiling, put a new
small window, | moved the kitchen to the other Vlated side of the house, and |
bought a new oven that is smaller than the old érrestructured the interior
design of the house without adding an inch to thesk.”

Um Zoher has also made many adjustments to theesiouse able to live in

it, she narrated, “With the money | saved, | fixie house, tailed the floor,
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repaired the doors and windows, turned the bedrtooanliving room to be able to
welcome guests in the house, and installed a newlow to let more air and sun
access the house. I'm still not satisfied with blmeise but after this renovation |
can live and accommodate myself in it.” Moreoveatifha has another renovation
plans for her house, she stated, “I'm thinking todp a fridge and to repair the
house because it leaks during winter and to clearfungus from the walls and
the ceiling. | can’t afford doing all of this todpetr, 1 will do it one step at a time.”

Women attempt to create a private space for themsednd their family
members by placing regulations and order in theseo8iham explained the kind
of order she places in the house to make all famémbers comfortable, “I let
my children sleep at the same time, so that theyt dmther each other with the
noise they create, they know that they don’t haweafe bedroom and they have
to cope with this limited space.”Fatima also triesfind a private space for her
children, she said, “My sons sleep in the bedrooh my daughters sleep with
me in the living room. When my daughters changer tbeths, their brothers
leave the house. | taught them to respect the @yrigheach other.”

Um Hasan creates a private and tranquil spaceefimelf and her children
by using a range of tactics, she said, “I taughtamydren to knock the door and
take permission before entering any room and Ithalin not to interfere in their
siblings private issues... | don’t allow my kids torly their friends to the house
because we don’t have much space heMy.children don’t have a bedroom but
| try to create a kind of privacy for them, for exale, every one of them has their

own blanket, bed covers and sheets, pillows an@lgw Also to make them feel
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good, | bake cake and celebrate their birthdaysbaimgy gifts for them. All of this
will ease our livings conditions and eliminate gressure in the house.”

Um Othman described the activities they do as ssaiey wake up to have
enough space to be able to move, “when we wakevestart putting everything
in order, we take off the mattresses and pillovesnfrthe ground, we fold the
blankets, if there is dirty dishes, we clean themd put them in their places, if
there is laundry, we wash it, and hang it in a jgeway, the big ones to the back
and the small ones to the front, as to make ouremewt easier, then we fold the
cloths and put them inside the cupboards, if therany vegetables or fruits
outside the fridge, we put them under the tablerifgulunch time, | give
everyone a plate and a spoon, and | organize tinelnbed them where to sit, some
sit on chairs, and others sit on the ground. If¢ghe no order in the house, we

won't find a place to put our feet.”

Income Generating and Money Saving Activities

Siham seeks different opportunities to generateaydo provide for her
children since her husband hardly gives her moaespend on the house and the
children. She wants to have a job that enablesoha&iso meet her domestic duties
in the same time, she explained, “I have recentlyght a sewing machine, a
woman sends me the embroidery work she produced siitdh it. | work from
home, this way | can stay with my children day anght. Yesterday | went to a
career day to look for a job, I met Jameel Samathé, hairstylist, and he

scheduled an interview with me next week. | tolthHican work from 8am till
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2pm only; | don’'t want to lose my children at anycamstance. In addition, |
frequently participate in exhibitions to sell passrand handworks to make some
money. | also take 200 Shekels from the JerusalakatZCommittees, and
together with the money | make | do some changdbhddouse. | bought these
beds, cupboards, sofas, chairs, and the sateNitee€eiver. | used to wash the
cloths on my hands for two years and a half; |exefl heavily, so | bought a
washing machine. All of what you can see in thisidgey | bought it from the
money | gather over time, my husband brought ngthinthis house, not even a
straw.”

Just like Siham, Manal is putting effort to findcome generating sources
and enhance the quality of her life. Manal undedsathat her husband’s salary
can barely cover electricity and water bills and #ithool tuitions, so she has to
work and support her husband in covering life egpsn She explained, “All the
renovation | did for the house, | did it from th@mney | saved. | took many small
business courses, and | took a loan to startedwmyembroidery business but |
failed because | used expensive raw materialshe@toducts’ prices were high
and | couldn’t sell many items, | also had diffiguto store my products since |
don’t have enough space in my house, so | stogpedotoject. Recently | have
taken another loan to start clothing business.tlgpamall kiosk in front of my
house and | sell nightgowns, underwear, and babthes. The risk in this
business is to receive penalty charge notice flmennunicipality; | received two

notices and had to pay 450 Shekel each time.”
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Um Adam, “l had an ambition that when my childrenowg up, each one
will have a house for his own. | didn’t want theonsuffer like | did. Although the
municipality demolished my kitchen three times,dsastubborn and | built it for
the fourth time, and this way we were able to mazé@rthe size of the house.
Then | discovered that the house is not enougimfpochildren and grandchildren,
so | have recently bought a house in the Mount lofe®. | didn’t achieve all of
this easily; | worked for 37 years in Hadassah hakps a cleaner, | used to take
good salary. My husband used to sell pistachio kioak in front of the house. |
search all possible ways to make and save monegnWhuy 4 kilos of chicken
drumsticks, | don’t cook them in one day; | dividhe amount to eat it during the
whole week. I'm breaking my nails digging the grduto survive and live a
respectable life.”

Um Ibrahim is living with her husband, 7 childrendamother in law, she
worked very hard to enlarge the size of the howuse 25 square meter to 100
square meter, she explained, “Before enlarginghihwgse, the house was really
small, if you open the door of the house, you fine toilet in front of you. Back
then | had 2 children; | told my husband that | wed going to bring more
children if we kept living under such uncomfortahl@using conditions. | sold my
golden jewelry and saved every Shekel with my hodb& deprived myself and
my family and | was sweating blood to renovate Huosse.”

Um Ibrahim added, “Look what | have here, blankdtswork as a
salesperson selling these products to friends, Iyanand women | know.

Moreover, | organize trips for women and childrensummer, this way | can



95

make some money and also take my children to ttrgse without costing me
much money. Out of all these activities, | can makgital of my own. My
husband doesn’t want me to work but he can’t step Inwant to work hard and
create a better life for me and my children. I'nvexy ambitious woman.” She
continued, “I bought the furniture myself, my hustiadidn’t put one penny. I
bought it from some money | saved from the healuiance subsides | receive
for my disabled daughter.”

Um Zoher commented, “My husband told me once, wd@oman works,
earns money and provides for the house, she wilbine strong and arrogant,
look high at herself and challenge her husbandlls Wwised to be a teacher and he
didn't like it. He was responsible for the hous@enxses, he was the leader. So,
when she is talking right now (pointing at Um lbrahyou can see that she has a
strong personality.” Um Ibrahim replied to Um Zolplaining why she uses all
of these different money saving and income gemegadtctics, “I can’t depend on
my husband, he doesn’t know how to manage the mbeeaarns, he wastes it on
unnecessary things. So | have to take the leadremage the household income,
otherwise, we won’'t have one penny in our pockets.”

These women are being engaged in waged labor whaghgoing out to the
public sphere participating in the local marketogrproducing from within their
private spheres. What urges these women to do gheissconomic need to
enhance their living spaces and create better ttondifor their children.

Even when women are not engaged in waged laboy,fée responsible to

save money and enhance their household conditissa’ doesn’t work but she
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was able to save some money to repair her housegxglained, “we didn’t have
much money, this small apartment took us threesywacomplete it, we couldn’t
afford building it once at a time. | collected mgrfeom my husband’s salary and
the monetary gifts | received from family membeusing holidays, also my sister
living in USA sent me some money and my mother supgp me financially
every once in a while, until I built this house he&sadded, “When the ceiling fell
down, | sold my golden jewelry to fix it.”

The tactics women use are very much determinedhdiy life cycle and the
kind of circumstances they undergo. Before her andbdied, Um Zoher has
nothing to do with the financial issues in the hguser husband used to provide
for the house, she illustrated “my husband usedatitay everything for the house,
even my clothes he used to buy it for me. Aftedtsal, | faced a financial crisis; |
couldn’t pay the house rental. After that inciddrgfarted to wisely manage the
money, putting strategies on when and how to sgend

All these forms of survival and resistance tacticg varies between finding
a refuge, arranging the household, and generatcame and saving money don’t
insinuate a total deflection or escape from theigigmary control of the Israeli
colonial power but is more like an attempt to rew@priate the system, the
constraining order to their own ends without tgtddaving it. According to De
Certeau (1984) defiance must not be excessivetase ttactical practices are the
art of being in between by creating a space for‘dieer’ or the ‘weak’ from

within the structural power.
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Um Adam’s stories can be an example on how Jesosa women and
families find ways to use and appropriate the caidhg order, manipulate
events, seize opportunities and “continually twrtheir own end forces alien to
them” (De Certeau, 1984). Um Adam narrated her ewperience with family
disputes over house ownership and the action shettoprovide her family with
adequate household space, she said, “After myrfaiig my uncle passed away,
my cousin wanted to take over this house, | wenthto Ministry of Waqgf and
Religious Affairs, they closed the house and tdukkeys until we solve the issue
internally. Every day and night my cousin guardeel house to make sure | don’t
enter it. One night it was snowing and everybodyewsleeping, | took my
children and entered the house from the window,wadrought two mattresses
and a heater and slept in the house. Next day msgircdound us in the house and
he hit my child, | went to the police and on my v&mymneone throw a stone at my
head, | took advantage of this assault and wefite@ complaint and when the
police saw the blood on my shirt, they capturedamysin and wanted to put him
in jail, | told them that it would be shameful fmprison my own cousin but what
I want him to do is to pledge that he would nevesaallt us as long as we are
living in this house, which is mine and he has mmership rights in it. This is
how | was able to secure a house for me, my childrel my grandchildren.”

Um Adam decided to cooperate with the oppressear,ishaeli police, to
actually find a space for herself and her familyariyl other stories told by the
interviewed women about how their neighbors infalmke Israeli authorities

about their unauthorized construction as a wayrtiept their own space and
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place also indicate how these families operatingmfrwithin the colonial
constraining structure to create their survival arstence conditions. Therefore,
the strength women emphasized on when proudly owng all the creative
tactics they use in everyday life doesn'’t reallyeexl to break or destabilize the

political power of the colonial structure in Jeresa

7. Support Networks

This section underlines the kind of formal or/anfbrmal support networks
available for Jerusalemite women and their familiesmes of housing hardships.
These networks include relatives, neighbors, gowemntal institutions, civil

society and international organizations.

- Friend and Relatives

Some women concentrated on the value of moral stgpanted by their
children. Seeing their children well mannered, wetlucated, strong and
successful in their lives keep these women goirgpitke the depressing housing
conditions.

Siham indicated, “All feelings of fatigue and degsion are washed away
when | receive my children’s school certificatesd asee their high academic
achievement with their names on honor studentllslways tell my children that
their education is their weapon, it is the onlynththat can make them strong and
independent.” Um Hasan said, “My daughter is at fiysar student at the

university, | hope she will find a job after comihgy her education. My daughter
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is very kind and caring, I’'m sure she will suppoe when she starts working and
earning money.” In addition Manal mentioned, “Seeimy children well-
mannered in how they respect their grandmothertsaamd cousins and how they
behave well with the neighbors and their friendgpp®rts me morally and
motivates me to survive and resist life harshness.”

Other women said that they depend heavily on timesbands who stand by
their sides and are the ones supporting them myoerald financially in this
lifetime journey. Moreover, they find it difficulto ask for financial help from
their daughters and sons even if their husbandsleagl and they don’t have
sufficient financial resources.

Um Zoher Indicated, “I don’t ask my son to bring mnything even a bread
loaf, 1 depend on the national insurance subsiiggy the renting and other life
expenses.” Likewise, Um Othman said, “I don't likeask my children to buy me
anything. In this difficult living situation, my ddren can barely support
themselves and their kids. | ask my husband togbmie whatever | need.” Um
Saleh also said, “I love my children and they arelko me but | can’t rely on
them, | only turn to my husband if | need anythihg, is my life.” Sana’ also
mentioned, “I don’t want my children to help mel Bwant from them is to
dependent and support themselves and this way Il beil very grateful and
comfortable.”

During the interview, Um Hasan received a text rageson her mobile
from her daughter, she read the message out Iddaly God grant you serenity

and happiness, give you his mercy and grace, Ifytiir desires and dreams, and
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may heaven be the eternal place where you rest.Hdsan said with tears in her
eyes, “Can you see, here comes the support. Wiegiske&e going is to see the
appreciation from my children and husband.” shespduand after few minutes
she continued, “I can complain about the small bpuke deprived life and

limited recourses, escape this harsh reality arahddn my husband and kids,
however, | decided to be satisfied with everythirftave, cope with the current
situation and embrace my family and try to creabeter future for them.”

Sana’ received support from her brothers when coctstg her house, she
said, “my brothers helped me a lot in finishing fguse construction. They
collaborated in the installation and maintenance tfe electrical system, in
bringing and carrying the blocks of brick and otbenstruction equipment, and in
tiling the house’s floor and painting the wallsstlll owe them money for the
construction material they bought.”

Most of the interviewees seek support from thewsel friends. These
friends can be selected from different social geolike relatives, neighbors, and
acquaintances. These carefully selected friendautate a solid support network
for the interviewed women in times of hardshipetutewees explained how they
prefer and feel more comfortable to disclose tpéiate issues only to their best
friends. Um Zoher explained, “When | feel depresbggd see my friends, they
ease my difficult and lonely days. Unlike relatitbe friends you select to be
around them and accompany them don’t blame youhebotou, or talk behind
your back. | can share with them any story, ideéeeling without worrying that

they would blabber about my personal issue.”
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On a similar account, Nadia said, “My parents aifdings live in Jordan
and | don't feel comfortable sharing my thoughtd aoncerns with my husband’s
family, so I turn to my friends whenever | needetxpress myself. | never open
my heart to relatives because they don'’t like ®ree happy, even on Facebook, |
don’t have my relatives on the friends list.”

Siham also stressed on the valuable support sleévescfrom her friends,
“When | feel very sad | visit two best friends whee next to my door. This
friendship helps me overcome the feelings of lovess and alienation from the
community. When my sister passed away, | had toglmrdan to her funeral and
| didn’t have money, | borrowed money from my frderSometimes | don’t have
bread to make a sandwich for my kids to take whint to school, so | ask my
friend to give me a loaf of bread. My best frieradse like my sister, | count on
them big time.”

Um Hasan also indicated that her friends providewiéh moral support,
“My family lives in Nablus and with all the checkipts, it is difficult for me to
visit them many times. As for my husband’s familyey are all busy with their
life and career; | barely see them in occasionsalM¢bmpensate me from this is
having two best friends living next to me here hie ©Old City; they are like my
soul mates. | tell them everything; whenever I'ngan | call them, they let me
speak out myself, | shout, I cry, they hear me feadl with me. They make me

feel better.”
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All these several forms of moral support from rigked and friends create a
collaborative and sympathetic atmosphere enablioghen to proceed in their

daily life, face the challenges they go throughd anhance their life conditions.

- Governmental and Non Governmental Bodies

Most of the interviewees shared similar dissatigbacfrom the lack of
support from the Palestinian Authorities. Um Hasaid, “My sister’s house was
demolished by the Israelis and no one helped lben ffhe Palestinian authorities.
They came took photos of the house and promisedlpand they never did, they
even gave her a wrong phone number, so that sh&ddwad be able to reach
them. The Palestinian Authorities are thieves, thaye funding coming from
different Arab and foreign countries but we seehmgf from this funding, not
even one penny.”

Sana’ expressed her point of view in that spegcifitter by narrating the
following story, “One day someone called Rafi cafr@m the Israeli National
Insurance Institute to examine my house, he asked hsupport the Palestinian
or the Israeli government, | told him that we aseight between the two fires of
both governments and | personally don’t support @nypem because they didn’t
give me and my family any kind of assistance in aing our housing
conditions.”

On the other hand, the interviewees emphasized lwn role of
nongovernmental organizations and community cerntedeveloping the quality

of their life by enhancing and expanding their Bfgaces both on the physical and
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the mental level. The physical level includes thpport these institutions provide
for Jerusalemite families to renovate and reconsfiar their houses. The mental
level includes the recreation trips, training cestsand other networking activities
provided for these women and their children to exiteir living spaces beyond
the material frontier of their inadequate houses@ldd living conditions.

Two nongovernmental organizations mentioned repbateby the
interviewees are The Jerusalem Society for WeHakDevelopment and The
Welfare Association, both of which have revitaliaatprograms implemented in
the OId City of Jerusalem helping families living poor housing conditions to
renovate and restore their residential units. Sjh&fanal, Um Othman and
Fatima benefited from these nongovernmental Palasti organizations in
rehabilitating their houses and neighborhoods. &hesmen also indicated that
they applied for construction assistance and waitedty years for their turn to
come to benefit from these organizations in repgitheir houses. Siham said, “I
waited 10 years suffering from constructional detation and the lack of
infrastructure until The Jerusalem Society for \@edfand Development accepted
our application for house restoration.” Some wortika Sana’ are still waiting
for their own opportunity in repairing their hous&ana’ said, “we don’t know
when God’s mercy will rest on us, we applied fomyparganizations, no one has
replied to us yet. We heard about funding comimmgnfrQatar to Jerusalem, we
hope we will get the chance to benefit from it.”

Moreover, the interviewed women mentioned a numblercommunity

centers, who also support them and their familreglifferent ways, including
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Community Action Center, Palestinian Counselingnt€e Nidal Center, Abna’
Al-Quds Club, African Community Society, Saraya Coumity Center and
Maternity and Childhood Center.

Um lbrahim and Manal benefited from these commuoégters by seeking
opportunities for self employment. Um Ibrahim ikitey a training course on how
to make accessories like necklaces and braceldtaftar completing the courses,
she is thinking to start making and selling somadnaade accessories. Manal
took project management course and after complekiagiraining sessions, she
took a loan and started her own embroidery busiaesisthen opened her own
clothing store.

Om Othman and her family can’t use their houseafoy kind of occasion
due to the limited space, she said, “whenever wee hen occasion like an
engagement, we turn to Abna’ Al-Quds Club and U dvailable space they
have to carry these events. Even when | invitetivels and friends for Iftar
banquet during Ramadan, | do it the club’s venueabse there is no enough
space in my house.”

In simple wording, Nadia explained the impact & #ctivities organized by
such community centers on herself, “Sometimes ] tifgel very pressured and
depressed without being able to talk about it axuress my feelings. | liberate
myself from such feelings by participating in thags, trips, gatherings, or any
kind of event organized by local community centdilsese activities help me in
creating strong network with other Jerusalemite worand to escape the harsh

reality that keeps strangling us.”
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Um Hassan talked about her engagement with comgnaeitters and the
impact of these centers on her personality, knogdednd skills, “I took many
courses on how to deal with my teenage childremagea and absorb my anger,
and stay relaxed and control my nerves. Beforentaitiese courses, | used to be
very sensitive; | cried whenever someone talkedme and criticized me,
however, now I'm stronger and more confident aboyself. My friends noticed
this change in my personality; they told me theetame a different person. I'm
currently thinking to take English language coursemprove my language and
learn more terminologies and have better Englishvesation skills and 1 will
become more capable to help my children in thegli&h school assignments.”

Siham also described the various services she nabtfiom nearby
community center, “the community center provides with legal assistance in
applying for the Jerusalem ID card. There is lawatehe center who is giving me
consultation on how to gather the required documémtprove my residency in
the OIld City. Moreover, | participate in all theffdrent educational courses and
awareness lectures implemented by the center andfibea lot from these
opportunities. | also volunteer in the center bii@eing many training sessions
on arts and handcrafts for other women and childdow I'm taking Hebrew
language course, which will help me communicaté hie Israeli officials when
applying for residency permits and approve my preseén the city.”

Some women mentioned that they took many educdtiand training
courses on different topics but they want to knoowho practice what they

learned in income generating activities. Um Hassagerly said, “After 10 years
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of being engaged in community centers and partiicigan different courses, it is
now the time for me to use the knowledge | haveroductive, income generating
activities.”

Women are highly involved in different communitynters and grassroots
organizations. These organizations should worlomrdination with each other to
maximize the benefits and ensure sustainability.isltimportant for these
organizations to focus on providing these womerhwitowledge and tools on
how to start their own income generating projeéiso to concentrate on how
women can use technology to maximize their prodadtiom within their private
sphere; technology can be an affordable and atdesgehicle to go beyond
limited space and the physical siege. Men shouldethgaged and given the
opportunity to participate in such programs becabsg also need refuge from
such highly frustrating living conditions and mdo®ls to enhance the quality of
their lives.

It is true that families’ engagement in different®-development programs
would eventually improve their psychological stdtewever, it is crucial to have
specialized psychological consultation programs sexices to these families,
especially those who suffer from housing challengesl familial physical
compression since tension and mental deterioratiecome intense in such
circumstances.

These centers should have research units and predgracause they have
credible access to the local community and valuadftgmation about their daily

lives and ordeals. Their direct interaction withudalemite families and specially
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women would help them to aggregate updated repodsstudies about the effect
of spatial policies and colonial militarism on womge personal and familial lives
and wellbeing. And to further examine the connecti®tween spatial politics,
family dynamics and domestic violence in specifddso to document success
stories about the role of women during politicalrast and their innovative
survival and resistance methods.

Finally, this section explains how women’s activegagement in different
community centers, trainings and capacity buildipgpgrams in Jerusalem
changed them a lot; they are now strong, capahtipendent women, who can
accommodate themselves and families with the hirsig circumstances, and
can find solutions and alternative to enhance theality of life and resist the

Israeli colonial policies.

8. The OId City of Jerusalem in the Eyes of Its Residd#s

The interviewees talked about the reality of thiees behind the frontiers
of their houses in the Old City of Jerusalem and kite city is positioned in their
perception with all the symbolic meanings and roegheriences it carries. The
interviewees also discussed their vision towardbaeoing their life spaces

highlighting their fears and hopes for a securedréufor their children.

Jerusalem Between Symbols and Reality
Beyond the symbolic meanings of Jerusalem and 1deQ@y in specific,

each interviewee has different view about theirnsmtion to the city based upon
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the meanings they give to their experience withgirtunique living settings and
conditions. The ideologies, life memories and edayypractices associated with
the city evoked specific images and words to threids.

Some women focused on the meanings of belongingeaisience in the
city. Fatima said, “People in the Old City are greed by the Israeli policies. The
Antiquities Authorities come every night and do maecret excavations in our
neighborhood. The Jews are targeting this areatlaey have strategies to take
over more and more houses and neighborhoods, éhemnany Palestinians who
sold their houses and regretted it. In spite offalIsraeli displacement measures,
| would never leave my house, | was born here, higen were born here, and
my grandchildren will be born here. | love Jerusaléhe smell of its soil and
fresh air. We have no other place to go.”

Um Adam has been living in the Old City for 66 y&ahe said, “I belong
here in the OId City, | spent my childhood and tegn life here, | got married,
gave birth, and worked here. Everyone in the cipws and respects me; the
black, the white, the children and the elderly. Thid City is our past, present,
and future.”

Moreover, some women wouldn't leave the Old Citgre¥f offered a better
house elsewhere because the Old City is closeedAlAgsa mosque, medical
care centers, the market, the community centeln®ade and other facilities. Sana’
said, “Here we have access to everything. If | waribuy anything, the grocery,
the butchery, the bakery, everything is close by.féel bored or stressed out |

can go to the mosque or go for a walk. Also my laasls and sons’ work is here
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in the city. We can’t even afford renting a housdsame the city and pay for
transportation and cross checkpoints.”

Um Hasan'’s connection to the city and the meanshgsgave reflecting on
her experience has drastically changed over tinme.Hasan was able to see the
value of her small house only when she felt itasg to be taken away from her.
She said, “You never know the value of what youehanmtil you lose it. At the
beginning | was disgusted from the city and theseowand didn’'t want to stay
there; | hated it. Only when | felt the true dangétosing this house, | started to
look at the house as a refuge for me and my faamnly as a heaven on earth; |
started to love it with all its drawbacks. ”

Other women don’t consider their connection to ¢itg as a very strong
one. For instance, Um Zoher expressed her anger liey residency in Jerusalem
explaining that the bad housing conditions in Jaare was the reason behind her
husband’s sickness and death. As for Um Ibrahina,regretted the fact that she
invested in repairing her house in the Old Citye Shid, “I wish | bought a piece
of land or a house outside the city as to haveduoilfitrol over its ownership and
secure a better future for me and my family.”

Siham believes that here life experience in theisita terrible one, she said,
“It is a filthy city with its neighborhoods, peoplelrug addicts, settlers and
soldiers. | don't like the Old City and | don’t ee living in it at all, it is not safe
here. The life style, the house, the neighborshingtis beautiful or good here.

Despite this entire horrible situation, people eyey for living in the OIld City
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near the mosque, let them come take my house aedgg theirs, and then they
will only understand our awful reality.

Other women prefer to live somewhere else wherg tan raise their
children in a safer environment. Rania said, “Ybink it is a holy city but the
reality is different. The boys of the Old City amepolite, drug addicts, they keep
swearing, | hear the bad words they say and Mesl embarrassed. And at night,
you see every one of them smoking cigarettes atdingptheir mobiles taking
with their girlfriends.” Mirvat commented on Rarsavords, “The teacher called
me the other day telling me that my child said d Wward at school, | was shocked
because we don't use this kind of language in thesé. I'm sure he heard it from
the boy in the neighborhood, it is a contaminatedrenment!”

Nadia can’t see anything beautiful in living in tdd City of Jerusalem;
she can only see the constant surveillance andfardace of the Israeli
government and the neighbors to her everyday 8fee said, “If | have a better
alternative, | will immediately leave the city.” Uidasan interrupted Nadia by
citing the following Hadeeth, "There will always laegroup from my Ummah
triumphant upon the truth, victorious over theiegmes, there will be no harm
from those who oppose them and they will not bentear until the order of Allah
comes and they will be like that (triumphant). Theayd, "O RasulAllah, where
are they? He said, "In Baytul-Maqdis and the prsirof Baytul-Magdis.”" Um
Hasan looked at Nadia and continued, “What do yaatwnore than this? This is
God’s promise to Jerusalemites, he chose us tetnesthis land, we should be

patient and we should tolerate this hardship.”
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The religious connection to the city was mentiomegeatedly by some
women. Um Saleh said, “Jerusalem is a sacred foitycenturies it has been the
center for the three religions, Islam, Christianapd Judaism. We are privileged
to live here. When | go to the mosque | feel thenfmst and tranquility. This city
makes us feel closer to God by our prayers ancesndevotion to worship our
lord.” On a similar account, Um Othman said, “Wisampensates me from life
upheavals and fatigue is reading Quran and prad-lkgsa Mosque. Jerusalem
used to sooth the prophets’ soul, therefore, it agfinitely sooth us too.”

Most of the interviewed women have mixed feelingwdrds her reality of
life; this can be clearly illustrated by Um Hasasfgeech. She said, “no one can
know the reality of housing in the OId City unlgbgy actually live in it. Even
people living in nearby Jerusalem suburbs don’tvkmoir suffering; they might
be disgusted from our houses, their entrance ang kiaircase because our
houses are not well structured like theirs. Oulitsehere is very sensitive, we
lack the privacy because our houses are small lsé to each other and people
here like to interfere in each other’'s personaless Despite the harsh living
conditions, | love Jerusalem! Jerusalem is wherénome, husband, children, and
my friends exist. It is Al-Agsa Mosque, wheneveyd to the roof and see The
Dome of The Rock, | feel amazed as if it is thetfiime | see it. This house
means a lot to me with the humidity, lack of veattdn, mold growth on the
walls, and rubbish gathered on the roof. Evenafiaws don’t come to pray every

Friday near the house, | feel that there is somgthmissing. | got used to all of
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this and all of these feelings are mixed togetmel e@reating a unique experience

of living in the OId City.”

- Fears and Future Prospects

The interviewees demonstrated fears that are limkddhousing hardships.
These fears included domestic violence, economidsh@, and lack of stability
and security. They also talked about their hopemfove their living conditions
by bringing up an educated and aware generation.

Some women called for attention to specific conse¢hat emerge from the
challenges in providing adequate housing spacettatdconstantly occupy their
thoughts, including violence and physical and mlertaalth. Um Ibrahim
explained her concerns about the violence thatchddren are experiencing,
“whenever my children go outside to play, their ©iog harass them, spit on them,
spill water or juice from their house’s windows. e€Thther day they hit my son
with a belt.” She added, “The lack of space insidd outside the house leads to
an increased tension in the house, my kids kedqtirfigg with each other because
they are all pressured in this small space. Yeaterdy son hit his sister's eye
with a spoon, and now her eye is swollen.”

Um Hassan similarly noted, “My son is an angry bdoy keeps shouting and
fighting his sisters and sometimes he can be viaed hit them. If he brings his
friends to the house, he doesn’'t want his sistdedawe the room or even talk or

breathe, and this is not possible in such a snmalisé. This stresses me out;
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sometimes | try to keep them away from each othevbid quarrels and tension
in the house.”

Fatima lit a cigarette and narrated quietly, “Mytaxsband wanted to leave
this house and move to Jordan, he hated the Oidadil used to make many
problems whenever he paid for rent and used td figih my parents and siblings
who were living next to us. | refused and | toldhhthat I'm not ready to abandon
my life and my family here, he shouted, beat me, lawat my children. Once he
took us to Ber Al-Sabe’' (a city inside the Greenelliand locked us in a house
there, we stayed 7 months there, and then eschpedhildren used to see how
he continuously assaulted and humiliated me. My éas suffered from
physiological disorders due to these domestic probl He used to be very
violent and to hit his sisters, he went twice te tiospital after a severe break
down and mental disorders. So | took him to a @tyist and now he is on
medication, he is becoming better and less angiyaggressive.”

Manal said without giving much explanation, “My dgater is the only
young female in the family between 10 young matesuding her brothers and
cousins, who all live in the same building. | woayot about her.” Maybe Reema
can better explain what Manal was trying to sayerRe& with her eyes wide open
said, “Do you think we are not afraid of incestiwihe limited bed space in our
homes and under such deprived living settings aokl of privacy? Of course we
are, that's why we try to figure out some sleepaingangements that don’t place

females and males in the same bed as to avoid stsis. There are many
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undisclosed cases of incest in our community amgbleeare afraid to expose such
taboos.”

The economic challenge was also part of these wodasly concerns.
Manal mentioned, “Sometimes | regret giving biwh7tchildren, with the limited
household space and economic hardship one sonnendamighter is enough.”

Sana’ anxiously explained the economic distresg éx@erience, “We have
2200 Shekels to pay for the Arnona, property taxd 400 Shekels for the water
bill, 700 Shekels for the electricity, 80 Shekets the telephone bill, and 400
Shekels for the television tax. My husband’s salamgnly 500 Jordanian Dinars; |
don’t know how we are going to pay for all of this.

Um Hasan narrated, “The other day my son askedonhbely him a pair of
shoes like the one his classmate has, | told ha ltitan’t afford buying these
shoes for 200 Shekels and we can hardly make eedswith his father’'s salary.
Our kids place a huge burden on us, a burden wi tdarate. The housing
challenges, the settlers, the Israeli governmedtthe high cost of living, we just
can’t endure all of that.”

Reema demonstrated the reason behind and the caitebthis economic
hardship, “Jerusalemites can'’t easily work for Jepescially if they have any kind
of political activism, and they can’t work for Aralbecause there are no suitable
and well paid jobs. Nobody wants us, neither theegt@mian authority nor the
Israeli government. We are suffering from loss déntity. We keep worrying
about how we are going to live and survive. We lasgy thinking about small

things like if a guest visits us what we are goiagerve this guest, most of the
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time we have nothing to serve and no money to lwayn e bottle of juice. This
economic hardship impacts young men who are ungragl@and inactive, they
have nothing to do in their life, and they sleepthe daylight and wake up at
night, it is not surprising that these youth twrdtugs and marijuana.”

The issue of securing a stable housing took a gkeatof the interviewees’
attention. Nadia illustrated her thoughts aboutitgua secured housing, “I will
only feel safe if we keep this house, my childreh get married and find a house
outside the Old City to rent it but | want to siaymy house, to be the queen of
my house, | don’'t want to suffer when | get oldjdn’t want to live with my
children and be a burden on their shoulders. | wanhave my independent
private space.”

Reema exemplified her hopes for an independentehcdlismade some
embroidery work like a large embroidered picturetlod Palestinian wedding,
pillows, tissue box covers and trays. | put alltws stuff on the cupboard and
covered them with a blanket. One day | will have omyn house and decorate it
with these handmade embroideries.”

Um Hasan talked about her plans to secure her yafiin thinking to go
and look for a piece of land because here theretvbenenough space for my
children in the future. We should plan for the fetespecially with the limited
resources and the lack of stability and tranquihtpur life and because when you
are in need, no one will help you or provide shédilbe you.”

Abo Othman thinks that the only way towards bditéng circumstances is

through liberation and building a sovereign state, said, “The housing
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challenges and corrupted living environment arecallsed by the occupation. If
you face any problem you can’t go to the Israeliggoto solve your issues
because in our culture this is called betrayal, deample, you can't bring the
Israeli police to your neighbor if they assault yand breach your rights. This by
itself creates many conflicts and disorders in ttmmmunity. Ending the

occupation and having a Palestinian state goverdémngsalem is the solution for
our misery.”

Most of the interviewed women believe that a prospe future is possible
only by providing good education for their childrératima hoped, “I focus on my
children’s education, maybe one day, they will warkd help me find a better
housing.” Siham mentioned, “Sometimes while wastilrg dishes, | go through
my children’s homework.” Rania stressed, “Educatisnthe only valuable
investment in this country.” Manal said, “I broudgti educational encyclopedias
for my children to read and use for their schodigtements and researches.”
Manal continued, “One time my son asked me why h'dallow him to
participate in any demonstration, | told him that fights the occupation by his
education and not the stone. The stone can’t stafidnt of the Israelis’ weapons
but education can. What scares Israel is to hayenaration of well educated and
mature Palestinian youth.”

Most of the interviewees also agreed that provididgcation for females in
specific is necessary to secure a better future. $ddah said, “Many suitors come
for my daughter but | refuse, | want her to get ha&chelor's degree and then she

will decide when to get married and choose herngartl didn't receive any
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educational opportunity that's why | had a hard mgkends meet. Education is
the only thing that can grant my daughter indepeodeand strength.”

Om Othman similarly indicated, “In our family wedased on providing
females with higher education. The man can worktlang a bus driver, a
mechanic and any kind of vocational work but a woroan't do that because the
society will criticize her and won't leave her aorEducation is a protection to
females’ future, in these hard living conditions men need to depend on
themselves because sometimes neither their husbandstheir brothers and

fathers will be able to support them.

9. Jerusalemite Women’s Performance
- Roles, Responsibilities, and Wllbeing

The harsh housing conditions urged these womee trdative in creating a
space for themselves and their families, a spacrevthey can find a sense of
privacy, tranquility, peace and stability. Thesenvem find different tactics to
create such space; these tactics are very muchedhayp the socio-economic
fabrics of their community, starting from their hegr family, to the extended
family, to the neighborhood, and the society ashalex These women are very
clever in how they use every single inch of the deowo serve the various
functions of the family, how they arrange the fture and the storage, and how
they keep rearranging the limited available spacemeet the different needs that
evolve through time. Most of these women have haffills in bargaining,

negotiation, planning, organizing, management, aadflict resolution. These
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women acknowledge that they have a leading andafuedtal role in the family
and their families are aware of that and percdieetomen’s role to be a valuable
one.

Um Ibrahim said, “I take my disabled daughter to tnheatment sessions, |
look after my sick mother in law and take her fchak doctors’ appointments and
checkups, and | do the cooking, cleaning and tugorAll of these duties put me
under huge pressure but | can do it and | will kgeimg and improve my life.”

Manal illustrated, “I don’t have one specific rolan the mother, father,
nurse, social worker, and teacher I'm responsibleeverything here. It is not
easy to be a multitask woman but | feel very strdngan do it and | learn from
my mistakes and keep improving myself. My familyrqgeves my role to be a
very controlling one; they don’t usually understahdt the discipline | place at
home is for their interest and common good andaraduppressing them.”

The skills these women have enabled most of thematoage the household
income that comes from their own work, the husbsinsilary, and/or the
insurance subsidies. They said that they perfdeibw where and how to spend
the money, how to prioritize the spending, and hownake some savings better
than their husbands who waste their money and caatage the household
income wisely. Therefore, these women have acaes$mancial resources and
when they spend money, they are less likely to ¢peon themselves and their
welfare. The main spending priorities are the hbakkfines and taxes, electricity
and water bills, and children’s expenses includiogd, cloths, and education.

The household income can barely cover all of theegeenses but if they have



119

some saved money, they would rather spend it tthBxhouse, bring furniture, or
to entertain their kids than spend it on themselvebn Ibrahim proudly said,

“Behind every great man a, there is a great wonMen can’'t manage the
household income; they waste money on trivial thingnade my husband, this
family and | built this house out of my efforts aimtkelligence.”

Women also focused on their role to engage thesbads in the private
sphere. Manal said, “The father role should bergsgen raising the children and
knowing what happens in the house. That is whygage my husband with the
household issues and inform him about every spedtail.” Um Adam
commented on Manal's words, “If the husband staytside the house at his
workplace for a long time and comes back at nigidawing nothing about the
household issues and disagreements between farsitybers, the wife will feel
really pressured and alone in this.”

In addition, women feel responsible to protect rthehildren, create
harmony and collaboration between them and secwgeod life for them. Om
Othman explained, “I feel depressed when | see Imigren unhappy; | will give
them my two eyes to make them feel better. I'm oesfble on every member in
the family, they can’t survive without me, | sholaetn what to do and give them
guidance in their lives. Also, it is the role oétmother to maintain strong ties and
bonding between family members, solve any kind ishgreement that occurs,
and urge them to empathetic with each others.”

Women fear from future conflict on house ownersiig possible struggle

over living space between their family members 'shathy they attempt to
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establish a peaceful cooperative environment betwlear siblings and to satisfy
their needs equally. Women understand that as lism@gpression over
Jerusalemites families escalates, family conflextagates, and therefore, family
solidarity with each other in the face of incregsisraeli oppression would be
difficult to achieve. Accordingly, women perceiveat their role is to strengthen
the familial bonding against the Israeli stratelggttis working to destabilize the
Palestinian families in Jerusalem.

The notion of household bargaining rejects valukeabsolute cooperation
and altruism between family members and assumésdbaeration is a voluntary
choice that occurs when it results in favorablecomtes and gains for the
individual (Sen, 1990). The interviewed women raadi that this bargaining
process exists intensively between members of aueled extended family over
house ownership and access to living space. UmrHdsmonstrated, “with all
these housing challenges, the limited number okéswand the growing number
of the population many conflicts occur, family mesnd would seek to achieve
ones needs and self interests even if it will hatmers. It is a survival of the
fittest.”

Furthermore, these women don’t only think in thegent time, they also
think about the future of their family, if for exae her sons are getting married,
where they are going to settle and if they can fada of the family house or they
have to move and find a house elsewhere. So, wtheomes to housing, they

think for today and tomorrow to insure the futufeheeir family.
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Additionally, women perceive their family’s welfate be their number one
priority in life. Um Hasan clarified, “I put my cliren and husband first, and |
deprive myself to provide them with everything thesed. If | want to pamper
myself, which rarely happens, | would bring flowdssly new clothing, or go to a
cafe with my friends but | try to avoid such stupidoecause | prefer to spend
money on the children, the house or pay the billshave some money saved, |
take my children to Ramallah and buy them shawaamalwiches and a bottle of

coke.”

- Between Victimization and Agency

The interviewed women are aware that the checkpaitdng with the
separation and annexation wall forced many famitesnove to live in East
Jerusalem within the municipality’'s borders whicksulted in overcrowded
housing and intensified family conflict. Also, theye well informed about the
legal issues related to the household as a fixget @aaking into account that most
of their houses are family houses, where more i@ nuclear family lives
together. In addition, they know exactly the tydeownership, the rights and
responsibilities, what is permitted and what is, fiot both their family and other
members of the extended family. Also, they aretdterany circumstances that
might risk their presence in the household.

These women acknowledge their oppression by tlaeliscolonial housing
policies in specific, and their suffering from thehattered socio-economic

situation in general, however, they believe thaythre not just passive recipients



122

to what's happening around them; they are strongr&@nd influential women in
their environment.

Um Hasan’s words reveal how women can be simuliagigovictims and
agents in their living context. She illustratedorfsetimes | feel powerful, and
other times | feel fragile, neglected and uselédisen | saw my son beaten by the
Israeli soldiers, | felt very weak because | cotlgmwotect him and | blamed
myself that | couldn’t save him. | keep convincimgself that | tried my best and
there is nothing else | could have done, it wasobumy control. | know that I'm a
very tough woman and | give my children and husbéuedstrength and energy.
You can't believe what | can do! | take care of glglerly sick neighbor, | serve
my mother in law, and | look after my kids and harsth. No other woman can do
half the things | do. My husband told me yesterdamg, are nothing without you.’
To see that my family is acknowledging and apptewavhat | do for them gives
me confidence and determination.”

These women deploy diverse tactics to manipulate atapt their hostile
reality and life spaces that are regulated, rdstticand under constant
surveillance. Their endurance is not a passiveatiogr, these women attempt to
take advantage of any opportunity and turn it ®rtbwn ends. Moreover, they
make use of kin, friends, community and any otheilable support networks to
build, reshape and improve their living context aiwikellings to preserve their
family’s independence and privacy. They attributeirt ability to defeat adverse
situations and improve their living environment tbeverness, experience,

wisdom, strong personality, awareness, and agénwir everyday practices and
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mobility create the dynamism of the formation okagy and the transformation
of reality.

Siham’s story can be a great example to how womentify themselves as
agents opposing different forms of oppression awiugion. This agency is not a
static formation; it develops over time and lifeperences. She said, “I studied
finance and banking in a university in Jordan, Irkeal there at The Housing
Bank for Trade and Finance. Then | got marriecqoktmany financial auditing
courses to refresh my knowledge and find a job roythusband refused and
didn’t want me to work as an employee. So, | datiiehave my own business, |
opened a big tailor shop in my house’s basemdradimore than 150 employee |
used to make embroidery work and export it to meoyntries, | was running a
thriving business, | bought a piece of land frora thoney | made. | was living
like a queen, | had my own car, and | enjoyed foeedAfter some years; | asked
for divorce because my husband was sterile. | chare to Palestine and got
married, my life was turned upside down. | sawféetknt reality; a hostile one,
no appropriate housing, no family, no friends, mod) husband... Sometimes |
don'’t find a loaf of bread to make a sandwich for children. My husband leaves
us for months, without calling or checking on ust.l sk him for 20 Shekels to
make food for the kids, he starts shouting and emgaNow | never humiliate
myself and ask him for money, | make money myselfasked him for divorce
but he refused... This winter, | asked him to buyagama for my son, not from
his money but from their own insurance subsidieg, He never did. | opened a

bank account and went to the National Insurancetuits to have the children’s
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insurance subsidies transferred to my personal laackunt but it didn’t work
because | don’t have a Jerusalem ID card... | apptiqehy the Arnona, property
tax, under my name to have an official documentipigp my existence in the
city... My husband doesn’t want to acknowledge myspree in front of the
Israeli authorities because it is illegal to haveeaond wife... after | applied, the
Israeli officials came and examined the houseld toem that | have been living
in this house for 10 years with my children. | tol¢ husband not to lie and not to
deny my presence because they will eventually knolwused to be stupid and
weak and to listen to my husband’s orders and amnesverything he said but not
anymore, | learned how to be strong, how to saym® disagree and do what |
think appropriate. | teach my children to be strang claim their rights just like
their mother. The living circumstances don’t break down; it only makes me
more courageous and powerful. What doesn’t kill engdxu stronger.”

| decided to conclude with sections from Siham’gattéve because it gives
a comprehensive picture about her unquestional@acygthat evolved with the
drastic change in her lifestyle between her fired aecond marriage. She doesn’t
see herself as a passive individual in such seNsregy circumstances; on the
contrary, she looks high at herself, her abilitg atrength to seize opportunities,
manipulate reality, secure independence, and t@nb&ctive agent in shaping her

own destiny.
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VIIL. Discussion
Militarized Spaces, Militarized Bodies and Lives

Militarization refers to how the militaristic thimky and language is
absorbed through the whole community and saturattedstate institutions and
how it forms a structural violence exercised ovatividuals’ bodies, lives and
welfare (Shalhoub-Kevorkian, 2009). This militaiion is displayed in the racist
colonial spatial policies that serve the Zioniseatbgy and Jewish nationalist
project.

The spatial practice incorporates production apdoguction processes and
ensures continuity and some degree of cohesiorelfie¢, 1991). When these
spatial practices are being restructured and ralent by a colonial power, what
happens to the production and reproduction prosessel social cohesion
becomes a major question.

Domination over land, natural resources and pojulas the motive behind
Israeli spatial policies. The Israeli colonial sphtpolicies have a regulatory
mechanism to manage the entire population of Rai@ss in Jerusalem, their
production and reproduction process and their samhesion. These spatial
policies are deployed to discipline the individudiehaviors, interactions, and
movement. These disciplinary strategies reflect hdicFoucault’'s notion of
biopower, which means the exercised power overbibhey and refers to the
“numerous techniques for achieving the subjugatmiisodies and the control of

populations” (Foucault, 1998).
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Palestinian bodies represent and embody the gadlitmilitarization,
invasion, confinement and insecurity in daily diss®. The spatial housing
policies produce households that lack physical spsafety, privacy, and hygiene.
People dwelling in these houses are vulnerablehtgsipal and psychological
dysfunctions, they live in constant fears arourel ghfety of family members and
fears of losing legal housing and residency stafiseir familial ties and
community networks are also being shaped by thesipaly and spatial
compression.

The Israeli regime of power constitutes Palestmi@entity and psyche by
exploiting their demand for survival. It manipulatieir desire for sustainability,
visibility, and place. It produces and forms a sgbjvulnerable to the
imperialistic domination; “power not only acts onsabject but, in a transitive
sense, enacts the subject into being” (Butler, 1997

The household unit is not separated from the caémhisocial space. The
household space may be isolated from social spadmtiers, walls and private
property signs, yet it still remains fundamentgbgrt of that space (Lefebvre,
1991). The colonial spatial policies are translated the individual's dynamics
and experiences.

The narrations of women around the politics of spaicd place reveal how
the Israeli discriminatory spatial power arrangetaatisrupt Palestinian families’
normal lives. They indicates how their homes dpndvide them with a shelter, it
is rather a battlefield, a violent and unsecurduesp. For instance, women talked

about the sudden raids by settlers or Israeli ogogpforces to Palestinians
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homes searching for wanted individuals or to ensangilies are giving correct
information about their eligibility to social erément and are not making any
constructional improvements to their dwellings. n “the dominated sphere,
constraints and violence are encountered at eweny they are everywhere. As
for power it too is omnipresent. Dominated spaadizes military and political
(strategic) ‘models’ in the field... the operation pdwer practical space is the
bearer of norms and constraints... As a body of caimgs, stipulations and rules
to be followed, social space acquires a normatine aepressive efficacy
(Lefebvre, 1991). Accordingly, in a colonized doatied zone, people’s lives are
being repressed and restricted specially when dtpailption is being monitored
and observed through high-Tec surveillance systémstalled in residents’
neighborhoods and communities. Such surveillancsterys gather day-to-day
information about people’s life practices and wak tool to domesticate the
population. To have knowledge about a certain stibgeto dominate and have
authority over it and to deny the subject’s autop@8aid, 1979).

Some women mentioned how the limited access to emoamt housing
regulated their reproductive plans determining ¢remvand how many children to
have and some women regretted the fact that theg heany children and that
they didn’t take into consideration the limited Behold space before giving birth
to more children. By setting up the conditions aistence, the Israel state
institutions don’t only have a domination force lalso a formative character
upon Jerusalemite residents by maintaining thensudgects in subordination.

“Within the colonial and imperial context this widanging notion of a spatial
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order is important since it includes not only thmatsal divisions at a territorial
level but also those at perceptual and cognitivelle we must be insistently
aware of how space can be made to hide consequinoesis, how relations of
power and discipline are inscribed into the appéyennocent spatiality of social
life” (Mills, 2005). Therefore, the politicized spa doesn't just reflect but also

produces and organizes people’s operations andeeuents.
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IX.  Conclusion

The qualitative data collected in this study exgabe reality of politicized
household space in the context of Occupied Easisdlem. It reflects how the
Israeli colonial hegemony reconstitutes the Palesti household as a security
threat that should be destabilized and dislocated.

“Space is encoded and policed/regulated in differeays for different
groups of women and men” (Mills, 2005). This stutigplays how life spaces in
Occupied Jerusalem are highly organized and cdetrdly the Israeli colonial
policies. It also illustrates how having limitedcass to appropriate housing,
living with restricted freedom of movement, dwefjinn proximity to settlers,
soldiers and surveillance cameras, experiencingtamided violence, can have
serious implications on Jerusalemites physical gsythological wellbeing and
their familial and social bonding.

The study presents rich information that introduties realities of the
interviewed women and their families and offersualerstanding to Palestinian
families’ cooperative conflict dynamics in a highlgilitarized zone. It
demonstrates how Israel’'s demographically drivensimg policies rigorously
impact Jerusalemites’ residency status, depriventiitem living in any sense of
stability and security, force people out of thety,cand jeopardize the continuity
of the Palestinian community in Jerusalem.

Women revealed the effort they put and tactics tnssy/to negotiate, resist,
and subvert the colonizer’s strategies and ordeistend to eliminate their voices

and overlook their agency in the public and privgtleres. It is crucial to stress
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that the interviewed Jerusalem women were neithectively engaged nor
insignificant passive recipients to the Israelint@iques that are exercised over
their households by the colonial state’s institasio They acknowledge the
mechanism of power, how it produces, examines, randitors their everyday
lives and how it is manifested in discriminatoryasal and housing policies in the

Old City of Jerusalem.
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