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THE STARS
by
ELIAS FAIYAD
TRANSLATED INTO ENGLISH
by
AMEEN RIHANI

widl 3 ph gl JeVly  AEGYE TN ) e e T e

P g W P R G| I S O S P e - RS U PR

SRR L= 5

One night, in decpest gloom, I asked the stars,
Wakeful and tremulous in veils of misk: -

Ave you like me ? What is’it then that mars
Your calmness ? Is it a parting or a ftryst ?

Wandering distraught along the Milky Way,
Without a hope, a purpose, or a guide,

Like thirsty doves that hover im dismay

; Around forbidden poels at eventide; -

There is a sorrow in your wistful glance

That sends its arrow through the heart of night,
And in your alabaster orbs, Romance

its tears dissembles in a stream of light,

What are you ? Ancient wounds or mouths of grief
In the infinity of the wunknown ?

VWhat are you ? Do you also find relief

. In Weeping ? Are. you also world-ward blown 7

Po you, too, weep, O stars ¥ — in sooth, alas.

Deep gulfs between us yawn, and in the nude
Infinities of darkness we are bound

To incommauinicable solitude.

The- gulfs of seperation are of old;

Be not deceived that our lights seein so near
Unto each other —; in lonliness we fold

our nights, though boon companions we appear.

Wasted omr light: — In wvain it travels far;
In vain our sighs are mooned, our tears empeagled

In vain .« s ce s v e
I understand, © stars; you are

The spirits of the poets of the world,
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HARVEST OF TIME
by

HAROLD T. PULSIFER

TRANSLATED INTO ARABIC
by
AMEEN RIHANI

Time winnows beauty with a fiery wind.
Driving the dead chaff from the living grain.
Some day there will be golden sheaves to bind;
There will be wonder in the world again.
There will be lonely phrases born to power
There will be words immortal and profound;
Tho no man knows the coming of the hour,
And no man knows the sower or the ground.
It may be even now the ranging earth

Lifting to glory some forgotten land

Feels there deep beauty quickening to birth,
Sprung from the sowing of hidden hand.
Beauty endures tho towering empires die

O speed the blown chaff down the smoking sky!
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