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“NON-ARAB REGIMENTS AND PRIVATE
MILITIAS DURING THE UMAYYAD PERIOD”*

BY

KHALIL ‘ATHAMINA

Birzeit University

FROM the very beginnings of the formation of the Arab-Muslim mil-
itary institution during the reign of ‘Umar I, a number of ideolog-
ical and organizational obstacles were prominent in the development of
the institution. Non-Arab ethnic communities and non-Muslim religious
communities found themselves incapable of coping with the entrance
requirements of this military institution. Even A%ab, members of the
Arab tribes who where both Arabs and Muslims, found that the road
to joining the diwan was closed to them as early as a single decade—
or two at the most—after the formation of this institution.

The growing need to enlist new soldiers in order to materialize the
ambitious expansion plans of the Madina government—and later, of
the Umayyad Dynasty—encountered an obstacle presented by the tribal
organizational structure of the diwan forces, the very same tribal struc-
ture that made the issue of loyalty to one’s ruler the constant dream
and aspiration of the Umayyad rulers.

Civil wars, of which there were three during the reign of this dynasty
(a reign which lasted less than a century) on the one hand, and the
competition for power on the part of rival entities inside and outside
the dynasty on the other hand, brought about a gradual attenuation
of the extent to which the ruler and their rivals depended upon the
diwan forces. Each such entity began to seek ways of gaining military
strength that could be relied upon when the time came. The rebel-
lions which frequently broke out on the part of adventurers yearning

* This article was presented in its original version in the third workshop of Late
Antquity and Early Islam: States, Resources and Armies, held in King’s College London,
29-31 October 1992.
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348 KHALIL ‘ATHAMINA

for the throne as well as on the part of political-religious opposition
groups, reduced considerably the recruitment potential of certain Arab
tribes which had been involved in those rebellions and of certain geo-
graphical regions whose population had shown support for or collab-
orated with one rebel or another.

All of these and other reasons brought about the collapse of the
obstacles which had precluded the induction of the mawali (non-Arab
converts) and dimmis (non-Muslims), paving the way for the mobiliza-
tion of private militias from every possible source. In this paper I shall
attempt to draw a general picture of the formation, specialization, modus
operandi and enlistment methods of these regiments and militias during
the period in question.

I

From the chronological point of view, the Asawira comprise the first
non-Arab group to have joined the Arabs’ fighting force.! Despite the
fact that the Asawira were not the militia of a purely private party,
they can be included, somehow, in the list of private militias, for two
reasons: first, because they were the clients—the allies—of the Tamim
tribe in Basra, and at the same time, because they were subject to the
authority of the local governor, who had been sent on behalf of the
central regime. But the Asawira’s bond to the Tamim tribe was some-
times greater than their bond to the regime itself, and they behaved as a
private militia on behalf of that tribe.? The history of the Asawira teaches
us that they were outstanding horsemen in the Sassanian legions, as
is indicated by their name® The Asawira occupied the highest rank on
the social ladder in the days of the Sassanian Empire, alongside the
nobility of the royal Persian court.* Among all the drinking companions
(nudam@’) of the Sassanian Emperor, the Asawira were responsible for
guarding the curtain which separated the royal throne from those mem-
bers of the nobility who were present at court. This hereditary posi-
tion was reserved solely for the members of this group.®

The first contacts between the Arabs and the Asawira was an ancient
one, going back many years before the invasion of Persian territory

! The Asawira joined in 638/17; see Tab., I, 2563.
2 Tab., II, 465.

3 al-Khawarizmi, 71.

+ al-Tag, 23-4.

5 Ibid., 28.
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NON-ARAB REGIMENTS 349

by the Muslim army. Even before the advent of Islam, select units of
this cavalry used to escort Persian commercial caravans, sent by the
king of Persia to Yemen through the deserts of the Arabian Peninsula.®
The Asawira always served as a task force sent by the Persian king to
aid his allies, the leaders of Arab tribes, in their frequent intra-tribal
struggles.” With the onset of the Arab offensive against the territory of
‘Iraq that had been under Persian control, the occupying armies were
confronted by an Asawira garrison at Baniqya on the shores of the
Euphrates.® Another Asawira unit numbering 500 men was stationed
at the port of Ubulla on the Persian Gulf.? At the battle of al-Qadisiyya
(635/16) which determined the fate of the Sassanian front, an Asawira
unit fought within the Persian army."

For reasons apparently due to past experience, the 4sawira came to
evoke fearsome associations within the Arab memory. When the Arabs
were summoned by ‘Umar I to face the Asawira and the Persian army
on the Persian front, they showed signs of anxiety and fear." Their
easy victories over the Asawira garrisons at Baniqya and Ubulla appar-
ently did not blind them; in the negotiations held by the commander
Abii Miisa al-A§‘ari with Sirawayhi, their representative, the Arabs
accepted all the conditions imposed by the Asawira in exchange for the
latter’s joining the Arab’s war effort.'2

The Asawira who converted to Islam and joined the Arabs in the
year 638/17, were no more than a small segment of the Asawira in
the imperial Persian army. There were still other groups of Asawira
who had become normal subjects like the other citizens of the occu-
pied territory. Some of them were needed by the Arabs for the renewed
attack following the capture of al-Mada’in, the capital city of the
Persian kings, as well as for the initial stages of construction of the
camp city Kifa. In light of the situation at hand, ‘Umar I ordered his
commanders on this front to mobilize the necessary forces from the
‘ranks of the Asawira and in return, to grant them an exemption from

& Ag., XXVI, 79.

7 Ibn Hillikan, VI, 355-6; Ag., XVI, 78-9.

8 Aba Yasuf, 157.

¢ Tab., 1, 2384.

1 al-Qalf, I, 29.

' al-‘Ugmaniyya, 214.

12 Tab., I, 2563; Futih, 459. On their military role in the first stages of the Arab’s
attacks on the Eastern territories see: Fred M. Donner, p. 239.
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350 KHALIL ‘ATHAMINA

payment of poll tax."* Two elements were missing from ‘Umar’s instruc-
tions, which are worthy of mention: first, the lack of any stipulation
that the Asawira’s induction depend upon their converting to Islam,
and second, the lack of any provision for their fee—in other words, a
lack of clarity regarding their admission to or exclusion from the diwan,
as had been the case with the enlistment of the first group. Apparently,
this group of Asawira were not compelled to convert, and representa-
tive members of them appear two generations later by their Persian
names, indicating that they had still not converted to Islam.'

The Asawira in the first wave served as the model for other ethnic
groups within the Persian army. After the battles had subsided on this
front, a group of Persian fighters attached itself to the Asawira; these
had apparently been mercenaries in the imperial army and had con-
verted to Islam and become a part of that army."> The sources do not
specify the number of the Asawira.'® But according to a diagram relat-
ing to the scope of responsibility of the ‘urgfz’ (military overseers who
were responsible for a certain number of fighters from their tribes) dur-
ing that time, the Asdwira’s number can be estimated at about 4,000
men.'” In any case, the 4sawira were given a separate residential quar-
ter in Basra, in which runs a river canal designed to supply them with
drinking water. The canal bore their name: nahr al-Asawira.'® Their
significant number necessitated the construction of a mosque, and the
governor of Irag on behalf of Mu‘awiya, Ziyad b. Abih, ordered a
mosque to be built in the quarter.’® This was a separate residential
quarter, reserved for this ethnic group, in which the language of dis-
course was Persian, the native language of the inhabitants. And for
half a century after they had converted to Islam and settled in Basra,

3 Tab., 1, 2497.

' P. Crone, p. 237 (n. 263).

> Futih, 460.

'® Ahmad $alih al-‘Ali estimates their number at 2,500, in Hitat al-Basra, p. 48,
while in al-Tanzimat, p. 83, he claims that they were about 2,000 men, but their num-
ber increased as a result of fresh fugitives from other Sassanian regiments' who joined
them in Bagra. Ch. Pellat gives no figures but he states that their number in Basra
was not so large. See: Le miliew Basrien, p. 35. Other works cited in this paper give no
figures at all.

7 Tab., I, 2496. It was reported that 100 men from the Asawira were allotted 2,000
dirhams each, while six of them got 2,500 dirhams each, Tab., I, 2563. This writer
believes that these men were given the status of ‘arif who took charge of about 40 per-
sons on the average.

'8 Futuh, 459-460, 440; Yaqit, vol. V, 317.

19 Ansab, vol. 4(a), 201.
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NON-ARAB REGIMENTS 351

they continued to speak Persian.” One member of the Arab nobility,
who had grown up in that quarter under the care of his mother—the
emancipated handmaiden Margana, whom the governor of Iraq had
divorced and given in marriage to one of the notables among the
Asawira in the quarter—could not express himself properly in Arabic
but rather spoke with a Persian accent, influenced by the speech of
his neighbors in the quarter.?

It was the Asawira themselves who chose to be housed in Basra, a
decision settled with the Arab commander when they joined the Arabs.
In Bagra they formed a covenant, kalafii, with one of two factions of
the Tamim tribe, Banai Sa‘d. This faction had competed with the other
faction of the tribe, Banii Hanzala, over the new allies. As a com-
promise Banu Sa‘d contented themselves with the Asawira and let their
brothers, Banti Hanzala, form alliances with the Zutt and the Sayabiga.?
It is worth pointing out in this connection that the Azf or tahalyf made
between the two parties may be considered to reflect the typical tahaluf
of the Gahiliyya period,? not just because of the specific circumstances
under which it was made, but also because of the ban placed by Islam
on the formation of covenants, as expressed in the Aadzt of the Prophet.?

Apparently, the first generation of the Asdwira maintained their pol-
icy of non-involvement in intra-tribal conflicts and did not take part
in the civil wars in which their allies, the Tamimis, were involved. It
is known that when the Asdwira made their agreement with the Arabs,
they imposed a precondition stipulating their right not to take part in
the Arab’s internal conflicts.”® Consequently, they did not join the
Tamimis in their battle at al-Gamal (656/35), nor at the battle of Siffin

% Naga’id, 113-4; Tab., II, 454.

! This gentleman was none other than ‘Ubayd Allah b. Ziyad, who was the suc-
cessor of his father in the office of the governorship in Iraq. After his father was
divorced, ‘Ubayd Allih was in the custody of his mother, Margana, who was remar-
ried to a certain Iswar (pl. Asawira) called Sirawayhi. In order to defame ‘Ubayd Allah
his opponents used to call him “Ibn Margana”. See: al-Bayan wa-al-taybyin, vol. 1, 73;
vol. II, 210; Futih, 440-41; al-Ma‘arif, 347; al-Mubarrad, II, 225.

2 Futih, 459-60; Ansab, 4(a) (ed. Ihsan ‘Abbas) p. 414. According to another ver-
sion, a non-Arab ethnic group (called Andigan or Andigar) joined the Asawira and became
allied with Bana Sa‘d., Ibid,, loc. cit. In another report on the authority of al-Mada’ini,
the two leaders of the Asawira had different views on this issue: Sirawayhi went into
alliance with the Azd tribe (or, in another version, with Banii Bakr), while his colleague
Siyah insisted on allying with Tamim. See: Ibid., loc. cit.

% On the typical hilf, tahalyf, consult Goldziher, vol. I, pp. 65-70.

% Ibid., p. 70 (n. 4).

» Futiah, 459.
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352 KHALIL ‘ATHAMINA

(657/37), nor in any other internal conflict according to Mada’ini.?*
Apparently, this was the case at the battle of Siffin: despite the par-
ticipation of Banti Sa‘d, the allies, in this battle, there is no mention
of participation by the Asawira.?” As for the battle of al-Gamal, not all
the Tamimis took part in it; Bant Sa‘d in particular obeyed the call
of the Tamimi leader al-Ahnaf b. Qays, who decided that the mem-
bers of his tribe should not take part in this civil war and so they
maintained their neutrality.?® Thus, there was no reason for the Asawira
to participate in this battle. But later generations of Asawira were
involved in all the struggles in which the Tamimis took part. They
participated in the battle waged by the TamimiI tribe against the tribe
of Azd, the allies of ‘Ubayd Allah b. Ziyad, a battle which was known
by the name of yawm Masud.® They also took part in the battle of al-
Rabada, in the ranks of one of the commanders of Ibn al-Zubayr who
had departed from Basra in order to halt the army that had been sent
by Marwan I against Madina which was still under the control of Ibn
al-Zubayr.*® They also took part in the revolt of Ibn al-A3‘at which
broke out in Iraq against al-Haggag in the year 700-701/81-82.%' It
should be noted in this context that the latter three conflicts were
directed at the central Umayyad régime in Damascus. It seems that the
Asawira, who, during the reign of the Sufyanid branch, were classified
as belonging to the pro-Umayyad factions,*® had changed direction
during the reign of the Marwianid branch and moved over to the side
of the opposing forces. This transition was harmonious with the change
that took place in the stance of the Tamimis toward this dynasty dur-
ing the period in question.®

The Asawira’s arena of activity was not restricted to the limits of
that of their masters, the Tamimis, nor was it always subject to the
latter’s will or political position. From their beginnings as a military
entity fighting in the ranks of the Arabs, the Asawira took part in con-
quests within Persian territory along with the army of Abt Musa al-

% Ibid., loc. cit.

7 Ibn Muzahim, p. 205.

% Tab., I, 3169; vol. 1, 3179, faittaba‘at Bani Sa'din al-Ahnaf, fa‘tazala bikim ild wadt
al-siba, “And Banii Sa‘d followed al-Ahnaf and kept aloof together with him and retired
to Wadi al-Siba®.

* Ansab, 4(a) (ed. I. ‘Abbas) p. 408; Tab. ii, 452, 465, 454; al-Mubarrad, I, 142.

% Futah, 460; Tab., II, 578-9.

* Futith, 460.

2 Ansab, TVa, 201.

% Kh. ‘Athamina, The Caliph Hisham, part 11, 180 seq.
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NON-ARAB REGIMENTS 353

As‘arl. They laid siege upon the fortified Persian town of Tustar, but
to the Arabs’ great disappointment, they did not display a high enough
level of fighting skill. When asked to explain why, they attributed this
to their lack of religious motivation, basa’ir, and of idealistic values,
two elements which had encouraged the Arabs to fight.** The Asawira
joined ‘Abdallah b. ‘Amir on his campaign against Hurasan (651/31),3
and it is quite reasonable to assume that they definitely participated,
since the initiative of setting out on this campaign came from the
TamimT leader in Basra, al-Ahnaf b. Qays, or from another Tamimi
personality whose name is mentioned in the sources.®

As was the custom in the days of the reign of ‘Utman (644-56/24-
36), the Arabs used to leave a task force behind as a garrison in the
areas conquered within the eastern province. This custom as followed,
in particular, by the mugatila of Basra, where 4,000 soldiers were left
in the region and who were replaced annually.” From this, it may be
assumed that the Asawira who participated in Ibn ‘Amir’s campaign
had contributed their share to the garrison, both in that year and in
subsequent years. Since the population in the region was Persian from
the standpoints of ethnic origin, culture, language, and so forth, it was
inevitable that some of the 4sawira who arrived there would have con-
sidered the area an ideal environment to resettle in and to leave Basra,
their improvised habitat. In addition, the Asawira took part in the revolt
of Ibn al-Ai‘at some fifty years after Ibn ‘Amir’s campaign, as we have
already seen. Al-Haggag, the governor of Iraq against whom the revolt
was directed, took stringent punitive measures against those elements
who had taken part in the revolt. Among these was the punishment
inflicted upon the Asawira, namely destruction of the rebels’ houses,
reduction of their annual pension, and exile for some of them.* While
the tradition does not reveal the destination to which they were exiled,
it may be surmised that they joined their brethren in the region of
Khurasan, since they do appear on the scene in that region later on.*

* In response to the question of Abii Misa al-A¥‘ari, Siyah al-Iswari says: “upbiruka
annahit laysat bas@’irund ka-bas@’irikum, wa-la land fikum huramun nahafu ‘alayhd wa-nugatil”.
Futith, 459; Tab., I, 2563.

¥ Futah, 460. With his army were 1,000 soldiers of “4gam, a non-Arab ethnic com-
munity. fbid., 502. There is ample reason to believe that they were Asawira.

% Tab,, I, 2884-5.

¥ Kh. ‘Athamina, “Diwén al-‘ata™, p. 16.

% Futih, 460.

® Tab., II, 1550; II, 1606.
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354 KHALIL ‘ATHAMINA

And in the same way that they reached Hurasan, they also reached
Sigistan, the adjacent region, where they were placed in charge of
guarding the local prison, as attested by one of the prisoners there,
the poet Yazid b. al-Mufarrag al-Himyari, in three of his poems.®
Other Asawira from both Basra and Kufa were relocated earlier in
Antakya on the Syrian shore of the eastern Mediterranean seaboard
by Mu‘awiya b. Abi Sufyan.*! This relocation took place within the
framework of the settlement and fortification of coastal towns and
fortresses of al-Sam, greater Syria, which served at the time as fron-
tier towns facing the constant invasions of the Byzantine fleet.*

The importance of the Asdwira among all the other Arab forces, is
that they were distinguished archers. In this area Arab literature extols
their expertise and the marvelous accuracy of their marksmanship. Ibn
Qutayba quotes from the Books of the Persians, Kutub al-‘Agam, con-
cerning the Asawira’s custom of writing an archer’s name on the arrows
he shoots indicating their complete self-confidence.*® Al-TabarT tells of
four hundred Asawira warriors who fought alongside their Tamim allies
in the battle against the Azd in 683/64 and shot a single salvo of
2,000 arrows at once, each warrior simultaneously shooting five arrows
from his bow.** It was these arrows which tipped the scales in favor
of Banti Tamim. In the battle of al-Rabada against the Umayyad army,
it was Yazid b. Siyah al-Iswari—apparently the son of the aforemen-
tioned Siyah—who shot the arrow that struck and killed the com-
mander of that army, Hubays b. Dulga, thus winning the battle against
the Umayyad army.* In another account of the course of this battle,
al-BaladurT reports that the number of Asawira fighting the battle was
equal to the number of enemy casualties, because an arrow shot by
an [swari never missed.*® Because of their military prowess they acquired
the prestigious title fityan,*” somewhat parallel to a knighthood in medi-
eval Europe.

The Asawira were experts not only in the field of warfare but in
other fields as well, as reflected by their activity on the eastern front
in Transoxania. They appeared in the battle arena as a task and patrol

0 bn Quiayba, 212; Ag., XVII, 51.

1 Futah, 139; Ch. Pellat, 35.

4 Kh. ‘Athamina,“Arab Settlemen”, pp. 199-200.

“ Uyiin al-akhbar, 1, 149.

# Tab., II, 452; Ansab, VIa (ed. I ‘Abbas) 409.
# Tab., II, 579.

* Futih, 461.

4 Tab., II, 452, 454.
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NON-ARAB REGIMENTS 355

force, separate from the army and under separate command.® On a
separate occasion and during another time, they served as a sort of
military police on the battlefield.** Apparently because of the Asawira’s
importance—which added strength and contributed to the superiority
of Bani Tamim in Basra—the leaders of the opposing tribe, Azd,
where forced to seek an ally from among the local inhabitants, despite
the religious ban on such covenants, in order to equalize their posi-
tion to that of Tamim.*

II

A considerable portion of the Islamic traditions which refer to the
Asawira tie them to two non-Arab ethnic groups: Zutt and Sayabiga.
Al-Baladuri, for example, makes this connection, devoting a single title
to the first two groups.” As for Zutt, G. Ferrand considers the origin of
their name to be that of the Indian ethnic group Jhat,? and there is
practically a consensus among Arab philologists and historians regard-
ing the Indian origins of that name.*® According to the historian Hamza
al-Isfahani (970/360), the king of Persia, Bahram-Djar (A.D. 420-438)
wrote to the king of India asking him to send him singers; the latter
sent him 12,000 people whom he scattered throughout his kingdom
and they began to multiply.®* Al-Tabari, relying on the authority of
Sayf b. ‘Umar, reports that Surayh b. Dubay‘a, who was known as
al-Hutam, revolted in Bahrayn following the death of the Prophet, within
the framework of the ridda, the apostasy movement, and that he suc-
ceeded in attracting not only members of his tribe, but also groups of
non-believers who lives in Hajar and in al-Qatif, including inhabitants
of al-Hatt from Zutt and Sayabiga.” It is worth mentioning in this
context that the area of al-Hatt on the coast of Bahrayn and ‘Uman
was the place from which the Arabs would bring their renowed spears.
It was there that the spears were fashioned and sold to the Arabs.*®
The tradition of Sayf is strengthened by another tradition, that of

# Tab., II, 1550.

9 Tab,, 11, 1606.

% Anszb, IVb, 106.

' Futizh, 459.

52 “Zug” E1!

% This can be deduced from the survey done by Ishaq al-Husayni, pp. 29-30.
> Hamza al-Isfahani, 49.

® Tab., I, 1961, Agh., XIV, 46.

% Yaqat, 11, 378.
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356 KHALIL ‘ATHAMINA

al-Mada’ini, according to which these two groups lived in the coastal
areas (referring to the Persian Sea) in pre-Islamic times.”” It may be
assumed that the two groups in the area made their livelihood in the
arms industry. A separate part of these ethnic groups were located in
the areas adjacent to the borders separating the Arabian peninsula
from the Persian territory in Iraq—a broad, semi-desert region known
as Tufof*® This area included a number of guard posts, at which the
Persians stationed permanent garrisons. The land and wells were given
to these soldiers by the Persian king Sabar as an igta‘, and in exchange
for their military service they were exempted from paying taxes.*® This
area, as is well known, fell into Arab hands as early as the beginning
of the conquest, since the invading Muslim armies passed through it
on their way to the heartland of Persian territory. A tradition of ‘Awana
b. al-Hakam, quoted by al-Baladuri, describes Zutt and Sayabiga as
having belonged to the Persian forces which fell prisoner to the Arabs
during the first raids.’ It follows that the contacts between the Arabs
and these two ethnic groups took place during the pre-Islamic period,
whether through trade in spears or through their membership in the
military garrisons of the Sassanian empire.

Zutt and Sayabiga, which were inducted into the Muslim army,
were prisoners of war when they learned of the arrangement that had
been made with the Asawira. They converted to Islam, Abt Masa reset-
tled them in Basra, and they were treated exactly like the Asawira.®!
In the first civil war, they joined the men of Kiafa who had gone out
to fight the rebels who had risen up against ‘Ali, but apparently under
separate command.® This practice seems to have become a tradition
with them, since one hundred years later we find them in the army
of the ‘Abbasid Caliph al-Manstr, fighting under a separate command
of their own.®

During the term of al-Haggag in Iraq (694-713/75-95), a military
force formed from these groups was sent by sea from Iraq to the region
of Sind as a reinforcement after the army of Muhammad b. al-Qasim
had become entangled—from which we learn that Zutt and Sayabiga

7 Futah, 460.

8 Ibid., loc. cit.

% Yaqat, IV, 36.

0 Futih, 463.

o Jbid., loc. cit.

2 Jbid., 462-3.

& Ansab, 1II (ed. Duri) p. 250.
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NON-ARAB REGIMENTS 357

were excellent warriors on both land and sea.** In addition to their
routine military activity, Zutt and Sayabiga were placed in charge of
such institutions of state as the treasury, mosques, and prisons. Al-
Hawarizmi defines them as huffaz al-turug, the watchmen of the roads.%
As early as the outset of their settlement in Basra, Abt Musa al-As‘arT
placed them in charge of the buildings of state institutions in the town.®
A separate group, which included both Zutt and Sayabiga, were in
charge of guarding the prison in the area of Sigistan.*’

Contrary to the Asawira, Zutt and Sayabiga did not all arrive together.
The sources speak of al-Jutt wa-’l-Sayabiga al-qudam@’, the first ones,%
as well as referring to a separate quarter in Basra built for Zutt and
another ethnic group known as Indigar.®® For reasons apparently con-
nected with the defense policy of the Caliph Mu‘awiya in the face of
the Byzantine threat from both land and sea, the Caliph transferred
a group of Zutt and Sayabiga to the Syrian coastal town of Antakya
in the year 669/49, where they settled and established a residential
quarter that bore their name. Their number increased naturally, and
after a generation they expanded beyond the city walls, settling in the
neighboring village of Biiqa.”” This trend continued, and another wave
of Zutt was transferred to Antakya during the reign of al-Walid b.
‘Abd al-Malik. These were some of the same prisoners of war from
Sind who had been taken by the commander Muhammad b. al-Qasim
in the wake of his campaign to that region.” Since these Sindi pris-
oners of war were significantly numerous,”"* he settled them outside
Basra on the plain extending between Basra and Kiifa along the Tigris,
the Digla, where they multiplied and became a nuisance which seri-
ously threatened the routes of passage between Bagdad (the capital)
and Basra. When the threat became too/great to ignore, Caliph al-
Ma’miin dispatched soldiers and ordered them to transfer some of the

64 Ch. Pellat, 36.

% Hawirizmi, 74.

 Hitat al-Basra, 65; udem: Tanzimat, pp. 84-5.

7 Ag., XVII, 51. It is worth noting in this context that the prison, the mosque, and
the treasury house were an integral part of the main building in which the governor
of the province dwelt, the so-called dar al-imara, Ya‘qubi, Buldan, 240.

% Futih, 463.

% Ansab, III (ed. Duri) p. 92.

0 Futuh, 1912, 263.

" Ibid., 192.

'+ There were about 10,000 prisoners who were captured from that country, Ibid.,
536, 538.
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358 KHALIL ‘ATHAMINA

Zutt to Bagdad and Hangin and the rest to ‘Ayn Zarba and to the
border towns on the Byzantine frontier.”” But the problem was not
solved by al-Ma’min’s having relocated them: they continued to endan-
ger the access routes between the South and the North, which prompted
Caliph al-Mu‘tagim to move a significant number of them to that same
town of ‘Ayn Zarba in 835/225.

These intensive acts of exile and transfer apparently had an effect on
the number of Zutt in the marshlands; by al-Gahiz’s (869/255) rough
estimate, their number in this region was less than the number of peo-
ple in an average Arab tribe.”

In addition to the three ethnic groups mentioned thus far, Basra
came to know another ethnic group, known as al-Buhariyya. Their
arrival in Basra was linked to the campaign of ‘Ubayd Allah b. Ziyad
across the Exus in 673/54, which was the first year of his office as
governor of the eastern province.”

The sources do not present an unequivocal opinion regarding the
status or number of this group. Al-Baladuri, for example, does not
specify a number, but the expression he uses, falg, seems to indicate a
significant number.”® Al-Tabari, on the other hand, establishes that their
number was 2,000.”” The author of the Tarih Buhara reports that there
were 4,000 of them,’® while the poet Abt Tammam (850/236) raises
their number to 12,000.” The numbers given by al-Nar§aht and al-Tabart
seem more reasonable, given the short sojourn of ‘Ubayd Allah in
Hurasan—barely over a year.?” At the same time, Abu Tammam’s ac-
count cannot be rejected out of hand just because it quotes a higher
number than the others. As we know, ‘Ubayd Allah served as gover-
nor of Iraq for nearly a decade, and it is not impossible that during

™ Jbid., 462. In Tabari the removal of the Zutt from the marshland of Kaskar took
place in 835/220 during the reign of al-Mu‘tasim. Their number was estimated at
27,000, among them 12,000 warriors. 7ab., III, 1169.

™ Futih, 203; Yaqut, IV, 178. Twenty years later, ‘Ayn Zarba suffered a Byzantine
attack which ended with all the Zutt being taken as prisoners of war, along with their
families and cattles.

" al-Bursan, 49.

> Tab., II, 167-169.

® Futuh, 463, 507.

77 Tab., II, 170. The same number is mentioned by Ch. Pellat, p. 36, and by al-
‘All in Hitat al-Basra, 48.

® al-Nar3ahi, p. 62.

® Abi Tammam, p. 7.

8 Tab., II, 170.
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this period reinforcements were added to the contingent he had brought
with him to Basra, whether of the same or different origin, and continued
to bear the same name as the original contingent.

In this context, attention should be drawn to the fact that during
the years in which Ibn ‘Amir served, and a few years earlier, male
and female slaves were brought to Iraq originated in the area from
which the Bubariyya came, in the framework of the stipulation signed
by Ibn ‘Amir with some of the towns across the Exus. They were paid
to him as tax in lieu of the poll tax which the residents did not have
the money to pay.®’ Furthermore, fighting units which bore the name
Bubariyya existed even before those sent by ‘Ubayd Allah, predating
them by at least four years. They had been sent by ‘Ubayd Allah’s
father together with a police force to apprehend the leader of the Si‘ite
opposition in Kufa, Hugr b. ‘Adiyy, in 671/51.22 What is more, tradition-
ists sometimes confuse names: a prominent example of this is the well-
known mistaken reference to a unit of archers from the Qigan in India,®
actually Zutt by origin, as being Buhariyya.®

Traditionists also differ as to the status of the Buhariyya. Al-Baladurt
presents three versions. According to the first of these, the Bubariyya
were prisoners of war; the second asserts that ‘Ubayd Allah had ac-
quired them in accordance with the terms of surrender he had imposed
upon them, i.e., he had captured their country, or their town, with no
battle; and the third version states that he offered them aman, a prom-
ise that no harm would be done to them, as well as admission to the
diwan, and they accepted his offer, joined him, and were settled by
him in Basra.® As is typical of al-Baladuri in such cases, he does not
rule in favor of any of these versions when he does not have the means
to do so0.%

Al-Tabari, reporting ‘Ubayd Allah’s campaign, quotes al-Mada’ini,
the most trustworthy source with regard to the history of the eastern
province,” and mentions the names of two villages which ‘Ubayd Allah
conquered, adding: fa-min tamma asiba °l-Bupariypa® “and from there

8 Futih, 502, 504.

& Tbn Sa‘d, VI, 152.

8 Futih, 544.

# Magqatil, 141, read Bubariyya and not (naggariyya) as it appears in the text.
& Futih, 463.

8 Kh. ‘Athamina, “Baladhur’s Sources”, pp. 244-245.

8 Rotter G., pp. 103-133.

8 Tab., II, 169.
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he took the Buhariyya captive”.®® It was apparently this group in par-
ticular which became the private unit of ‘Ubayd Allah, as opposed to
other units of Bubariyya which had existed before.

Abii ‘Ubayda reports, in his account of the events at Basra follow-
ing the death of Yazid I, that when ‘Ubayd Allah, the governor of
Iraq, wanted to contend with the rebels in that town, he ordered these
units to set upon the rebels, but they refused him.®® The tradition refers
to two distinct groups of Buhariyya: Buhariypat al-sultan and to a mere
Buhariyya. The first must certainly have been his private Buhariyya,
while the second refers to those who belonged to the general military
framework, who had made their entry into battle conditional upon the
approval of their commander: fagali: in amarana quwwaduna qatalnd.”
This group must have been the same unit which had been enlisted
beforehand by the governors of Iraq on behalf of the central regime,
and it was subject to the authority of the governors, who represented
Damascus. Evidence of this lies in the fact that they were transferred
from Basra to Kufa when that town became the seat of the governor
of Iraq during the term of Ziyad; there they were under his author-
ity and acted in concert with the police to maintain order in the provin-
cial capital.®

Another version, also by Abt ‘Ubayda, says that the governor had
summoned the Bubariyya and those who were min ashab al-sultan, “of
the Sultan’s fighting company”.®® In other words, this phrase was con-
sidered by al-BaladurT (who took the material from his predecessor,
Abt ‘Ubayda) as a substitute for the original phrase Bufariyyat al-sultan.
In the narrative of al-Tabari, who relies on the same source, the sub-
stitute terminology seems more concrete: he refers to “the comman-
ders of the private units of the Sultan”, n’asa’ hassat al-sultan.™*

Despite the textual contrasts regarding this tradition, all versions
have a single common element, viz., the refusal of both groups of
Bubhariyya to obey the call or the instruction of ‘Ubayd Allah, the

8 The verbal form: “asdba” is sometimes used in Classical Arabic to connote “to
take prisoner of war”. See, for example: 7ab., I, 2031; Yaqut, IV, 423; Usd al-Gaba,
II, 224; they are described as slaves in Narfahi, 62.

% Naga’id, 724.

9 Ibid., loc. cit.

2 Tbn Sa‘d, VI, 152.

% Ansab, IVa, p. 102. Askab, in this context are the most trustworthy warriors belong-
ing to the ruler or prince. The explanation of this term given by P. Crone is inaccu-
rate, p. 55, because they are not the man’s companions but his soldiers or adherents.

% Tab., II, 440.
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provincial governor. This may seem surprising at first, but under the
circumstances and conditions which existed on the imperial plane in
general and in Basra in particular, this refusal can easily be under-
stood. Mass rebellion had already broken out in Basra against the gov-
ernor when rumors were confirmed that Caliph Yazid b. Mu‘awiya
had died in Damascus and that no successor had been appointed. This
was a great embarrassment to the entire dynasty, which in turn brought
about a rift in the family which in turn brought about a rift in the
family which almost developed into a sort of civil war.* What is more,
the very same Buhariyya were the first to know of their master’s inten-
tion to abandon Iraq and flee for his life to Damascus, and they were
unwilling to risk a hopeless campaign for his sake.

There as at least one other unit in Basra, distinct from the Buhariyya
of “‘Ubayd Allah b. Ziyad, which was of the same ethnic origin—the
group which bore the name of ‘Abd al-Malik b. ‘Abdullah b. ‘Amir.*
This militia was active on the scene in Basra during the period of tur-
moil which took place between the collapse of the Umayyad regime
and the subjugation of Iraq to the authority of Ibn al-Zubayr. ‘Abd
al-Malik would move through the streets of Basra surrounded by body-
guards from the Buhariyya.¥” During this period, he sent soldiers from
this unit to drive away the chief of police in Basra, who wanted to
invade one of the private palaces which was owned by a person close
to the dismissed governor; the soldiers accomplished their task with-
out difficulty.*®

Since this ‘Abd al-Malik was not a man of power and held no official
post, it is very reasonable to assume that he had inherited his private
militia from his father, who during his term as governor in Basra would
set out on military campaigns across the Exus to bring back slaves in
exchange for the ad hoc taxes and levies he would impose on the areas
he attacked.”

% Wellhausen, 137-150.

% His father was appointed to the governorship in Basra during the reign of ‘Ugmain,
the third caliph. He lost this job during the caliphate of ‘Alf, but was reappointed by
Mu‘awiya. See: Tab.; Ag.; Ibn Hayyat (index). ‘Abd al-Malik held no official position
during his lifetime. Although it was reported that he was appointed to the governor-
ship in Basra by Ibn al-Zubayr, it seems that this tradition is unreliable. Ibn al-Kalbi,
p. 56.

7 Ansab, IVa (ed. 1. ‘Abbas) p. 405; Ansab, IVb, 105; Tab., II, 464.

% Ansab, IVb, 105; Tab., II, 464.

® Futah, 502, 504.
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Even before that, and before this man had been appointed gover-
nor of the eastern province, he had shown an interest in purchasing
slaves. In one transaction, together with a partner, he bought some
slaves from Caliph “‘Umar I (the same prisoners of war whose owner-
ship reverted to the state and who were known as ragig al-pums, because
20% of all prisoners of war had been handed over to the state treas-
ury).!® The two partners paid a portion of the sum due and remained
owing the huge sum of 80,000 dirhams. Since they did not make good
on their debt, ‘Umar commanded that they be imprisoned until some-
one else volunteered to pay for them.'”" For such an enormous price,
the new buyer, Ibn ‘Amir, was able to purchase an immense number
of slaves, and since the prisoners of war had to have been enemy sol-
diers, it was easy and even preferable for them to serve their new mas-
ter as a fighting militia.

Buhariyya who belonged to the military framework of the state were

- by definition subject to the authority of the officials or representatives
of the central regime and served its interests accordingly. Al-Haggag
transferred most of the Buhariyya in Basra to the garrison town of
Wasit,'” which he had built in 702/83 especially for the Syrian gar-
risons in Iraq.'”® They will appear once again in 739/122 at Kufa
under the command of the governor of Iraq on behalf of Caliph
Hisam b. ‘Abd al-Malik, who sent them to put down the Sitite rebel-
lion of Zayd b. ‘Ali.'** They continued to exist as an elite fighting until the
final days of the Umayyad dynasty in power. The last event in which
the Buhariyya appear took place in 749/132 in the town of Wasit,
together with the last governor of Iraq on behalf of the Umayyads,
who was known by the name of Ibn Hubayra. Following the signing
of the agreement between the latter and the Abbasid prince and heir
Abt Ga‘far al-Mansar, Ibn Hubayra left the besieged town to meet
the prince, surrounded by 1,300 soldiers of his Buhariyya.'®

The Buhariyya became renowned as professional soldiers. Their
activity was not limited to the city; there were also fighting units in
the field, whose name was known far and wide, and whose destructive
power and skillful bowmanship rained terror upon the local inhabi-

10 al-Mawardi, 126-8; al-Amwal, 424-431, Abt Yasuf, p. 19.
o Ag. VI, 126-7.

192 Futah, 463.

105 Wellhausen, 203.

1% Tab., II, 1708; Maqatil, 141.

1% Tbn Hillikan, VI, 316; Tab., III, 67.
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tants. All of this may be deduced from a description quoted from one
of the inhabitants of Yamama who wanted to warn his fellow tribes-
men of the dangers that might befall them when he learned that the
Sultan had sent a fighting unit to attack them from the Buhariyya of
Ibn Ziyad."”® They were both horsemen and infantrymen,'” but the
true secret of their strength lay in their outstanding skill as nas$aba,
archers.!® Thanks to their arrows, they always defeated their enemies
and saved the honor of the imperial army.'®

v

One example of private militias par excellence, with no connection at
all to the ruling dynasty, its institutions or representatives, was the
Sakiriyya. Arab lexicographers have not given sufficient explanation to
this term, claiming it is derived from the Persian word dzakir, mean-
ing a salaried caretaker.!'” W. Barthold suggests that they were the
personal guard of the local princes and chiefs of the land-holding
nobility—dihgans—in central Asia, and that they served as a sort of honor
guard."! A very impressive description of the Sakiriyya, their noble
origins, and the pomp which characterized its activity does appear in
the Tarih Bupara.''?

Emulating Persian nobility, the Arab noblemen and princes would
take Sakiriyya with them to the battlefield as escorts who would some-
times take part in battle and even tip the scales in favor of their mas-
ters.'' In fact, the Sakiriyya of the Islamic period were private fighting
units, as reported in the sources.

In 696/77 the Sakiriyya of ‘Attab b. Warga® proudly brought about
the defeat of Sabib, commander of the well-known hangt rebellions,
forcing him to flee the region of Kafa which he had so recently seized.'**

1% al.Hayawan, VII, 175-6.

17 Ibn Hillikan, VI, 316; Tab., III, 67.

1% Yaquat, I, 355; Tab., II, 170.

1% Ansab, IVa (ed. 1. ‘Abbas), 139; Tab., II, 1708; Maqatil, 141.

10 gl-Qamiis V. (shk.r). Tag al-‘Aras, Further explanations are suggested by mod-
ern scholars, but they are far from introducing a satisfactory solution to the ambigu-
ity of the term. C.E. Bosworth reviewed the different views concerning the issue. See:
The History of al-Tabari, vol. 35, p. 179 (n. 506). Further details on Sakiriyya are pro-
duced by the author in the article: “Shakiriyya”, EI*.

111" Barthold W., 180.

12 Nar3ahi, 23-4.

13 Wellhausen, 392.

" Tab., II, 965.
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According to the description of the attack launched by ‘Attab and his
Sakiriyya, we may conclude that these were a sort of commando unit
which infiltrated the camp of the Hawarg in mid battle and burned it
to the ground.

But the Sakiriyya’s arena of activity during this period was not only
Iraq, but rather their birthplace in Transoxania. Particularly promi-
nent in this region were two brothers, Tabit and Hurayt. These were
two commanders of Persian origin who had converted to Islam and
become mawali of the Huzi‘a tribe. While these brothers did collabo-
rate with the imperial army, they always maintained their independ-
ence.'”® They acted proudly and with self-confidence, never willing to
overlook any attempts to humiliate them.'® The Sakiriyya unit they
owned numbered a few hundred fighters, among them fighters of Arab
origin."” The Arabs in the ranks of the Sakiriyya of Tabit and his
brother joined them as individuals, having found their way into the
area for one reason or another."® Their number was not inconsider-
able, and when their master Tabit b. Qutba was murdered, they con-
tinued to operate within the Sakiriyya, but under a separate command
from that of the Persians.'"?

In another instance in which Arab nobility had their own Sakiriyya,
also in Transoxania, the Sakiriyya displayed particular skill in sur-
rounding the enemy and surprising him from the rear.'® The activity of
Sakiriyya units in this region continued throughout the entire Umayyad
period. The last report of such activity was about ten years before the
decline of the dynasty.'”!

But that was not the end of the Sakiriyya units, which continued
to operate vigorously during the ‘Abbassid period'® until the classical
institutions of the army framework were dismantled and replaced by
a new entity, of which the Sakiriyya was the central pillar.'?*

15 Tab., II, 1023, 1027.

"6 Tbad., I1, 1080-81.

" Ibid., 11, 1802, 1155.

18 Jbid., 11, 1557.

9 Jbid., 11, 1159.

120 The patron of the Sakiriyya in this area was called ‘Asim b. ‘Amr al-Qaysi. Tab.,
II, 1528.

12U Jbid., 11, 1609.

122 3)-Gahiz, the contemporary scholar, says that even Christian subjects had acquired
their own Sakiriyya. Rasa’s/ al-Gahiz, III, 317.

!B Mas‘adi, VII, 291. About the new military system and the identity of its soldiers,
see: al-Tanbih, 361-2.
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\Y%

When al-Mubtar inaugurated his pro-Stiite propaganda campaign,
which centered around the call to avenge the blood of al-Husayn b.
‘All who had been murdered by the Umayyads, most of those who
answered his call and joined his ranks came from among Persians of
Kufa, who were known as al-Hamra’. Their community in Kafa num-
bered about 20,000.'*

Another tradition reports that these Persians—Tlike those in Yemen—
were given the epithet 4bna’>—the progeny of the first generation. And
in the same way those who were in Basra were known as Asawira,
while the Persians in Kafa became known as Ahamira (plu. Hamra’).'®

Yet another tradition reports that they first came to Basra and after-
ward settled permanently in Kafa.'? Al-BaladhurT establishes that they
were Asawira who before the advent of Islam had been stationed in
Qazwin on the border of the Sassanian empire together with the
Turkish tribes in the southwest of central Asia in order to halt the
penetrations of the Turks. In 644/24 the Muslim occupation army
reached the area. The inhabitants preferred to convert to Islam rather
than pay poll tax, and they were accordingly given the same status
that was given to the Asawira in Basra. Most of them preferred to stay
where they were, while others went to live in Kifa, where they became
allied with Zuhra b. Huwayya of Tamim and were given the epithet
Hamra@® al-Daylam."”’ According to the arrangement that was made, they
must have been admitted to the diwan just as the Asawira had been
in Basra; consequently, the figure specified by al-Dinawarl seems
astronomical unless one takes into account the thousands of prisoners
of war who over the course of time became enslaved to private indi-
viduals and to institutions of state, and whose number thus steadily
increased.

The epithet Hamra’ al-Daylam was intended, in the opinion of this
author, to distinguish between this group and the other Persian ele-
ments who had settled in Kifa. In any case, the group in question
carried out policing activities in the town during the early stages of

124 al-Apbar al-tiwal, 288.

'3 Ag., XVI, 75-6; Hawarizmi, 73, al-Tag, p. 24 (n. 1).

1% Tag al-Aras, 111, 154 (infra), “wa-’l-ahamiratu qawmun min al ‘agami nazali bi-al-basrati,
wa-tabannaki bi-al-kiifah’”.

127 Yaqut, IV, 342-3; Futiih, 394-5.
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the term of Ziyad as Mu‘awiya’s agent'® and comprised the only source
of man power in governor Ziyad’s police force.'?

As for the fighting units who bore the same epithet Hamra’, these
were units in the Persian army who had surrendered to the Muslims
or deserted the imperial army and joined the occupation army during
the early stages of the Muslim offensive. The first battle in which they
took part was al-Qadisiyya in 635/14.'® Two years later, another group
of Hamra’ appeared, to whom a Persian—originated commander by
the name of Qubad was appointed. This later group participated in
the chase carried out by the Muslims against the remnants of the
defeated Persian army; later, they were sent as a garrison to the town
of Hulwan."* Another group of non-Arab fighters who bore the epi-
thet Hamra’ appeared on the scene in Egypt, though their ethnic ori-
gin has not been unequivocally established. One version establishes
that they entered Egypt with the occupation army under ‘Amr b. al-‘As
and that some were of Greek-Byzantine origin and others of Persian
origin. According to another version, they were originally descendants
of the Persians that were in Yemen. The Persian and Greek commu-
nities among the Hamra’, each obtained a separate quarter within the
garrison town of Fustat and were treated like the fighters who origi-
nated in the Arab tribes.'*

VI

In a letter sent by ‘Abd al-Allah b. al-Zubayr to the Umayyad caliph
Mu‘awiya, he complained that Mu‘awiya’s slaves who had been work-
ing a parcel of land next to a plot owned by Ibn al-Zubayr, had
scuffled with his own slaves. Among other things, he writes derisively:
Jagad galabtana bi humranika wa sidanik (“you have already overcome us
thanks to your Humran and Sidan”).'® Al-Gahiz refers to these two
terms in a treatise, establishing that the expression Sidan is a generic
term including all Negroes, both Ethiopian and Sudanese.'* Slaves and
prisoners of war from these ethnic groups were constantly streaming

12 Ancab, IVa, 216; Tab., 11, 118.
129 Tab. 11, 148.

10 Tab., I, 2261.

3 Jbid., 11, 2473.

132 Tbn ‘Abd al-Hakam, 129.

133 Ansab, IVa, p. 42.

3% Rasa’il, 1, 210.
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into the Islamic state, whether by way of the slave trade'® or as a
result of military raids into the regions bordering upon the Muslim
territory, in which prisoners of war were taken by way of pacts made
with the inhabitants of these regions."*® The overwhelming majority of
these slaves were absorbed in domestic service or agricultural work, as
we have already seen. But certain other groups were used for military
purposes. As such, they were given a separate quarter in Basra.'”” But
there is little available information as to their military performance, or
whether or not they were under separate command, or the nature of
their missions.

In contrast with these, there was a fighting unit made up of Ethiop-
ians which served in the ranks of Ibn al-Zubayr during the siege which
the Syrian army laid upon Mecca, where he entrenched himself during
the uprising.'® Later this unit was transferred to the army of Mus‘ab, the
brother of the insurgent, who was active in another part of Iraq.'*

There was a unit of Sadan which belonged to Marwan b. al-Hakam,
the governor of Madina during the reign of Mu‘awiya.'® The army
sent by Yazid b. Mu‘awiya to put down the riots that broke out in
Madina in the year 682/63, included a large number of Sadan who
apparently belonged to the diwan; after the defeat of the people of
Madina, the army was given a free hand to do as they wished with
the inhabitants and their property."*' As a result, 800 babies were born
nine months later, who became known as awlad al-Harra.'*? The Sidan,
and particularly the Ethiopians among them, were experts at javelin-
throwing, or mizrag. When the Ethiopian unit under the command of
Mus‘ab b. al-Zubayr failed to resist the Syrian army and were forced
to retreat from their positions, they blamed their failure on the pre-
text that they had not been able to fight an open battle using the con-
ventional weapons of the day, since their expertise was throwing javelins
and thus overcoming the enemy while he was in retreat.'*® The infamous
Ethiopian slave who according to Arab literature was the murderer of

' Ibn Butlan, Nawadir, 1, pp. 352-89.

1% al-Amwal, 215, 266-7.

%7 Tanzimat, p. 87.

% fnsab, V, 360-361.

139 Ansab, IVb, 51.

190 ol-“Utmaniyya, 237.

" Rasa’il, 1, 201.

2 Yaqut, II, 249; Ibn Tagri Bardi, I, 160-161.
'3 Ansab, IVDb, 51; Ibn Hillikan, VI, 36.
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Hamza, the uncle of the Prophet, at the battle of Uhud, supposedly
used the same type of weapon, known as the farba.'*

VII

In the words of praise attributed by al-Gahiz to the orator at
Hurasaniyya, who was actually of the second generation of those known
as al-Abna’'* the orator glorifies the loyalty of the soldiers of this
army to the ‘Abbasid dynasty and enumerates their prominent mili-
tary achievements. Among these he refers to their crushing victory over
the private militias that were in the service of the last of the Umayyad
rulers, Marwan IL. In this context, he mentions the names of four such
militias: al-Sahsahiyya, al-Daliqiyya, al-Dakwaniyya, and al-Rasidiyya.'*

As for the third group, al-Dakwaniyya, this militia was linked to the
name of the prince and warrior Sulayman b. Hi§am, son of Hifam,
the Marwanid caliph (723-742/105-125) and numbered some 5000 sol-
diers,'"” most of whom were mawalf, not of Arab origin.!*® There is
also indirect evidence that they belonged to the mawali. One such piece
of evidence proves that there were Sidan among them, of Ethiopian
origin.'*® The methods by which they were enlisted were no different
from the methods that were common for the enlistment of other eth-
nic militia during the Umayyad period.”® It is very reasonable to
assume that their master. Sulayman b. Hisam, had a principal posi-
tion in the enlistment and consolidation of this unit, since he was
appointed governor at Raqqa in 727/120"' and approximately ten
times was placed in charge of the two-year campaigns against Byzantine
territory, known as the sa’#fa campaigns.’®? But there is no evidence
that it was he who founded this militia. On the contrary: There exists
a tradition according to which the Dakwaniyya was founded by the

'* Ibn Sa‘d, II, 49; Ibn Hisam, 590.

15 Sharon M., pp. 105-143.

46 al-Gahiz, “manaqib al-turk”, pp. 175-6.

47 Shaban, 165; P. Crone, p. 53 (n. 393); Tab., II, 1834.

8 Tab., II, 1890.

9 Jbid., 11, 1912.

%0 There is no evidence in the sources that the retinues of the Dakwaniyya were
recruited from the mawals of al-Gazira (Mesopotamia) as suggested by Shaban, lc. cit.

¥ al-Azdi, p. 40.

152 Tbn ‘Asakir, VI, 288-9; Ibn Hayyat, II, 508, 517, 520, 526, 528; Tab., II, 1561,
1573, 1588, 1635, 1727.
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caliph and father, HiSam, as one may understand from the reports of
Baladuri."®

As a separate militia, the Dakwaniyya had a separate command.
Mentioned as the bearer of this post is the name of Muslim b. Dakwan,'**
who evidently gave his name to the militia. Another commander whose
name is mentioned in connection with the command over this militia,
was the mawla of Sulayman b. Hi$am, named Badr al-Dakwani, who
was placed in charge of Sulayman’s militia on behalf of al-Dahhak al-
Harigi, after Sulayman and his mawali joined the harigi rebellion.'

Al-Dakwaniyya was particularly active in the third civil war follow-
ing the murder of al-Walid by Yazid, they were fighting alongside their
master Sulayman, in the opposition against the imperial army of Caliph
Marwan, and later in the ranks of the jawanyg after their longtime mas-
ter changed sides and became loyal to the insurgent harigi leader.'™®

After the departure of Sulayman b. Hi§am from the scene in the
wake of the victory of Marwan over the jawarg in 745/128," the al-
Dakwaniyya militia appears among the ranks of Caliph Marwan b.
Muhammad, at the battle of al-Zab, in which its fate was sealed, as was
that of the Umayyad dynasty, which withdraw in favor of the oppos-
ing house of ‘Abbas.!*®

The change that took place in the stance of this militia does not
represent a change in loyalty from one master to another. Rather, as
mawali to the former caliph Hifam b. ‘Abd al-Malik (as most of them
were), they owed their loyalty to the current ruler, and when he died,
their loyalty went to the new ruler. What is more, being the mawal
of a certain Umayyad prince, they felt and acted, as prescribed by
law, loyal to the entire house of Umayya.'*

The very fact that the speaker at Hurasaniyya mentioned the names
of only four militias that fought alongside Marwan at the battle of

133 “fa-ballafa fikima Sulayman qawman min al-Dakwaniyya, wa-aktaruhum mawali Hisam”.
Ansab, MS, 11, fol. 178a. (“Then Sulayman left in them a group of al-Dakwianiyya, of
which the majority were Hisam’s mawali).

'** Tab., II, 1833. He was a freedman (mawla ‘ataga) of the Umayyad caliph Yazid
b. al-Walid, who was known as al-nagis. Tab., II, 1852-3.

1% al-Azdi, 70.

1% Tab., II, 1830, 1833, 1908, 1909, 1910, 1892, 1913; al-Azdi, pp. 68-76.

157 al-Azdi, p. 76.

18 Tab., III, 40.

15 On the hereditary loyalty of the mawii consult the passage: ‘Arab and ‘Agam in
Goldziher, vol. 1, pp. 101-104.
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al-Zab, indicates the degree of prestige these militias enjoyed. As already
mentioned, one of the four was al-Sahsahiyya, which indeed fought in
this battle within the ranks of Marwan.'®® Shortly before that battle,
this militia had appeared in the Persian town of Isbahan under the
command of Malik b. Adham al-Bahili,'®! having arrived there during
the chase organized by Marwan against the remnants of the forces of
al-Dahhak, after the latter had been murdered. To this end he chose
three of his most senior commanders, whom he placed in charge of
three separate units of horsemen. He then sent these units as rein-
forcement to Ibn Dubara, another commander, who was engaged in
combat activity in Iraq against the aforementioned fawarig. One of the
three senior commanders was an Arab by the name of Mus‘ab b. al-
Sahsah. According to one version, Marwan placed a thousand horse-
men at the disposal of each of the commanders,'® while a different
version quotes this figure at 10,000 horsemen each.'® The pursuit of
the pawarig took a long time, since Marwan’s order was to chase them
wherever they went and not to let them get away. In the course of
the chase, the pawang were driven away from Iraqi territory and pene-
trated deep into the mountainous region of Persia, but Marwan’s
forces did not cease the chase, and the insurgents departed from
Persja.'®

It is not impossible, therefore, that this group of Sahsahiyya that
appeared on the scene at Isbahan despite the fact that they were not
under the command of Ibn al-Sahsah, reached that town in the course
of pursuing the gawarg, and that their commander, Ibn al-Sahsah, had
been forced to leave them in Persia and return to Marwan as part of
his redeployment plan in light of the Si‘ite-‘Abbasid rebellion at Hura-
san under the leadership of Abt Muslim.

As for the identity and ethnic affiliation of the Sahsahiyya, it is clear
that some of them were mawali and there is reason to assume that
they, too, included Arab recruits from among the inhabitants of al-
Gazira. This assumption is based on Hisam’s policy of increasing his
number of fighters in light of the military pressure being imposed from
outside, a policy which Marwan was obliged to enforce.'® Given this

160 Tab., III, 40.

160 Ibid., 111, 2.

192 al-Azdi, pp. 75-6; Ansab, MS II, fol. 178b.
163 Tab., II, 1945.

164 Jbid., 11, 1945.

165 Shaban, 162.
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framework, it is not impossible that Arab fighters were enlisted from
among the Tamimi sub-tribe Bana Sa‘d, fighters who became known
as Sahsahiyyin.'®® Whether the Sahsahiyya militia took its name from
this epithet or from the name of one of its commanders, Mus‘ab b.
al-Sahsah, the origin of this name will remain a mystery until new
material is discovered.

In one of the historical poems of the poet Garir which denounces
his colleague and adversary al-Farazdaq, Garir lauds the role played
by one of the Berber commanders, named al-Waddah, in furthering
the esteem of Islam and praises the gihad wars he led.'” This al-Waddah
was a mawla of Caliph ‘Abd al-Malik and commander of the al-
Waddahiyya militia which bore his name.'® This unit took part in
putting down the Iraqi rebellion which broke out in 720/102 under
the leadership of Yazid b. al-Muhallab. In the decisive battle that devel-
oped between the Syrian army and the rebels, it was al-Waddah and
his unit who undertook the complex and dangerous mission of cross-
ing the river in full sight of the enemy in order to burn the bridge.
When al-Waddah had completed this mission, panic and disconcert-
ment struck the rebels, whose escape route had been blocked. This
greatly aided the victory of the Syrian army.'® Al-Waddah was some-
times placed in charge of the sa’ifa campaigns, and fulfilled his mis-
sion successfully.'’® It was perhaps for this reason that Caliph Hisam
gave him the task in 724/106 of setting out on reprisal missions in
the heart of Byzantine territory, which he penetrated deeply, burning
crops, farms, and villages of the Byzantines.'”!

From the moment it was founded by ‘Abd al-Malik, the Waddahiyya
continued to exist throughout almost the entire Umayyad period: it
appears together with the army of the last Umayyad caliph, Marwan
b. Muhammad, in 744/127, when the latter besieged the town of Hims
(Emessa), whose inhabitants joined the Great Revolt in which all inhab-
itants of Greater Syria (ahl al-§am) took part. Al-Waddahiyya were the
first to break through into the besieged city. They numbered about
3,000 horsemen. But their commander was not al-Dahhak, but his son,
‘Amr,'” who had evidently taken command in his father’s stead, since

1% Tbn Durayd, 258.

7 Diwan Garir, 1, 473; Naga’id, 995.
168 Ansab, MS., II, fol. 108b.

16 Tab., II, 1401-3.

10 Ibid., 11, 1306.

7 al-Ya‘qibi, II, 328.

172 Tab., II, 1893.
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al-Dahhak had either grown old or died. From there, Marwan sent
‘Amr b. al-Waddah and another commander, together with a large
force, to put down the rebellion in Damascus and the surrounding
region. This mission, too, was completed with great success.'”

The induction of Berbers became a tradition in the Umayyad dynasty.
From the earliest conquests in the region, the Muslims would impose
upon residents who had not converted to Islam (which was true, as
we know, of the overwhelming majority of the Berbers) an annual trib-
ute collected in the form of young men and women in lieu of the nor-
mal poll tax.' This was also the practice in other areas and with
regard to other ethnic communities.'”™ But this levy was not intensive
and did not include all sectors of the population in question. More
serious for the Berbers was the so-called ragig al-fums, (or “one-fifth
levy”, kana al-wuldt qabla Hiam yuhammisina al-barbar; man lam yushim
minfum) which the rulers preceding Hifam would carry out on the non-
Muslim Berber population.'”®

Mawili were sometimes purchased ad hoc when a need for man-
power arose. One example of this was the order sent by Caliph al-
Walid I to his representative in Egypt, that 2,000 men and women be
sent to him from among the Egyptian Copts."”” The almost incessant
supply of slaves, obtained using these methods or others, made it easy
for the caliphs and princes of the dynasty to enlist fighters and estab-
lish private and imperial militia at their discretion. The sources reveal
various types of such militias which were sometimes identifiable by the
specific names they bore, as explained above. Generally, however, they
were known as “the mawali of so-and-so”.'’®

173 Ibid., 11, 1894.

" Futih, 265; Ya‘qubi, II, 156; al-Amwal, 267; al-Daha’ir, 15.

15 Futih, 245, 280, 281.

1% al-Qayrawant, 109.

177 Ibid., 66.

' One can find numerous groups of such mawali linked to the names of the vari-
ous rulers, regents or princes of the ruling dynasty. The outstanding examples are the
following: “mawali”, Ansab, V, 301-302, there were about 10,000 men at the battle of
Marg-Rahit, Naqa’id Gartr, p- 15. Sometimes we see the “fispan Mu‘Gwiya” numbered
4000 men, 7ab., 1, 3091. Or “Mawali ‘Abd al-Malik”, Futith, 190. Or “Mawal Hisam”,
Ibn al-Abbar, I, 34. Or “Mawal al-‘Abbéas b. al-Walid”, Tbn ‘Asakir, MS. fol. 468a. Or
“mawali al-Miswar”, Ansab, IVb, 48. In some cases, the recruited militias got their names
from the name of their homeland or from their previous legal status, as one can learn
from the names of the following: “ragig “Utman”, who were recruited from the ranks
of the prisoners of war brought from the front to Madina, Tab., I, 2988. Or “gilman
Utman”, al-‘Isami, II, 403. Or, “fiyan ‘Abd al-Malik”, i.e., the freedmen of ‘Abd al-
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During the reign of Hisam, the Siite revolt broke out, associated
with the name of Zayd b. ‘Ali. Kiafa was the arena of this rebellion.
In the course of the encounter with the rebels, the horsemen of the
Syrian garrison were repelled by the rebels. The commander of the
Syrian units requested the intervention of the archers, al-nasiba, who
quickly arrived. These were the bowmen of the unit known as Qiganiyya,
under the command of a man named Sulayman b. Kaysan, a freed
man of the Kalb tribe. They were 300 in number, all archers, and
their intervention in the campaign put an end to the rebels’ resistance,
since the leader of the rebellion was struck by an arrow in the head
and died shortly thereafter.'” The name Qlqaniyya attests simultane-
ously to the country of origin and ethnic identity of this group, who
had come from Qiqan in the Sind region of India,'® the inhabitants
of which belonged to the Zutt.'®

Another ethnic unit in Marwan b. Muhammad’s army was that of
the Saqaliba, freed slaves of Slavic origin who had been enlisted from
among the non-Arab elements in Antakya and the surrounding region.
The commander of this unit, named Sulsag, took part in putting down
the uprisings that had broken out against Marwan in Syria.'®? Other
Slavic units were stationed by him as garrisons in the outlying towns
bordering on Byzantium.'®® Marwin apparently had great and uncon-
ditional faith in these Slavs: he trusted them as his personal guards;
furthermore, he appointed one of them, a man by the name of Suqlab,
to be his chamberlain.'®

From the earliest days of the Umayyad dynasty in power, a cavalry
unit called rabita was established in Iraq to deal with the sudden upris-
ings by the fawang. The first to establish this unit was Mu‘awiya’s rep-
resentative in ‘Iraq, Governor Ziyad. The unit consisted of some 500
men, based in the area of the mosque, under a separate command.'®
Evidently, as the danger posed by the jawaryg increased on the one
hand, and their uprisings became more frequent on the other, it became

Malik, Ansab, V, 300. Or “farganiyyat ‘Abd al-Malik”, those who came from Fargana in
Central Asia, al-Bidaya, IV, 28.

179 Tab., II, 1708; Magatil, 141, 137; Ibn al-Atir, IV, 246.

® Yaqat, IV, 423.

81 Futih, 544.

8 Tab., 11, 1910.

83 Futih, 177, 197.

18 Ansab, 11, 121.

18 Ansah, IVa, 192.
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necessary to streamline and improve the operation of these units. To
this end, a special framework was established, headed by a military
commander known as sghib al-rawabit. Several such units were estab-
lished in sensitive places, none of which numbered more than 500
horsemen and each of them under a separate commander. These units
became a separate entity during the reign of HiSam b. ‘Abd al-Malik,
although they did exist during the reign of earlier caliphs.'® Toward
the end of the dynasty’s dominion, these units increased in number,
and the number of horsemen assigned to each unit doubled to 1,000
men. In Mesopotamia alone there were seven or eight such units, all
commanded by ‘Abdallah b. Marwan, son of the last caliph.'®’

In an utterance attributed to Abii Ga‘far al-Mansar, the ‘Abbasid
caliph (736-58/753-74), Abii Ga‘far refers to the rulers of the Umayyad
dynasty, singling out only three of them whom he considered worthy
of being called kings in every sense of the word. Among these three
he mentions HiSam, adding: -“whose mawali would do anything for
him”, wa-kafahu mawalih.'® Summarizing his remarks on this caliph, he
says, inter alia, that he enlisted many fighters for himself, wa istanaa al-
nigal.'® In other words, he established fighting units from among the
mawali. This reminds us of the combat units of the princes in the pro-
tectorates (Hira), which were known as al-Sana’'®

Mawalt were acquired extensively during the Umayyad period. They
were thought of as an additional force, more reliable and safer than
the Arab tribesmen, whose loyalty to the rulers was doubtful at best
because their true loyalty lay solely with their tribes. The rulers from
the house of Umayyad were aware of the waywardness that charac-
terized the tribesmen, and therefore did not think twice about pur-
chasing mawali, whom they considered an alternative that was more
loyal, more gracious, and more indebted.”! Furthermore, Arab litera-
ture emphasizes and even lauds the unconditional obedience and loyalty
of the mawali toward their masters.'”? A quotation has been preserved,

1% Ibn Sa‘d, VII (2), 67; al-Gamhara, MS, fol. 140a; Ansab, MS, IL. fol. 680b.

17 al-Azdi, 69, 75-6; Tab., II, 1945.

1% Ibn al-Abbar, I, 34.

18 al-Mas‘adi, V, 466.

% MJ. Kister, “al-Hira”, Arabica, 15 (2) 1968, pp. 143-169.

" Once Mu‘awiya sent a letter to his deputy in Iraq, Ziyad, in which he com-
plained of the ill treatment of his relatives. In his response, Ziyad says: “alayka bi-al-
mawdli, fa-innahum ansaru wa-agfaru wa-askar”. Ansab, IVa, p. 23.

192 See for example the commentary of al-Gahiz concerning their obedience and loy-
alty. Rasa’il, vol. 1, pp. 28, 30.
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attributed to one of the members of the ruling nobility, in which the
mawali, particularly the private military units, are described as a fortress
in which shelter may be found in times of danger.'?

The Umayyads thought of the private militias that had been enlisted
from among the mawalt as an additional measure of power and strength,
which in turn boosted their own self-confidence and their ability to
cope with the high-spirited temperament of the tribesmen. This is the
interpretation given by the Abti Tammam to the step taken by ‘Ubayd
Allah b. Ziyad in enlisting the Buhariyya.'* In a speech given by
Qutayba b. Muslim, the military commander and governor of the east-
ern province during the reign of ‘Abd al-Malik, Qutayba refers specific-
ally to the valor and strength provided by the units of the Sugd that
were subordinate to him. He considered them a counterforce offsetting
all the tribesmen in the province, who were estimated to number tens
of thousands of fighting men.'®

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

Abu Tammam = Nagaid Garir wa-al-Aptal (ed. A. Salihani al Yasu'i, Beirut 1922).

Abu Yusuf = al-Harag (4th ed. Cairo 1392 H.).

Ag. = Abu al-Farag al-Isfahani, Kuab al-agani (ed. Bulaq, Cairo 1285 H.).

al-Ahbar al-tiwal = al-Dinawari, al-Ahbar al-tiwal (ed. ‘Amir and al-Sayyal, Teheran
1960).

Amwal = al-Qasim b. Sallam, al-Amwal (ed. M. Harras, Cairo 1968).

Ansab MS = al-Baladuri, Ansab al-asraf, MS. ‘Ashir Efendi, nos. 597, 598,
Sulaymaniyya, Istanbul.

Ansab (III) = (ed. ‘Abd al-‘Aziz al-Duri, Beirut 1978).

Ansab (IVa) = (ed. MJ. Kister, Jerusalem 1971).

Ansab IV pt. 1) = (ed. Ihsan ‘Abbas, Beirut 1979).

Ansab (IVb) = (ed. M. Schloessinger, Jerusalem 1978).

Ansab (V) = (ed. 8.D. Goitein, Jerusalem 1936).

‘Athamina, Hifam =  The Umayyad Caliph Hisham b. ‘Abd al-Malik (Unpublished disserta-

tion in the Hebrew University 1981).

19% al-Qayrawani, 138, “hum hisnun land”.

1% “ittahada minhum ind ‘aSara alfan ya‘izzubihim”, Nag@’id Garir, 7; al-Imama wa-al-siyasa,
II, 21-22.

1% Ya‘qabr, II, 295; Futih, 520.
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KHALIL ‘ATHAMINA

Arab Settlement During the Ummayad Caliphate, Jerusalem
Studies in Arabic and Islam, 8(1986), pp. 185-207.
The Sources of Baladhuri’s Ansab al-ashraf, Jerusalem
Studies in Arabic and Islam, 5(1984), pp. 257-262.
The Socio-Politwal Aspects of Diwan al-‘atd’, Jerusalem
Studies in Arabic and Islam, 14(1981), pp. 1-39.
Tarih al Mawsil (ed. A. Habiba, Cairo 1967).
Turkistan Douwn to the Mongol Invasion (2nd ed. London
1928).

al-Gahiz, al-Bayan wa-al-tabyin (ed. A. Harin, 4th
ed., Cairo 1975).

Ibn Katir, al-Bidaya waal-Nikaya (ed. Cairo 135 H.).
al-Gahiz, al-Bursan wa-al-‘urgan (ed. M. Murst al-
Hali, Beirut 1972).

Slaves On Horses, The Evolution of the Islamic Polity,
Cambridge 1981.

al-Rashid b. al-Zubayr, al-Dakha@’ir wa-al-tuhaf (ed.
M. Hamid Allah, Kuwait 1959).

(ed. Nu‘mén Taha, Cairo 1971).

Fred M. Donner, The Early Islamic Conquests,
Princeton, 1981.

al-Baladhuri, Futith al-buldan (ed. Munaggid, Cairo
1956-7).

Muslim Studies, vol. 1 (tr. C.R. Barber and S.H.
Stern), London 1967.

Tarikh sintyy mulitk al-ard waal-anbiya’ (ed. Calcutta
1866).

al-Gahiz, al-Hayawén (ed. A. al-Salam Hariin, 3rd
ed., Beirut 1969).

(tr. C.E. Bosworth, State University of New York
1991).

al-Hilla al-siyar@® (ed. Husayn Mu’nis, Cairo 1963).
Tarih madinat Dimasg (ed. A. Badram, 2nd ed.,
Beirut 1979).

al-Kamil fi al-tarih (ed. Beirut, 4th ed. 1983).

“Fi $ira al-ragig”, Nawadir al-maftitat (ed. A. al-
Salam Hariin, 2nd ed., Cairo 1972, pp. 352-89).
al-Istigaq (ed. A. al-Salam Harin, 2nd ed., Baghdad
1979).

Sirat al-nabiyy (ed. M.M. ‘Abd al-Hamid, Cairo 1963).
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Gambarat al-nasab (edR: Naji Hasan, Beirut 1986).

Tarth Halifa b. Hayyat (ed. Suhayl Zakkar, Cairo 1967).
Wayafat al-avan (ed. 1. ‘Abbas, Beirut 1978).

Wag‘at siffin (ed. A. al-Salam Haruin, 2nd ed., Cairo 1962).
al-Shi'r wa-al-shu‘ara® (ed. MJ. de Goeje, Leiden 1904).

Kutab al-tabagat (ed. E. Mittwoch and E. Sachau, Leiden 1917).
al-Nyam al-zahira (ed. Dar al-kutub, reprinted Cairo 1963).
al-Imama wa-al-syyasa, pseudo Ibn Qutayba (ed. Cairo 1969).
Simt al-nugam al-‘awali (ed. Cairo 1380 H.)

“az-Qutt”, proceedings of the Arabic Language Colloquium,
Cairo 1959.

Ibn al-Kalbi, Gamharat al-nasab MS, British Mus. no. 23297 Or.
Mafatih al-‘ulim (ed. Beirut n.d.).

Hitat al-Basra wa-mantigatiha, Baghdad 1986.

“al-Hira”, ARABICA, 15(2) 1968, pp. 143-169.

Lisan al-‘arab (ed. Beirut 1968).

Ibn Qutayba, al-Ma‘arif (ed. T. ‘Ukasa, 2nd ed. Cairo 1969).
al-Gahiz, “mandgib al-Turk”, Rasa’il al-Gahiz (ed. A. al-Salam
Hariin, Cairo 1964, 1979).

Abi al-Faraj al-Isfahani, Magatil al-talibiyyin (ed. A. Saqr, 2nd
ed. Cairo 1970).

Murij al dhahab (ed. C. Barbier de Meynard, Paris 1861).
al-Ahkam al-sultaniyya (ed. Cairo, 1248/1880).

ol Kamil fi al-luga (ed. S. Sihata, Cairo n.d.)

Naga’id Jarir wa-al-Farazdag of Abii ‘Ubayda, (ed. A.A. Bevan,
Leiden 1905-1912).

Tarth Bupara (tr. from Persian and ed. by A. Badawi and
N. Tirazi, Cairo 1965).

Le mileu Basrien et la formation de Jahiz (Paris 1950).

Amali al-Qalt (ed. Cairo 1926).

al-Fayruzabadi, al-Qamiis al-muhit (ed. Cairo n.d.).

Tarth ifrigiyya wa-l-magrib (ed. N. al-Ka’bi, Tunus 1968).

G. Rotter, Jur Uberligferung einiger historischer Werker Madaini’s in
Tabaris Annalen, Oriens, 23-24 (1974) 103-133.

Islamic History pt. 1 (tr. Beirut 1983).

M. Sharon, The Military Reforms of Abit Muslim, Studies in Islamic
History and Civilization in Honour of David Ayalon, Jerusalem
1986.

al-Tabarl, Tarikh al-rusul wa-al-mulitk (ed. MJ. de Goeje, Leiden
1879-1901).
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Tag = al-Gahiz, ol-T3j fi akhlaq al-malik (ed. A. Zaki Bascha Cairo,
1914).

Tag al-‘ariis = al-Zabidi, Taj al-‘ariis fi shark al-gamis (ed. Cairo n.d.).

Tanbih = Mas‘adi, al-Tanbih waal-ishraf (ed. MJ. de Geoje, Leiden 1894).

Tanzimat = Ahmad Salih al-‘Ali, al-Tanzimat al-igtmayya fi al-Basra, Beirut 1969.

‘Utmaniyya = al-Gahiz, al-Uthmanipya (ed. A. al-Salam Hariin, Beirut 1991).

Usd = Ibn al-Agir, Usd al-gaba (ed. Cairo n.d.).

‘Uyan al-ahbar = Ibn Qutayba, ‘Uyin al-ahbar (ed. Cairo 1963).

Wellhausen = Julius, The Arab Kingdom and its Fall (tr. into Arabic by Y. al-‘Ishsh,

Damascus 1956).
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