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Ylishaq Rabin/ Defence Minlster
Ministry of Delence

Tel-Aviv

FAX. NO. 03-6982767

Ref: 1730
27 May 1993

RE- TRAVEL PERMIT FOR GAZA UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Deoar Mr. Rabin,

I am wrlling you regarding a problem laced by a number of students who
reside In the Gaza Strip and study at the West Bank universities. The following are
delalls of the Issus:

[ 1] A total of 781 Gaza students ara curently enrolled in 5 Weslt Bank universities.
Thek disibution 1 as follows:

Universlty Number of Students
Bir-Zell 314

Najgh 287

Bethiehem 104

AlKhalll 8

Al-Quds 50

[2] Some of thede sludents are curently Inside the West Bank. While they hava
permits to be In the West Bank, they cannot go to the Gaza Stip because fhey
have no permits i pass through lsrael. Some of the students In this category have
bled lo obtain pbrmits at the Ramaliah Clvil Administation. However they were
tuned away by the officials in charge who Informed them that they should turn to
the Gaza Civll Adinistration which they cannol reach;

[3] Many of the bludents are currently in the Gaza Strip and they ere unable to
come to the Wast Bank becausa they have no permit lo enter Israel on their way to
the West Bank.

[4] The Al-Adha feast will be on 31 May 1893 and the Gaza students need to po
back to their homes in order to celebrate the hollday with their families. However,
there Isdan guaranlee that they wil be able lo come back to thekr universilies
alterwar ds.

Went Bask Affiliate. Inl¢1aaviaas] Commisston of Jurisne - Oeneva Ler - Wt ity )
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(5] An unknown number of lecturera and prolesgors who come from the Gaza Strip
and teach at West Bank universitles face a similar problem.

The above-mentioned problems are a direct result of the procedires and
declisions relating to oblaining such permils. Al-Haq hae found these procedures lo
Le unclear, urreasonable and overlly beawocralic, and totally subject to the
arbitrary decislong of officers In charge, who reject applicatons without stating
18a80NS.

Wae wished 1o bring this important matter to your attention, and request that
you use your offices to guarantee that all students can exerclse thek right to
education, and that all measures and procedures related to movement be adjusted
to maximize the exerclse of this right for Gaza students as a particular Issue of
concen

The problem faced by the Gaza students constitules an Infingement on both
thek freedom of movement (Art. 13 (1) of the UDHR) and their polential access to
higher education (Art. 26 of the UDHR).

Therelore, the Gaza students and professors should be allowed to go back to
the Gaza Sylp and thelr return to their universities at the West Bank should also be

guarantead.
Nespestully yours
“u/.m\; .ry((dm to
“-Ldgal Seevize Uyt
.
e

1. Danl Rotschild/ Coordinator of the Teritories
2. Colonel Moshe Rosenberg/ The Lagal Advisor at the Civil Administration
3. Ahaz Ban Arl/ Head of the Dept. of International Law at the Defence Minlstry

e
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Foreign &k
§ June 1994 Commonwealth
Office

Ron Davies MP
House of Commons
LONDON

SH1A OAA Minls

/M%’c

Thank you for your letter of 27 May to the Foreign Secratary
coyering one from your constifusnt Mg 3 Smith of

' about Bir Zait University. I
am raplying as Minister responsible for the Middle East.

Londun SWIA 2AH

of Rete

Our staff in the Consulate-Gemeral in Jerusalem have baen
following this case carafully. As far as they are aware there
is now a dialogue between the Israeli authorities and those at
Bir zZeit.University which should lead, I hope 8scon, to the
issuing of 1300 permits for the students described ln the
eaflet "education under threat”. The Consulate-General are
making further detalled enquiries about the students who were
detained on 28 April, and I shall write to you further when
these details become clear.

We, along with our European Partnera, regularly raise the
issue of freedom of movement in the Occupied Territories with

the Israelis.
nlydmt. a copy of which haa

I am returning your constit
bean retained for our f£i

Douglas Hogg

o\
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29 June 1994 Foreign &
Commonwealth

Ron Davies MP Office
louse of Commony
LONDON London SWIA RAH

SW1A OAA
Minfater of State

/%,( =2

Xi:\ my lotter ug 8 June I promised further details of the
situation at B zelt University ra by your constituent
Mo B Smith of IS Road,

All the students detained on 28 April referred to by your
constituent have now been released, although all were fined.
They have baen roturned to Gaza., The isgua of permits for the
1300 Gazan students to Bir Zeit University to which your
constituent referred has now been resolved, with permits baing
{spued to the students for various lengths of time. But the
delay has resultaed in the loss of study time for those
stulents affected.

We continue to be ooncarnad by the economic and social
congequences of the regtrictions on movement batween the West
Bank, Gaza Strip and East Jerusalem, including for the
gtudents at Bir Zeit. Access to work in Israel is an
idportant alement of the Palastinian economy. We and our EU
partnars have raised our concerns repeatedly with the Israeli
authorities, most recently in Brussels on 8 June, and will

igned by Israal and the PLO in Cairo on 4 May
fa passage betwaen Gaza and Jericho for

Wo welcome Israeli withdrawal from
them in acoordance with the Gaza Jericho Agreement, and look
focward to the sarly transter of powers to the Palgstinians in
the rest of tha Wast pank and frgedo movement betwaen the

West Bank and Gaza.

The agreement 3
provides ror sa
rosidents of these areas.

=
=

Doug1ae~W0g9

CAt
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E1ADASST OF ISRAEL AT
2PALACE GREEN b
LONDON. W8 «0B
Tissnow 011 937 38550
Fae 011152 0083

30 June 1994

Mr Bob Parry MP
House of Commons
London SW1A OAA

Dews - /wy

Thank you for your letter of 23 Hay 1994, which was brought to
the attentlon of tha Coordlnator of Governmert Operations in
Judea, Samaria and Gaza. They have furnished me with the
following information, whicn I hope will answer your concerns in
this matter.

There are today 1,300 students from Gaza who are studying in the
West Bank, in institutions of further education all of which
were set up by the Israeli Government Civil Administration since
1967. This academlc year, those Gazan students who obtained
security clearance and who gave a coomitment to sppropriate
behaviour while they are in the West Bank will be able to
complete their entire courss of studies.

In thn past, Gazan students had to apply for a permit to travel
to study In the West Bank from the local offices of the Civil
Administration. After security checks were made, they received a
personal pernit, which waa rollowed by an appllcation to tha
offices in the Hest Bank to obtain another permit allowing them
to etay there during their study time.

Since the Gaza-Jericho ngreement was signed on May 4th 1994, the
first permit is isoued by the Palestinian Authority In Gcaza
directly to the Liasing and coordination unit at the Erez
checkpoint, where {t may be collected by the individual student.
It is possible that this new arrangement, along with extra
checks and new criterim demanded by the Palestinian Authority
has created further obstacles for the students in gaining access
to thelr universities.

/\/,a,u /1'*'6“16
ol i

Hoshe Raviv
Anbassador of Israel o
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ABASSY OF ISRAEL

PALACE GREEN
LONDON, W8 408
Talaphiana 071 981 7300
Fen 071,831 9555

Mr Mike Watson MP
House of Commons
London SW1A OAA

e for oo Ao

nava r
in tha
which
s abou

dated 185 July 1994, I
from the Spokesperson
of Judea and Samaria,
concarning the student

According to current regulat
strip who obtains permisel
obliged to report to tha OCL
the relavant district within
Judea-Samaria, in order to a
area.

tudent who tails to rep

{1legally staylng in th
{s 450 Shekals, and an

Any s
with
tine

In April 1994, atta
who consistently re
an oparation was

Purther to your latter to tha Civil Admin.

r repesated war
fused to report te
carried out

YK1DY mrnw
LIy

03 November 1994

lstration in Ramallah,
following information
Administration
your gquestlons

scaived the
offica of the Civil
I hope will answer
t whom you wrote!

from the Gaza
Judea-Samaria is
dninistration in
or &he antered
presence in the

fons, svery student
on to study in
ices of tha Clvil A
48 hours since he
pprove his or her

ort in this manner nay be charged
e area, a violation for which tho
imnedinte return to the Gaza strip.

nings to a number of students
the Clvil Administration
to enforce this law in tha

oftlices,

Abu Kash village near pir Zelt University, where many students
from the Gaza Strip 1ive. Durlng the operation, 29 gtudents wera
arrosted due to the fact that thay wera not nolding valld
permits. They were fined, and sent back to the Gaza Strip. Most
of thesa studonts have since returned to thelr studies this
gemester with valld pormits.

yo“,pl f""“C@“
}vo?{, ﬂ,,,l/

Moghe Raviv
/ nmbnsgador of Iscael
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British
Consulate-General
Jerusalem

Ld e anar 1394 Sheikh Jarrsh Quarner
T O Box 19690
aslem. 972
Mr Nigel Parvy Etetilevslom: 0 210
Public Relations Office Telephone 829281
Birzeit University Telex 26260 (/b 26260 UKIM 11)
West Bank Facsimale 122168

Ben Neg aﬂ/

Thank you for your letter of 12 November in which you raised the
issue of access to the West Bank for Gazan students.

At the e of the dispute in April/May 1994 over permits, we sdught
information from a number of Palestinian and International
institutions including the media, UNRWA and the HRAP in Birzeit
University. our colleagues at the British Embassy in Tel Aviv were
also in touch with the Israeli civil Administration.

Based on information from those sources (including telephone
conversations with HRAP), it was our understanding that the Israelis
did finally agree to grant permits to the 1300 in mid-June. The
problem was that by this time many of the students had lost almost
three months of classes. The University therefore organised
special classes over the summer and autumn to make up for lost time.

I agree with you that it is important for us to have access to the
most accurate information available. For this reason, we wi
continue to consult a range of Palestinian, Israeli and
international institutions for background information.

I note your final centence about continuing to inform us about the
situation facing Gazan students. 1 would he grateful to receive any
up-to-date information you or HRAP can provide about the current
situation facing Gazan students, and in particular the case of the
29 students arrested in April 1994.

As Mr Hogg said in his letter of 29 June, we remain concerned by the
social and economic consequences of the closure imposed on Gaza and
the West Bank. We have repeatedly raised our concerns with the
Israeli authorities and will continue to do so.

&m Mu‘%rgcﬁ-i taﬁ.‘

R J Dalton i
HM Consul General

oo
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EMBASSY OF ISRAEL
2 PALACE GREEN
LONDON, Wg 408
Telephone 071 937 9500
Fix 011957 955
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mns

12 December 1994
GBR 222.01

61102

Nigel Parry

Publlc Relations office
Birzeit University

BY FAX: 010 972 2 957656

Dear Mr Parry

Further ko my fax to you of 29 Novamber 1994, T have recently
received the following information which I believe will be of
intarast to you.

oOn December 7th, 1994, the Prime Minister and Minister of
Defence gave his approval for 200 Gazan students to continue
their studles at Bir Zelt Unlversity. Thisw was mode possible
only after recelving, a day earliaer, tha applications and
committments (which T outlined In my previous latter to you)
from the students, via the palestinian Authority, as agreed upon
during tha discussions of the Israeli-Palestinian cCoordinating
Committea Last week.

Therefora, as from Dacember 7th, the clvil Administration will
provide permits for these studants to antar the Hest Bank to
continue their studies. Thesa permits will be transterred to the
students via the Palestinlan Authorlty.

yours sincerely

e s

Amixr Malmon
second Secratary
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9 December 1994

Mr E Jenkinson Esq
FoBZU Co-ordinalor

Friends of Birzeit University
21 collingham Road

London

SW5 OHU

Dear Mr Jenkinsen,

asked to reply.

letter.
us shortly.

Gazan students as soon as we recelve k.

Yoy nnu,;l\)

Guy Pollarad

Near East and North Africa Department

Foreign &

Commonwealth
Office

Londan SWIA 2411

Tek phone 0171

Thank you for your letters dated 14 November to the
Minister of state,Douglas Hogg, and the Secretary of Stata about
permits for Gazan students to study in the West Bank. I have been

Our Embasay in Tel Aviv has asked the Civil Administration
in Ierael for clariflcation on the points you raise in your
Although they have been upable to to give any immediate
comment on the position of Gazan students wishing to study in the
West Bank they have promised to look into the matter and reply to

We will inform you of their answer to the question of

* Digitized by Birzeit University Library
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Forcign &
Commoenwealth
Olfice

6 January 1995 Landon SWIA 2AH
Mr E Jenkinson Enq THiphinarenyl
FoBZU Co-ordinator

Friende of Birzeit University

21 Collingham Road

London

SW5 ONU

Dear Mr Jenkinson,

Please refer to my letter of 9 December about
permits for Gazan students to study in the West Bank.

Our Embassy in Tel Aviv recelved contirmation on 22
December that on instructions from the Prime Minister‘s office
studente In Gaza wishing to pursue studies in the west Bank
would now be free to do 5o. Thay should obtain application
forms for the necessary pacses from the Palestinian Authority,
and return them completed to the latter who should forward them
to the Israel{ Authorities.

\'(bu ~4 s.-\u.nhl)’

o3 e

Giu‘] (D(/(Jv\_/
(//h

Guy Pollard

Near East and Morth Africa Department

LAY
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