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Abstract =
This study deals with the causes, effects, and manifestations of the Ruralization of Ramallah
and Al-Bireh cities, and the urbanization of Bitunia and Beitin towns as a case study. This

study aims to highlight the most important economic, social and cultural characteristics
related to Ruralization and urbanization in the scope of the study, to determine whether the
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cities of Ramallah and Al-Bireh are experiencing Ruralization, or whether the towns of
Beitunia and Beitin are experiencing Urbanization. As Well As to recognize the most
important motives that drive the population to migrate to the cities of Ramallah and Al-Bireh
or to the countryside. Moreover, to analyze the resulting effects thereof. This research adopts
several approaches mainly the descriptive approach, the field approach, the applied
quantitative approach, the comparative approach, and the analytical approach. The research
was based mainly on the field study through the random distribution of 560 surveys using the
snowball sampling method in Ramallah and Al-Bireh (ruralization), Betunia and Betin
(urbanization). The questionnaire was analyzed by using SPSS statistical program to be
processed using several statistical tests, in addition to the use of several research tools, mainly
Arc map 10.5, to obtain the required maps.
This study has several results and recommendations which can be taken into account to
enhance and develop the region and achieve a better reality and to limit problems. The most
significant of these results is that the economic characteristics are represented by the income
level and the urban characteristics are represented by the external surface of the houses, its
area and its number of floors. These are the most important factors that added the
characteristics of urbanization to both Betunia and Beitin, and accelerated the Urbanization of
Ramallah and Al-Bireh. In addition, external migrations also contributed to urban
transformations that led to the development and enhancement of the study scope. The cultural
and social characteristics have played a role in the sovereignty of some characteristics of the
Urbanization of the cities of Ramallah and Al-Bireh, especially in terms of the nature of the
relationship with the neighbors as well as family relationships the family. However, this does
not necessarily mean the dominance or Ruralization over the cities of Ramallah and Al-Bireh.
Although Ramallah and Al-Bireh are civilized urban communities, they were originally small
villages. In addition. Their characteristics of urbanization are not comparable to those
dominating Western societies or oil communities, where urbanization characteristics are more
obvious. Therefore, they are classified among the countries of early and sudden urbanization
because they witnessed a rapid urbanization trend without going through the industrialization
stage.
The trends of urban growth in the study scope were influenced by several factors, mainly the
political factors represented by the impact of the Zionist occupation, which limited the
Palestinian urban expansion and limited the possibility of development of the region. This
resulted in many environmental and social effects, which reflected were negatively on the
region.
Recommendations include the need for cooperation and coordination among all
municipalities, village councils and competent authorities in the region (Ramallah, Al-Bireh,
Beitunia and Beitin) in order to enhance them. As well as, to continue the process of
development and to be in line with the solution of the problems and challenges facing the
region.
Keywords: ruralization, urbanization, Internal Migration, Functional Composition, Urban,
Social and Cultural Characteristics.
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