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Abstract

This study aims to understand the basic reference behind mechanisms
the Lebanese political system uses on Palestinian refugees. Therefore,
the basic question delves in investigating whether Palestinian refugees
were ‘securitized” in Lebanon or not. The attempt to answer this
question relies mainly on four focus areas.

The first focus area deals with the security concept’s theories between
tradition and modernity to assert the use of the security methodology
in analysis instead of traditional methodology. Traditional
methodologies lack systematic approaches in dealing with a complex
situation that is loaded with concepts, realities and circumstances such
as the situation of Palestinian refugees in Lebanon. Additionally, the
first focus area deals with the exception theory- on a second level of
analysis- on the Palestinian refugees’ situation in Lebanon; to try to
understand the mechanisms and procedures used by the Lebanese
government toward Palestinian refugees.

The second chapter deals with the situation of Palestinian refugees;
i.e. with relation to the legal framework governing their existence,
their demographic distribution in Lebanon, the rights they enjoy
(employment, property, health, etc.) The latest legal and political
developments relating to the situation of Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon during the period under review were also studied.

To focus on the theoretical framework, the third focus area presented

an analysis of discourse, procedures and laws chosen per the “security
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and exclusion” methodologies. This analysis focused namely on the
legal, political and demographic background of Palestinian refugees in
Lebanon.

This study concludes with a set of conclusions addressed by the last
focus area; the Lebanese actors’ consensus on securitizing the
Palestinian refugee’s situation with various tools such as procedures,
laws and discourse in different aspects; economically, politically and
socially. This is done on multiple levels, different actors have different
approaches, for instance the Future Movement (Tayyar Al Mustagbal)
Is different with its security vision from Al-Marada or Al-Kata’eb.
Evidently, the process of Palestinian refugee securitization has also
led to refugee exclusion within different levels and areas - given the
different mechanisms used for each group of Palestinian refugees - the
exclusion is the same since Palestinians are subject to the same
decisions, procedures and laws. Palestinian residing in camps are
subject to extreme exclusion due to the poor environmental, social,
residential and security conditions inside the camp, while the
Palestinian living in Beirut or in any other city who are of better
income see a different side of exclusion; deprivation of education,
lack of mobility, inability to conduct freelance work or own property.
These factors relate to practical implementation, in terms of discourse
however, the Lebanese factions deal with Palestinian refugees as a
single security party, without offering a distinction between refugees.
This leads to regarding Palestinian refugees as a threat to the entire
Lebanese people’s entity and to land, a vision that was perhaps

reinforced by the previous Palestinian-Lebanese conflict. This
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approach has made the Palestinians' cause a permanent security issue
in Lebanon that ebbs and flows from time to time, a card used by
various parties as a pressure tool on opposing parties depending on

sectarian and feudal balances in Lebanon.
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