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Abstract

This study aims at deconstructing, to understand, the indicative structure of the
visual aspect contained within the Palestinian urban space. It assumes that the visual
aspect 1s constructed through formal and non-formal institutions, while focusing on
the liberating discourses adopted by those institutions in a colonial context. This
study will investigate the visual materials, mainly photos and pictures of martyrs as
individuals, considering their biological absence and their presence, as a state of
mind. It will therefore investigate authorities held by individuals representing the
institution, and the authority held by the political parties in the Palestinian public

space.

This study tries to understand the use of these visual materials within the society, and
how introduced within the public space, considering their constituents; textual
compositions; artistic compositions and the sociological indications pertaining to
them, all to investigate their agency to form a state of resistance; whether individual
or collective. It also tends to investigate their agency to form a discourse of collective
memory, inducing its meaning from its material representation. In addition, it studies

the extent to which this discourse stands against a colonial visual discourse.

Public monuments, and their representations as in statues, Darwish as an example,
were tracked as the visual expressive forms of this study. In addition, history
representations, exhibited in writing through Municipalities and civil society
organizations, as well as rigid representations of folklore, photos and pictures of
martyrs, were all analyzed to measure their capability to form an alternative discourse
of representation, what I call “State Discourse”. Such discourse aims to reconstruct
the Palestinian individual space, and practice certain hegemony over it, whether
intentional or not, that reconstruct the Palestinian individual with a new agency
towards establishing resistance mechanisms which reproduce a heroic version of the
Palestinian collective memory. This heroic version relies mainly on the public space

as an expressive construct in the Palestinian society.
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