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ABSTRACT

Upon revising the previous chapters, it becomes clear that
there are three main models regulating the relationship between
the central and the local authorities, taking into account the
numerous ways of applying each of these models. The first model
is based on a theoretical philosophy which primarily focuses on
the existence of one unified authority regulating the various
administrative and political spheres of life. In such a model, the
authority would be a vertical one i.e., up-down-wards; penetrating
the society and descending from the top to the base. Moreover, in
such a model the central authority would disintegrate the other
authorities into it, so that the other authorities would carry out its
decisions with no independence at all. The second model which
appeared after the failure of so many countries to control the
concerned parties is, primarily, based on the previous perception
of the central authority. This model is featured by containing the
local authority within the central authority. In such a model the
central authority would relinquish some of its powers over the
administrative spheres and would retain power in the political
ones. The second model would be termed the “Local
Administration”.  The third  model is based on a
theoretical/philosophical standpoint aiming at the enhancement of
the democratic rule. This model has horizontally divided the
process of decision making amongst the three authorities, namely,
the executive, legislative and the judicial authority.This division
would also be presented on the vertical level between the central
and the local authorities. In such a model all parties concerned
are, in fact, participants in the decision and the general policy
making process. Consequently, the process of decision making
remains incomplete until all relevant parties are collectively
involved to form a unified front; indicating the continuation of the
political process. In such a model, the relationship between the
central and the local authorities become a legal one, and
characterized by parity with no signs of hegemony by the central
authority over the decisions of the local one. This model is termed
* the Local Government".

Contrary to the local government systems existing in Jordan and
Egypt which are characterized by an overall control of the central
authority over the local government, the local bodies in Israel



enjoy some sort of autonomy within the frame of the central
authority. The jurisdiction of these local bodies spreads to reach
legislation, and as such becoming some sort of independent
governments.  This,in turn, enhanced the democratic
administration and ruling of the country.

As to the Palestinian local government system, this system has
been influenced by the successive authorities ruling over
Palestine. These authorities constantly attempted to attach the
local government to the central authority so as to penetrate the
Palestine. society. These effects varied chronologically given the
strength of the external central authorities and its ability to
penetrate the Palestinian society. The local Palestinian society
was featured by the absence of a Palestinian authority which
would cater for a Palestinian local government until the beginning

of 1994,

The Palestinian Authority inherited a local government system with
limited jurisdictions and specialties due to the political element i.e.,
impact of external authorities and lack of interest in the local
government system. Additionally, there appeared numerous
reasons that hindered the development of the local Palestinian
government system. Namely, the prevailing culture in the
Palestinian community brought about by the negative effect of the
external authorities which ruled over Palestine. The Palestinian
citizens negatively view the local government being the first target
of the external authorities. Moreover, the tribal/cult oriented culture
also impeded the development of the local government system
throughout the past intervals stretching to the present days as was
witnessed in the recent appointments of the local council

members.

If the Palestinian Authority is willing to establish a political and a
democratic society, it should act differently. This entails bringing
about a substantial and a total change in the content of the
relationship between the central and the local authorities on the
long-run. Despite the fact that the required grassroots change
requires a bulk of accompanying terms, this process would be
achieved by changing the endorsed and the un-endorsed laws. In



such a case, the target would not be to establish an administrative
mechanism that would combine or segregate populated
concentrations, but to bring about a substantial change in the
content of the relationship between the two authorities. Such a
relationship would be based on parity and as a starter should
grant indepencey to the local government bodies. Such a system
will never come about by following the inherited systems at work in
the adjacent eastern countries, but rather by introducing a
comprehensive administrative system based on de-centralized
management and by achieving a system of de-centralized politics.
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