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Summary

»

Nomaliﬁation: Concepts and Practices —
A Case Study of the Arab-Israeli Normalization

This is the title of a Masters Dissertation submitted as a
requirement for graduation from the Masters Program for Contemporary
Arab Studies at Birzeit U'nivgrsity. The dissertation tries to answer the
questions related to the concept of normalization, and its practices on the
international level.

In the first chapter, the dissertation discusses the theoretical
framework of the normalization concept. The second chapter reviews
some normalization examples in the international community, including
those that resulted in stable diplomatic relations, such as the German-
European experience in the aftermath of World War II, which led to
European integration in a unified economic system, and the American-
Chinese example which ultimately led to the establishment of full
diplomatic relations between two ideologically opposed countries.
Another example is the current attempts between Turkey and Greece
whose relations had been severed because of their conflict over Cyprus.
Finally, the normalization between Iran and the United States, since their
1979 conflict is yet another example.

Within this framework, the dissertation adopts that concept of
normalization, which replaced various confrontational or conflict-driven
interactions with concepts based on cooperation and peace-oriented
interactions ininternational political, economic and cultural relations.

The second part of the dissertation studies the case of Arab-Israeli
normalization, taking into consideration the advancements in Arab and
Palestinian political thought from a historical perspective. This covers
basic intellectual developments starting from an absolute Arab and
Palestinian rejection of the existence of the state of Israel, shifting to
recognition of this existence, culminating in a readiness to deal with
[srael on the basis of mutual recognition and good neighborliness. This
was a logical introduction to understanding the Arab and Palestinian
normalization, the initial manifestations of which was Sadat’s 1977 visit
to Jerusalem, and continuing on to the Oslo Agreements between the PLO
and Israel, and the Wadi Araba Israeli-Jordanian Peace Agreement in the
early nineties. A number of Arab countries sought this normalization on
various levels.



The third chapter, entitled “The Transformation of Arab Political
Thought from Absolyte Rejection to Recognition of Israel’s Existence,”
constitutes an introduction to the three following chapters. The fourth
chapter discusses the Arab-Israeli normalization from an Israeli
perspective. In this regard, the dissertation tackles the prospects of the
normalization project, which Israel tried so hard to incorporate into the
peace process that started with the Madrid Conference for Peace in the
Middle East. In doing so, Israel sought to establish this normalization as a
de facto reality on the ground, with the aim of securing its legitimacy,
long denied by its Arab neighbors. Israel also sought a guarantee of its
security, a consolidation of its economic structures, and an appeasement
of the Jews’ sense of the Diaspora.

In the fifth chapter, the dissertation discusses the normalization
project from the perspective of the West, and as a Western strategy that
aims to guarantee a secure and legitimate existence of Israel in the Middle
East. This secure Israeli existence, integrated in the larger regional
market, is a political and cultural advantage that can secure for the West
important ideological, economic, and political leverage points.

In its sixth and last chapter, the dissertation discusses the official
Arab and popular regional regimes’ interactions with the concept of
Arab-Israeli normalization, which is seen as an imposed political and
economic objective. Both on the official and popular levels, Arab
interaction was susceptible.

On the official (realistic) level, that of Arab political regimes, both
those which reached peace agreements with Israel (Egypt and Jordan),
and those which have limited consular or economic relations as a step
towards full recognition and diplomatic relations, normalization with
Israel is seen as freeing the official Arab regimes from the political,
security and economic pressures that have plagued them since the
beginning of the conflict, when Israel occupied and established itself in
Palestine.

On the popular level various trends, regardless of their social or
occupational status or party affiliation, deemed normalization as a
colonialist project that represents mainly Western and Israeli aspirations.
Thus the popular level saw normalization as a dictated project that seeks
to destroy the current Arab regional political regime, and replace it with
one that offers Israel economic supremacy in the region, based on its high
productivity and technological advancements. Such a regime would offer
the West a Middle Eastern globalization sphere. It also ultimately offers

"



Israel the legitimacy it lacks among the Arabs, and it consolidates its
security, while at thg same time instilling defeat within Arab ranks, a
people who do not readily accept defeat and surrender. For all that, and
with noticeable success, this trend (radical) led the struggle to foil this
normalization project, which represents joint Israeli-Western aspirations.

End
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