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The Politics of

Christian Zionism

Dr. Naim Ateek”

I ntroduction and Definition

Itisaprivilegeto be at Birzeit University. | would like to thank the organizers of
this conference for inviting me. | also would like to greet you in the name of
Sabeel, the Ecumenical Liberation Theology Center in Jerusalem.

If any religion does not promote justice, peace, and reconciliation among people, it
has lost its rudder and is difficult to respect; thisis a basic principle. At the same
time, it is possible to find in every religion some people who have gone berserk,
misused or abused their religion, and its teachings and caused it to become a
destructive force. In this presentation, | will be talking about a group of western
Christianswho have done precisely that. They have misconstrued and misinterpreted
the Bible in such a way that made it a force that contributes to violence and war
rather than to peace and reconciliationin the conflict between I sraglisand Palestinians.

In 2004, Sabeel conducted its Fifth International Conference on the topic of
“Challenging Christian Zionism.” For anumber of years, we have been considering
addressing this Christian aberration, but due to lack of sufficient research on the
topic we kept postponing it. The mainline churchesin the world have not taken this
movement serioudly. It was thought to be theologically naive, biblically simplistic,
and politically unsophisticated. To the best of my knowledge, it was not even studied

* The Rev. Dr. Naim Ateek. Director of Sabeel Center
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inthe mainlinetheological schools. It was dismissed asnonsensical and wasrelegated
to extreme evangelical fringe groups who did not have any serious or disciplined
theological training. Fortunately, in the last decade or so afew Protestant scholars
from different countries started to research the phenomenon of Christian Zionism,
its biblical abuse, and its potential threat to world peace. Among those are Don
Wagner, Gary Burge, Timothy Weber from the United States, Goran Gunner of
Sweden, and Stephen Sizer from England. Asaresult of the Sabeel conference, we
published the proceedings under the title of Challenging Christian Zionism:
Theology, Politics and the Israel-Palestine Conflict (Melisende, London: 2005).
To my knowledge, thisisthe first resource to be produced on this topic.

For some people, the term Christian Zionismisacontradiction. It isinconceivable
for them to imagine acombination of these two words. How can onebeaChristian
and a Zionist? How can one believe in Jesus Christ and his message of peace and
nonviolence, and at the sametime believein aZionist ideol ogy that has robbed the
Palestinians of their land and continuesto deny them their human rights?Yet whether
welikeit or not, there are millions of peoplein theworld today who do not see any
contradiction between being a Christian and a Zionist at one and the same time.
Therefore, how do we define Christian Zionism? It refersto Christians who dueto
aparticular understanding and interpretation of the Bible support the ingathering
of Jewsin Palestine. They believe that God has given the whole land of Palestine
exclusively to the Jewish people (Some Christian Zionists believe that Isradl’s
land area should extend from the Nile to the Euphrates according to the book of
Genesis). They must return to it and build their state and temple in fulfillment of
all thebiblical prophecies. Such afulfillment they believe would usher the Second
Coming of Christ, the defeat of evil, the end of history as we know it, and the
establishment of God'srighteouskingdom. Historically speaking Christian Zionism
(though not known by this name originally) started with atheology that was based
on simplistic and nonscientific study of the Bible that eventually wasturned into a
political agenda; and it is now diligently and fervently being promoted and forced
to be implemented on the land of Palestine. Christian Zionists believe in doing so
they are being faithful in carrying out God's will for thisworld.

Moreover, the terminology itself can be misleading. We do not have a precise
name to describe these Christians. Many terms have been used but none have
beentotally satisfactory. Some call them Evangelicals, but not all Evangelicals
are Christian Zionists. Infact, thereare many Evangelical Christianswho oppose
the doctrines and beliefs of Christian Zionism and resist it quite vociferously.
Some would use the term Conservative Christians, Fundamentalist Christians,
or Rightwing Christians, but again every one of these terms is not precise
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because there are Christians who use these terms to describe themselves, and
yet they do not consider themselves Christian Zionists. Therefore, the term
Christian Zionism comes closest to describe and refer to those Christians who
identify themselves today as unconditionally pro-lsrael due to their
interpretation of the biblical text.

Similarly, we do not have exact numbers of Christian Zionists in the world. In
the U.S. alone, the figures range between 30 to a hundred million. We know that
thereare Christianswho (in oneway or another) fit the above definition in various
areas of the world.

Finally, it iswrong to assume historically that Christian Zionism developed in the
aftermath of the establishment of the state of Israel in 1948. Actually, it preceded it
by more than a century. In fact, it antedated Jewish political Zionism more than
seventy years. In other words, long before the establishment of the Zionist
Movement by Theodore Herzl in 1897 there were already Christian Zionists.

The Basic Theological Question

One of themgjor religious and theol ogical questionsfacing Bible readersamong
some Protestant and Evangelical Christians was this. When will the Second
Coming of Christ take place so that the present evil world would come to an
end, and the kingdom of God would be finally established? This biblical quest
was enhanced by the availability and accessibility of the Bible to the common
reader; as well as the presence of fiery evangelists and revivalists who were
preaching and teaching the Bible. Many of these Evangelical Christians were
simple hearted and sincere in their faith. They were seeking an answer to the
statement given by the two men who appeared to Christ’s disciples after his
ascension, “Men of Galilee why do you stand looking up toward heaven? This
Jesus who has been taken up from you into heaven will comein the sameway as
you saw him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). This is the question that occupied
people' s minds at the beginning of the 19th century aswell asin previoustimes.
When is Jesus coming back and what are the signs of his coming? Indeed, Jesus
had warned against such speculations (Mark 13:32-37), but this did not prevent
people from delving in the Bible to look for such signs. Since the last 200 years
a great body of material has been presented by Christian Zionist leaders as a
result of their interpretation and re-interpretations of the Bible. In fact, they
have used the Bible as ajigsaw puzzle where pieces are moved continuously to
fit the interpreter’s scheme and to suit the constant fluidity and upheaval of
political changes that are so endemic of the | srael-Palestine conflict.
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Basic Biblical and Theological Tenets

There are many differing details and variations in the tenets, but the following
points represent some of the most basic beliefs:

1

Christian Zionistscling to aliteral belief inaninerrant and infallible Bible.

2. All biblical prophecies must be literally fulfilled.
3.
4. Theland of Palestineis Erets Yisragl and has been given by God to Jews

The Jewish people are God's chosen people.

as an inheritance forever.

Jews must return to Palestine in fulfillment of biblical prophecies and
establish their state.

Jerusalem belongs exclusively to the Jewish people.

The Jewish temple must berebuilt in order to usher in the Second Coming
of Christ.

The Rapture would remove the Christian believers from the earth, so that
they would avoid and escape the Great Tribulation.

The great battle of Armageddon will take place in which two thirds of the
Jewish people would be killed and the last third would believe in Jesus as
the true messiah.

10. Jesus would return to earth and would reign with the believers for a

thousand years. Afterwards, the forces of evil would rise up again and
would be totally exterminated by Christ. A new heaven and a new earth
would be established and God's kingdom of righteousness would be
established forever.

Early Major Players

The beginnings of Christian Zionism were generally confined within the study and
reflection of the Bible among groups of Protestant and Evangelical Christians.
However, from the outset such reflections and interpretations contained political
implications. Asan example, one can detect that in the establishment of the London
Jews Saciety in 1809 whose main objective was the conversion of Jews to the
Christian Faith. In order to clarify the development of this phenomenonitishelpful
to introduce some of the major players:
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1. John Nelson Dar by (1800-1882).

Darby wasan Irish Anglican priest. Heis considered by many thefather of Christian
Zionism. He gave impetus and content to the rise of this movement. He spent his
time in the study of Bible during an illness that Ieft him bedridden for along time.
Thisled him to new and innovativeideas of interpretation of the text. Consequently,
he recanted his ordination vows and began a new career of spreading his new
teachings. Darby’s theory became known as Dispensationalism. He believed that
the Bible presents seven historical dispensations between the creation of the world
and the End Times. He believed that we are quickly approaching the end of history
and the key and most essentia playersare the Jewish people. In order for God'splan
for history to be accomplished, the Jewish people must return to Palestine and set up
their kingdom. Such an event would set into motion the final scenarios that would
lead to the end of history with the Second Coming of Christ, the great battle of
Armageddon, and the defeat of evil. Darby’s dispensationalist theory was|ater refined,
developed, and revised by some of his disciples aswell as others after them.

Darby propagated his ideas through eight trips that he made to the United States.
His teachings were popular among Evangelical and Protestant churches, and
influenced the beliefs of thousands of people.

2. Lord Shaftesbury (1801-1885)

Lord Shaftsbury is probably one of the first English politicians who trandated his
religioushiblical conviction about thereturn of Jewsto Palestineinto an actua political
lobbying. He believed that the return of Jews to Palestine was not only predicted in
the Bible, but it was important for the strategic interests of the British Empire
(Tuchman: 1982, 24). In the 1840's, he lobbied L ord Palmerston, the British Foreign
Secretary to be God's instrument in carrying out the return of Jews to Palestine.
Moreover, on November 4, 1840 he put an ad in the London Times in which he
wrote, “A memorandum has been addressed to the Protestant monarchs of Europeon
the subject of the restoration of the Jewish people to the land of Palestine which
secures that land to the descendants of Abraham.” (Wagner: 1995, 27) Shaftesbury
was the first to coin the phrase, “ A country without a nation for a nation without a
country;” which the Zionists later transposed to “A land of no people for a people
with no land.” Thiswas more than 50 years before the rise of the Zionist Movement.

3. William Blackstone (1841-1935)

William Blackstone was an evangelist from Chicago. Hewasinfluenced by Darby’s
teachings on Dispensationalism. In 1878, he published his book Jesusis Coming. It
became abest-sdller and wastrand ated into more than 40 languagesincludingArabic.
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Blackstone like Shaftesbury turned his biblical interpretations into a political
campaign. In 1891, helobbied President Harrison to send American Jewsto Palestine.
Thiswastaking place six years before the Zionist movement cameinto being. Several
years|ater, when Blackstone heard that Theodor Herzl was considering the possibility
of setting up the Jewish state in other countries of the world rather than Palestine he
sent him aBible marked in red of al the references that emphasized Palestine asthe
only place that must be considered because of Jewish roots there.

By the end of the 19th century and the establishment of the Zionist Movement in 1897,
it was clear that Christian Zionist teachings were spreading among Protestants and
Evangelicalsespecially inthe United States, and its doctrineswere being disseminated.
One of the best tools that contributed to its diffuse was the Schofield Reference Bible.
It appeared in 1909 and through its footnotes and commentary it promoted
Dispensationalism and indoctrinated thousands of people in Christian Zionism.

It is important to mention that when the Zionist Movement came into being the
three major Jewish religious organi zations namely the Orthodox, the Conservatives,
and the Reform rejected it and considered it a heresy. Yet while Jews at the time
rejected it, Christian Zionist welcomed and embraced it.

Important Milestones

1. The Balfour Declaration of 1917. Herzl tried his best to find a European
power to sponsor the Zionist project. He approached the heads of Russia,
Germany, Italy, Turkey, aswell asthe Pope but to no avail. Twenty years after
the establishment of the Zionist Movement, the British Government gave a
promise to sponsor it in what became known as the Balfour Declaration of
1917. Thefirst draft was submitted to the British Government by the Zionist
Organization in July 1917. It was then revised by the British Government
into itsfinal form. It isimportant to stress that both Lloyd George, the Prime
Minister, and Arthur James Balfour, the Foreign Secretary, were brought up
in evangelical homes and were influenced by Dispensationalism. Balfour
wrote, “...Zionism, be it right or wrong, good or bad, is rooted in age-long
traditions, in present needs, in future hopes, of far profounder import than the
desires or prejudices of the 700,000 Arabs who now inhabit that ancient
land...” (Ingrams. 1972- 73). Balfour's theological conviction made him
commit himself to the Zionist project. He wrote,” [History is] an instrument
for carrying out the Divine purpose.” With the Balfour Declaration, political
power began to be used in the service of theology. After WWI ended, Britain
had the mandate over Pal estine and started to fulfill its promiseto the Zionists.

-10-
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2. The Establishment of the state of Israel in 1948. The establishment of the
statewasagreat day of jubilation for Christian Zionists. They found severa
Old Testament propheciesto befulfilled especially Ezekiel 37. It confirmed
their belief in the literal fulfillment of these prophecies and in God's
faithfulness to the Jewish people. For many of them, the fulfillment of the
purposes of God in history through the establishment of the Jewish state
was moreimportant than doing justi ce to the Pal estinian people who became
refugees, and whose towns and villages were destroyed by the Zionists.

3. The occupation of the West Bank including East Jerusalem and the Gaza
Stripin 1967. The occupation of East Jerusalem and the West Bank wasthe
final proof of the approaching End of history. Now that Jerusalem was
under Jewish rule, Christian Zionist politics demand the destruction of the
Dome of the Rock on what Jewsrefer to as*“the Temple Mount” and there-
building of the temple in order to prepare the way for the Second Coming
of Christ. When that did not happen quickly, anAustralian Christian Zionist
tried to enhance the process by setting the Agsa Mosque ablaze.

Up to that point, the contact and the relationship between Christian Zionists and
the government of Israel was relatively limited. After Likud, the right wing party
in Israel, won the election in 1977 and Menahem Begin became Prime Minister
the rel ationship between the two became more solidified. Begin and Jerry Falwell,
one of the most prominent Christian Zionist leaders, enjoyed a specia friendship
and from then on, American Christian Zionistswere always ready to support | srael
politically inthe Congress; economically through large financial support (including
the building of settlements), and even militarily through the purchase of arms.
Christian Zionism became a formidable aly of Israel largely due to their biblical
and theological understanding of the place of Israel in God's plan for history.

Research hasalso shown that Presidents Jimmy Carter, Ronald Reagan, and Bill Clinton
were aso influenced, in different proportions, during their upbringing by oneform or
another of Christian Zionism. In 1978, Jimmy Carter wrote, “ The establishment of the
nation of Israd is the fulfillment of biblical prophecy and the very essence of its
fulfillment.” Ronald Reagan on the other hand saidin 1984, “| turn back to theancient
prophets of the Old Testament...| see signsforetelling Armageddon and | find myself
wondering if we' rethe generation that isgoing to seethat come about.” Such tendencies
made them sympathetic to Israel and sensitive to its needs.

Through the work of Christian Zionists in the Congress as well as that of AIPAC,
the pro-lsragl lobby, the policies towards the Middle East became increasingly in
favor of Isragl. Infact since 9/11 Jewish and Christian Zionistsin the U.S. beganto
work much more closely together in spite of theological differences. In other words,

-11-
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Jewish groups were not in favor of the scenario of the End Days which Christian
Zionistsespouses. It callsfor the massacre of two thirds of the Jewish peopleinthe
battle of Armageddon and the conversion of the last third to the Christian Faith.
Yet because of their unflinching love and support of Israel on the one hand, and
their anti Arab and anti Islamic feelings on the other, they were willing to work
together with them for the sake of the supremacy and domination of Israel.

Besides the people that have already been mentioned, there are many Christian
Zionist leaders especially inthe U.S. that are active in the support of the state of
Israel and in the demonization of Ilam. They areactiverdigioudy and politicaly.
Through regular TV programs as well as publications they propagate their
religiousand political bias. Some of them have produced booksthat have become
best-sellers and have been read by millions of people. Some of these are: Pat
Raobertson, Hal Lindsay, Tim LeHaye, Ed McAteer, Tom Delay, Gary Bauer,
Franklin Graham, and others.

Most recently, John Hagee, an American Christian Zionist from San Antonio, Texas
has started a new movement in the U.S.; his objective is to mobilize American
support for Israel. The name of his new organizations is “ Christians United for
Israel” (CUFI). It is equivalent to AIPAC and is rooted in American politics. The
articlein Haaretz (May 5, 06) was entitled, “ The Gospel According to John” isa
good summary of the politics of Christian Zionism in general and John Hageein
particular. Johnisclear in hisintentions; he offers* Support without any restriction,
conditions, qualifications, or apologies.” John Hagee claims that he is acting out
God's will. He would like to see the U.S. join Israel in destroying Iran’s nuclear
facility and the overthrow of the present Iranian regime. When he was asked about
his view of Hamas, his response was very hiblical. He opened his Bible and read
from the King James Version Deuteronomy 20:10-13, “When you draw near to a
towntofight against it, offer it terms of peace. If it acceptsyour terms of peaceand
surrendersto you, then all the peoplein it shall serveyou at forced labor. If it does
not submit to you peacefully, but makes war against you then you shall besiege it;
and when the Lord your God givesit into your hand, you shal put al its malesto
the sword. You may however, take asyour booty thewomen, the children, livestock,
and everything else in the town, and all its spoil. You may enjoy the spoil of your
enemies which the Lord your God has given you.” (NRSV).

One can understand that in its historical context such passages reflect the ethics of
war of many primitive people. The tragedy however is when people in the 21st
century like John Hagee attributes such wordsto God and believesthat they can be
applied today. Thisis avery repulsive, dangerous, and heretical theology.

-12 -
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What can one do?

In light of the dangerous phenomenon of Christian Zionism, and its political
influence on American foreign policy inthe Middle East, aswell asthe theol ogical
and biblical damage that it is causing, | would like to outline briefly a few
suggestions that people can use:

1. It isimportant to study and be informed about this heresy, and its political
implications. One way to start is by reading Sabeel’s book, Challenging
Christian Zionism, Melisende, London: 2005.

2. Itisimportant to educate Christians on the basics of biblical interpretation.

3. Itisimportant to educate Muslims about the differences between Christian
Zionists and the mainline Christian teachings.

4. It isimportant to educate people about the essential message of the Bible
regarding justice, mercy, peace, and reconciliation.

5. It is important to strive for justice for the Palestinians through the
implementation of UN Resolutions and International Law in order to foil
the dangerous schemes of Christian Zionism.

For Further Reading:

Ateek, Duaybis, Tobin. Challenging Christian Zionism: Theology, Politics and
the Israel-Palestine Conflict. London: Melisende, 2005

Sizer, Stephen. Christian Zionism. Inter-Varsity Press 2004

Tuchman, Barbara. Bible and Sword. London: Macmillan, 1982.

Wagner, Donald E. Anxious for Armageddon. Waterloo: Herald Press, 1995.
Weber, Timothy. On the Road to Armageddon. Grand Rapids. Baker Press, 2004.
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The Danish Cartoon Controversy:

Understanding the Politics of Culture Talk

Mahmood Mamdani”

To set the Danish cartoon controversy in context, | would liketo begin with three
examples. Just afew weeks after the Danish cartoonswere published, the German
writer Gunter Grass was interviewed in a Portuguese weekly news magazine,
Visdo.! In that interview, Grass stated that the Danish cartoons reminded him of
anti-Semitic cartoonsin a German magazine, Der Sttrmer. The story was carried
in aNew York Times piece, which added that the publisher of Der Sirmer had
been tried at Nuremberg and executed. | am not really interested in how the
similarity was, between the Danish and the German cartoons, but morein why a
magazine publisher was executed. My hunch isthat the affair brings out the dark
side, theunderbelly, of free speech: theinstrumentalization of free speech, and of
the artsthat stimulate, excite, feed and shape theimagination, to frameaminority,
to present it for target practice - in this case, that of the Holocaust, to prepare the
ground for agenocide.

My first objective in this talk is to ask whether we can distinguish between two
kinds of speech, both of which go under the title free speech, one that we laud as
essential to the practice of freedom and democracy, and the other that is
instrumentalized as hate speech. To ask this question is to explore the bifurcated
history of free speech.

" Professor of Anthropology. Columbia University. New Yor
1 New York Times, February 17, 2006, p. E7.
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My second example dates back to 1967 when Britain’s leading publishing house,
Penguin, published an English addition of a book of cartoons by one of France's
most acclaimed cartoonists, Siné. The Penguin edition wasintroduced by Malcolm
Muggeridge. Sin€'s Massacre contained anumber of anticlerical and blasphemous
cartoons, some of them with a sexual theme. Many book sellers, who found the
content offensive, conveyed their feelings to Allan Lane, who had by that time
almost retired from Penguin. Though hewas not apracticing Christian, Allen Lane
took seriously the offense that this book seemed to cause to a humber of his
practicing Christian friends. Here is one account of what followed “One night,
soon after the book had been published, he went into Penguin’s Harmondsworth
warehouse with four accomplices, filled atrailer with all the remaining copies of
the book, drove away and burnt them. The next day the Penguin trade department
reported the book ‘out of print’.”2 Now, Britain has laws against blasphemy, but
neither Allan Lane nor Penguin was taken to court. Britain's laws on blasphemy
were not called into action. Two issues, in particular, interest me. One, what the
law prescribed as externally enforced restraint, Allan Lane had internalized as
civility, the internal restraint on freedom necessary for the sake of maintaining
civil peace. The second issue that interests me is that the internalization of legal
restraint as civility is a key to forging a framework for peaceful coexistence. To
put it differently, the existence of political society requirestheforging of apolitical
pact, a compromise. If the external restraint characteristic of laws enforces the
termsof thiscompromise, their internalization ascivility iskey to day-to-day socid
existence.

My third exampleis from the United States. It concerns aradio show called Amos
‘n Andy that began on WMARQ in Chicago on 19 March 1928, and eventually
became the longest running radio program in broadcast history. From one point of
view, Amos ‘n Andy could be said to be a white show for black people, a show
conceived by two white actors who mimicked the so-called Negro dial ect to portray
two black characters, Amos Jones and Andy Brown. At the same time, Amos ‘n
Andy also becamethefirst major all-black show in mainstream U.S. entertainment.
The longest running show in the history of radio broadcast in the U S, Amos ‘n
Andy gradually moved from radio to T.V. Graduating to prime time network
television in 1951, it became a syndicated show after 1953.

Every year, the National Association for the Advancement of Colored People
(NAACP) protested against theracist character of the portraya that was the show.
Giving seven reasons “why the Amos ‘n Andy show should be taken off the air,”

2 Richard Webster, A Brief History of Blasphemy. Liberalism, Censorship and the Satanic Verses, The
Orwell Press, 1990, p. 26.
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the NAACP said the show reinforced the prejudice that “ Negroes areinferior, lazy,
dumb and dishonest,” that every character in the al-Black show “iseither aclown
or acrook.” “Negro doctors are shown as quacks and thieves,” Negro lawyers*“as
slippery cowards, ignorant of their profession and without ethics,” and Negro
women “as cackling, screaming shrews ... just short of vulgarity.” In sum, “all
Negroes are shown as dodging work of any kind.” But CBS disagreed. You can
still read the CBS point of view on the official Amos ‘n Andy website which still
hopes that Black people will learn to laugh at themselves: “Perhaps we will
collectively learn to lighten up, not get so bent out of shape, and learn to laugh at
ourselves alittle more.”®

The TV show ran for nearly 15 years, from 1951 to 1965. Every year the NAACP
protested, but every year the show continued. Then, without explanation, CBS
withdrew the show, in 1965. What happened? In 1965 the Watts riots happened,
and marked the onset of along, hot summer. The Watts riots were triggered by a
petty incident, an encounter between aracist cop and ablack motorist. That everyday
incident caused ariot that left 34 persons dead. Many asked: What iswrong with
these people? How can the response be so disproportionate to theinjury? After the
riots the Johnson administration appointed a commission, called the Kerner
Commission, to answer this and other questions. The Kerner Commission Report
made a distinction between what it called the trigger and the fuel: the trigger was
an incident of petty racism, but the fuel was provided by centuries of racism. The
lesson was clear: the country needed to address the consequences of a history of
racism, not just itslatest manifestation. Bob Gibson, the St. Louis Cardinal s baseball
player, a pitcher, wrote about the Watts riotsin hisbook From Ghetto to Glory. He
compared theriotsto a“brushback pitch” - apitch thrown over the batter’shead to
keep him from crowding the plate, a way of sending a message that the pitcher
needs more space.* CBS withdrew Amos ‘n Andy after the long hot summer of
1965. The compelling argument that the NAACP and other civil rights groups
could not make, was made by the inarticulate rioters of Watts.

Why isthisbit of history significant for us? CBS did not withdraw Amos ‘ n Andy
because the law had changed, for no such change happened. The reason for the
change was political, not legal. For sure, there was a change of consciousness, but
that change wastriggered by political developments. CBS had learnt civility; more
likely, it was taught civility. CBS had learnt that there was a difference between
black people laughing at themselves, and white people laughing at black people!

8 http://www.amosandy.com/
4 Cited in Robert Wright, “The Silent Treatment,” New York Times, February 17, 2006, p. A 23.
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That learning was part of alarger shift in American society, one that began with
the Civil War and continued with the post-Second World War civil rights movement.
This larger shift was the inclusion of African-Americans in a re-structured civil
and political society. The saga of Amos ‘n Andy turned out to be amilestonein a
larger history, that of black peopl€e’s struggle to defend their own rights and their
rights of citizenship inthe U.S.

The Danish Cartoons

Those who followed the controversy over the Danish cartoons must have been
struck by how fast the issues moved from the question of free speech, to that of
defense of civilization. Both sideslined up, onein defense of asecular civilization,
another in defense of areligious heritage. But there were two curious effects about
this particular defense of freedom. The first was a tendency for the government
and the people, the right and the left, to stand together, on both sides, and most
unlike the contest between government and peopl e that we have come to expect of
free speech contexts.

In some Muslim-majority countries, especially where Islamists provided the only
effective opposition, governmentswere eager to take ownership of demonstrations,
even to encourage them. The result was that in countries like Egypt and Syriathe
anti-cartoon demonstrations seemed asif they were officially sanctioned. The most
extreme case was that of Saudi Arabia, where government-printed pamphlets
encouraged one and all to join the demonstrations, giving them an air of being not
just sanctioned but even orchestrated by government. In some other countries, like
Pakistan, the government was outflanked by the Islamist opposition. And in yet
other countries, like Nigeria, the cartoon demos seemed to bring back to life old
unresolved issues, particularly the position of minoritiesin afederal setup, Christian
Ibos in the north and Muslim Hausa-Fulanisin the east.

In Europe, onewitnessed the curious effect that, whereas free speech wastherallying
cry behind the support for the publication and re-publication, there was a little
demonstration of free speech, of debate, of dissent from the politics of the cartoons,
in practice. Curiously, the most audible dissent came from governments, such as
the British and the American, and not from civil society, nor from intellectuals,
with a few notable exceptions, such as Giinter Grass. | thought it was reminiscent
of exceptional times, of times of Empire, times when the |eft and the right line up
together, on the same side of the barricades, in defense of the civilizing mission, a
mission that was once religious, but has now become secular. It used to be
Christianity, but it now speaks the language of human rights, and of a mission to
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export human rights through military interventions. But it was a so reminiscent of
times of extreme persecution of domestic minorities, such as anti-Semitism in
Europe. Just as there was a left wing anti-Semitism in Europe before fascism,
contemporary |lamophobiatoo isarticulated in two different languages, thefamiliar
language of the right, but also the new-fangled language of the left. The latter isa
secular, even afeminist, language. The Danish cartoons and their enthusiastic re-
publication throughout Europe, in both right and left-wing papers, was our first
public glimpse of left and right |lamophobiamarching in step formation. Itspolitical
effect has been to explode the middle ground, reminiscent of the blowing up of the
Shia shrinein Irag which triggered the civil war between Shia and Sunni.

The political challenge is how to reconstitute the middle ground, for no contest
can be won without winning the middle ground. My argument will be that the
middle ground needs to be reconstituted conceptually, before it can be fought for
politically. To explore that conceptual ground, | would like to begin by making a
distinction between blasphemy and bigotry.

Blasphemy and Bigotry

Theterms of civility in contemporary Western political society should not lead us
to underestimate theimportance of blasphemy inthe history of free speech struggles
in the west, and particularly in Europe. Blasphemy has to be understood as the
practice of questioning atradition, inthiscaseareligioustradition, from theinside.
In contrast, bigotry is an assault on that tradition from the outside. This inside-
outsidedistinction will becomeimportant. A defining feature of the cartoon debate
isthat bigotry is being mistaken for blasphemy.

When the cartoon debate broke out | was in Nigeria. If you stroll the streets of Kano, a
Muslim-majority city in northern Nigeria, you will find no shortage of material
caricaturing Christianity sold by street vendors. And if you go to the east of Nigeria, to
Enugu for example, you will find asimilar supply of materials caricaturing Islam. None
of thisisblasphemy; most of it isbigotry. That isthe distinction | want to bring out. Itis
well known that the Danish paper which published the offending cartoons was earlier
offered cartoons of Jesus Christ. But the paper declined to print these on the grounds
that it would offend its Christian readers. Had the Danish paper published the cartoons
of Jesus Chrigt, that would have been blasphemy; the cartoonsit did publishwere evidence
of bigotry, not blasphemy. Both blasphemy and bigotry belong to the larger tradition of
free speech, but after a century of ethnic cleansing and genocide, we have to learn to
distingui sh between the two strands of the sametradition. Thelanguage of contemporary
politics does make that distinction by referring to bigotry as hate speech.
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Blasphemy and the Criticism of Religion

At present | would like to distinguish between two kinds of criticisms of religion:
religious and secular. Within Christianity, the religious criticism of religion is best
exemplified by the Puritan revolution. The great ideal of the Puritan movement
was “that laws of God should be written not upon tablets of stone, but upon the
individual heart of every true believer.”s The puritan quest shifted the locus of
individual morality from an external constraint to internal discipline. This history
displaced both the Pope and the Scriptures (external constraint) with the inner
conscience. The Christ of scriptureswasto becomethe“ Christ within,” adoctrine
whose chief pioneers were the Quakers.® In contrast to thisinternal criticism, was
adifferent kind of critique of religion. The criticism of faith in the name of reason,
thisirreligious criticism, is the location of what we know as blasphemy.

To understand why blasphemy was experienced as a liberating force, we need to
historicize and particularize it. Blasphemy was aimed at the Church as an
ingtitutional power, which is why it is more of a European than an American
tradition. We need to recall that whereas the medieval Roman Catholic Church in
Europe was organized on the model of the Roman Empire, Protestant churchesin
Europefollowed the model of the European nation-state. In Europeinstitutionalized
religion was hierarchical with an authority from thefloor to the ceiling. No earthly
place symbolized the Church as an institutionalized power more than Calvin's
Geneva. Every act was governed by rigid spiritua rule: drunkards, dancers and
adulterers were excommunicated; a child who struck his parents was beheaded;
and men and women who transgressed Calvin’s code were burnt at the stake. R. H.
Tawney wrote of it as“acity of glass, in which every household lived itslife under
the supervision of a spiritual police.”” In this context, blasphemy was a weapon
against terror. Asacritique of religious power and religious authority, it rightfully
belonged to the annals of free speech.

But blasphemy did not have the same resonance in most of the world. In North
America, for example - particularly in the United States - Puritans and other
Protestant denominations were organized more as congregations and sects, more
like voluntary associations, than ashierarchical churches. Unlikein Europe, religion
in the United States was very much a part of the language of the American

5 This notion claimed inheritance from St. Paul who in turn got it from Old Testament prophets like
Ezekiel. See Richard Webster, A Brief History of Blasphemy, pp. 27-28.

6 See Christopher Hill, The World Turned Upside Down, Penguin, 1975.
”R. H. Tawney, Religion and the Rise of Capitalism, cited in Richard Webster, A Brief History of
Blasphemy, p. 32.
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Revolution and the public spherein this devel oping settler democracy. My pointis
that the European experience in this case is more the exception than the rule.

Take, for example, the case of Islam. In Sunni Islam, where thereis no priesthood
and no comparableinstitutional power, thereisonly the prayer leader. Statestried
to impose a religious hierarchy from the floor to the ceiling, but with minimal
success. For an example of spectacular success, one hasto turnto Shia Islam. But
even there, Ayatollah Khomeini’s construction of clerical power, justified as the
Vilayat al-Faqih, is relatively recent. And even then, not all tendencies in Shia
Islam agree with Ayatollah Khomeini’s innovation.

My point is two-fold. First, those who would elevate blasphemy as central to the
practice of free speech need to be aware that its resonanceis historically limited to
places where institutionalized religion represents a religiously sanctioned earthly
power, such asmedieval Europe and contemporary Iran. But thereisalso asecond,
perhaps moreimportant, point. Itisprecisely in these places, particularly in Europe
with its centuries long history of the Church as an institutionalized power, that
compromises have been worked out that both protect the practice of free speech
and circumscribe it through blasphemy laws. Thus blasphemy laws in European
countries, including Denmark. | will return to this later.

Bigotry

We need to make a distinction between two kinds of bigotry, petty and grand. |
characterize ethnocentrism, including discrimination against individuals, as petty bigotry.
In contrast, grand bigotry isthe stuff of demonization, the fuel of hate movements. As
bricksand mortar of hateideology, it holdsup, caricatures, framesand of fersaminority
as an explanation for what is wrong with the world. Contrast, for example, individual
racial discrimination with the organized racism of the Ku Klux Klan type, or grand
apartheid in S.A. Even when it comes to discrimination against entire groups, it is still
instructiveto contrast anti-Semitism prior to the Naziswith Nazi anti-Semitism, which
pointed to Jews as the explanation with what is wrong with the world.

Bigotry, too, is both religious and secular. Bigotry formed an important strand in
the Old Testament religion that has watered the larger Jewish-Christian-Islamic
tradition. The zeal of the Old Testament prophets, particularly Amos, Ezkiel and
Jeremiah, to servethe God of Isragl “ goes hand in hand with their rage to denounce
the gods of every other religion - especialy the religion of the Canaanites - as
inferior and evil.” According to this strand of thought, “any form of religiousfaith
which setsitself up against the pure cult of Yahweh wasto beimagined in obscene
terms asaprostitute, and its adherents reviled accordingly.” According to Richard
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Webster, “thisideawastaken up in late Jewish and Christian apocalyptic religions
and devel oped, through the figure of the Whore of Babylon, into one of the central
motifs of all sectarian conflict within the Judeo-Christian tradition.”®

Thetendency to demonize one’'s enemies and to purify theworld in onefell swoop
has gone through along historical development. The secular version forms a part
of the history of ideology, where the language of demonization has been secularized
asthe language of race and of culture. Whereas the language of race has often - but
not always - been distinguished from that of culture in the Western heartland, the
two languages have tended to be intermeshed in the colonies. Thisisthe language
of civilization, which originates with the Voyages of Discovery in the 15th century
and leads to the claim that colonialism itself was a civilizing mission.

My sense is that we are now entering a period where Islamophobia is maturing
into an ideology of hate, agrand ideology driven by a core explanation of what is
wrong with the world: hence the clash of civilizations. The clash of civilizations
is, in turn, the ideological arm of the war on terror. Thisis why it is particularly
significant that when the Danish cartoons met with protests, the response was to
up the ante from that of defense of free speech to a defense of civilization.

What isto be Done?

In the public discussion on the Danish cartoons, two options have been on offer:
greater censorship and its opposite, total license. Both have problems.

Some point to censorship - to the example of Europe - where laws on blasphemy
define the boundaries of free speech. The problem, according to this point of view,
isthat thelawsreflect the cultural sensibility of particular countries as shaped during
aparticular historical period, so that blasphemy lawstend to protect the statereligion
only, such as Anglicanism in England and L utheranism in Denmark. Europe aso
has laws against certain forms of bigotry, particularly anti-Semitism. In England,
the net is cast alittle wider. The Race Relations Act prohibits the use of alanguage
which would incite racial hatred. But it has yet to prohibit the incitement of hatred
of groups defined culturally and religiously. After all, it was only lessthan 15 years
ago that Britain’s Commission on Racia Equality denied that the vilification of
Muslims was aform of racism.® In France, laws limit or outlaw debates on certain

8 Richard Webster, A Brief History of Blasphemy, p. 36.

9 Tariqg Modood, “The Liberal Dilemma: Integration or Vilification,” See www.OpenDemocracy.com
08.02.2006.
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issues. It isacrime to deny the Holocaust. But French law for atime also made it
compulsory for schools to teach that colonialism was at least in part beneficial for
those who were colonized.

My point has been that the laws in force in each of these countries needs to be
understood as the result of a political compromise, each a consequence of the
process that constructed a political community. In each case, the restraint is more
moral and political than legal. The law crystallizes both a change in consciousness
and an altered balance of forces, a new compromise on the terms of constituting a
political society.

An alternative solution was suggested by Ronald Dworkin inthe New York Review
of Books. Dworkin offersaconsistent liberal position, that of no censorship, calling
for doing away with any laws that may impinge free speech, including blasphemy
lawsor lawsthat criminaize Holocaust denial. My first responseto reading Dworkin
was to remind myself that he writes from the context of the United States, where
the practice of blasphemy has not been animportant part of the strugglefor freedom
against clerical power. But, then, | also had to remind myself that the struggle
against bigotry has been a very important part of North American history. For
Dworkin, however, the world seems to be no more than theword - in the article he
writes, there is no speech and little context - with no 9/11 and no responses to it,
and no attempt to demonize a group.

As afirst thought, | suggest a scale of responses, with an accent on more rather
than less debate, and afocus on the political morethan thelegal. Thereal challenge
isintellectual and political.

Theintellectual challengeliesin distinguishing between two strandsin the history
of free speech - blasphemy and bigotry - and building alocal and global coalition
against all forms of bigotry.® The poalitical challenge lies in distinguishing and
connecting local and global conditions that nurture bigotry. To return to Europe,
thelocal conditionsthat fed the Danish cartoons saga are very much shaped by the
dramatic growth of Muslim minorities in Europe and their struggle for equal
citizenship rights.

| would like to close with areference to the larger global context. We are coming
to aturning point in world history. The history of the past five centuries has been
one of Western domination. Beginning with the voyages of discovery in the 16
century, Western colonialism has understood and presented itself to the world at

0 There are of courseimportant instances where the boundary isblurred, asin the case of responsesto
Salman Rushdie’s Satanic Verses.
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large as a civilizing and a rescue mission, rescuing minorities and civilizing
majorities. The colonizing discourse has focused on barbaritiesamong the colonized
- sati, child marriage, polygamy, female genital mutilation - and colonialism asthe
rescue of women, children, minorities as part of a larger civilizing project.
Meanwhile, Western minorities in the colonies continued to thrive as privileged
minorities that enjoyed impunity of action. Put together, it has been five centuries
of aninability to live with difference in the world.

But now the world is changing. New powers are on the horizon: China, India.
Neither has a Muslim magjority, but both have significant Muslim minorities. The
Danish exampleteaches us (by anegative example) that when theworld ischanging,
you mustn’t respond with fear and arrogance; at the same time one should try to
understand the change that is happening. The Middle East and |slam are part of the
middle-ground in this contest on the horizon. Rather than be tempted to think that
the struggle against Islam and |slamophobiaisthe final struggle - for itisnot - let
us put it in its larger context. For that larger context will not only highlight the
importance of winning allies, but also help identify them.

Answersto the Questions

To cometo the main issue, the distinction between bigotry and blasphemy, it hasa
religious history, bigotry has a history in terms of evil and how evil is symbolized
by a particular ‘other’ group, a particular ‘other’ religion, a particular tendency
and how you cannot coexist with evil, how you cannot convert evil, you must
exterminate evil, that is the only right thing to do. We know the history of this
bigotry ever since the crusades and we aso know how this language has been
employed in statecraft, for example Reagan’'s speech on the “Evil Empire’ to the
American association of evangelicals.

But the crucial question intermsof secular languagetoday isideol ogy, because we
have experiencewith thisnow for acentury. You could have asmall demonstration
in Kampala by people asking for afair price for rice in the 1970s and that little
demonstration would be interpreted as an example of the clash of communism and
capitalism and presented as evidence of thelong hand of one“Kremlin” or another.
This working of ideology is | think very interesting and crucial for us to follow,
because the ideological discourse encompasses religious discourse, with its
preoccupation with seeking final solutions, and its inability to live with and find
ways of coexistence, with demonization asits central preoccupation.
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Religion-State Relations and

Political Transformation In Turkey
Baskin Oran’

Thisismy first visit on thisland and | am most pleased to be here on theinvitation
of the Birzeit University of the Palestinians.

A Note on Terminology

| will start with anote on terminology in order to know exactly what we will discuss
ina“specia” field where not everything can be taken as a matter- of- fact. We have
at least four terms hereto deal withwhich aretheLaicism, Laicity, Laic, and Laicist;
Secularism, Secularity, Secular, and Revolution from Above as well as Dialectics.

Secularism (from Latin sosculum meaning century; therefore: contemporary) isa
term generally used in English speaking and Protestant countries. It generally means
the policy of separation of Church and State. Secularity is a qualification of the
society; a secular society is one where sovereignty is based on a temporal (e.g.,
nation) instead of a spiritua (e.g., God) concept.

Laicism (from Latin laicus: a non-ecclesiastical person) aterm generally used in
Catholic and French speaking countriesis apolicy of the State aiming to create a
secular society. Therefore, “Laic” is a qualification of the State. Laicity a term
rarely used could be understood as secul arity. Laicist whichiseven lessused could
be interpreted as afervent laicism policy.

" Professor of Political Science. Ankara University. Turkey.
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The term laicism is alien to secular societies. These predominantly Protestant
societies have either subdued the Church and pushed it to its spiritual sphere by a
long and effective struggle led by the temporal power (the case of England in
particular), or they have nothing to fear of the Church because they historically
by-passed Feudalism as a socio-economic system, and therefore they have never
experienced Religion as their “cohesion ideology” and God as their “focus of
supremeloyalty” (thewhite colon regimeslikethe USA, Australia, Canada, etc.)*.

Laicism in the French experience means the heavy hand of the State over Religion?. It
stems from the historic supremacy of the Catholic Church during The MiddieAgesand
the successful fight of the French bourgeoisie against it. Thisisal so the Turkish definition
of it, although the origins of the two definitions differ alot; the Turkish definition stems
from the historic supremacy of the State over Religion not only in the Ottoman Empire
but also in the larger Middle Eastern region. The Turkish Republic inherited it from the
Ottomans, and the Ottomansinherited it from Byzantium. The Ottoman Emperor (Sultan)
needed the fatwa of the Cheik-ul 1slam (the head of the Ottoman religious system) to
behead a subject, but in case he couldn’t get it all he needed wasto discharge him from
officeand get the fatwa from the new Cheik-ul 1am. In Byzantium the Emperor, Vasileus
had completed supremacy over the Greek Orthodox Patriarch®.

“Revolution from above” is the reform project of the petty bourgeois intellectuals in
developing countries who try to make deep-reaching changes in society by changing the
laws of the country. Its best example is probably the Kemalist regimein Turkey. Thisisa
“short-cut” of course because in countries where internal dynamics are quasi stagnant the
bourgeoisieis not developed, and therefore there is no or little demand for reforms “from

! For theseterms and their usein ahistorical table see my “Kemalism, Islamism, and Globalization: A
Study on the Focus of Supreme Loyalty in Globalizing Turkey,” Journal of Southeastern European
and Black Sea Sudies, Vol. 1, no.3 (September 2001), London, Frank Cass, pp.20-50. As a matter of
fact, this article written in 1999 should be consulted first for every detail concerning our subject
matter here. The present article should be considered like akind of updating of that article.

2 For avery good treatise of secularismin Turkey and in France seethe articlesin a special number of

the CEMOT s devoted to the subject: Cahiers d’ Etudes sur |a Méditerranée Orientale et le Monde
Turco-Iranien (CEMOTI), Paris, n0.19 (1995).

3 All thiswas probably due to the essence of land ownership in thisregion: here the State controlled the
religion becauseit also controlled the only factor of production: land. Infact, inthe Middle East generally,
the rule was not the private but the public (State) ownership of the land which itself was probably dueto
the fact that the colossal irrigation projects could be realized by public authority only. In Europe, where
waterways abounded, no such role of the State was needed. Therein fact private ownership of land was
the rule. Therefore, civil society developed first and finally created its State, while in the Middle East
the State developed first and is still trying to create its “nation” in the 21% Century.
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below.” Therefore, intellectuals use the “hand of the State” (from above) to exert the
“revolution” and build asociety where*“ nation” instead of “God” isthe source of sovereignty.

Of course, thereisalwaysabill to pay for societal shortcuts; herethishill ispaid at
the national elections counter.

Thelast term | am going to mention is Dialectics: thesis, anti-thesis, and synthesis.
Here we'll take it simpler: Every action has its reaction, and this reaction creates
its own reaction and so on.

Now, let us put these termsinto usein recent Turkish experience particularly since 1997.

Turkey: Laicist action and its Reaction, and...

In 1923 Turkey started a revolution from above: Kemalism. It strove to carry the
country from God to Nation. The madrasas, imam-hatib schools, even the theology
seminaries were closed and everything was rebuilt with the aim to secularize the
country through the laicist policy of the State.

There was a reaction to it at the first free elections in 1950 and the victorious
Demokrat [Demacrat] Party re-opened religious school s (though not the madrasas).

Again, as areaction to this reaction there was alaicist military coup d’ Etat on
May 27, 1960.

Asareactiontoit at thefirst free electionsin 1965 people overwhelmingly elected
Adalet [Justice] Party under Demirel, a continuation of the Demokrat Party.

All this process can be schematized as follows:

1923 REVOLUTION FROM ABOVE (laicist action) ==> 1950 EL ECTION (popular
reaction) ==> 1960 COUP (laicist reaction) ==>1965 ELECTION (popular reaction)

Naturally, there'll be a reaction to the outcome of the Demirel regime aso. But
very interestingly thisis not alaicist reaction as one would expect from previous
Turkish experience. Quite to the contrary, this reaction is “Islamist” (quote and
unquote!) in outcome at least.

Thisis so because avery speedy industrial devel opment under Demirel opensthe
way for therise of two important social forces: The Left and the Kurds. Trand ated
into Turkish political terminology, it reads” The 2 Ks”: Komiinizm (Communism)
ve Kirtcll Uk (Kurdism: Kurdish nationalism). The 1980 coup of the Military isa
reactiontothe 2 Ks. It triesto annihil ate both movements, and it purportsto replace
the ideological vacuum by strengthening Islam as a“social paste’.

Of course, the Military is inspired by two other developments as well which are
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first, External dynamics: the* Green Belt” policy of the US at the timethat required
mild Islamic countries to encircle and contain the Soviet Union; second, Internal
dynamics: religious discourse fits well into the medium of impoverishment. Asa
matter of fact, the same military coup starts asell-out privatization program etc. in
order to carry the economy from import substitution to articulation with international
capital, therefore prices go up and wages go down.

To sum up, the very Kemalist Turkish Military in conjunction with the Grand
Bourgeoisie uses religion against the Left and the Kurds. The official ideology is
defined as “ Turco-lslamic Synthesis’ with openly religious overtones.

Inthe mid 80stheresult of this“ Synthesis’ istwofold: 1) An election victory for
an |slamist party, the Refah [Wealth]. Refah Party (RP) under Necmettin Erbakan
came first in the elections of 1995 with 22 percent of the votes, the strongest
percentage; 2) The rise of the Islamist capital also caled “Green Capital” or
“Anatolian Tigers.”

This process can be schematized as follows:
“ISLAMIST” MILITARY COUP OF

12 SEPTEMBER 1980 ==>  LAICIST “POST-MODERN COUP’ OF
' FEBRUARY 28,1997
v (laicist reaction)

REFAH PARTY ELECTION VICTORY

and THE RISE OF “GREEN CAPITAL"
(impact on popular Islam)

RP comesto power and startsto change

Refah Party (RP) once coming to power it actsasif it was a spoiled child who
had gained everything at once. | will mention a few sentences of its leaders:
Erbakan, the party leader and prime minister, “Working for the Refah Party is
identical with working for the establishment of Koranic order” (1991) and “ Now
the question is whether Islam will come smoothly or by bloodshed.” Erdogan
then the mayor of Istanbul and prime minister now (2006) of AKP (Justice and
Development Party),” [They say] sovereignty belongs to the nation without
condition [instead of to God]. Just watch this big lie!” (1994). Sevki Yilmaz
then mayor of Rize and later deputy for Refah Party, “Whether you like it or
not, I’'mtheHizbullah [Hizb-i Allah, literally meaning: The Party of God]. Ninety
eight per cent of Turkey is Hizbullah. Those who are not Hizbullah, are Hizb-i
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Seytan [literally meaning: The Party of Devil]”. Sukru Karatepe, the mayor of
Kayseri stated, “We have waited, we' [l wait some more. [In the mean time] The
Muslims should not forget the greed, grudge and hate inside them” (1996);
Hasan Mezarci, the deputy of Refah Party stated, “ Someone from Thessel oniki
[M.Kemal Ataturk] cannot be my ancestor [literally Ataturk meansthe ancestor
of Turks] I'm not a son of a bitch.”

And of course thereisthistime alaicist reaction to it. It'sin arather awkward
form, an official declaration of the all-powerful National Security Council, a
mix body under military influence. In fact, this declaration made on February
28, 1997 and compulsorily signed by Prime Minister Erbakan will be called a
“post modern coup.”

How was the Military able to do that without a coup? Because apart from the
support of President Demirel, they had the support of two important elements of
the society at that time:

1. Thegrand bourgeoisie (who had backed the* |lamist” Coup of 1980 because
it was afraid of communism at that time) is no more afraid of communism
because there is no communism now. On the other hand, the military coup
has destroyed Turkey’s image abroad. One very important businessman
said, “We cannot export T-shirts without human rights.”

2. The civil society at that time had something very important which
happened which wasthe Susurluk incident®. Thisisthefirst timethe“ Deep
State” comes into open although it had aways been an open secret®.

4 On the night of November 3, 1996 a black Mercedes bumped into a truck from behind and the
following people came out of it: An ultraright-wing Mafialeader searched by INTERPOL, known to
bein very close contact with secret police and Deep State (dead), his girl-friend (dead), ahigh ranking
police officer (dead), a Kurdish tribal leader deputy in the Parliament known to be in very close
relationship with the State.

5“Deep State” can best be explained thefollowing way: We define“ State” asthelegitimate monopoly
of violence. If you delete “legitimate” from thisdefinition, you get “ Deep State”. Therefore, thisisan
unofficial, illegitimate and |oose organization formed by some very high ranking State officials (mostly
military) in collaboration with other nationalist individuals and sometimes with Mafia, and using
formal State authority when necessary. This Deep State always tried to legitimize its existence by the
presence of and the fight against the PKK and aways used the Sévres Treaty Paranoia (“Our country
will get dismembered if democracy comes’; also see Conclusion) to sustain its activities. The origins
of the Deep State, although it goes for Turkey way back to the dark days of Armenian massacres of
1915, can betraced toillegal organizationsthat NATO set up in member countries against “ Communist
attack” in early 1950s. It'll be remembered that the one in Italy which was first discovered by
coincidence in May 1988 was called “Gladio”.
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Because of this sudden discovery, the civil society in construction with
who starts the massive popular demonstrations becomes particularly
important, and these demonstrationstarget not only this dark organization
but the Refah Party also.

On the other hand and apart from these reactions, both results of the “Islamist”
coup of 1980 start to undergo important changes. For instance, Erbakan now only
wears Versace ties and his son who doesn’t have a driving license yet drives a
Mercedes CL Coupe and only wears Y SL socks. In short, a“bourgeoisification of
the Islamists” iswell under way.

The second result concerning the 1980 military coup, i.e., the rise of Green
Capital: Thissmall and medium capital’s representativeisMUSIAD, a counter-
parallel of TUSIAD, the representative of the Grand Bourgeoisie. This
associ ation, the assets of which were evaluated as something like 40 billion US
dollars, has becomein the 90sthe main financer of the |damist student dormitories
where you have to cover your hair and pray five times a day in order to be
admitted in with a scholarship. MUSIAD is aso very much against Isragl as
would be expected. But soon it starts to change when its members, instead of
passing through the export companies of the secular Grand Bourgeoisie like
before, areableto start to export their productsthemselves. On the 50™ anniversary
of the Israeli State MUSIAD’ S governing board is present at the cocktail party
given by the Istanbul General Consulate of Isragel on May 1998. One of them
said, “Our grudge against Israel isover”.

Of course, thisimportant transformation does not go without some reaction from
the Party members. One of them said to me personally, “We are disappointed; we
would have expected them to become Muslim capitalists, but they became
capitalists.” Some of these people will set up, after the closure of RP, the Saadet
[Happiness] Party against the AKP.

AKP comesto power and startsto change

Reaction to the 28 of February 1997 laicist “ post-modern coup” does not wait.
Therearee ectionsagainin 2002 and thistime asecond Islamist party, AKP (Justice
and Development Party) comes to power with 34 % of the votes. This proportion
is enough to change the Constitution.

Once in power, AKP does not act like a spoiled child as RP had done; it is very
cautious especially concerning the question of the veil (femal e studentswith aveil
are not admitted to universities) especialy until the Strasbourg Court (European
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Court of Human Rights) refused Leyla Sahin’s application by ruling that the veil
ban is not ahuman rightsviolation®. After this 29 of June 2004 decision, ahead-on
collision started between the “laicists’ and the “fundamentalists’ in 2005.

In the meantime, triggered by globalization, the internal dynamics of Turkey is at
work. Thestory of thistremendous change can betold in three consecutive decades:
The 80s, 90s, and 2000s’.

The 1980s

The Islamists are able to speak up for the first time. Their central concept is Iran
and also interest-free banking. At that time veil means honor, the honor of the
husband of course. But thisisalso thefirst timethat discord startsfor thefirst time
among Islamists for the very fact that they were able to discuss (think!) now. The
main problem is. “How can we live an Islamic life?’, but there is no ready or
possible answer toit.

The 1990s

There the key concept was globalization. Globalization means comparison and
Islamists look in the Internet or Islamist Television broadcasting, and started to
compare them to the outside world. One of the outsiders they looked into was the
Europeans. This gave them self confidence because Europeans are also heavily
discussing what to do and what to become.

In the 90s, interest-free banking was out and Muslim companies were in. But the
important thing wasthat the |dlamists started very “modern” thingsnot only |slamist
Television programs and | slami st newspapersbut |slamist “ Green Pop”, hard rock,
and metal rock groups as well. Islamist stand-up stars were watched with much

5 Like many | think this decision was/is? wrong for Europe and dangerous for Turkey; Wrong for
Europe because this decision would not have been taken prior to 9/11. Dangerousfor Turkey, because
after thisdecision the Stateinstitutions, the Council of State (High Administrative Court) in particular,
started to interfere with the veil of peoplein the streets. | will not go into details but | myself wrote,
“They might also interfere with the bedrooms.” It has happened once when a religion teacher was
assigned to a teaching post abroad and the Council’s decision forbade him to go because he had a
veiled wife. Thisisinterfering with the bedroom.

7 Except for the comments relating to “ Protestant-ization” of the Islamists and the “ Catholic-ization”
of the Kemalists, | am indebted to a paper delivered by my good friend Etyen Mahgupyan in Vienna
in May 2006 (not published yet) for facts and comments from this point up to the Conclusion.
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interest. One of them started a show named “ Dinliyorum8 during which he makes
fun of those who leave their mobile phone open during the prayer, etc.

“Islamist anarchists’ started writing in their magazines and websites that start by an
“Assalamu Aleykum” like “Queerjihad.org” became available. For instance, “Al
Fatiha-net” has Popular Search buttons such as. “Gay Muslims UK, Erotic pictures,
Gay Dating, Gay Photos, Muslim Porn, Adult, Free Sex, Porn, free muslim sex pics.”

At thetime during the end of the 90s, aveil had acquired another meaning: it came
to mean “avisa to go out on the street.” A visa you get from your parents to go
freely on the streets maybe to meet your boyfriend in the park to hold hands with
him, smoke a cigarette, and maybe kiss. A visawithout you couldn’t go out to live
like a human being.

The 2000s

In the 2000s the Islamist companies had gone bankrupt; Hizbullah is despised
because it's a shame to Islam®. Now the key concept is EU. True, |slamists are
supporting it because its values (freedom of expression, etc.) are now favorableto
them, but this is not enough to explain it al. EU is simply influencing and
transforming the group that it profits the most, the Islamists.

Certain concepts that had the same meaning before have now different meanings
in the minds of the Islamists: religion and ethics, politics and politician, Turk and
Muslim. Islamist youth starts to say, “This is not an Islamic thing, but it is not
unethical either; therefore | can do it.” So much change could not possibly be
embraced by RP. Thus, AKPis born.

Openly, thisisthe “Protestantization” of the Turkish Sunnis. It will also haveits
projection in foreign policy; AKP is more pro-US and more pro-IMF then its
laicist predecessors.

For those in Turkey who can rid themselves of the memorized sentence, “Thisis
pure takiyya, nothing else!l” this Protestantization should not be difficult to
comprehend; just like in Europe during the 16" Century capitalism/
embourgeoi sement was creating its superstructure; it's as simple as that.

But put another way, that’s not as simple asthat. It's more sophisticated than many

8 This literally means “I am listening” but if you split the word after the second syllable it means
“Religious Comments”.

“Torture houses” of Hizbullah are discovered throughout Turkey where people are slaughtered like sheep.

-32-



Religion-State Relations and Political Transformation In Turkey - Baskin ORAN

think. To use Mahgupyan's words again, “Turkish Islamists now want a more
religious but amore secular Turkey.” Mahgupyan saysthat the Ilamistsin Turkey
have entered into a process of catharsis, purification by self-questioning.

Conclusion

Thisis alimited modernization indeed, but this is the very metamorphosis itself
that can be better understood if | say that at thetimewhen theldamistsare becoming
Protestants the Kemalists are becoming Catholics.

Thistransformation, or if you so desire domestication, of AKPisthe result of two
waves that modernized/modernizes Turkey:

1. Theimpact of Kemalism (nationalism).

2. The impact of globalization (internationalism). There is an interesting
rel ationship between the two that onewould normally take as contradictory:

In 1920s Kemalism made a revolution from above, and there is a reaction to it
from below: the Islamist reaction.

The second wave came eighty yearslater in the 2000s. Asthe lack of demand from
below continues, thisisarevolution from above again: EU harmonization packages
dictated by the Copenhagen criteriarequired by Turkish candidacy to the EU.

But there is a very important change this time; these packages are supported by
AKP particularly. And, who is AKP? The grandchildren of those who had given
the reaction from below to the Kemalist revolution from above in the 20s!

The reason probably lies in the fact that (to an important degree) Turkish society
has been secularized by the laicist policy of Kemalism during eight decades. This
isapositive grade for Kemalism.

On the other hand, thisideology and movement deserves a negative grade as well
for at least four reasons:

1. Becauseit was ableto transform Turkey but stayed well behind becauseit was
unabletotransformitself, asmy qualification* Catholic” hasalready suggested.
Kemalists have been unable to start a process of catharsis until today.

2. More importantly, Kemalists are now the ones to give a reaction “from
below” to the second wave of revolution from above in the 2000s. This
reaction can becalled “ The Sevres Paranoid” already mentionedin footnote

-33-



Religion, the State and International Society

5. Kemalism a very progressive movement in the 1920s has become
reactionary in 2000s because it stayed the same. This process can be
schematized as follows!:

1920s 2000s
Kemalism EU Reform Packages
I 1
\Y% \Y
N N
1l Il
11 1
religious reaction “Sévres paranoid’ of Kemalists

3. What's more, this state of being is a self-denial for Kemalism because the
very essence of this prototype of underdeveloped country nationalism lies
in Atatlrk’s most important motto by far: “To reach the contemporary
civilization.” Contemporary Civilization was Europe of the 20sin Atatlirk’s
time; it's EU in the 2000s.

4. The Kemalists who refuse to quit the 1920s and come to the 2000s should
know that without theimpact of globalizationtoday Kemalist secularization
(and Turkey) would have probably ended up in the vicious circle described
throughout this article and schematized as follows:

LAICIST ACTION ==> DEMOCRACY ==> |SLAMIC REVIVAL ==>
KEMALIST REACTION ==> ISLAMIST ELECTION VICTORY ==>
KEMALIST REACTION, etc, etc.

Last but not least, Kemalists should know that their biggest victory liesinan Islamic
revival modernized and domesticated by its own election victory once in power.

Thisis after all what Dialecticsis all about.

10 Seemy Turkiye' de Azinliklar; kavramlar, Lozan, i¢ mevzuat, ictihat, uygulama, Istanbul, lletisim Yaynlar?,
2004, 253 pgs. (“Minoritiesin Turkey, Concepts - Theory - Lausanne - Legislation - Jurisprudence).
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