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4 INTRODUCTION.

read the one by the light of the other has been the privilege
of the author for more than forty years, and the govem
ing purpdse in publishing is to furnish additional facilities
for this delightful study to those who have not been thus
favored.

The sites and scenes described in the work were visited
many times during the author’s long residence in the coun
try; and the results, so far as they bear on Biblical illustra-
tion, appear in the current narrative. The conversations are
held in the open country, on horseback, by the way-side, or
beneath the travellers’ tent, and the reader is at liberty to
regard himself as the compagnon de voyage; for, in the mind
of the author, his fellow-traveller is not a mythical abstrac-
tion, whose office is merely to introduce new themes, but a
real and true-hearted friend, in full sympathy with the pur-
pose and aim of our pilgrimage through the Holy Land.





















THE LAND AND THE BOOK.

1.
JAFFA.

Arrival at Jaffa—Difficulty of Landing.—First View of the Land of Promise.—Main
Thoroughfare.—Bidrah.—Antiquity of Jaffa.—Andromeda and Perseus.—M. Scaurus.
—Modern Jaffa. —Dangerous Roadstead.—Szwulf.—The Prophet Jonah.—Whales
in the Mediterranean.—Jonah’s Gourd.—Tarshish.—Pious Language of the Orient-
als.—Jonah in Nineveh.—Preparations for the Journey.—Gardens of Jaffa.—Persian
Water-wheel. —Shadfif.—Methods of krrigation.—\Water-wheel at Hamath.—Water-
ing with the Foot.—Fruits of Jaffa.—How best to observe in Palestine.— Moses’s
View of the Promised Land.—Oriental Fair.—Dorcas.—City Gate, and Biblical Al-
lusions to it.—Saracenic Fountain.—Wanderings through the City.—Jaffa and its
Surroundings.—House of Simon the Tanner.—Tanneries.—Potter and Wheel.—Cus-
tom of breaking Defiled Vessels.—Sherd at the Hearth and the Pit.—Palestine the
Home of the Bible.—Mission of Biblical Poets.—Analysis of the First Psalm.—Nat-
ural Basis of our Religious Language.

April 4th.

I HAVE been here for several days awaiting your arrival, watch-
ing the weather with no little anxiety, and fearing lest the sea
should be too rough to permit of a landing, in which case you
would have been taken up to Haifa or even Beirit.

That would have been a serious inconvenience to us both; and,
indeed, the captain, after we left Port Said, thought it would very
likely occur. And even when anchored in this most unquict of
roadsteads, the prospect of getting on shore was far from encourag-
ing. Only one boat came out to us, and that was so tossed and
buffeted by the waves, that it was nearly impossible to get into it,
and not a little dangerous afterwards.

A not uncommon experience. But the storm is now over, you
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50 THE LAND AND THE BOOK.

surroundings, that we may be the better able to examine the re-
spective claims of the two rivals for the honor of being the site of
the historic and Biblical Antipatris. The question is complicated
by contradictory evidence, and the decision depends mainly upon
the mere physical characteristics of the two sites; hence the impor-
tance of our visit to this place. The essential conditions are three:

That there should be satisfactory indications of a city as old as
the age of Herod, at least;

That it should be on or near the Roman road from Jerusalem
to Cesarea;

That there should be an abundance of water—a river, in ‘fact—
at the site itself.

No place can be the Antipatris of Josephus that lacks either of
these conditions. Let us now continue our ride to Kefr Siba, and
inspect that locality also.

How far is it to Kefr Saba?

I once came here direct from there in an hour and a quarter,
but I rode fast, and the distance must be six miles.

Do you know anything about the Castle of Mirabel ?

My guide, an old Moslem from Hableh, where I was encamped,
told me that it was built by Abuna Barte—Father Barte—his way
of pronouncing Bonaparte—and that it was destroyed by Abd Allah
Pasha; both statements, of course, absurd. It may have been built
by the Crusaders, but upon the foundations of an older castle—pos-
sibly the one to which the little army of “ two hundred soldiers, and
horsemen threescore and ten, and spearmen two hundred,” brought
the Apostle Paul. They probably arrived here early in the morn-
ing, for they left Jerusalem at nine o’clock the previous night, and
must have marched all night, and in haste, lest they should be at-
tacked by that band of more than forty fanatics, who had “bound
themselves with an oath that they will neither eat nor drink until
they have killed” Paul.’ The soldiers and spearmen returned to
Jerusalem, and the horsemen continued their march to Casarea
along the road which we are now following, at least for several
miles. It was then and still is the great highway through Central
Palestine to Egypt.

1 Acts xxiii. 23. * Acts xxiii. 21.






52 THE LAND AND THE BOOK.

trees in abundance, and named it Antipatris.” The only difficulty
in the question is the name Kefr Siba, which is no doubt identical .
with the Capharsaba of Josephus; and if the character of this place
could be made to correspond to the description, it would be ac-
cepted by all as the true site of Antipatris. This, however, is quite
impossible. There are here no remains of an ancient city such as
Herod erected. No Roman road passes through it or near it; and
there is not at or anywhere in the neighborhood a river of water,
or even a brook, and, from the nature of the position occupied by
this village, there never could have been. All the three essential
conditions, therefore, are wanting at Kefr Siba. The only supply
of water for the village is from two deep wells below it on the east,
and a small pool south of it. Neither is the land immediately about
it particularly fertile, while back of it commence those sandy downs
which extend westward to the sea. But the plain around and
north of er Rds may fairly be called the most fertile in Herod's
kingdom. I once rode directly from Kefr Siba to er Ras through
a veritable sea of the tallest and most luxuriant wheat that I have
seen in Palestine. The grove mentioned by Josephus has disap-
peared; but this can easily be explained. :

How do you account for the transfer of the name Capharsaba
to this place from er Ras?

Two possible explanations occur to me. The first is based upon
the statement of Josephus, made more than once, that Antipatris
was built in the plain of Capharsaba, which may have been the
name of a district that included the whole region from er Ras to
this village. Palestine is even now divided up into similar districts:
Herod changed the name of that part of the plain on which he
built the city, and called it Antipatris. Another supposition I think
more probable: Capharsaba was originally at er Ris; but when the
inhabitants found that Herod was determined to transform their
village into a government station, they voluntarily removed from
it to this place, and transferred the name to their new home. If
they were in his way, Herod would not have hesitated to remove
them by force. Thus there came to be two Capharsabas; and, by
a confusion quite natural to persons not acquainted with the local
circumstances, both places might be occasionally called Antipatris.




































66 THE LAND AND THE BOOK.

has been carried away to build the fortifications of Acre. The
Acropolis, occupying the extremity of the cape, was cut off from
the outer city by a wall prodigiously strong, some sections of which
remain entire, and just as they were first put up. There is no
patchwork, no broken columns or other fragments, as in most
Greek and Roman structures in Syria. Just within the wall stands
a portion of a building whose character it is difficult to compre-
hend. It was erected on vaults of great strength, and the frag-
ment on the east side towers up at least seventy feet high. There
it stands in its loneliness, the first object that strikes the eye of the
traveller either up or down the coast. Near the top on the inte-
rior, so high that it strains the neck to look at them, are flying
buttresses, resting below on the heads of men, from which sprung
the arches of the lofty roof. Who erected this grand edifice, and
when? The only history we have of 'Athlit begins with the Cru-
saders, who call it Castellum Perigrinorum—Pilgrims’ Castle—be-
cause they used to land there when Acre was in the hands of the
Saracens. But there was, doubtless, a city here long before the
Crusades; and I find it difficult to believe that those temporary
occupants of this coast had leisure to erect such gigantic masses
of masonry. They probably at this place, as at so many others,
appropriated the ruins of ancient works, and remodelled them to
suit their own convenience.

The modern village occupies the whole of the Acropolis, but
many of the houses are encumbered by immense masses of débris
thrown down by the destructive earthquake of 1837. A low rocky
ridge begins a little to the north of 'Athlit, extending far south-
wards; and in front of the place it rises to a considerable elevation,
and is there cut up in a singular manner by old quarries. Directly
east of the village a broad road was hewn through the ridge, which
is yet the common highway to it from the surrounding éountry,
and well-worn tracks of chariot-wheels are still to be seen along
this remarkable passage.

The question returns, What is 'Athlit, either by this or any
other name? I have no answer. The Hebrew writers may have
had no occasion to mention it, because that part of the coast was
not in their possession. The Roman and Greek authors and travel-










































76 THE LAND AND THE BOOK.

and I have seen it nowhere else in greater perfection than upon
the sacred plain of Sharon.

Now this powerful king of day is but the faint shadow of his
Maker, the Sun of Righteousness; and when He rises with healing
in his wings,' may we be ever ready to meet him with analogous
welcome and superior joy. Let us even now listen to the many
voices around us calling to prayer. “Oh come, let us worship and
bow down: let us kneel before the Lord our Maker. For he is our
God; and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his
hand.”

We have done well to commence our ride with the dawn, for it
is a long one, and will be most fatiguing. He who goes not to bed
will be early up, says an Oriental proverb, and so it has been with
me. I can never sleep in such a place as this, and therefore merely
wrapped my cloak about me, and sat down patiently to watch our
boastful guard, for I never yet found them faithful through a whole
night. Talking, smoking, and joking, they managed to stave off
sleep until midnight, and then all except Hammid gave up the
effort. He held on for nearly another hour, humming to himself
more and more drowsily, till finally his head subsided on his chest,
and his song into a gurgling snore.

Lifting his gun quietly from his knee, I walked out on the
ancient causeway, and set myself to count the stars, and listen to
the sounds that startle the dull ear of night. I deemed myself
familiar with every noise and note that mark the transit of those
leaden hours: the surf's low murmur, dying out on the shore; the
sobbing of the winds amongst the trees and rocks; the monotonous
response of the night-hawk to his mate; the muffled flutter of the
circling bat; the howl of the wolf; the jackal's wail; the bark of
the fox, and the watch-dog's bay from the distant fold. To these
and such as these I have listened with the listening stars many a
time. But there was something additional to render my solitary
watch upon that old dam strange, doubtful, and expectant. Above
the clattering of mill-stones and the rush of water-wheels there
came, every now and then, a loud splash and stifled groan. Did
they come from the slimy crocodiles which crawl through this

! Mal. iv. 2. ? Psa. xcv. 6, 7.
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longs to know something of the musings and occupations of that
wonderful man during the tedium of those many months. But in-
spiration is silent, and even tradition fails us. The supposition that
he then superintended the writing of Luke's Gospel fs a mere guess,
with no historical basis.

We are again within Casarea’s prostrate walls. Doubtless some
of these mounds of rubbish mark the exact site of Paul's prison,
and from this sandy margin of the harbor he stepped on board that
ship of Adramyttium in which he sailed for Italy to prosecute his
appeal before Casar.' Repeatedly have I passed over the same
seas, and followed the apostle step by step in that tedious and
unfortunate voyage. They evidently had a pleasant run to Sidon,
where they touched the next day, and Paul was allowed to go on
shore and refresh himself amongst his friends. The wind must have
then hauled round to the west, for the ship could not pursue the
direct course to Italy south of Cyprus, but ran north between that
island and the Syrian coast, and then west over the sea of Cilicia
and Pamphylia; working westwards in the tecth of the wind, it was
a tedious and dangerous passage. But we may not follow that
celebrated voyage any farther at present, nor longer linger here at
Casarea; so takc your last look at these remains of the city, and
harbor, and sandy suburbs, and let us hasten after our luggage, now
far ahead of us.

In passing from Caesarea to Jaffa the ancient geographers and
Itineraries stretched their lines from the one to the other, as though
there was nothing worth attention in the twelve intervening hours.
Nor were they much mistaken, for there is, perhaps, no ride of so
many miles in any other part of Palestine more solitary and barren
of historic interest. Strabo says, “ After Strato's Tower there is a
great wood, and’ then Joppa.” The Roman road was-evidently car-
ried east of these sandy downs which lie along the shore, both to
avoid them and also to find suitable places to throw their bridges
over the rivers which cnter the seca. Following that route there is
first a dreary wood of dwarfish pines and tangled bushes, and then
the long plain of Sharon.

Before taking leave of this interesting site, let us examine the

U Acts xxvii. 2.
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all possible angles and shapes, like dog-eared pasteboard in a book-
bindery. :

Yes, and the same extraordinary formation continues almost to
Jaffa. The cliffs are called Derb el Kheit, probably because they
stretch in a straight line for so many miles. But our horses are
becoming exhausted with this deep sand; let us therefore turn into
the country, and pass over these sand-hills to Mukhailid, forty-five
minutes to the south-east of us. There has been a fight there this
week between the villagers and the Bedawin, as I was told at the
mills last night; but we are a strong party, and they will not ven-
ture to molest us. There we shall find water, take our lunch, and
refresh our weary horses.

What sort of birds are these which make such a noise amongst
the trees and bushes?

They are field-sparrows, and this is one of the largest congre-
gations of them I have seen. The trees and even the bushes are
stuffed full of their nests; and these hawks that are soaring about
cause all this alarm and hubbub amongst the sparrows. I saw
something like this on the Hileh, only the birds are ten times more
numerous here; in fact, they seem to be without number. They
live upon the wild oats which cover these sand-hills as if sown by
the hand of man. I once found an immense colony of sparrows
settled in the bushes along the northern margin of the plain of
Gennesaret. The gregarious instinct which leads them to unite and
build their nests at breeding-time in such populous communities is
shared by other birds. The crows or rooks select the vast cane-
brakes north of lake Huleh. The beautiful wirwir—bee-eater—
burrows in great numbers in the soft earth-banks at the ancient site
of Tarichaa, near the outgo of the Jordan from the lake of Tibe-
rias; and many other kinds of birds exhibit the same instincts.

These nests are so numerous and so low that one might easily
gather a peck of their tiny eggs, and unfledged younglings, with
mother-hen and all, could they be of any use.

Ay ; but by such wanton robbery you would violate both the
letter and the spirit of the Mosaic law.

To what precept do you refer?

You doubtless remember that God commanded his servant
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unproductive. The question then comes to this, Could such a
country sustain two millions of inhabitants at the time, and under
the conditions implied in the Biblical accounts? To this question
.we may safely give an affirmative reply. For, in the first place, the
conditions of the problem require only two hundred and eighty-five -
inhabitants to the square mile—a density of population which has
been far exceeded in some other countries even in modern times.
Belgium has about three hundred and thirty, North Holland four
hundred and fifty-five, and South Holland four hundred and sixty-
nine inhabitants to the square mile. In the second place, it is a
fact not contested, I believe, that the mode of living in ancient
times was much simpler than now, and hence much less was re-
quired to maintain an individual then than at present.

I know it is the common opinion that it cost far less to live in
ancient times than it does now, and this is probable; but still I
should like to have this supposition confirmed by adequate data,
so far, at least, as they illustrate the Biblical statements in regard
to the population of the Holy Land. If it required only half as
much to support a man then as it does now, this fact would largely
modify the whole question. But how can this be established ?

The essentials are food, clothing, and shelter; and there is good
reason to believe that the average Hebrew, in the olden time, could
and did live on far less than what is required for the average Euro-
pean or American of the present day. They were an agricultural
people and a pastoral —a nation of small farmers, just as the in-
habitants of Palestine now are. The ordinary food of both was
also substantially the same—bread, olives, oil ; butter, milk, and
cheese from their flocks; fruits and vegetables from their orchards
and gardens, and meat on rare occasions. Their fertile plains fur-
nished wheat in abundance; and although “it is written, Man
shall not live by bread alone,” yet it has been the main depend-
ence in this country, and is so still.' On their hills flourished
the olive, the fig, and the vine, and over the rough mountains and
waste places grazed their sheep and goats. Thus each man’s “lot”
furnished the food for himself and his household. Their clothing,
also, was of the simplest kind, home-made, coarse, and strong—

1 Matt. iv. 4.
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look in this direction for that Gezer to which David pursued the
routed Philistines after the battle of the mulberry-trees, somewhere
south of Jerusalem.' It is curious, too, that in the Onomasticon
Gezer is said to be four miles north of Emmaus, Nicopolis, where- .
as, if this Tell Jezer be the place intended, it is full that distance
west of it.

The identification of this site by M. Ganneau excited peculiar
interest at the time, and he thus writes about the discovery:

“This, as I may almost call it, accidental discovery, which I an-
nounced at the time to the Académie des Inscriptions et Belles-
lettres, and which was received with some incredulity, met with a
most unexpected confirmation four years afterwards, in 1874, when,
on visiting the spot in the service of the Palestine Exploration
Fund, I discovered at Abu Shdsheh, in the exact locality I had
fixed upon as the site of Gezer, bilingual inscriptions in Greek and
Hebrew deeply carved upon the rock, with the Biblical name of
Gezer written in full, and repeated twice; and marking, without
doubt, the priestly limit or sabbatical zone which surrounded the
place.” M. Ganneau may well be pardoned the high satisfaction
which he expresses in this fortunate discovery. So far as I know,
this is the only bilingual inscription ever found in Palestine. On
the whole, I think the officers of the Palestine Exploration Fund
have satisfactorily proved that this tell marks the site of Gezer,
which was allotted to the Levites of the Kohathite family, as men-
tioned in Joshua xxi. 21. And herein consists the chief interest in
the identification. The careful and learned discussions by which
this result is reached can be found in the publications of the Pales-
tine Exploration Fund. Lieutenant Conder, while examining the
site, found no less than twenty-three wine-presses, some of them
very perfect. He also discovered many other indications of a large
ancient city, including rock-cut tombs—a fact not altogether in
accord with the sanctity of a Levitical city.

Where is Modin, so celebrated in the Maccabees and in Jose-
phus?

During my rambles over this region in former years I made
many and fruitless inquiries about the seven pyramids which Simon

1 2 Sam. v. 25.
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extensive olive-orchards in the country. I cannot account for these
hills of ashes, except on the supposition that the kily, alkali, used
in the manufacture of soap has been very impure, leaving a large
residuum to be cast out upon these heaps.

From whence is this kily, and by what process is it manu-
factured ? .

" In Syria it is obtained mostly from the Arabs of the frontier
deserts, where it is made by burning the glasswort and other sali-
ferous plants that grow on those arid plains. The kily resembles
in appearance cakes of coarse salt, and it is generally adulterated
with sand, earth, ashes, and other extraneous materials; and from
them these tells of rubbish gradually accumulate around the places
where soap .is manufactured. The growth of these mounds, how-
ever, is so slow that it must have taken centuries for those at Edlib
to reach their present size. The mineral alkali, called natron, found
in Egypt, and employed from remotest antiquity for various pur-
poses besides making soap, as we learn from Herodotus and other
old authors, is not used in this country.

Both kinds of alkali are mentioned, I suppose, in the Bible.
Jeremiah says of the degenerate Jews of his day, “ Though thou
wash thee with nitre, and take thee much soap, yet thine iniquity
is marked before me, saith the Lord God.”' This borith, here
translated soap, was, doubtless, some cleansing preparation of vege-
table alkali, and the nitre was the mineral natron of Egypt. Mala-
chi also speaks of “fullers’ soap,” where the same word borith is
used.’” Solomon was acquainted with the natron of.Egypt, and
also with the fact that it effervesced violently when brought into
contact with vinegar; and he says that this is like singing songs to
a heavy heart.” The wise king’s own heart seems to have been in
an effervescing state when he indited his Ecclesiastical complaints
and confessions.

These ash-heaps are extremely mischievous, for they not only
add to the heat which renders Ramleh almost uninhabitable in
summer, but, on the occurrence of the slightest wind, the air is
filled with a fine, pungent dust, which is very injurious to the eyes.
I once walked the streets counting all that were either blind or had

! Jer. ii. 22, ? Mal. iii. 2. 3 Prov. xxv. 20,
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Yastr. That village is seated at the south end of a high ridge, is
better built, and has more trees about it than el Mesmiyeh, but is
not so populous. Turning somewhat to the south of west, we
came in half an hour to Bataniyeh esh Shirkiyeh, and thence to Ba-
taniyeh el Ghurbiyeh, and from this last to Esddd—two hours and
a half in all from el Mesmiyeh, through a country as fertile as it is
beautiful. . '

The account of your ride through the fog reminded me of a pas-
sage in Isaiah, where the Lord says, “I will take my rest, and I will
consider in my dwelling-place like a clear heat upon herbs, and like
a cloud of dew in the heat of harvest.™

This latter comparison I have no doubt was suggested by some
such cloud as that which I have described. In the morning it
absolutely reposed upon the vast harvest-field of Philistia, lying on
the corn serene and quiet as infancy asleep. I have never seen
such a cloud in this country except “in the heat of harvest.” To
exactly what natural phenomenon the poetic prophet refers in the
preceding clause is doubtful; “like a clear heat upon herbs"” is
scarcely intelligible in this connection. 1 at least have noticed
nothing of this kind which could suggest the thought of repose and
meditation. Nor does it improve the matter to read, “like a clear
heat after rain,” as it is in the margin. The Hebrew itself is ob-
scure, but in the Arabic it is “like the shining light of noonday.”
This is very suggestive of retirement to some cool, quiet place of
rest, and there are many references to it in other passages of the
Bible. I have often been struck with the quietude of sultry noon.
The feeble breeze slumbers amongst the tree-tops, and the very
shadows appear stationary and dreamy. If the allusion is to these
phenomena, it is very expressive indeed. '

It is during such rides that one sees life as it is in Philistia.
When the fog dispersed the whole plain appeared to be dotted over
with harvesting parties. All seemed to be in good-humor, enjoying
the cool air of the morning. There was singing alone and in chorus,
incessant talking, and laughing long and loud.

The grain is not bound in sheaves, but gathered into large bun-
dles. Two of these, secured in a net-work of rope, are placed a

! Isa. xviii. 4.
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quite unfit for such a purpose. If this had been required, the poor
bondmen would have truly been “in evil case, after it was said, Ye
shall not minish aught from your bricks of your daily task.”” It
seemed to me then, and subsequent observation has tended to con-
firm the impression, that the kish collected throughout all Egypt
must have been mainly intended to feed the fires that baked a
part of their tale of bricks. I know it is asserted that all burnt
brick found in Egypt is of Roman times, but I am not quite pre-
pared to admit this. The burning of brick must have been well
known in Egypt,’and also the superiority, for many purposes, of
such brick over those merely dried in the sun. Not to mention
the bricks manufactured in the valley of the Euphrates, we read
of brickkilns in this country in the time of David;' and Jeremiah
was commanded by the Lord to hide great stones “in the brick-
‘kiln, which is at the entry of Pharaoh’s house in Tahpanhes.
This was centuries before the Romans had anything to do with
"Egypt. The point to be made is this: There were brickkilns in
Egypt at an early date. What kind of fuel was employed in
burning the brick is now not known. If it was this kish, the
amount consumed would be enormous. While ascending the Nile
I frequently saw large mounds of straw floated down the river on
boat-rafts, and, upon inquiry, was assured that the greater part of
it was to feed the furnaces of the Khédive's various manufacturing
establishments. Subsequently I examined some of these furnaces;
and although I did not find any brickkilns, I did see kilns for burn-
ing lime, and at one of them I saw a long train of camels bringing
fuel to it. The loads were made up of stubble gathered from corn-
fields, cotton, rice, and sugar plantations, and from any and every
place where such stubble could be collected. It was called kiish by
those poor workmen; the very word used by the Hebrews, on the
banks of that same river, to specify the “stubble” which they had
to gather throughout all the land of Egypt, just as these “slaves”
of “ Effendina,” the modern Pharaoh, had to gather their fuel. I
went into the vaulted room where the men fed the fires, and found
it hot to suffocation, and was compelled to escape immediately.
None but a naked Egyptian could endure such heat.
! Exod. v. 19. * 2 Sam. xii. 31. 3 Jer. xliii. 9.








































































184 THE LAND AND THE BOOK.

it, for when it again appears in sacred history, it is as a city of the.
Philistines,' and in connection with the romantic adventures and
exploits of Samson.’

It was here that Israel’s great champion was imprisoned, and
made to grind at the mill. To what an abject condition that
renowned hero was reduced,

To grind in brazen fetters under task,

Eyeless, in Gaza, at thz mill with slaves!

Oh, change beyond report, thought, or belief!

See how he lies at random, carelessly diffused !
Can this be he

Who tore the lion as the lion tears the kid;

Ran on embattled armies clad in iron,

" In scorn of their proud arms and warlike tools ;
Spurned them to death by troops? The bold Ascalonite
Fled from his lion ramp; old warriors turned
Their plated backs under his heel,

Or, grovelling, soiled their crested helmets in the dust.
Then, with what trivial weapon come to hand,

The jaw of a dcad ass his sword of bone,

A thousand foreskins fell, the flower of Palestine,

In Ramath-lechi, famous to this day.

Then by main force pulled up and on his shoulders bore
The gates of Gaza, post, and massy bar,

Up to the hill of Hebron, seat of giants old.

Thus Milton sings his glorious deeds. .
Yes, and with what shame, remorse, and horror he is made to
bewail his unequalled folly in having divulged the secret gift of God
To a deceitful woman # # # # Delilah,
That specious monster, my accomplished snare,
: Who shore me,
Like a tame wether, of my precious fleece,
Then turned me out ridiculous, despoiled,
Shaven, and disarmed among mine encmies.
Tell me, friends,
Am I not sung and proverbed for a fool
In every street?

By far the most wonderful exhibitions of his giant strength he
ever made was in this city, not only in walking off with the gates
to the top of yonder hill towards Hebron—though any one who

' 1 Sam. vi. 17. ? Judg. xvi. 1-3; 21-30.






186 THE LAND AND THE BOOK.

It is one of those pleasant coincidences that here at Gaza, where
we read in that ancient story that Samson “did grind in the prison,”
we still have the same operation ringing in our ears.

The reason is, that this city has no mill-stream near it; there
are no wind or steam mills, and hence the primitive apparatus is
heard in every street.

How do you understand the story of Samson and his three hun-
dred foxes, as narrated in the fifteenth chapter of Judges? 1 have
often heard it quoted as proof of the incredibility of some of the
Bible narratives by sceptics, who deny the possibility of one man’s
catching so many of those animals.

It is probable that jackals were also included, and these are
even now extremely numerous. I have had more than one race
after them, and over the very theatre of Samson’s exploit. When
encamped out in the plain, with a part of Ibrahim Pasha’s army, in
1834, we were serenaded all night long by troops of these hideous
howlers. But if we must limit Samson’s exploit to ordinary foxes,
even these are to be found here. It must be admitted, however, that
the number seems not only large in view of the difficulty of captur-
ing them, but also far too great for the purpose intended. The ob-
ject was to set fire to the dry corn which covered the plains of the
Philistines. Now, a spark would seem sufficient to accomplish this.
During the summer months the whole country is one sea of dead-
ripe grain, dry as tinder. There is neither break, nor hedge, nor
fence, nor any cause of interruption. Once in a blaze, it would
create a wind for itself, even if it were calm to begin with; and it
would seem that a less number could have answered all the pur-
poses of Samson; but to this it is obvious to remark that he medi-
tated no limited revenge. He therefore planned to set the fields
of many towns and villages on fire at the same moment, so that
the people would be confounded and bewildered by beholding the
conflagration on all sides of them, and, each being intent on saving
his own crop, no one could help his neighbor. Besides, the text
implies that certain parts were already reaped, and this would pro-
duce interruptions in the continuity of the fields: and, also, we know
not the methods of cultivation at that early period. Part of the
land may have been permitted to lie fallow, or might have bgen
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isolated tell—and there are many such—with the vast congrega-
tion wide-spread abroad over the face of the burning desert, per-
ishing with thirst, calling in agony and despair, and finally in wrath
and rebellion, for water; for ‘ the soul of the people was much dis-
couraged because of the way. And the people spake against God,
and against Moses, Wherefore have ye brought us up out of Egpyt
to die in the wilderness?”' Then came amongst them those fiery
serpents, and much people of Israel died; but the divine remedy
was at hand, and what a strange one it was! A brazen figure of
their enemy was lifted up upon a pole, and every one that was
bitten when he beheld it lived. And now what wonder and joy
throughout the camp. All that were bitten hasten from their tents
to look and live. Parents fly with their little ones, and lift their
languishing eyes to the miraculous symbol. The aged, the feeble,
the dying even, are borne along by relatives and friends from every
quarter, and every one that looked upon it revived and lived. See,
too, the happy groups returning with shouts of joy and triumph to
their distant tents.

There is no call upon us to assume the chair of the critic or
the pulpit of the preacher to discover and illustrate the significance
of this symbolic transaction. The interpretation of the whole is
made sure and perfectly plain by a single sentence of Him who
could not be mistaken, “ As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wil-
derness, even so must the Son of man be lifted up: that whosoever .
believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.”> And so
lifted up, may He speedily draw all our sin-smitten race unto Him
to look and live.

! Nurab. xxi. 4, §. * John iii. 14, 15,
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VII
GAZA TO BEIT JIBRIN.

Road to Beit Jibrin.—HNo important Ancient Sites.—Altered Condition of the Country ana
the People.—Bedawin Arabs.—Natural Features of Philistia.—View from Tell el Miin-
tir.—Er Ruhaibeh to Gaza.—Settled Pastoral Arabs.—Their Manners and Customs
illustrative of Patriarchal Life.—Arabs at the Well.—Gerar.—Wady esh Sheri’ah.—
Discovery ut the Site of Gerar.—Tell Jem’a.—Jiirf el Jerrar, possible Site of the Patri-
arch’'s Encampment.—Them4il, Water Pools.—Wady Ghiizzeh.—Mounds of Broken
Pottery. — Peculiar Cisterns.— Strife between the Herdsmen of Gerar and those of
Isaac.—Welis of Rehoboth and Beer-sheba.—Covenant between Isaac and Abimelech.
—Permanent Withdrawal of Isaac from Gerar.—He dwells in the Negeb.—Muweilih,
B.cer-lahai-roi.—\\'ady Jeriir.—Khiilasah, Elusa, Chesil.—Seb4ita, Zephath, Hormah.—
Kadesh-barnea.—Et Tih, Wilderness of Wandering.—Wady Gadis.—'Ain Gadis, Ka-
desh-barnea.—Does the Site meet the Requirements of the Biblical Narrative >—Esh-
col.—Biblical References to Eshcol.—Traditional References to Eshcol.—Isaac’s So-
journ in Gerar.—Friendly Relations between Citics and Bedawin Tribes.—Wells dug
by the Patriarchs and Kings.—Towers and Castles to command valuable Watering-
places.—Stopping up of Wells.—Names of Ancient Sites perpetuated by Remarkable
Trees and Fountains.—Refusal of Edom tg allow Israel to pass through his Border.—
Purchase of Water with Money.—Washing with Sand.—Scarcity of Water in the Tih and
in Edom.—The Land where the Patriarchs dwelt.—Strange Coincidences in the Life
of the Patriarchs at Gerar.—Royal Titles.—Harem.—Domestic Tragedies.—Covenants
at Beer-sheba.—Character of Isaac.—Isaac, Rebekah, and Abimelech.—Jacob and Esau.
—Isaac deceived by Jazolb and his Mother.—Gaza to Beit Jibrin.—Villages along the
Route.—Um Laikis, Lachish.—'Aijldn, Eglon.—Eglon and Lachish captured by Joshua.
—Sennacherib and Nebuchadnezzar besiege Iachish.—ILachish connected with Moie-
sheth-gath.—Breadth of Philistia.—Road from 'Aijlin to Beit Jibrin.—Tell Zeita.—
Khiirbet Jett.—Shephela, or Low Country.—The Negeb, or South Country.—Tenacity
of Ancient Names in the Negeb.—'AkkfD, Wild Artichoke.—The Galgal of Scripture.

April 17th,
WiIAT sort of country have we before us to-day?

Beautiful in itsclf, but monotonous—wheat, wheat, a very ocean
of wheat. Our road to Beit Jibrin leads diagonally across the terri-
tory ot Philistia, and offers an opportunity to become familiar with
its physical features and its present productions; but there are no
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Bible story, and he discovers more than one interesting locality.
We shall only refer to Kadesh-barnea. He finds it twelve miles
east-south-east of Muweilih ; and as he stood at the base of the rock
that was smitten by Moses, and gazed upon the beautiful brook of
delicious water still gushing forth from it and leaping down into the
desert in many a lovely cascade, he was quite wild with enthusiastic
excitement, and well he might be, with his firm faith in the identi-
fication.

This part of et Tih, as the vast Wilderness of Wandering is now
called, has been recently visited and described by those intrepid
travellers Palmer and Drake, and they have brought to light many
lost sites, and cleared away much of the obscurity which has for so
many ages enveloped that houseless desert. When I was at Mr.
Rowlands’s Muweilih, I made diligent inquiries about Kadesh; but
both our own Arabs and other Bedawin we met in the neighbor-
hood were either absolutely ignorant of such a place, under any
possible pronunciation of the name, or they purposely concealed
their knowledge of it. Palmer and Drake, however, believe that
they have discovered the true site in Wady Gadis, some ten miles
or more south-east of Muweilih. The only description given by
them that I have seen is singularly brief and unsatisfactory; for if
’Ain Gadis be in reality the Kadesh-barnea in the wilderness of
Paran, mentioned in Numbers xiii. 26, and elsewhere, it is one of
the most interesting sites in the entire history of the Hebrew Wan-
derings. They thus describe it: “ The 'Ain Gadis discovered by us
consists of three springs, or, rather, shallow pools, called Themail
by the Arabs, one of them overflowing in the rainy season, and pro-
ducing a stream of water. It is situated about lat. 31° 34/, long.
40° 31’, three miles above the water-shed of the valley of that part
of the previously unexplored mountain plateau of the 'Azazimeh,
where this falls suddenly to a lower level, and, as we found on sub-
sequently passing through it, is more open, less hilly, and more
easily approached from the direction of 'Akabah, and is thus situ-
ated at what I should call one of the natural borders of the coun-
try.” They suppose that Mr. Rowlands did not visit this place at
all; “but he scems to have applied the name wrongly to 'Ain el
Gudecirat, some miles farther northwards.” One sadly wants a lit-
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of Hebron, and not several days’ journey to the south of it. This
is a topographical question of considerable importance in its bear-
ing upon the site of Kadesh, and, indeed, upon much of the sub-
sequent journeyings of the Hebrews during the thirty-eight years
of their wanderings in the wilderness. If the location of Kadesh at
’Ain Gadis necessitates the transfer of Eshcol several days’ march
southwards from Hebron, I think that the identification will not be
readily accepted.

We must not wander any longer in the wilderness, but resume
our history of Isaac’s sojourn in Gerar, which is both curious and
instructive. Combining pastoral and agricultural industry, it is not
strange that he grew very great. The vast grazing plains around
and south of his position enabled him to multiply his flocks indefi-
nitely, while the “hundred-fold” harvests furnished bread for his
numerous servants; and, in addition to these advantages, the bless-
ing of the Lord was on the labor of his hands in a manner alto-
gether extraordinary. These things made the Philistines envy and
fear him; and therefore Abimelech, king of Gerar, demanded and
obtained a covenant of peace with him. Just so at this day the
towns, and even cities, such as Hamath and Hums in the north, and
Gaza and Hebron in this region, cultivate with care friendly rela-
tions with the sheikhs of the great tribes on their borders.

The country was deficient in water, and wells, dug at great
expense, were regarded as very valuable possessions. Isaac was a
great well-digger, prompted thereto by the necessities of his nu-
merous flocks; and in those days this was an operation of such
expense and difficulty as to be mentioned amongst the acts which
rendered even kings illustrious. Uzziah, king of Judah, “digged
many wells: for he had much cattle, both in the low country and
in the plains.”’ The strife for the possession of wells was a fruitful
source of annoyance to the peaceful patriarch, as it had been the
cause of separation between Abraham and Lot before him; and
such contests are now very common all over the country, but more
especially in these southern deserts. It was the custom in former
times to erect towers or castles to command and secure the posses-
sion of valuable watering-places. Thus Uzziah “ built towers in the

1 2 Chron. xxvi. 10.
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A singular obscurity hangs over the site of Gath. Nothing in
the Bible is decisive, and the historic notices are vague and uncer-
tain. Jerome seems to locate it on the road from Eleutheropolis
to Gaza, but does not state how far west from Beit Jibrin. Khir-
bet Jett may, therefore, answer to the place referred to by Jerome.
Benjamin of Tudela makes Mareshah and Gath identical. Mare-
shah is on the list of “cities with their villages,” given to the tribe
of Judah, “toward the coast of Edom southward.”" It was rebuilt
by Rehoboam, and is mentioned in connection with Gath.* Micah
refers to it as though it was a suburb of Gath.' The site of Mare-
shah is now admitted to be at a tell a little more than a mile south
of Beit Jibrin. The bearing of this upon the location of Gath is
important, since the prophet Micah, by coupling the two names
together, wrote Moresheth-gath probably in order to fix the place
of the less-known suburb by the name of the main city. This is
quite natural, on the supposition that Gath was at Beit Jibrin; but
not if Tell es Safieh is the site of Gath, for that is many miles away
to the north, and one would have to pass through Beit Jibrin and
several other towns to get to Tell es Sifieh from Mareshah. It
would certainly now be unnatural to write Moresheth—Tell es
Sifieh, in order to mark the site of Gath at the latter place.

Dr. Porter has located Gath at Tell es Sifieh; and this is now, I
believe, the general opinion, and, of course, may be correct. I am
not yet satisfied with the identification. There is not a single men-
tion of Tell es Sifieh in any ancient record, so far as known, which
identifies it with any Biblical site. Neither Eusebius nor Jerome
locate Gath there. It is quite suitable for a fortification, and as
such it figures in the Middle Ages under the name of Blanchegarde,
a fort having been erected on it by the Crusaders under King Ful-
co, about A.D. 1138, and several years after the rebuilding of the
ancient fortress at Beit Jibrin, to check the forays of the Muham-
medan garrison from that city and from Askelon, not much less
than eighteen miles distant. This fort was built of hewn stone,
and had four towers. It afterwards came into the possession of
Saladin, and was dismantled by him in A.D. 1191, but appears to
have been rebuilt by King Richard of England, and on the plains

! Josh. xv. 21, 44. ? 2 Chron. ix. 5, 8. 3 Mic. i. 10, 14.
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compare with Beit Jibrin, which, indeed, has in and around it the
most wonderful remains of antiquity to be found in any other place
in Philistia. If Beit Jibrin is not the site of Gath, it will be diffi-
cult to select any city of Biblical celebrity that will accord with
the indications and central position of this remarkable place.

Without attaching too much importance to the mere sound and
signification of names, I must say that to hear the compound word
Beit-Jibrin pronounced by the Arabs naturally suggests the idea of
the house of giants, for beit is the common Arabic word for house,
and jababirah for giants; and the Hebrew Betogabra is even more
suggestive of Goliath and his gigantic family. It is possible that
the name should be written Jibriel, instead of Jibrin; and Beit
Jibriel might be translated the house of Gabriel, as has been sug-
gested by Dr. Robinson and others. There are well-known exam-
ples of the change of the & into #, as Beitin for Bethel, Zer'in for
Jezreel, etc. But, in spite of all such criticism, the name Beit Jib-
rin, as written and pronounced by her present people, never sug-
gests to my mind the angel Gabriel; and I am, therefore, still in-
clined to the oplmon that Eleutheropolis, Betogabra, Belt Jibrin,
and Gath are one and the same city.

These identifications lend additional interest to this vicinity ; for
not only did Goliath reside here, but in this beautiful valley King
Asa achieved that grand victory over “Zerah the Ethiopian with
a host of a thousand thousand, and three hundred chariots. Then
Asa went out against him, and they set the battle in array in the
valley of Zephathah at Mareshah.”

There are, in fact, many things about Beit Jibrin which merit
‘a carcful examination. The most striking is the quadrangular
enclosure which marks out the boundaries of an old castle. It is
about six hundred feet square, and was built of large heavy stone.
Then, too, the castle within this enclosure has points of interest.
Some parts of it appear to be ancicnt, while the confused mass of
arches, vaults, and broken walls speaks of Saracenic and Crusading
times. Dr. Robinson thus describes the ruins of this castle:

“They consist of the remains of a fortress of immense strength,
in the midst of an irregular, rounded enclosure, encompassed by a

! 2 Chron. xiv. 9, 10.
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tures in the southern part, now shut up, and, indeed, buried beneath
the ruins.”

Besides the castle there are immense artificial caverns hewn out
of these cretaceous hills, and some of them curiodsly ornamented.
They are found chiefly in the wady which runs up south by east,
and in which is situated, farther on, the ruined church called Santa
Hanneh—St. Anne. Dr. Robinson has given a detailed account of
these remarkable excavations, the object of which he is at a loss
to comprehend. Some of them may have been originally cisterns,
but subsequently enlarged into temples and underground chapels,
and others made into granaries.

Accompanied by Salim, I spent the morning exploring those
caverns; and though I had heard and read about them, they took
me quite by surprise, as something new, strange, and inexplicable.
In some cases several of them are connected together by short tun-
nels. The sides of most of them are cut smooth, but in others they
are irregular and rough. In shape, formation, and size they differ
greatly : some are long, high, and narrow; others are hollow cones;
and many of them are bellshaped, and lighted from above by a
circular opening at the top; but what impressed me most was their
enormous capacity. I measured one which was nearly one hundred
and twenty feet in diameter, and, by letting down my measuring
tape from the top of another, found that it was more than ninety
feet deep. There are scores of these excavations here, there, and
everywhere ; now on one side of the valley, then on the other, south,
south-east, and south-west, I believe; but my head got bewildered
in exploring such underground labyrinths, and I lost all idea of the
points of the compass. In one of the largest caverns I noticed
carved figures of men or gods, but very rude and grotesque. In
some there are inscriptions, but so high I could not make them out.

The inscriptions are generally in Cufic characters, but of no his-
toric value, consisting mainly of pious ejaculations, scratched upon
the walls by Christian and Muhammedan visitors. The uncouth
figures you mentioned are indeed curious, but so high up that it is
not easy to copy them, or to ascertain what they were intended
to represent. Some of these chambers have numerous small niches

! Rob. Res. vol. ii. p. 25.
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they are wholly unique, and must have been extremely inconven-
ient. They are, therefore, an unsolved puzzle, and I fear must re-
main so; for there are neither inscriptions, architectural devices, nor
even traditions to explain either their origin or their object.

Rock-cut tombs abound in various places around Beit Jibrin, as
was to be expected; but they are constructed in a manner quite
different from the caves. Some of them are so large, and the
arrangement of the locali so extensive and intricate, as fairly to
merit the name. of catacombs. Other excavations were, no doubt,
intended for cisterns. These were stuccoed and made water-tight.
and most of the villages in this eastern part of Philistia depend
upon them for water. Between this and Tell es Sifieh is a place
called Dhikrin, which boasts of an underground cistern which has
forty mouths or openings. On my way to the tell I examined this
immense cistern; and, though I did not find half the number of
mouths named, the size of the cistern was obviously very great.
A top crust, or rocky shell, two or three feet thick, extends, un-
broken, over a large area. Below it the soft cretaceous marl has
been excavated, leaving only pillars here and there to support the
overlying roof. The mouths werg opened at various places through
the hard crust; and it would be quite possible to make forty of
them, or even a much greater number. This underlying cretaceous
formation is of immense thickness, and it is in this that the prodi-
gious cistern of Dhikrin and the sepulchral caverns of Beit Jibrin
have been excavated. The excavations found at Deir Dubbin are
not so large as these of Beit Jibrin, and are in a more dilapidated
condition; but in all other respects they are identical, and a descrip-
tion of them would be a useless repetition. That village is some
five miles to the north, and has nothing more remarkable about it
than the name, which means Convent of Flies—suggestive of Ek-
ron’s fly-god, Egypt’s fourth plague, and the perpetual annoyance
of the traveller in this country.

You have still to visit the ruined church of Santa Hanneh,
which you can easily do this afternoon, as it is only about a mile
distant, and in the valley which runs up towards the south-east.
In the evening we will converse. about it, and other subjects which
are more or less connected with our present position.
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We are now not far from Zorah, the birthplace of Samson, and
it is pleasant to find his home still in existence, in that secluded
mountain village above ’Ain Shemsh.! On one of the hard rocks
of that village Manoah placed his sacrifice, “and the angel of the
Lord did wondrously ; and Manoah and his wife looked on: for it
came to pass, when the flamé went up toward heaven from off the
altar, that the angel of the Lord ascended in the flame.”

In travelling through this sacred territory, few things please me
more than to light upon circumstances which prove the accuracy of
ancient Bible narratives, even in the most incidental remarks and
the minutest allusions.

Josephus has a curious addition to the Bible narrative of these
transactions, in which, after extolling the charms of Manoah’s wife,
he says that her husband was exceedingly jealous; and when he
heard her expatiate upon the beauty of the man who had appeared
to ‘her and announced the birth of a son, he was so consumed with
this terrible passion that he besought God to send the messenger
again, that he might see him—and much more to the same purport.

In the history of Samson it is said that he went down to Tim-
nath, and there saw the woman whom he desired to marry.

Timnath still exists on the plain, and to reach it from Zorah you
must descend through wild rocky gorges, just where onc would ex-
pect to find a lion in those days, when wild beasts were far more
common than at present. Nor is it more remarkable that lions
should be met with in such places than that fierce lcopards should
now maintain their position in the thickly settled parts of Leba-
non, and cven in these very mountains, within a few hundred rods
of large villages. Yet such I know is the fact.

There were then vineyards belonging to Timnath, as there now
are in these hamlets along the base of the hills and upon the moun-
tain-sides. These vincyards are very often far out from the villages,
climbing up rough wadies and wild cliffs, in one of which Samson
cncountered the young lion. He threw the dead body aside, and
the next time he went down to Timnath he found a swarm of bees
in the carcass. This, it must be confessed, is an extraordinary oc-
currencc; but it is a curious fact that other swarms of bees have

! Judg. xiii. 2. ¥ Judg. xiii. 19, 20.
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invaded the south, and Ziklag, which they burned with fire, and
carried all the inhabitants away captive. This terrible calamity
threw David and his whole company into the most violent trans-
ports of grief. They “lifted up their voice and wept, until they -
had no more power to weep;” and the people, in their madness and
despair, even talked of stoning David.! He, however, succeeded in
inspiring them with courage to pursue their enemies. They over-
took them in the night; and, falling suddenly upon them while they
were- eating and drinking and dancing, because of the great spoil
they had taken, the victory was complete; and all that had been
taken from Ziklag was recovered, together with a vast amount of
booty, which these Amalekites had gathered up from the land of
the Philistines. There is a remarkable resemblance between this
victory of David and that of Abraham over the kings who had car-
ried Lot away captive. By this victory the exterminating maledic-
tion pronounced against this people by Jehqvah himself, after the
battle of Rephidim, some five hundred years before, received its
final accomplishment. The Amalekites never again appear in his-
tory as a distinct tribe.’

I was reminded of the poor Egyptian whom David found half
dead, and brought to life again by giving him “a piece of a cake
of figs, and two clusters of raisins” to eat, and water to drink, by an
incident which occurred to me when crossing the plain to Askelon.
Far from any village, a sick Egyptian was lying by the roadside in
the burning sun, and apparently almost dead with a terrible fever.
He wanted nothing but “water! water!” which we were fortu-
nately able to give him from our travelling-bottle; but we were
obliged to pass on and leave him to his fate, whatever that might
have been.

David’s victory over the Amalckites was probably achieved on
the very day that King Saul was defeated and slain on Gilboa; and
when he had heard of that event, by which the way to the throne
of Israel was open to himself, he took of the spoils, and sent pres-
ents to all the towns and villages where he used formerly to resort.
He acted in this matter upon a principle which his wise son has -
expressed after this fashion: “ A man’s gift maketh room for him,

1 1 Sam. xxx. 1-20. ? Exod. xvii. 8-16. * 1 Sam. xxx. 26.
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and bringeth him before great men.”' His gifts speedily made
room for him in Hebron, and prepared the hearts of all Judah to
welcome him as their king.

It seems to have tasked all David’s firmness and tact in govern-
ment to control his heterogeneous troop of followers.

There were certainly some churlish sons of Belial amongst them,
but this was not their general character. The servants of Nabal,
in Carmel, gave a very different testimony concerning them: “The
men were very good unto us, and we were not hurt, neither missed
we anything, as long as we were conversant with them, when we
were in the fields.”® They were, therefore, in no sense a lawless
set of robbers. Nabal’s taunt to the messengers, “ Who is David?
and who is the son of Jesse? there be many servants nowadays
that break away every man from his master,”* was as unjust as it
was insolent. It does not follow that because “ every one that was
in distress, and every one that was in debt, and every one that was
discontented [or, rather, bitter of soul], gathered themselves unto
him,” that therefore they were the refuse and offscouring of the
land, like a troop of irregular Turkish cavalry, or the followers of
an outlawed Druse sheikh. The government of Saul had degene-
rated into a cruel despotism. David himself, and all his relations,
had been obliged to flee from his outrageous and murderous jeal-
ousy ; and there is abundant evidence that they were honorable
and respectable people. Nor is it any wonder that many were in
distress, and bitter of soul, under a king who could employ a savage
Edomite to kill the whole family of the chief priest of the nation,
merely because David had been innocently entertained for a night
by them. The madness and ferocity of such a king would compel
the noblest spirits in the land to flee unto David, and a large pro-
portion of his retinue was actually composed of such men.

Even the debtors, in such a time of misrule, were, in most
cases, better men than their creditors. Nearly everybody is in
debt in these Oriental countries; and, owing to the tenure of land,
the modes of raising taxes, and the claims of feudal chiefs, it is
impossible for the villagers to keep free from it, either personally
or as part of a community. Even in the cities, the number who

! Prov. xviii. 16. ? 1 Sam. xxv. 15. 3 1 Sam. xxv. 10. 4 1 Sam. xxii. 2.
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carry tremendous clubs, like the weaver’s beam of the giant, and in
handling them they are as expert as any Irishman with his shillelah,
and equally as dangerous.

Do these people now make any use of the sling, which, in the
hand of David, was so fatal to their famous townsman ?

I have seen the sling used in mimic warfare at Hasbeiya, on
Mount Hermon, and there merely waged by the boys of the town.
The deep gorge of the Busis divides Hasbeiya into two parts, and,
when the war-spirit was up in the community, the lads were accus-
tomed to collect on opposite sides of this gorge, and fight desperate
battles with their slings. They chased one another from cliff to
cliff, as in real warfare, until one of the parties gave way, and re-
treated up the mountain. I have seen the air almost darkened by
their whizzing pebbles, and so many serious accidents occurred
that the authorities often interfered to abolish the rude sport; but
whenever there is a fresh feud, or a revolt against the government
amongst the old folks, the young ones return again to the fight
with slings across the Busis.

It must have required careful drilling and long practice before
the seven hundred left-handed Benjamites “could sling stones at
a hair-breadth, and not miss;” but this is a region where such a
mode of warfare would be cultivated in ancient times, and be very
effective.’ The stones for the sling are everywhere at hand, and the
country is cut up by deep gorges, with impracticable banks; and,
before the invention of guns, there was no other weapon that could
carry across these profound depths and reach the ranks of the ene-
my. David, while following his flocks over these rough mountains,
practised other arts besides that of playing on the shepherd’s pipe,
for he became as expert in the use of the sling as any of the chosen
men of Benjamin. He was manifestly one of nature's noblemen,
born to excel in everything he undertook. Not only was he the
most skilful musician, but the greatest poet; not merely the most
daring shepherd, but the bravest soldier and the most successful
general. It is nowhere stated in so many words that he possessed
great physical strength, but this is implied in several anecdotes of
his life. Without this he could not have wielded the sword of Go-

! Judg. xx. 16.
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sheikhs and princes on the Lebanon and elsewhere in this land, and
once on this very spot where we are now encamped, and in full
view of Machpelah, ceremonies which vividly reminded me of that
great mourning which gave to the threshing-floor of Atad the sig-
nificant name of Abel-mizraim, “the grievous mourning of the
Egyptians.” Many years ago I was encamped for some days just
where our tents now stand, but this pretty little plain then pre-
sented quite a different appearance. A very aged and venerated
Moslem sheikh had died, and was buried in one of those dome-
shaped tombs near the eastern end of the cemetery. The con-
course at the funeral was immense, and ever increasing by the arri-
val of delegations from the surrounding neighborhood, and the
mourning was probably as boisterous as that at the floor of Atad.
Whether or not it was continued for seven days I cannot say, but
it was kept up without cessation until I left.

Under the shade of those old olive-trees near the north-west
corner of the cemetery was gathered a large company of women in
three concentric circles. Those composing the outside ring were
sober, aged matrons, seated upon the ground. They took but lit-
tle active part in the solemnities. The next circle were younger
women, all dressed in long blue robes reaching to their feet:
and upon their heads was a yellow keffiyeh, with party-colored
stripes, closely resembling a large Roman scarf; and each carried a
white or blue handkerchief, which was kept constantly waving or
flourishing as they marched slowly around the ring, clapping their
hands, and chanting either a monotonous funeral dirge, or some
impromptu verses celebrating the deeds of prowess or benevolence
of the departed. It is customary at times to flourish long staffs
or spears, and even drawn swords, and to dance with a slow move-
ment and in an frregular manner, generally pacing about, and rais-
ing and depressing the body. This unnatural ceremony on the
part of the women is impressive, and even barbaric, and chiefly
confined to the Bedawin Arabs. At times they stopped, and, fling-
ing their arms and handkerchiefs about in wild frenzy, screamed
and wailed like maniacs. The inner circle was entirely composed
of young girls, who, with hand joined in hand, ran round like chil-
dren about a May-pole, sometimes slowly, and at others very rap-
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idly, leaping and skipping about like young kids. Occasionally a
company from the middle circle who had the shrillest voices would
start off down the plain to the east side, where was the tomb of the
sheikh ; and, joined by the party of mourners constantly there, they
would dance, and scream, and shriek around the grave in the wild-
est and most frantic manner. Their funeral dirge did not exceed
half a dozen lines; and both the notes and the words were repeated
without cessation, generally by the older women composing the
outer circle, all day and long into the night, without variation or
addition.

The male mourners were assembled in a separate group farther
back in the olive-grove; but their lamentations were less persistent
and vehement than those of the women, and were ;nainly limited
to fresh outbursts at the approach of a party of friends or relatives
from the adjoining villages, on which occasions they would all rise
and go forth to meet them; and, mingling their lamentations with
those of the new-comers, their mourning and wailing would be con-
tinued until they returned to their place under the olive-trees.

The place, the occasion, and the whole scene must have brought
to your mind the funerals of the Hebrew patriarchs and their wives
here at Machpelah in the ancient days; and should a holy and ven-
erated man like Abraham, or a woman like Sarah his wife, die now
at Hebron, I suppose these modern sons and daughters of Heth
would celebrate the event in much the same way, not as indicating
so much their sympathy with the family as in obedience to custom
and in honor of the dead.

Certainly, and Abraham's negotiation for the cave in the field of
Machpelah is also very Oriental and striking. Such a purchase was
quite necessary. There has always been in this country the utmost
exclusiveness in regard to tombs; and although these polite Hit-
tites said, “ Hear us, my lord: thou art a mighty prince among us:
in the choice of our sepulchres bury thy dead; none of us shall
withhold from thee his sepulchre, but that thou mayest bury thy
dead,” Abraham was too experienced an Oriental not to know that
this was merely compliment.! The thing was quite out of the ques-
tion; nor would Abraham himself have consented thus to mingle

1 Gen. xxiii. 6.






























254 THE LAND AND THE BOOK.

cut with the sickle; but they are threshed out and winnowed in the
same manner as wheat, though somewhat later in the season.

It is a singular fact that European children born in this country
are extravagantly fond of the 'adas pottage. Generally, however, it
is made out of the brown, or bronze-colored, and not of this red
kind. I can testify, also, that, when cooking, it diffuses far and
wide an extremely enticing odor. It was, therefore, no slight temp-
tation to Esau, returning “faint” and famished from an unsuccess-
ful hunt in this burning climate.

It has always seemed to me an act peculiarly unlovely and
unbrotherly in Jacob to seize such an opportunity to cheat Esau
out of his birthright.

Doubtless it was so: nor do I suppose that it was the first time
he had overreached his careless brother. This, however, deserved
to be recorded, because it was the grand pivot upon which turned
all Jacob's life—the antecedent act which led directly on to that
odious deception practised upon poor old blind Isaac, then to
Jacob’s flight into Mesopotamia, his marriages, etc. It is instruc-
tive to notice how one sin prepares the way for and seduces to the
commission of greater. This private purchase would do Jacob no
good unless the father confirmed the sale. When, therefore, Isaac
was about to transmit, by an act of solemn blessing, the birthright,
with all its rich covenants and promises, to Esau, Jacob and his
mother saw that their whole previous manceuvres to secure these
would utterly fail unless they could now succeed in deluding the
helpless father also.

It is not difficult to imagine by what process of sophistry Jacob
might reconcile his conduct with his conscience. I believe the un-
sophisticated reason of man always refuses to ratify the rights of
mere primogeniture, as established by custom or law amongst many
nations. In the case of Jacob and Esau, it is also to be remem-
bered that they were twins, born at the same time; and Jacob, no
doubt, felt that his brother had really no valid claims of precedence
which should entitle him to the inestimable blessings involved, in
this instance, in the question of birthright: so also thought his
mother. Then it is highly probable that Jacob knew that Esau
disbelieved, or, at least, despised the religious covenants and pro-
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The preparation and outfit for this journey agree in all respects
with the persons concerned, the nature of the country, and the
habits of the people. Eliezer took ten camels loaded with provi-
8ons and presents; and such an expedition could not now be
undertaken from Hebron with any other animals, nor with a less
number. The diligent servant, no doubt, selected the most direct
route, which would be through Palestine, along the west side of the
Jordan and the lakes, into the Biké'a, and out through the land of
Hamath to the Euphrates, and thence to the city of Nahor, in Meso-
potamia. Such a journey is both long and dangerous—far beyond
what is indicated to an ordinary reader by the brief statement that
Eliezer “arose and went to Mesopotamia;” but what befell him by
the way we know not. The narrative leaps the whole distance, and
so must we, with the simple assurance that the Lord God of Israel
led him by the right way.

Every phrase .of the eleventh verse contains an allusion to mat-
ters Oriental. Arrived at “the city of Nahor, he made his camels to
kneel down without the city, by a well of water, at the time of even-
ing, even the time that women go out to draw water.”” He made
the camels kneel—a mode of expression taken from actual life.
The action is literally kneeling; not stooping, sitting, or lying down
on the side like a horse, but kneeling on his knees; and this the
camel is taught to do from his youth. The place is said to have
been by a well of water,.and this well was outside the city. In the
East, where wells are scarce, and water indispensable, the existence
of a well or fountain determines the site of the village. The people
build near it, but prefer to have it without the town, to avoid the
noise, dust, and confusion always occurring at it, and especially if
the place is on the public highway. It is around the fountain that
the thirsty traveller and the wearied caravan assemble; and if you
have become separated from your own company before arriving at
a town, you need only inquire for the fountain, and there you will
find them or hear of them. It was perfectly natural, therefore, for
Eliezer to halt at the well. The time was evening; but it is further
stated that it was when the women go forth to draw water. True
to life again. At that hour the peasant returns home from his

1 Gen. xxiv. I1.
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owner and all his family. Straw and provender were given to
them—that is, tibn—and some kind of pulse or grain. Water to
wash the feet of the wearied travellers was of course provided. So,
also, the mode of negotiating the marriage contract, the presenting
of gifts, etc., are all in perfect accordance with modern usages. The
parents manage the whole affair; often, however, with the advice
of the eldest son and heir, as Laban was in this case. If the father
be dead, the eldest son takes his place, and assumes his authority
in the disposal of his sisters. Presents are absolutely essential in
betrothals. They are given with much ceremony before witnesses,
and the articles presented are described in a written document, so
that, if the match be broken off, the bridegroom can obtain them
back again, or their value, and something more, as a compensation
for the injury.

Finally, the behavior of Rebekah, when about to meet Isaac,
was such as modern etiquette requires. It is customary for both
men and women, when an emeer or great personage is approaching,
to alight some time before he comes up with them. Women fre-
quently refuse to ride in the presence of men, and when a company
of them are to pass through a town, they often dismount and walk.
It was, no doubt, a point of etiquette for Rebekah to stop, descend
from her camel, and cover herself with a veil in the presence of
her future husband. In a word, this Biblical narrative is so natural
to one familiar with the East, that the entire scene seems to be an
affair in which he has himself been but recently an actor.

We learn from the history of David that “the men of Judah
came” here, and anointed him * king over the house of Judah,” and
that he reigned “in Hebron seven years and six months,” and they
were probably the happiest in his eventful career. From the top of
the lofty hill above the city he must have often looked with emo-
tions of deepest thankfulness eastwards and southwards over the
scenes of his exile life, when, houseless and homeless,

He fled for life, and scarce by flight did save it.
Poet as -he was, he would inevitably give expression to those

emotions in his lyrical compositions; and here we find, I suppose,

1 2 Sam. ii. 4, 11.
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the subjective basis of many beautiful ideas and expressive simili-
tudes in his devout psalms.

It is probable that he composed some of them with the distinct
object of commemorating those events. The historic notice pre-
fixed to the eighteenth Psalm implies that it was intended thus to
bring to remembrance his many deliverances from enemies and dan-
gers. It is entitled “ A Psalm of David, the servant of the Lord,
who spake unto the Lord the words of this song in the day that
the Lord delivered him from the hand of all his enemies, and from
the hand of Saul: and he said, I will love thee, O Lord, my
strength. The Lord is my rock, and my fortress, and my deliverer;
my God, my strength, in whom I will trust; my buckler, and the
horn of my salvation, and my high tower.” In this joyful and
thankful strain he continues throughout the whole fifty verses of
this magnificent lyric.

This Psalm could scarcely have been written before David's resi-
dence and reign in Hebron, for not till then had he been delivered
from all his enemies, and especially from Saul. He could recall
many a rugged ravine and high rock where the Lord had delivered
him in his utmost need. What more natural than that he should
call the Lord his rock, his fortress, his high tower, his horn of sal-
vation, as he does once and again, and repeats it half a dozen times
in loving remembrance in a single verse? Beyond most countries
this southern part of Palestine abounds in such places of refuge.
The traveller finds the remains of ancient towers on many a crag
and mountain-top, and they necessarily imply times of misrule and
lawless violence when they were needed. In such an age it was that
David, fleeing for dear life from the mad jealousy of Saul, found
safety and rest in them ; and his devout spirit led him to recognize
in these natural fortresses the watchful care of Him who was greater
than rock and high tower. These were to him expressive symbols
of God himself—that God in whom he trusted in every hour of peril.
It is in no way surprising, therefore, to hear him sing so often and
so sweetly of God, his rock, his high tower, his horn of salvation.
The Christian Church has most appropriately transferred these
terms and titles of Jehovah into her devotional hymnology and

¥ Psa. xviii. 1, 2.
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spiritual literature. Toplady, it would séem, has beautifully blended
several of them in his familiar hymn,

Rock of Ages, cleft for me,
Let me hide myself in thee.

Such names and titles of God were naturally suggested to the
Hebrew poets and people by their condition and experience in this
southern part of Palestine, where they were perpetually environed
by vigilant and cruel enemies. Every man had to be a soldier,
armed at all points, and always on his guard—a condition in itself
providential and eminently symbolical. We could safely predict
that the spiritual language of a people thus situated would abound
in figures and phrases derived from such surroundings; and just as
certain would have been their total absence had the Hebrews dwelt
in some peaceful paradise, where no enemies lurked and war was
unknown.

The phrase “ horn of salvation” is a singular epithet to apply to
Jehovah, especially in immediate association with rocks and high
towers.

If left to our own ingenuity to discover the natural basis for
this divine title, the connection in which it is used in the eigh-
teenth Psalm would lead one to find it in the conical hills which
form a conspicuous feature in the scenery of Southern Palestine.
Such hills are even now called horns by the natives of the country,
as, for example, Kirun Hattin—the horns of Hattin—the Mount of
Beatitudes, where King David’s greater Son proclaimed the divine
law of his eternal kingdom; and many of them bear a sufficiently
close resemblance to the thick, short horns of Bashan’s famous bulls
to justify the comparison, especially when they are crowned with
lofty watch-towers. Nor is the analogy between these hill-horns
and the protecting providence of (God at all irreverent. God is the
true horn of salvation, ever ready to give warning at the approach
of danger, as the watchman on the high tower, and afford instant
protection from it by opening wide the portals, and admitting to
the place of safety within the fortress.

May not the title horn of salvation have been suggested by the
raised corners of ancient altars? Temples, and more especially the
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to this day; and although there are now no cities of refuge, still no
man-slayer is safe outside the city gate; and nothing, I believe, will
effectually eradicate this custom of revenge but the prevalence of
a pure Christianity.

If the Talmudical tradition be true that the roads to these cities
of refuge were kept in good repair, and guide-posts, with the word
“Refuge” written in large characters upon them, were erected at
any place where heditation or mistake was possible, we should have
all the conditions necessary to render the application of the name,
Refuge to God, eminently natural and appropriate.

It is possible that this particular title of Jehovah was first heard
in the agonizing cry of some fainting fugitive, in despair of reaching
such a sanctuary.

The natives of this land, Christian and Moslem, to this day,
apply names and titles, not only to their patron saint or venerated
wely but to God himself, according as their stress or circumstance
suggests ; and we may safely conclude that without these, or similar
conditions, this name would never have been applied to God—not,
at least, with the same delightful and blessed significance. Exist-
ing and co-operating with them, this title would surely.become most
precious to the hearts of God's people.

The transference from the visible symbol to the spiritual truth
symbolized requires no elaborate illustration. The convicted sinner
is the * man-slayer,” and Jehovah-Jesus the only available refuge:

Dear Refuge of my weary soul !
On thee, when sorrows rise—

On thee, when waves of trouble roll,
My fainting hope relies.
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X.
HEBRON.

El Haram, Machpelah.—Authenticity of the Sepulchre.—Exterior of the Mosk.—Benjamin
of Tudela’s Description.—Pierotti’s Description of el Haram.—Dean Stanley’s Account
of his Visit to Machpelah.—Houses in Hebron.—Population of Hebron.—Cities of
Refuge not situated in Conspicuous Positions.—Pools in the Valley of Hebron.—Mur-
derers of Ish-bosheth hanged over the Lower Pool.—Description of the Pools.—Vine-
yards of Hebron.—Grapes of Eshcol.—Appearance of the Vineyards Peculiar and Stri-
king.—Vine Stocks.—Methods of Cultivating the Vine.—Dibs, Juice of the Grape.—
Houses and Rude Towers in the Vineyards.— Watchmen, and Biblical Allusions to
them.—Watchmen on the Walls of the City.—Watchmen standing upon the Mountains
guarding the Vineyards.—Cry of the Watchmen in Concert.—Abraham’s Oak.—Relics
and Mementoes manufactured from the Wood of Sacred Trees.—Fruit-trees in the
Valley of Mamre.—The Pomegranate.—Several Kinds of Pomegranates.—Description
of the Fruit and Flower.—Biblical Allusions to the Pomegranate.—Outlook from the
Mountain north of Hebron.—Region east and south of Hebron abounding in Biblical
Sites.—Tell 'Ardd, Arad.—Keilah.—Zif, Ziph.—Maon and Carmel.—David, Nabal,
Abigail.—Site of Ancient Carmel.—Fountain and Reservoir.—Ruins of Carmel.—Cas-
tle.—Church.—Masada.—~Wolcott and Tipping.—Josephus’s Description of Masada.—
Masada besieged by Flavius Silva.—Self-immolation of the Siccarii.—Canon Tristram’s
Description of the Ruins of Masada.—Pillar of Salt.—Jebel Usdum.—South-western
Shore of the Dead Sea.—No Outlet to the Dead Sea.—Beer-sheba.—The Wells.—Dr.
Robinson’s Description.—Biblical Allusions to Beer-sheba.—The Seat of a Bishopric.
—Ruins of Beer-sheba.—Arabic Inscription.— Tell es Seba’, Sheba.—El Milh, Mola-
dah.— Edh Dhoheriyeh, Debir.— Othniel, Caleb, Achsah.— Seil ed Dilbeh, the 1Tpper
Springs and the Nether Springs.—Ancient Remains at edh Dhoheriyeh.—Sigmncation
of the Names of Debir. .

April 21st.

I HAVE been out examining el Haram as closely as the insolent
keepers would allow, and it seems to bear marks of a higher anti-
quity than anything I have yet seen in Palestine. Do you suppose
that it encloses the identical cave, and the graves of the six ances-
tors of the Hebrew nation ?

I have no doubt of it, and therefore I regard it as the most

interesting of all sepulchres on the face of the earth. Other places
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eminent son, were answered that the difference lay in the character
of the two patriarchs. Abraham was full of loving-kindness; he
had withstood even the resolution of God against Sodom and Go-
morrah; he was goodness itself, and would overlook any affront.
But Isaac was proverbially jealous, and it was exceedingly danger-
ous to exasperate him. When Ibrahim Pasha, as conqueror of
Palestine, had endeavored to enter, he had been driven out by
Isaac, and fell back as if thunderstruck.

“The shrines of Jacob and Leah were shown in recesses similar
to those of Abraham and Sarah, but in a scparate cloister, opposite
the entrance of the mosk. Against Leah’s tomb, as seen through
the iron grate, two green banners reclined, the origin and meaning
of which were unknown.” The gates of Jacob’s tomb were opened
without difficulty, but it calls for no special remark. With these
descriptions we must for the present rest content. Of course, the
tombs seen were not the real ones, which are in the cave beneath
them.

It is strange that the Biblical notices of Hebron end with the
rebellion of Absalom against his father, as you will find by turning
- to the fifteenth chapter of 2 Samuel. The cave of Machpelah is
not again mentioned after the burial of Jacob in it. None of the
sacred writers appear to have visited it, nor did our Lord or any
of his disciples; and yet it is evident, from Josephus, Jerome, and
other authors, that it was known and believed to be the last rest-
ing-place of the patriarchs. There is, perhaps, more in this reti-
cence than mere accident, and it teaches most emphatically that the
idolatrous reverence for such sites, and for the relics of departed
saints, was wholly unknown amongst pious Hebrews. There is no
evidence that access to the cave was prohibited before the intro-
duction of Muhammedan fanaticism, and yet Machpelah never be-
came a place of superstitious pilgrimage.

Hebron appears to be well built. The houses are generally two
stories high, and have flattened domes, such as we saw at Jaffa,
Ramleh, Gaza, and other places in the south part of this country.

The same as at Jerusalem, and the reason is that timber is too
scarce and dear to admit of flat roofs. I presume it was thus in
the days of Solomon, for he had to bring the beams and boards for
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while admiring it, we may follow him through his gardens and vine.
yards, and enter more readily into the gorgeous chamber of imagery
where that poetic monarch delighted to dwell, and drink of spiced
wine of the juice of his pomegranate.’

There is now no such thing as pomegranate wine made in the
country; but the juice of the sour variety is used, in the absence
of lemon, for much the same purposes, both in cooking and in the
making of a grateful beverage as a substitute for lemonade.

The pomegranate-tree is mentioned in Joel i. 12 amongst the
more valuable fruit-trees of the land, the failure of which had
caused joy to wither away from the sons of men. And when Hag-
gai was commissioned to promise special divine blessings upon
Israel, the pomegranate is enumerated with the fruit-bearing trees
of the country whose productiveness was to be restored, in view
of the diligence of the people in rebuilding the temple.!

April 21st. Evening.

"Our ride through the vineyards and orchards of Hebron has
given me a far higher appreciation of the beauty and fertility of
this oldest of cities; and the outlook which we had, on the way
back from the mountain north of Hebron, over the vast regions to
the east and south, where David spent most of his exile life, made
me long to extend our pilgrimage in that direction, and thence to
the southern shore of the Dead Sea, and around to Beer-sheba.

But once in that wild and romantic territory, it would have been
difficult to fix a limit to our wanderings. That entire section of
the country abounds in Biblical sites beyond almost any other.
They are now mostly deserted, it is true; still, they bear names
either the same or so like them as to leave no doubt of their iden-
tity with those mentioned in the fifteenth, nineteenth, and twenty-
first chapters of Joshua. The list is long and suggestive. There is
Ziph, and Hachilah, and Juttah, and Anab, and Socoh, and Eshte-
moa, and Carmel, and Maon, and Anim, and Jattir, and Arad, and
Beer-sheba, and many others which modern research is identifying
with Biblical sites in rapid succession.

Tell 'Arad, no doubt, perpetuates the name of that ancient city

V Song iv. 13; vi. 11; vii. 125 viil. 2. ? Hag. ii. 17-19.
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rock-salt, with its pinnacles, some of which are over one hundred
feet high, has led to the conclusion, well-nigh universal in all past
ages, that Sodom, with her associate cities, was situated in this
neighborhood, and probably upon a plain between Jebel Usdum
and the Lessan, or peninsula, on the eastern shore of the sea.

The intervening sea between those two points is very shallow,
and late in autumn, when the water is low, it has been forded from
the Lessan to the foot of Jebel Usdum. It is supposed that the
plain, on which the doomed cities stood, was submerged by the

catastrophe, and that their ruins lie buried beneath the bitter wa-
" ters of the Dead Sea. There is no intimation in the sacred narra-
tive of such a submergence, and the entire theory in regard to the
locality of those cities is probably a mistake.

We will now pass from this subject, and away from this region,
with the remark that the south-western shore of the Dead Sea is
a perfectly flat plain, called es Sebkha, composed of salt, mud, and
quicksand, which no traveller can traverse with safety, at least ac-
cording to the experience and testimony of M. de Saulcy, who came
near being engulfed in its treacherous depths.

In former times it was the common opinion that the Jordan
once flowed through Wady 'Araba from the Dead Sea to the Gulf
of 'Akabah ; but this theory has now been entirely abandoned, and
for reasons which are perfectly conclusive. Dr. Robinson and Dr.
Smith passed up the 'Araba, and found that it rose many hundred
feet, far south of the Dead Sea, before it began to incline towards
the Gulf of 'Akabah; and scientific measurements subsequently de-
monstrated the surprising fact that the surface of the Dead Sea is
about thirteen hundred feet lower than the level of the sea; and
hence, if a communication could be opened between the gulf of
’Akabah and the Jordan, instead of that river flowing thither, the
water of the gulf would pour into the Dead Sea, filling up the whole
valley of the Jordan to the north end of the Lake of Tiberias, and
burying the city of Tiberias itself with its desolating flood more
than six hundred feet deep. There is no evidence that the Dead
Sea has ever had any outlet, but has always been essentially what
it is now, an inland lake of intensely bitter water.

After Jebel Usdum and the Dead Sea, the place of greatest
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the border of Palestine proper, which extended from Dan to Beer-
sheba.! Over these swelling hills the flocks of the patriarchs once
roved by thousands.”

The grove which Abraham planted at Beer-sheba, and all other
trees, have long since disappeared from this deserted site; and it
is now, and for centuries has been, utterly forsaken, except by the
Bedawin, who continue to water their flocks and herds at the wells.

Beer-sheba was first assigned to Judah, and afterwards to Sime-
on.' In later times it appears to have been the seat of idolatrous
worship,* but it was one of the places to which the Jews returned
after the Captivity." “The name does not occur in the New Testa-
ment, nor is it referred to as then existing by any writer earlier than
Eusebius and Jerome in the fourth century. They describe it as a
large village with a Roman garrison.” It was the seat of a bishop-
ric in the ecarly Christian times, before the country was conquered
by the Moslems. Travellers who visited the place in the fourteenth
century speak of churches still standing, although the place itself
was then uninhabited ; and for the succeeding five centuries it re-
mained unvisited and unknown.

Traces of the ancient village are found on the low hills to the
north of the wells, the ruins of former habitations, but scarcely
one stone remains upon another. The houses appear not to have
stood compactly, but scattered over several little hills; and they
were built mostly of round stones and mud, and were, no doubt,
perishable structures. Many travellers have recently visited this once
celcebrated site, but they have added little to our general informa-
tion. Licutenant Conder encamped at the main well, and believes
that he discovered an Arabic inscription on a stone, “built in evi-
dently its proper place, in the fourtcenth course of the masonry on
the south side,” with the date of A.H. 505, which “would place the
date of the present masonry in the twelfth century, thus sadly con-
tradicting the romantic fancy that the great furrows may have been
first traced by the ropes of the followers of the first patriarch, who

! Gen. xxi. 31; xxii. 19; xxvi. 23; xxviil. 10; xIvi.1; 1 Sam. viii. 2; 1 Kings xix. 3;
Judg. xx. 1; 2 Sam. xvii. 11.

* Rob. Res. vol. i. pp. 203-205. % Josh. xv. 28 ; xix. 2.

4 Amos v. §; viii. 14. 8 Neh. xi. 27, 30.
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ter, fountains for irrigation, or well-watered places—are all fully ac-
counted for.” These fountains meet all the demands of the narra-
tive, so far as water and the supply of it is concerned; but six and
a half miles is a long distance from Debir, and one is rather sur-
prised at the large extent of territory that must have been included
in the dowry of Achsah, if the springs she coveted were those in
the valley of Seil ed Dilbeh. This may not be a fatal objection to
the identification; and as the region about edh Dhoheriyeh is cer-
tainly a dry land, and there are no other copious fountains in the
vicinity, we may, at least for the present, adopt that place as the
site of Debir.

Edh Dhoheriyeh has no remarkable ruins about it. “It is a
rude assemblage of stone hovels, many of which are half under-
ground, and others broken down. A castle or fortress, called el
Husn, once stood here;”’ but rock-cut tombs, caves, and traces of
old foundations establish its claims to be the site of an ancient
place.

The original name of Debir was Kirjath -sepher, the city of
books;' but in Joshua xv. 49 it is called Kirjath-sannah, the city
of the palm. The former name has led some critics to the con-
clusion that it was celebrated amongst the Canaanites as a seat of
learning of the Amalekites, or for the manufacture of books. Debir
stood in the hill-country, and was assigned to Judah, but was after-
wards allotted to the Levites.” The Arabic name, edh Dhoheriyeh,
may be translated ridge or promontory, and hence this signification
corresponds with its position, and also with the meaning of the
word.

! Josh. xv. 15; Judg. i. 11. % Josh. xv. 49; xxi. 15; 1 Chron. vi. §&
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amused on my first visit to the curious little factory here. Having
not long before examined one of those in America, I entered this
with no little curiosity; but what a contrast! In an old rickety
room were three or four small furnaces of earth, all aglow with the
melted matter. The workmen were then making rings and brace-
lets, to supply the Jerusalem market. The process was extremely
simple: an iron rod was thrust into the melted mass, to the end
of which a small portion adhered. This was rapidly twisted and
pressed into a circular shape merely by the dexterous use of a long
blade like that of a knife. It was a second time thrust into the
furnace, and, when sufficiently softened, was stretched to the proper
size by the aid of another iron rod. The various colors seen in the
bracelets, rings, seals, beads, and other like trinkets are blended with
the general mass in the furnace, not laid on afterwards; and while
some are nearly black, others are quite white, and others variegated
with all the intermediate shades. I did not see them make lamps,
although they manufacture large quantities for this country and for
Egypt. '

If we are to put any confidence in the brief descriptions given
by early travellers in this country, Hebron must have dwindled to
an inconsiderable village during the first centuries of our era.

The account given by Bishop Arculf, who visited Hebron in the
seventh century, is the carliest we have, and he found merely the
ruins of the ancient city. But he says there were some ill-built
villages and hamlets scattered over the plain, and inhabited by a
multitude of people; and to the east was a double cave, looking
towards Mamre, where are the tombs of the patriarchs Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob, and Adam, the first man. Contrary to the usual
custom, these graves wcre placed with the feet to the south and
the heads to the north, and enclosed by a square low wall. Each
of the tombs was covered with a single stone, worked somewhat in
the form of a church, and of a light color, for those of the three
patriarchs which were together. The tomb of Adam, which was of
meaner workmanship, lay not far from them, at the farthest ex-
tremity to the north.

I believe Arculf was utterly misled, and that the graves shown
to him were merely ordinary Moslem tombs, like those below our
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place and its surroundings. I suppose Abraham’s three confede-
rate friends, Aner, Eshcol, and Mamre, resided somewhere in this
vicinity.

No doubt; and it is probable that Mamre gave his name to the
district north-west of the city, and to the terebinth-tree near He-
bron, by which Abraham dwelt, and that Eshcol in like manner
gave his name to the valley farther down to the south. These are
mere suppositions, however; and of Aner’s place of residence we
* know nothing whatever.

We have been riding northwards through Hebron's vineyards
for nearly an hour, and here, on the left of our path, are the ruins
of a considerable village.

The place is called Khurbet en Nusarah—ruin of the Christians,
which seems to imply that it was inhabited by Christians in some
former age, and it is said that they were massacred by the Mos-
lems. It is now entirely deserted, except during the vintage, when
it is temporarily occupied by the owners of the surrounding vine-
yards. In the valley south of this ruin is a fountain, called 'Ain
en Nusirah, from which an aqueduct, according to the local tradi-
tion, formerly carried the water to Hebron.

We will now turn eastwards for a mile, to visit the so-called
House of Abraham. It is near the path from Hebron to Hiilhdl,
the Halhul of Joshua, a city in the mountains of Judah, which
Jerome places near Hebron; and a road leads from thence, through
a rough and mostly deserted region, to Tekd'a, the ancient Tekoa
of the prophet Amos.! 1 should have liked to have followed the
latter, but our men say it is difficult for loaded animals.

This House of Abraham appears never to have been finished,
and, considering its present surroundings, one is at a loss to dis-
cover the purpose for which it was intended: if for a castle, there
is nothing in the immediate necighborhood to command or defend;
if for a church, where was the congregation to come from? for I see
no indications of former inhabitants who could have needed such
an edifice.

That it was never completed upon the scale and in the style
originally designed is perfectly evident. All that now appears are

! Josh. xv. §8; Amos i. 1; vii. 14
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tions of a considerable town. The site is now called er Rdmeh, and
from it the name Ramet el Khilil has been given to this House
of Abraham, which the builder, whoever he may have been, com-
menced, and was not able to finish, and has left these courses of
hewn stones out on this lone mountain to puzzle antiquarians and
travellers to the end of time. _

The place, however, has a history quite interesting, even though
somewhat obscure. The Jerusalem Itinerary, written in the fourth
century, states that two miles from Hebron is the terebinth where
Abraham dwelt, and spake with the angels, and prepared them food.
There a basilica of singular beauty was erected by command of
Constantine. Eusebius, Jerome, Sozomen the historian, and nearly
all Christian writers of those early ages, speak of Abraham’s house
and the terebinth there; and as the site was north of Hebron, there
can be little doubt that this is the place referred to, and these foun-
dations may have been the commencement of the basilica. Dr.
Robinson suggests that these massive walls may have been of Jew-
ish origin, erected around the spot where the founder of their race
had dwelt; the structure, he adds, would then have corresponded
to that around his sepulchre at Machpelah.

It is sad to think that this site was long desecrated by being
used for a market-place, where slaves were sold at great public fairs.
Jerome repeatedly mentions the fact that, after the destruction of
the Jews by Hadrian, in the early part of the second century, the
wretched captives—an innumerable multitude of both sexes and of
every age—were exposed for sale at such fairs held in this place.

If this be the true site of Abraham’s encampment, the terebinth
at it has entirely disappeared, or been changed to an oak and trans-
ferred to the head of the vale of Mamre, several miles farther west.

Tradition has achieved many things more difficult than that.
There may have been a terebinth at the House of Abraham, which
having perished, the noble oak we visited yesterday was chosen to
represent it, and as such shown to credulous pilgrims, until its re-
putation and sanctity were fully established. It is reported that
the tree itself became an object of religious worship. Africanus
says that from a stalk of this terebinth an altar was constructed
at which the inhabitants of this region were accustomed to offer
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Addressing the chief person of the three “guests,” he said, “ My
Lord, if now I have found favor in thy sight, pass not away, I pray
thee, from thy servant: let a little water, I pray you, be fetched,
and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree: and I will
fetch a morsel of bread, and comfort ye your hearts; after that ye
shall pass on.”* And this he did before he knew the object of their
visit, or that they were any other than respectable persons passing
by his encampment. This is still a marked feature in unsophisti-
cated Oriental life. An emeer, suich as Abraham was, would now
not only be aggrieved, but feel insulted, should travellers neglect
or refuse to give him an opportunity to exercise or display his hos-
pitality. I have myself been recalled to the tent door of an emeer
by messenger after messenger for this very purpose, and obliged to
return at great inconvenience, and submit to a detention of several
hours, to satisfy the wounded pride of a punctilious sheikh. Where
there are several sheikhs in a large encampment, there is often an
earnest contest between them for the honor of entertaining distin-
guished guests. The conduct of Abraham, therefore, was in keep-
ing with Bedawin manners and etiquette.

Again, what was offered to these visitors is just such as would
now be accorded to travellers in like circumstances. ‘“And Abra-
ham hastened into the tent unto Sarah, and said, Make ready quick-
ly three measures of fine meal, knead it, and make cakes upon the
hearth. And Abraham ran unto the herd, and fetched a calf ten-
der and good, and gave it unto a young man; and he hasted to
dress it.”” The expedition with which the food was prepared is
also characteristic, and accords well with modern Bedawin life. 1
have had a lamb brought to my tent-door by the “ young man” on
the express order of the sheikh, to show that it was “tender and
good,” and then had it served up in a surprisingly short time.

“And he took butter, and milk, and the calf which he had
dressed, and set it before them; and he stood by them under the
tree, and they did eat.”” Everything in the detail of this repast is
perfectly natural, and on such occasions now the guest would be
served in the same fashion. I have found it impossible, at more
than one of these entertainments, to induce my host to sit down

1 Gen. xviii. 3-5. * Gen. xviii. 6, 7. 3 Gen. xviii. 8.
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“And the Lord said, Because the cry of Sodom and Gomorrah
is great, and because their sin is very grievous, I will go down now,
and see whether they have done altogether according to the cry of
it, which is come unto me; and if not, I will know. And Abraham
drew near, and said, Wilt thou also destroy the righteous with the
wicked? Peradventure there be fifty righteous within the city :
wilt thou also destroy and not spare the place for the fifty righteous
that are therein?” Then he proceeds to diminish the number of
the righteous necessary to the salvation of the city to forty-five, to
forty, to thirty, to twenty, to ten—* Peradventure ten shall be found
there. And he said, I will not destroy it for ten’s sagke. And the
Lord went his way, as soon as he had left communing with Abra-
ham : and Abraham returned unto his place.”

This is certainly the most extraordinary interview and conversa-
tion on record, and numberless questions in regard to almost every
part of it are suggested by the narrative.

Most of them are utterly unanswerable, and therefore we will
not even allude to them, but turn away from this interesting site,
for it is time to resume our ride. The path back to the road to
the Pools of Solomon is rough and rocky.

Here comes charging down upon us a promiscuous drove of
donkeys, with empty sacks on their backs, and followed by their
noisy drivers. Where are they going, and on what errand ?

Turn aside and let them pass. To one perfectly familiar with
this country they form a fecature in every-day life, and one emi-
nently Oriental. These men and their donkeys are off upon an
expedition which, if not exactly Biblical, naturally brings to mind
similar expeditions made even by the patriarchs and their servants
in the olden time, and in this same region. They belong to Hal-
hil, and are sent to purchase “corn” wherever it can be procured.
They may have to go all the way to Gaza, the leader of the party
informs me.

During my early walk this morning down the vale of Mamre, I
encountered a similar company, and each driver seemed to have at
least half a dozen donkeys to look after. The saddles, sacks, ropes,
etc., are, I suppose, much like those used in the days when the sons

! Gen. xviii. 20, 21, 23-33.
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when resting in such caves, and have seen them actually tramp on
their sleeping shepherd without disturbing his slumbers. More-
over, these caverns are as dark as midnight, and the keenest eye
cannot see five paces inwards; but one who has been long within,
and is looking outwards -towards the entrance, can observe with
perfect distinctness all that takes place in that direction. David,
therefore, could watch Saul as he came in, and notice the exact
place where he “ covered his feet,” while Saul could see nothing but
impenetrable darkness.

The other fact is that the cliffs about En-gedi were then called
“the rocks of the wild goats;"" and from them, doubtless, the place
received the name En-gedi, 'Ain Jidy—the Fountain of the Kid or
Goat. Now, it is a pleasing circumstance that these bold and hardy
dwellers upon the rocks are still found in the wild ravines and on
the rugged cliffs about "Ain Jidy. I have seen the skin and power-
ful horns of those shot there by Arab hunters.

The beden, or wild goat, itself is an ibex, and closely resembles
those found on the Alps and other European mountains in size,
shape, and color, and also in the reckless daring with which it will
scale the most impracticable cliffs. Canon Tristram, while at Cal-
lirrhoe, watched one of them “as he leaped from needle to needle,
tossing back his enormous curved horns, till they seemed to strike
behind his tail, and then, in his bound, gathering all his four feet,
and lighting with them all close together on a little point of rock
on the face of what seemed a smooth wall of cliff.” He even saw
another “make a drop, and break the force of the fall by lighting
on the front of his horns.” When at the same hot springs, I ex-
amined with my glass the tremendous cliffs of columnar basalt,
hoping to witness a similar exploit, but the wary animals did not
make their appcarance. They are widely dispersed over this part
of the country ; and I have found them amongst the awful peaks of
Sinai, and they frequent the inaccessible cliffs on both the east and
west side of the Dead Sca. They are not numerous anywhere, and
are so very wary that none but the most experienced and patient
hunter can succeed in shooting them.

-The flesh of the beden is said to be superior to that of the

! 1 Sam. xxiv. 2.
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the writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews enforces his admonition
against such profane and remediless folly. *For afterward, when
he would have inherited the blessing, he was rejected : for he found
no place for repentance, though he sought it carefully with tears.”

The next important incident associated with 'Ain Jidy occurred
in the time of Jehoshaphat, “ when the children of Moab, and the
children of Ammon, and with them other besides the Ammonites,
came against Jehoshaphat to battle. Then there came some that
told Jehoshaphat, saying, There cometh a great multitude against
thee from beyond the sea on this side Syria; and, behold, they be
in Hazazon-tamar, which is En-gedi.” ,

From the account of th® invasion, it appears that the Midianite
host was so vast that Jehoshaphat and all Judah were utterly dis-
mayed ; and when, in answer to their supplications, the Lord sent
amongst their enemies discord and conspiracy, so that “every one
helped to destroy another,” the joy and rejoicing of the people of
“Judah was naturally very great. There is nothing like it in the
recorded history of the Hebrew people, for the divine interposition
in behalf of Judah was peculiar and unparalleled. As Jahaziel the
prophet had predicted, the battle was not theirs, but the Lord’s:
“Ye shall not need to fight in this battle : set yourselves, stand ye
still, and see the salvation of the Lord with you, O Judah and Jeru-
salem.”” It is pleasant and eminently appropriate to notice and
meditate upon such instructive narratives wherever our pilgrimage
through this land of spiritual types and symbols brings us to scenes
where the incidents recorded appear to have occurred.

It is stated in the sixteenth verse of this twentieth chapter of
2 Chronicles that the invaders came up “by the cliff [or ascent] of
Ziz.” 1 suppose this was merely a local name for a part of the tre-
mendous gorge of 'Ain Jidy?

No doubt; and the word rendered cliff really means the ascent,
and not a special rock in it. “The Moabites and Ammonites came
up against King Jehoshaphat, apparently around the south end of
the Dead Sea as far as to En-gedi; by the very same route, it would
scem, which is taken by the Arabs in their marauding expeditions
at the present day, along the shore as far as to "Ain Jidy, and then

! 2 Chron. xx. 1, 2. 2 2 Chron. xx. 17.
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trees and opobalsam ; while its vineyards, fragrant orchards, and
spicy gardens are alluded to by Solomon in his Song of Songs:
“ My beloved is unto me as a cluster of camphire in the vineyards
of Engedi.” Just what camphire was cannot now be determined ;
in the margin it is translated cypress. Dr. Kitto argues that the
kopher was the henneh, and certainly the long clusters of henneh-
flowers are exceedingly fragrant. The Orientals are extravagantly
fond of their odor, and they have an intimate association with love
and marriage; so that Solomon might very appropriately compare
his beloved to such a cluster. If you turn to the same passage in
the Arabic Bible, you will have no difficulty in understanding the
meaning. It reads cluster of henneh, and yet it is possible that
kopher is merely used in a poetic sense for the name of a very fra-
grant species of grape that flourished luxuriously in those vineyards
of En-gedi. The Arabs of the present day distinguish their choice
varieties of grapes by names every way analogous to’this.

In the days of Eusebius and Jerome En-gedi was still a large
village on the shore of the Dead Sea, and on the small delta at the
bottom of the wady are seen the remains of the ancient town. The
Bedawin of the Rashaideh tribe, who generally are to be found in
the neighborhood, cultivate a few fields of vegetables, and the soil
is surpassingly fertile.

But we must now return from 'Ain Jidy to 'Ain edh Dhirweh,
to which our long digression has brought us.

For what is this fountain remarkable? I do not remember the
name 'Ain edh Dhirweh, or anything resembling it, as occurring in
the Bible.

It is, no doubt, connected with Beth-zur, mentioned in Joshua
xv. 58 as a'town given to Judah, and between Halhul and Gedor;
and here it is still, and not far off from the former. Beit Sar is the
present name of the site, and the ancient remains leave no doubt as
to its identity with Beth-zur. The scanty ruins that mark the site
lie upon the hill a short distance beyond that half-ruined tower on -
the west side of this narrow ravine. The copious fountain of edh
Dhirweh was the chief dependence for water, and the castle may
have been intended to defend it. Beth-zur has very little Biblical

! Song i. 14
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The site is doubtless ancient, but it has no special Biblical his-
terv. The name remains unchanged from the days of Joshua. It
is mentioned by Jerome in the Onomasticon, and later Jewish
writers refer to a tradition that it contained the sepulchre of Gad
the seer.! The only building of importance in the village is the
oid mosk. or wely. of Neby Yinas, which, with several other places
threughout the country, claims to be the burial-place of the pro-
phet Jonah. and, from its position on the top of the hill, looks larger
and more imposing than it really is.

From this fountain to the pools of Solomon it will take us two
hours,

Ihis part of the country appears to be utterly deserted. We
have not seen cither man or beast since leaving the fountain of edh
Diurwceh, at least an hour ago. :

Qur ride through this solitary region has brought us, however,
to this semi-forsaken ruin, called Kifin, and the remains of houses
and prostrate columns lying about the fields indicate that it was
i o place of importance ; but the name does not occur in the
luble, nor has it been identified with any old site. West of it is
Jeditn, the ancient Gedor; and farther in the same direction is Beit
\u ab, answeting, probably, to the Nezib of Joshua xv. 43, though
the poation does not agree very well with the group of cities with
windt o s there associated. A few miles northwards from Jedir,
hut voreastled tiom view by the ridges on our left, is Beit Sakéarieh,
deuhiic s the Beth Zacharia at which Judas Maccabaeus pitched his
camp betore the tatal battle took place between him and Antiochus
Fagpatan. Lt occupied an almost impregnable position, on a ridge
Ay vut northwards between two valleys.

the wene of that battle was at or near Beth Zacharia, and

o distaiee north of Beth-zur,  In the army of Antiochus were
Ay «dephants, and the Jews were greatly dismayed at the sight

e But Eleazar, the brother of Judas, singled out one that
wi. ugher than all the rest, and, supposing that the king was upon
W, feived s way through the midst of the battle, and, creeping

wive e vicphant, thrust his spear into it, and slew it. Unfor-

ety the huge creature fell down upon him, and there he died. .

' 1 Nam, xxii. §; 2 Sam. xxiv. 11-14, 18, 19.
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begin to appear in the ravine on our right. It is now broken, and
has long been utterly useless.

The name Wady Biyar may refer to wells in the valley, but these
too have been covered up and lost. The land along our path, how-
ever, is good, and quite capable of profitable cultivation, if there
were people to undertake it.

The general aspect of the country is pleasant and cheerful, and
the green oak coppice on either side rings with the varied songs of
happy bird life.

Here we have overtaken a large flock of goats, which the shep-
herd says he is taking to the pools for water; and there is Kal'at
el Burak, the castle of the pools, at the north-west corner of the
upper pool. There we will take our lunch, and drink of the “spring
shut up” to which Solomon is supposed to refer.'

While Salim arranges for our lunch under the wall of this dilapi-
dated old castle, we will examine these great cisterns.

They are worthy of Solomon, and that is the highest commen-
dation I can think of at present. They are certainly immense
reservoirs, and all the more impressive in this utter solitude, where
there are no similar structures with which to compare them, or to
divide the interest which they inspire.

Dr. Robinson, with his usual accuracy, gives the measurement
of the three as follows: The first, to the east, is five hundred and
eighty-two by two hundred and seven, and fifty feet deep; the sec-
ond is four hundred and twenty-three by two hundred and fifty, and
thirty-nine fect deep; the third is three hundred and eighty by two
hundred and thirty-six, and twenty-five feet deep. All of them,
however, are considerably narrower at the upper end, the first being
one hundred and forty-eight, the second one hundred and sixty, and
the third two hundred and twenty-nine feet.

The first time I saw these pools there was very little water in
any of them, but I have since been here when the two upper ones
were full, and overflowing into the third. The stream from the only
fountain in this vicinity was then led along an open canal on the
north side of the pools directly into an aqueduct east of them, and
thence carricd round the shoulder of the hill, apparently to irrigate

1 Song iv. 12.
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separating them. The rock is hard and yery white. We found
bats in some of the chambers, but not in great numbers. In one
of the side-passages I picked up fragments of a brass or copper
fibula much corroded; this and a piece of very ancient coarse pot-
tery were the only relics we found.”

This description of the first scientific survey that I have seen is
very satisfactory; and Mr. Drake, while withholding judgment as to
the identity of the site, says that the cave of Wady Khireitan is
admirably adapted for the stronghold of an outlaw. He also men-
tions another fact of the utmost importance to those who occupied
the cave. Above the cave, “to the right, a steep, rugged zigzag
descends to a broad ledge of rock leading to 'Ain en Natif—the
Dripping Spring—where, even at this dry season [October 25th],
there was a sufficient supply of water to fill a wine-bottle in three
or four minutes. The water is collected in two little rock-hewn
basins. Two other openings besides the door [of the cave] fully
command the path to 'Ain en Natif, which, consequently, could
not be used by an attacking party; while, owing to the overhang-
ing rocks, a besieged party might draw water with impunity, as the
wady is too broad for archers to be able to harass them to any con-
siderable extent.”

I see no good reason, therefore, to disturb the tradition which
makes this the hold into which David retired with his father’s house
when he fled from Gath, and in which he first collected and organ-
ized his band of trusty followers. David, as a shepherd leading
his flocks over these hills, was doubtless acquainted from his boy-
hood with all the intricacies of this great cavern, just as these Arab
shepherds, his successors, now are; and what more natural, there-
fore, than that he should flee thither in the day of his extremity?
It was out in the wild desert, far from the haunts of Saul, and not
likely to be visited by him. It was also in the linc of direct com-
munication with Moab, whither he sent his parents and the women
of his train, while he abode still in the hold.! Again, we know that
many of his subsequent exploits and escapes from Saul were in
this region and south of it; and, finally, there is a sort of verbal
accuracy in speaking of the topography—David’s family are said

! 1 Sam. xxii. 3, 4.
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castle which the Crusaders held after the capture of Jerusalem as
being situated upon it dates from the end of the fifteenth century.

On the occasion of my visit to the cave of Adullam, so much
time was spent at Jebel el Fureidis and the vicinity, that the de-
clining sun began to cast his mild and subdued light over the plains
below Bethlehem, where the shepherds were keeping watch by night
when the world’s Redeemer was born; and we were admonished
" to make all haste to reach Mar Saba, where we were to spend the
night. Somchow or other we made but slow progress, and night
came upon ys bewildered in a labyrinth of wadies while there were
yet two long hours to Mar Saba, whither the muleteers had pre-
ceded us, and which we had to reach, or otherwise sleep out in the
wilderness supperless, and at the mercy of our villanous guides.
On we marched, up and down, and down and up, over sharp ridges,
in decp wadies, and upon slippery rocks or through stiff mud; but
finally, without accident or injury of any kind, we dismounted at
the entrance to the convent. I shall never forget that evening ride.
Our imaginations had been held wide awake from hour to hour by
bad roads, doubtful guides, and the dismal notes of owls and jackals.
The moon, rising over the brown hills of Moab, flashed and trem-
bled on the Dead Sea, giving just light enough to make the crags
appear more stern and the chasms more profound. At the convent,
two towers, onc¢ on either brow of the gorge, loomed up through
the misty moonbcams, like grim old giants, to guard the access.
We entered through a low iron door, went down, turned round,
passed through a second door, then down again by winding stairs,
across queer courts, and along dark passages, until we reached at
length our rooms, hanging betwecen cliffs that towered to the stars,
or seemed to, and yawning gulfs which darkness made bottomless
and dreadful. It was a transition sudden and unexpected from the
wild mountain to the yct wilder, more vaguc and mysterious scenes
of Oriental enchantment. Lights gleamed out fitfully from hang-
ing rocks and doubtful caverns. Winding stairs, with balustrade
and iron rail, ran right up the perpendicular cliffs into rock cham-
bers, where the solitary monk was drowsily muttering his midnight
prayers. It was long after that hour before sleep visited my eyes.
and then my drcams were of Arabs and frightful chasms.
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furlongs distant from Jerusalem, which is called Etham; very pleas-
ant it is in fine gardens, and abounding in rivulets of water; thither
did he [Solomon] use to go out in the morning, sitting on high in
his chariot.”

Our present approach to the convent of Santa Saba will be by
the sober light of day, and must lack the elements of romance. As
the country is now quiet and safe, there is no reason why we should
shut ourselves up within the walls of the convent; and therefore
our tents will be pitched on the usual camping-ground outside of
its gates. In the morning we will visit it at our leisure.

! Ant. viii. vii. 3.
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spot by those very savage aspects of the scene which strike the
mind with dread—the howling wilderness, the stern desolation, the
terrific chasms, the oppressive solitude, the countless caverns, the
ever-prevalent dangers from wild beasts and wild robbers: these and
such as these were the charms that fascinated his morbid imagina-
tion. We would not judge the dead, however; nor will I forget the
shelter and good dinner which this institution has afforded me in
the past. It is really, in our day, a very respectable hospice; and
gentlemen, but not ladies, can scarcely do better than to spend one
of the two nights there which an excursion from Jerusalem to the
Dead Sea and the Jordan necessarily requires. The régime, it is
true, partakes of both military sternness and conventual austerity,
so far as the fom;ess itself and the monks within it are concerned ;
but both are necessary, the one to repel the attacks of the Beda-
win, who prowl about at all seasons, watching for an opportunity to
force an entrance and to plunder the rich treasures of the establish-
ment ; the other to meet the requirements of the Church.

And now, as we take our departure from the convent, it may
be proper to inquire into the history of Santa Saba himself.

He was one of the most celebrated men of his age, and his story
deserves to be studied as an instructive illustration of the dominant
spirit of the times in which he lived. His parents were persons of
high rank, and he was born, A.D. 439, in a village of Cappadocia,
called Mutalasca. They went to Alexandria, in Egypt, when Saba
was quite young, leaving him under the care of two uncles. By
them he was placed, when only five years old, in the convent of
Flaviane. There he became so enamored of monastic life that,
when fifteen years old, he refused to engage in secular employments
or to take possession of his own property, quoting in justification
of his conduct the saying of our Lord, that “.No man, having put
his hand to the plough, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom
of God.” To this decision he adhered with inflexible resolution
during his long life of more than fourscore years and ten.

In his eightcenth year he came to Jerusalem —A.D. 457 —and
even at that early age desired to lead the life of an anchorite. He
was rejected by Euthymius, the abbot of a monastery somewhere

! Luke ix. 62.
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own convent, the Magna Laura, and there we examined his tomb
this morning. The convent of Santa Saba, called by the natives
Deir Mar Saba, has been plundered more than once, and its inmates
are said to have been cruelly massacred; but it has never been de-
stroyed. It is reputed wealthy, and is held in high veneration by
the entire Greek community. Its founder was a man of great en-
érgy and unwearied activity. “ He acted an important part in that
turbid period of ecclesiastical history, and fearlessly threw himself
into agitations arising from the great Monophysite schism; nor did
age seem either to have diminished his ardor or restricted his exer-
tions.”
’Ain es Sultdn, April 23d. Evening.

The tent never was more welcome to me than at the close of
this long day’s ride. I am glad we have taken it, but do not wish
to repeat it.

The reasons for this unusual weariness are that we have actually
been in the saddle more than twelve hours, and then the greater
part of the day and of the ride has been in the depressed and hot
region of the Dead Sea. The fact is, our visit is nearly a month
too late both for pleasure and health. But the fatigue is over, and
we may now review at our leisure this interesting excursion.

Amongst the multiplicity of sights and scenes which drew my
attention hither and thither in rapid succession, only a few points
have impressed their features upon my memory. In the morning
I climbed to the top of the tower of the convent of Santa Saba, on
the south of the ravine. From there my eye roamed over a wilder-
ness of rusty brown hills, the most dreary and blasted that I ever
beheld. Beyond and below it was the Dead Sea, bordered on the
east by the abrupt cliffis of Moab. Turning to what was beneath,
the wonderful chasm of the Kidron struck me with amazement.
We have seen nothing so profound or so wild in all our travels.

The ride from Santa Saba to the Dead Sea you surely cannot
have forgotten, nor the path along the perpendicular cliffs of Wady
en Niar—Valley of Fire—as the wonderful gorge of the Kidron is
called, nor the long descent into and ascent from it, nor the barren
hills over which we toiled in the broiling sun for seven hours, fre-

! Smith’s Dict. of Gr. and Rom. Biog.
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After leaving the wady, which turns aside too far to the south,
we descended a succession of barren hills for several miles, the pros-
pect gradually becoming more and more gloomy. Not a house, nor
even a tree, was to be seen; and the only remains are those of a
large khan, said to have been the inn to which the Good Samaritan
brought the wounded Jew. Not far from there, in a narrow defile,
an English traveller, Sir Frederic Henniker, was attacked, shot, and
robbed in 1820. As one approaches the plain, the mountains wear
a doleful af)pearance, the ravines become more frightful, and the
narrow passages less and less’ passable. At length the weary pil-
grim reaches the plain by a long, steep declivity, and doubtless
expects to step immediately into Jericho. But no city appears,
and after a full hour’s ride he pitches his tent, if he have one, in
a dry, sultry plain of sand, sparsely sprinkled over with burnt-up
grass. If he have no tent, a shrivelled thorn-bush is better than
nothing; and if he cannot get that, let him do as we did—sit down
under the burning sun, and bear it as well as he can.

Finding it intolerably hot, we passed through the camp of the
pilgrims, and went on to the village of Jericho, about a mile dis-
tant, and took shelter under some fig-trees which grew around the
sheikh’s residence, a square, castle-like house, the only one of any
size in the place, and where tradition says that Zaccheus—he of
“little stature "—once dwelt. In the immediate vicinity were some
forty or fifty of the most forlorn habitations that I have ever seen.
And this was Jericho! The houses, or, rather, huts, were surround-
cd by a peculiar kind of impcnetrable barrier, made of niibk, a spe-
cies of bush very abundant in the plain. Its thorns are so sharp,
and the branches so plaited together, that neither horse nor man
can pass through it.

The Arabs of Jericho and the plain are many shades darker than
the same class on the mountains only a few miles distant. This is
casily accounted for by the great difference in climate.

After looking about the village, and riding a mile or two to the
north-west to see this fountain of 'Ain es Sultin, we returned to
the camp about sunset for protection. Having sung “ The voice of
frec grace,” and “ There is a land of pure declight,” we wrapped our
cloaks about us and prepared to sleep; but the scenes of the day

.
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gregation. The camp did not become quiet at all, and about mid-
night everything was again set in motion. We hastily mounted our
animals to keep from being trampled underfoot, and, falling into
line, set forward, with a long train of lights, towards the narrow
pass down which we came the day before. A similar line of torches,
about a mile to the south, marked out the course of another divi-
sion-of the host. The night was exceedingly dark, and, as we ap-
proached the defile leading up the mountain, the confusion became
indescribable—women screaming in terror lest they should be tram-
pled down by the long lines of camels coupled together; parents
calling for their children, friends hallooing for friends; muleteers
beating and cursing their animals to force them up the steep rocks,
those above calling to those below; while the guards, stationed
upon projecting rocks, kept up a constant discharge of musketry,
whose lurid glare and hollow reverberations down the deep ravines
startled the “leaden ear” of night, and rendered sublime what would
otherwise have been ridiculous. Fairly up the mountain, we came
in sight of the southern division of the pilgrims, and the prospect
was grand beyond description. For miles the long train of torches
rose and fell in graceful curves, corresponding to the hills and vales
and the windings of the road over which they toiled, while the same
discharge of fire-arms continued with even magnified effect. In
about an hour the two lines united, and we hurried on to the Holy
City, which we reached a little after sunrise, shivering with the cold
wind of the mountains, but thankful that we had been permitted to
perform this interesting tour in safety.
April 24th.

This region is now said to be unusually free from stray Bedawin
from the east of the Jordan, and we can pursue our rambles in all
directions without fear of interruption. I never found it so on pre-
vious visits, and, indeed, the change for the better in this respect
is very marked. For many years after my first visit to this foun-
tain no one dared to encamp here, but now the tangled thickets of
thorny niibk have been cleared away, and the white and green tents
of travelling-parties are pitched almost daily during the season at
Ain es Sultin. A large company of Germans arrived last night,
and are encamped on the terraces north of the fountain. Some of
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and to Libnah, was at least thirty miles farther. No modern army,
even under the pressure of utmost urgency, could achieve what
these heroes of Israel did on that ever-memorable day. Nor could
they have done it without a life-long training by such a leader as
was Moses, and under conditions which fitted them to endure an
amount of toil and fatigue almost incredible. The life in the wil-
derness was the necessary antecedent to the conquest of the Holy
Land, and the two things should be contemplated together.

Travellers now frequently pass up Wady Nawi'imeh, in the
direction of Ai, on their way to Bethel, and thence to Jerusalem,
or continue their journey northwards; but, apart from its savage
wilderness, that route has little to recommend it. Dr. Robinson
thus describes the character of the scenery after having overcome
the first steep ascent from 'Ain Dik. He says:

“The way now became in general less steep, though we still had
to climb occasionally sharp ascents, and pass along the brow of fear-
ful precipices. On our right the Wady Nawd’imeh occupied the
bottom of a broad, sunken tract, composed of chalky mountains ris-
ing on each side, presenting only the aspect of a terrific desert. All
around we could see nought but waves of naked, desolate pyramidal
and conical mountains, with deep wadies between, marked only by
the narrow tracks of goats, which climb along their sides to crop the
few herbs thinly sprinkled over them. It was one of the most truly
desert spots we had yet visited. The path led us along the tops and
sides of declivities as nearly perpendicular as they could be without
being composed of solid rock.”

This is very strong language for so imperturbable a traveller as
Dr. Robinson.

But there is no exaggeration in it. I have myself had more
than one scramble along the most impracticable paths imaginable,
and many of the ravines in this neighborhood are absolutely impas-
sable.

Has 'Ain Duak any history aside from its connection with the
‘events in the days of Joshua which you have just mentioned ?

Not the fountain, but ncar it are traces of substructions, though
not very distinct, the remains, doubtless, of the ancient castle of

! Rob. Res. vol. i. p. §72.
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The river retires far to the eastward, and the only variation in the
dreary monotony of the way was when we had to make detours
westwards to get around deep gullies leading down towards the
Jordan which must be at least two hundred feet below the general
level of the plain. From no point in that long ride of twenty miles
could the river be seen.

Those descending gullies you mention begin to appear on our
left, and the path bears away southwards, to avoid them, I suppose.

We shall soon get into the regular road from Jericho to the
ford; and as it is the highway to es Salt and the surrounding re-
gions of Moab, it is well travelled, and we shall find no difficulty in
threading our way through the labyrinth of bluffs and ravines.

Many of them present a very curious appearance. Yonder, on
our left, is one that looks like a tower capped by a rough project-
ing roof.

There are many similar bluffs, and in fact they present the most
characteristic feature along the line of the river for twenty miles.
Their peculiar shapes are easily accounted for and explained. The
surface of the plain consists of calcareous marl, the top of which
is in many places so indurated as to resist the action of rain and
wind ; while all below is worn away in the direction mostly of the
river-bank, leaving buttresses barely sufficient to sustain the top.
This ultimately gives way also, and the superincumbent masses
come crashing down in wild confusion. But here is a lad from the
ford of Nawd'imeh who will take charge of our horses while we rest
and refresh ourselves under the trees near the hut erected for the
men who manage the boat. The existence here of even this dilapi-
dated ferry indicates a great advance in the line of improvement for
this region. These peaceable boatmen take the place of the robbers
who formerly infested the banks of the Jordan, and their presence
as well as their occupation furnishes our best guaréntee of safety.
One of them will accompany us in our ramble on the other side of
the river, to pilot us through the thickets of the low flat banks.

I cannot yet get reconciled to the fact that this is the Jordan
flowing quietly at our feet, the river I have so often longed to .
behold. I am almost sorry I have seen it, the reality falls so very
far short of the picture which imagination drew.
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It is said in Joshua iii. 15, that “ Jordan overfloweth all his banks
all the time of harvest.” This is the statement, and the objections
against its accuracy and truthfulness are, that the Jordan is a short
and rapid river whose floods soon run out, and that, therefore, it
could not have overflowed all its banks in harvest, for the rains have
then entirely ceased, and the tributaries of the river are dried up.
This plausible reasoning is strengthened by the unqualified assertion
that the Jordan does not overflow its banks at all, not even in the
rainy season.

To meet and refute these assertions various suppositions and
suggestions have been put forward by the friends of revelation.
Some have maintained that the channel of the river has been deep-
ened since the time of Joshua, and this is, indeed, very probable;
and again, that, from various causes, less water now falls upon the
country drained by the Jordan than did anciently, and that the
. rains cease earlier in the spring. This may be true also, and if
there was any need of such hypothetical assistance to establish the
veracity of the sacred historian, we should not hesitate to employ
it; but I am persuaded that the matter in question needs no such
aid. It is a plain, honest statement of a simple fact, as literally
true when Joshua led the ransomed tribes into Canaan as now. All
we need in order to clear the passage from obscurity or doubt is an
adequate acquaintance with the phenomena of the country and the
river. Subject the passage and the scenery to a careful scrutiny
and analysis, and we shall find that here, as in numberless other
places, the Land illustrates and confirms the Book.

The river overflows during harvest; but where was the harvest
spoken of, and what is the time of it? These inquiries are strictly
essential. I have visited the pilgrims’ bathing-place, the supposed
scene of this miracle, early in April, and found barley-harvest about
Jericho already ended. I also found the river full to the brim, and
saw evidence in abundance that it had overflowed its banks very re-
cently. Barley-harvest in the vale of the Lower Jordan begins about
the end of March. This seems early, and in fact it is long before
the crops are ready for the sickle on the neighboring mountains, or
even around the fountains of the Upper Jordan. But the reason
is obvious. The valley at Jericho is thirteen hundred feet below
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winter rains at all. It requires the heavy and long-continued storms
of mid-winter before they are moved to any considerable extent;
and it is not until the melting snows of Hermon and Lebanon, and
the heavy rains of the season, have penetrated through the mighty
masses of these mountains, and filled their hidden chambers and
vast reservoirs, that the streams gush forth in their full strength.
These fountains continue to pour forth their contributions for
months with undiminished volume. The Haleh—marsh and lake
—is first filled, and then the Gennesaret rises and pours its accumu-
lated waters into the swelling Jordan; and the river keeps full and
strong all through March into April. Thus it comes to pass that
the Jordan does actually “overflow all his banks during all the time
of harvest.”

To understand the passage correctly, we must also remember
that the Jordan has two series of banks, and in some places three,
but it is the lower only which are overflowed, and to these the
reference in Joshua is unquestionably made. The low flat, or river
bottom, thus inundated is nowhere very wide, and is generally cov-
ered with a thick jungle of willow, sycamore, and other trees. It
was from these thickets that *the swellings of Jordan,” in ancient
days, expelled the lion from his lair: a poetic allusion, which bears
incidental testimony to the historic statement. At present there
are no lions to be roused, but the wild-boar, the jackal, and the
wolf occupy his place, and, like him, flee before the swellings of
this river.

I think it not improbable that the rise and fall of the Jordan
are, in reality, somewhat earlier now and more rapid than in the
days of Joshua. The cutting off of the forests of Lebanon, and
especially of Hermon, about the sources of the Jordan, has pro-
duced a marked change in the time and amount of the rainfall.
The rains are more violent, more of the water runs immediately
away, the snow also dissolves earlier in the season, and the clearing
away of much of the marsh at the north end of the Hileh allows the
water a quicker passage to and through the lake. All these causes
combined have no doubt tended to make the Jordan rise earlier,
and continue in flood a shorter time than was the case three thou-
sand years ago. It is also highly probable that the river has some-
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There were about half a dozen other convents in this region,
- most of them undoubtedly ancient. Indeed, from the early part
of the fourth century this plain became a favorite resort of pilgrims
from all parts of the Christian world.

Do you think that the custom of bathing in the Jordan at the
place where the baptism of the Saviour was supposed to have been
performed commenced at that early date? '

Probably it did, though I am not acquainted with the history of
the origin of such a custom. It may have been introduced gradu-
ally, but once established, it would soon become extremely popular.

The two traditionary sites—that of the Latins near Kisr el
Yehid, and that of the Greeks a little farther down the river—are
believed to mark the exact locality where our Lord was baptized ;
but it is probable that neither the one nor the other is at the iden-
tical spot. This general subject, however, deserves a careful exami-
nation, as does every incident in the life of Christ, and every place
connected with the sojourn of the Saviour amongst men.

The baptism is mentioned by the three evangelists, Matthew,
Mark, and Luke, and, by implication, by John also.! From a care-
ful consideration of the several passages, in their connection with
the place of baptism, it seems more natural to seek for the locality
farther north than any of the present sites. * Jesus came from
Nazareth of Galilee, and was baptized of John in Jordan,” a journey
of three days, at least, if the baptism occurred at either of the tra-
ditionary sites. It is quite possible, though scarcely probable, that
Jesus made this long journey. The notice in Matthew, Mark, and
Luke implies that immediately after the baptism and the tempta-
tion in the wilderness Jesus returned direct to Galilee. Considering
the fact that Jesus was residing in Galilee, and reappears there after
the baptism, I should look for the site of it as far up the Jordan
valley as the ford of Ddmieh, since the most frequented road from
Galilee to the river would lead him to that place, by the vale and
brook that descends from the neighborhood of Silim. It could be
reached in about a day and a half from Nazareth. *“ John was bap-
tizing in Enon near to Silim,” we are told, which is supposed to
be somewhere east of Nablus, and also at “ Bethabara beyond Jor-

! Matt. iii. 13-17; Mark i. 9-13; Luke iii. 21, 22; John i. 29-34.
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than of the limbs; and one woman in front of the circle, with a
scarf in both hands, gave the time gracefully enough to the twenty-
three performers who made up the party. They were a miserable
and depraved-looking set, scantily clad in blue cotton, all very
filthy, and, except two or three of the younger ones, most repulsive
in feature. I never saw such vacant and debased features in any
group of human beings of the type ang form of whites.”

Have you much confidence in the proposed site of Gilgal, the
place where the Israelites first encamped after crossing the Jordan?

Lieutenant Conder found the name Jiljilieh given to the large
open pool which we visited this morning, about a mile to the east
of Eriha; and one is inclined the more readily to accept this iden-
tification, since we know from other sources that Gilgal must have
been in that immediate ncighborhood. Josephus says that it was
fifty furlongs from the Jordan, and ten from Jericho. Now, if the
Jericho of Joshua was at or near "Ain es Sultan, as I believe it was,
Gilgal could not have been farther east than that pool of Jiljalieh.
Indeed, the Hebrew camp must have included the site of the pre-
sent Eriha, for that is at least ten furlongs from 'Ain es Sultin. The
modern idea suggested by the word city is calculated to mislead in
cases like the present. Jericho must have been of quite limited
extent, for on the seventh day of its investment by Joshua the
priestly procession bearing the ark compassed the city seven times.
They could not have marched very near the walls, and if these en-
closed the space of a square mile only, the distance traversed by
this procession on the seventh day must have been about thirty
miles, which is scarcely credible. The probability is that the city
was much less than a mile square.

It should also be remembered that the term Gilgal must have
"included a large district. The place where the tabernacle, with its
priestly keepers, was pitched may have been at or near the pool of
Jiljalieh, but the entire camp would necessarily spread over the
plain. There were some two millions of people, with all their pos-
sessions, and, crowd their tents ever so closely, they would extend
far down towards the Jordan. We may be quite sure, therefore,
that the pool and all that neighborhood was actually included
within the limits of that vast camp.
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feet, and the heights of Nebo and Pisgah above. Far away to the
south the Dead Sea sleeps in its mysterious sepulchre. North-
wards stretches the valley of the Jordan, sheltered by everlasting
hills on either side, the lofty Kirn Surtabeh on the west, and the
noble mountains of Gilead and Bashan on the east. This vast area
of plain and mountain and river and sea is crowded with aricient
sites, whose names recall many of the grandest and some of the
most sublime and appalling events in Biblical history.

The mental impression of this amazing panorama will abide
with you while life may last. But Salim sends us the summons
to breakfast, and we must obey it as the necessary prelude to our
day’s ride to Jerusalem.

Leaving the men to strike the tents and find their way to the
Holy City at their leisure, we will ramble over some parts of this
neighborhood which we have not yet visited.

Though I have no ambition to scale those cllﬁ's of the Quaran-
tana, I would like to ride to the foot of them, from whence we can
obtain a better idea of their character.

On the way thither we can look at the ruins of Tawéhin es Suk-
kar, the sugar-mills. They have long been neglected, the aqueduct
that brought the water to them from ’Ain Duak broken, and the
only use now made of the dilapidated vaults is to shelter cattle
from the storms of winter and from the burning sun of summer.

The name and the ruins seem to imply that at no distant day
in the past the sugar-cane was extensively cultivated on this plain.

That may well have been the case, although there is now no
other trace of such a culture. The sugar plantations are said to
have flourished during the time of the Crusades, and to have yielded
a large revenue to the Knights of Jerusalem. The net-work of
aqueducts which we have seen may have been constructed to irri-
gate fields of the sugar-cane, and for its growth they would be abso-
lutely essential, since the cane cannot thrive in this country without
a constant and abundant supply of fresh water. It is a curious fact
that long before the discovery of America the sorghum-cane was
cultivated on this plain of Jericho. By the Crusaders it was trans-
ferred to Spain, and subsequently, by the Spaniards, carried to the
West Indies, where it flourished greatly, and the cultivation of it
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They are: but I have not examined them. Many years ago,
when I was here for the first time, they were occupied by Bedawin
robbers, and no one could venture near them. Recently, however,
they have becn thoroughly explored by Canon Tristram and by
members of the Palestine Exploration Fund. The chambers are
mostly small artificial cells cut in the rock, but some are natural
caverns of considerable size. Canon Tristram says of them:

“On this eastern face are some thirty or forty habitable caves
and chapels; and probably there is a much larger number on the
south face, in the gorge of the Kelt. These caverns have all been
approached by staircases and paths hewn out of the face of the
rock; but time and water have worn away many of these, and left
the upper caverns in some cases wholly inaccessible. The lowest
range of caves is close to the edge of the sloping débris, and they
are still tenanted by the Arabs, who use them for sheepfolds and
donkey-stables, and sometimes, as we discovered, for corn and straw
depots. The next tier is easily reached ; and generally every spring
a few devout Abyssinian Christians are in the habit of coming and
remaining here for forty days, to keep their Lent on the spot where
they suppose our Lord to have fasted and been tempted.

“This tier is easily accessible to any one with a steady head.
The way to it is by a niche hollowed in the side of the precipice.
The ground-floor of these cells, if the expression may apply to such
aérial dwellings, appears to have been a series of chambers, with
recesses hollowed for beds and for cupboards. There are four of
these apartments opening into each other, the natural caverns hav-
ing been artificially enlarged. Below is a large well-plastered reser-
voir or tank, to which the water has formerly been conveyed through
cement-lined stone tubes, from the water-fall, several hundred feet
to the right. These tubes are neatly concealed in the rock, and
quite out of reach of any attack.”

In the third chamber, reached with some difficulty through “a
small round hole scooped out of the native rock, were three con-
secutive chambers, with a well-arched front of fine dressed stone, and
various arched door-ways and windows looking cast,” and *all lined
with frescoes, of which the faces alone had been chipped out by
Moslem iconoclasts. The centre room was evidently a chapel, cov-
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the names Cherith and Kelt is too remote to be of much avail. Dr.
Robinson, however, says that “ the Arabic form Kelt and the He-
brew Cherith are, indeed, not exactly the same, though the change
from resh to lam, and that of kaph into koph, are sometimes found.
There is also an apparent difficulty in the circumstance that the
brook Cherith is said to be d¢fore Jordan, which is usually under-
stood as mcaning cast of Jordan. But the difficulty vanishes if we
translate it towards Jordan; and that this may be done is shown
by Genesis xviii. 16, xix. 28, where the angels and Abraham, in the
vicinity of Hebron, arc said to have *looked fowards Sodom,’ the
expression in Hebrew being the very same as here; so, too, in
Judges xvi. 3.™

The doctor appears inclined to accept the identification ; others,
however, have sought for the brook much farther north, but the
evidence in favor of any site yet proposed is far from decisive.

As to Wady Kelt itself, it is admirably adapted to the pur-
pose for which Elijah resorted to Cherith. It is a narrow, pro-
found gorge, overhung by tremendous cliffs, absolutely impassable,
in whose numerous recesses and dark caverns the prophet could
have been most cffectually concealed. I have passed up and down
the south side of it by night, and looked into its fcarful chasm
with awe; for it then appears simply bottomless. On another oc-
casion the appcarance of a pair of ravens, black and glossy, sail-
ing leisurely down the chasm, brought vividly to mind the circum-
stances of the Biblical incident ; and I was quite ready to recognizc
them as the lincal descendants of the birds that were commanded
by the Lord to feed the prophet.

Do you attach any importance to the suggestion of certain
critics that Elijah was fed by a tribc of migrating Arabs having
the same name as the Hebrew word for ravens?

The record says simply that, at the command of the Lord, * the
ravens brought him bread and flesh in the morning, and bread and
flesh in the evening: and he drank of the brook.” That is all 1
know about the matter; but it is no more incredible that ravens
should thus supply the prophet at Cherith, than that the widow's
handful of mcal should not diminish, nor her cruse of oil fail in

' Rob. Res. note, vol. i. p. 538.
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in the howling deserts and cheerless caverns, there to dwell amongst
savage beasts, and like them to live and to die. This is all the more
extraordinary since associated with it was another phase of supersti-
tious belief, equally prevalent, though quite antagonistic to it. All
classes and all sects in the Eastern World believed then, and do so
still, that there are all around us, in the air, in the water, on the
earth, and under it, demons and evil spirits of many kinds and many
ranks; and it is the common opinion that such malignant beings
haunt the desert, dark caves, old tombs, forsaken towers, deep wells,
open fountains, and other similar places. A devout Moslem will
not enter any such suspected place without first exorcising the evil
spirit, and then muttering a petition to be protected from its de-
signs. But the anchorites, on the contrary, seem to have selected
the special resorts of these dangerous enemies for their own habi.
tations, as if on purpose to encounter them single-handed and alone.

Is it not implied in the accounts of Christ’'s temptation that the
desert and the wilderness were the chosen abodes of the Tempter?

If this is to be inferred from the facts stated in all the synoptic
gospels—that Jesus was led or driven into the wilderness by the
Spirit, to be tempted of the Devil—the wiser course for frail mor-
tals would surely be to avoid such places with the utmost care,
rather than to select them for their own abode. Upon those forty
days of temptation, however, is thrown the veil of divine silence,
nor should an idle curiosity seek to penetrate those hidden myste-
ries. But he would be a presumptuous man who should attempt to
imitate our Lord in this particular; and Jesus may have intended
to meet the Tempter on his own chosen ground, and there to baffle
and defeat him. The divine Son of God could safely do this, but
no one who knows his own weakness will seek such a conflict. His
prayer will ever be, “Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us
from evil,” or, rather, from the Evil One.

If the intention was to meet and conquer the arch-enemy of God
and man in a lonely and blasted wilderness, none could be found
better suited for the purpose than this Jebel Kuruntul and its sur-
roundings. There is not a house, or a tree, or water for the sup-
port of life.

And this desert region, the Wilderness of Juda, stretches from
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the confines of Bethany to the valley of the Jordan; nor is there
any indication that this wilderness was ever cultivated. Such as it
is now it has always been. Through it, however, lies our way to
" the Holy City, the symbolic type of the heavenly Jerusalem. Bun-
yan, were he our fellow-traveller, might here find more than one
spiritual similitude to illustrate the progress of his pilgrim.

If the traditionary interpretation of the title, Song of Degrees,
prefixed to some fifteen of the Psalms, be accepted, that they were
sung by devout pilgrims on their way to Jerusalem to keep the
great feasts of the Lord, we may suppose that companies toiling
up this long ascent would relieve the tedium of the way by chant-
ing some of them.'

From the customs of Orientals still prevalent, I think it highly
probable that such an explanation of the title may be substantially
correct. Nothing is more common than to hear individuals and
parties of natives, travelling together through the open country and
along mountain-paths, especially during the night, break out into
singing some of their favorite songs. Once, descending from the
top of Sunnin, above Beirit, with a large company of natives, they
spontaneously began to sing in concert. The moon was shining
brightly in the clear sky, and they kept up their chanting for a long
time. I shall not soon forget the impression made by that moon-
light concert, as we wound our way down the eastern side of Leba-
non to the Buki’a, on the way to Ba’albek. Through the still mid-
night air of that lofty region the rough edge of their stentorian
voices, softened into melody, rang out full and strong, waking the
sleeping echoes far and wide down the rocky defiles of the moun-
tain. Something like this may have often rendered vocal this dreary
ascent to Jerusalem. It is common in this country to travel in the
night during the summer, and we know that the Hebrew pilgrims
journeyed in large companies. On his ascent along this road from
Jericho to the Holy City, Jesus was attended not only by the twelve
apostles but by others, both men and women; and it would be
strange indeed if sometimes they did not seek relief from this op- .
pressive solitude by singing the beautiful songs of Zion. The one
hundred and twenty-second Psalm would be eminently appropriate :

! Songs of Degrees, Psalms cxx.-cxxxiv.
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* 1 was glad when they said unto me, Let us go into the house
of the Lord. Our feet shall stand within thy gates, O Jerusilem.
Jerusalem is builded as a city that is compact together: whither the
tribes go up, the tribes of the Lord. For there are set thrones of
judgment, the thrones of the house of David. Pray for the peace
of Jerusalem: they shall prosper that love thee. Peace be within
thy walls  For my brethren and companions’ sakes, I will now say,
Peace be within thee. Because of the house of the Lord our God
U will seck thy good.”

Every Christian pilgrim will heartily adopt the sentiments and
the lamguage of this beautiful “ Song of Degrees of David,” as he
draws near the gates of Zion, and devoutly “ pray for the peace of
Jerusalem.”

Another thought is quite worth keeping in mind. There is but
ot other p.xth.‘pcrhap:\ in all of Palestine in regard to which we
wan teel s0 assured that along its length

Walked those blessed feet,
W hich, fourteen hundred years ago, were nail’d,
For cur advantage, on the bitter cross,!

‘o thcte never has been any other practicable road between Jeri-
e und Tetusalem, for most of the distance, thus far.

\rother thought has been much upon my mind.  We ride along
Ul toad At our case. Jesus toiled up this great ascent on foot, and,
veoatatad 2 the well of Jacob, near Samaria, he was no doubt often

wodtiad weth his joumey."

uneusy enough, that is the only other road in the country
ovet which we may be quite certain that our Saviour travelled,
and, when wearied, sat near the well and rested ; “for his disciples
Wity i away unto the city to buy meat.” I imagine that Jesus
may 4o have rested at the old khan where we propose to lunch.

W, have been so deeply absorbed in our conversation that we '
have not given any attention to the region around us, deserted and
harie, without one redeeming feature to relieve the oppressive
wettugdae,

the valy change for the better that I notice is this new road,

! Shaks. Hen. IV. Act i.
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very probable, and no more than I believe is done by all that travel
this way, the fountain being close by the road-side, and very invit-
ing to the thirsty traveller.”

We are now ascending, you say, the south-eastern spur of Olivet,
and in twenty minutes will arrive at Bethany, the home of Martha
and her sister and Lazarus, whom Jesus loved. The region round
about it is not destitute of beauty; and whatever can or must be
said of the village itself, the pictures I have seen of it are worse
than the reality.

In contrast with the arid desert through which we have been
journeying all day, the appearance is quite refreshing; and I notice
evidence of considerable improvement, especially in the fig and
olive orchards, since my last visit. There are also a few more
houses perched upon the rocky terraces along the shallow wady
that descends from the north-west.

You must, of course, see the sepulchre of Lazarus, the so-called
house of Martha, that of Simon the leper, and the other tradition-
ary spots of local intergst. Salim can accompany you, as I have
no desire to revisit any of them, and will, therefore, await your re-
turn under the shade of this fine old fig-tree.

And now that we are again in the saddle, what did you see at
Bethany?

After groping my way down some twenty-five steps to the small
chamber shown as the tomb of Lazarus, which is entirely unsatis-
factory, I had mo inclination to follow the custodian to any other
legendary locality. I passed by the ruined tower which is the only
object in the place that has the slightest claims to antiquity, but
it could never have had the remotest connection with Lazarus.
Bethany, I bcelieve, does not occupy the site of any town mentioned
in the Old Testament.

No, nor even does Josephus refer to it, and, therefore, we may
conclude that it was a small hamlet even when our Lord made it
his chosen retreat. There are now about forty humble habitations
scattered promiscuously over the hill-side, which slopes gently down
towards the north-east; and the opposite ridge is clothed with
flourishing orchards of fig, olive, and other trees. The ride up the
valley to et Tir, on the top of Olivet, is quitc interesting; and I
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VIEW OVER THE WILDERNESS OF JUDAZEA. 415

XIV.
THE MOUNT OF OLIVES.

View over the Wilderness of Jud®a from Kubbet esh Shuhadah. — Jerusalem from the
Minaret of the Mosk at Kefr et Tir.—Church of the Ascension.—Uncertainty in Regard
to the Sites and Scenes of Jerusalem.—Boundaries of Jerusalem.—Mount Moriah.—
Mount Zion.—Wilderness of Judza.—Unwritten Revelation.—Ezekiel’s Vision of the
Holy Waters.—Allegory of the Mystic River.—Topography of the Allegory.—Church
and Tomb of the Virgin Mary.—Sir John Maundeville’s Description of them.—The
probable Residence of Mary after the Crucifixion.—The Dogma of the Assumption.—
Mariolatry.—El Jesméiniyeh, Gethsemane.—Excursion to Sites and Scenes without the
City of Jerusalem.— Scopus, where Titus encamped.—Nob, the City of the Priests.—
Doeg the Edomite.—Approach of Sennacherib to Jerusalem as described by Isaiah.—
Tuleil el Fal, Gibeah.—Sepulchre of Simon the Just and of the Sanhedrim.—Tombs
of the Kings.— Stone Doors described by Maundrell.— Similar Doors found in the
ruined Cities of the Haurdn.—Tombs of the Judges.—Building the Sepulchres of the
Prophets.—Olive-groves North of Jerusalem.—Third Wall.—Russian Hospices.—Mod-
ern Suburbs West of Jerusalem.—Birket el Mamilla, Upper Pool of Gihon.—Birket es
Sultdn, Lower Pool of Gihon.— Necessity of Large Reservoirs in Ancient Times.—
Absalom’s Hand.—King’s Dale.—Valley of Hinnom.—Hill of Evil Council.—Palace
of Caiaphas.—Aceldama, the Potter’s Ficld.—’Ain Selwan, Pool of Siloam.—Isaiah's
Tree.— Bir Eyfib, En-rogel. — Absalom, Adonijah, Joab. — Fountain of the Virgin.—
Source and Character of its Waters.—Remitting Fountain of Siloam.—Underground
Passage from the Virgin’s Fountain to the Pool of Siloam explored by Dr. Robinson.—
®Captain Warren's Survey of this Passage.—Tombs in the Valley of Jehoshaphat.

Sunday, April 27th.

I WALKED out early this morning to the top of Olivet, and to
the little Moslem wely called Kubbet esh Shuhadah—the Dome of
the Witnesses. Once there, it was difficult to break away from the
sights and scenes around and below me. Eastwards and south-
wards the view over the regions through which we have wandered
for the last few days was peculiar and impressive even to sadness.
It is the Creator’s own conception realized of desolation absolute
—hills behind hills, sinking far down to the Dead Sea, with Edom

and Moab beyond. As the rising sun revealed them, I watched
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immediate juxtaposition. Facing eastwards, the eye glanced wea-
rily over leagues of hopeless desert—*‘ the Wilderness of Judza™—
ending in the Sea of Death. Turning to the west, at my feet lay
the Holy City, with all its sacred sites, symbolic names, and pre-
cious memoriecs—suggestive of peace with God and life eternal in
the Jerusalem on high. It seemed not by accident or without a
purpose that the Creator here placed the one view over against
the other, and raised up a stand-point like the top of this mount,
from which both can be contemplated together, and their signifi-
cant admonitions fully comprehended. I thought of the solemn
words of Moses, in his farewell address to the Hebrew nation:
“See, I have set before you this day life and good, and death and
evil. I call heaven and earth to record this day against you, that I
have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing: therefore
choose life, that both thou and thy seed may live.”* . In the physi-
cal phenomena seen from this mount we may find the natural basis
for such expressive language. Look to the left, and nothing ap-
pears but evil and cursing, down to the bitter lake of Sodom; while
on the right hand you behold with delight the symbols of life and
good, and blessing for evermore.

You have meditated and moralized upon a course of thought
not only interesting and legitimate, but very appropriate to the
day and the place. All around us lie open for our study volumes
of unwritten revelation, which we may without presumption peruse
and expand. You have glanced at one chapter of it, and we will
turn to another, in which the physical features of Jerusalem and the
regions round about it are made to furnish the natural basis for
one of the most delightful prophecies in the Bible. Read the first
twelve verses of the forty-seventh chapter of Ezekiel.

“ Afterward he brought me again unto the door of the house;
and, behold, waters issued out from under the threshold of the
house eastward: for the forefront of the house stood toward the
east, and the waters came down from under, from. the right side of
the house, at the south side of the altar. Then brought he me out
of the way of the gate northward, and led me about the way with-
out unto the utter gate by the way that looketh eastward; and,

! Deut. xxx. 18, 19.
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The only passage in the Bible that points to this conclusion is
found in the graphic description given by Isaiah of the approach
of Sennacherib’s army towards Jerusalem.' It is poetry, no doubt;
but probably the topography is accurate, and intended to present
a vivid picture of the rapidly advancing calamity. Lowth, in his
translation, seeks to retain the poetic vehemence and fervid brevity
of the original, and Dr. Hackett has improved on Lowth in that
respect :

He comes to Ai, passes through Migron,

At Michmash deposits his baggage ;

They cross the pass; Geba is our night-station.
Terrified is Ramah; Gibeah of Saul flees.

Shriek with thy voice, daughter of Gallim;
Listen, O Laish! Ah, poor Anathoth!
Madmenah escapes, dwellers in Gebim take flight.
Yet this day he halts at Nob;

He shakes his hand against the mount, daughter of Zion,
The hill of Jerusalem.

The sites of some of the places named have not yet been iden-
tified, but Michmash, Geba, Ramah, Gibeah, and Anathoth are well
known; and every one acquainted with the topography of this
neighborhood will see at a glance that Sennacherib, for some rea-
son not indicated, selected a line of march considerably to the east
of the regular road by Bethel and Beeroth. The places mentioned
are all east of that highway, and consequently he would approach
Jerusalem along a route that would bring him naturally to some
point near the north-west base of Olivet. From there he saw the
Holy City, and that place was Nob.

Dr. Porter thinks he discovered the exact site on a conical hill
less than a mile south of Tuleil el Fil, or Dr. Robinson’s Gibeah.
He may be correct; and when it is remembered that Nob was only
a short distance north of the valley of Jehoshaphat, and on or east
of the public highway to Bireh and Beitin—Beeroth and Bethel—
the area within which it must have been situated is so contracted
that it is of little importance what precise point be selected. It
may have been at Dr. Porter’'s nameless tell, or on some other posi-
tion in that vicinity from which Jerusalem is visible.

1 Isa. x. 28-32.
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ciafes carried on their in,
lem—always with great fatigue, and often
danger. v

We have seen and done enough ourselves for
must now return to our tents. The path
the Kidron to the Garden of
sepulchral monuments of Zacharias, St.
Absalom ; while high above, on the left,
of the Haram area.
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started. This was that Jerusalem which, thus surrounded by strong
walls, the Jebusites deemed impregnable, and they mockingly cried
unto David, “ Except thou take away the blind and the lame, thou
shalt not come in hither: thinking, David cannot come in hither.
Nevertheless, David took the stronghold of Zion: the same is the
city of David.”

If this be correct, I think it is highly probable that subsequently,
when the Temple was erected upon the site of Araunah’s threshing-
floor, the original north wall of the city of David was prolonged and
carried across the valley of the Tyropceon, and joined to the west
wall of the Temple area. The city was thus made to include Mount
Moriah, and the éxtension of it southwards, which was called Ophel.
These works greatly increased the complication of the defences on
the south-eastern part of the city, and, after the time of David, sev-
eral of the kings of Judah added to those fortifications; and there
were in that part double walls and more than one gate.

Down to the time of Josephus, and the destruction of Jerusalem
by the Romans, the original first wall was still standing; and he,
as an eye-witness, thus describes it: “ Now, of these three walls, the
old one was hard to be taken, both by reason of the valleys, and of
that hill on which it was built, and which was above them. But
besides that great advantage as to the place where they were situ-
ated, it was also built very strong; because David and Solomon,
and the following kings, were very zealous about this work. Now,
that wall began on the north, at the tower called Hippicus, and
extended as far as the Xistus, a place so called, and then, joining
to the council-house, ended at the west cloister of the Temple.””
He then gives a general outline of the other parts of this old wall,
by which the whole of what we'now call Zion was surrounded. No
one can lay down in detail its course, or follow its sinuosities, espe-
cially along that part which enclosed Ophel. But this is not of

‘much importance, since the topographical necessities of that part
of the hill of Zion mark out the general direction of the wall with
sufficient distinctness.

The second and third walls both had their starting-point at the
Tower of Hippicus. Looking over the district north of Hippicus, |

! 2 Sam. v. 6-10. * Jos. Wars, v. iv. 2.

















































































THE CROWN OF THORNS. 491

The Persian, Chosroes II., when he captured the Holy City, in
614, carried away the remnant of the true cross to his capital ; but
it was soon after restored to Jerusalem by the Emperor Heraclius.
The main fragment of the cross was utterly lost about the time that
Jerusalem surrendered to the Khalif Omar, in the seventh century;
and the utmost that can be claimed now is that a small portion of
it is incorporated into the large cross in the Chapel of the Inven-
tion. Probably the idol-hating Saracens profanely destroyed the
sacred relic.

As to the crown of thorns and the nails, very little is known.
Individual thorns have been deposited in various localities; and of
the four or fourteen nails, the Empress Helena threw one into the
sea to calm a dreadful tempest; Constantine put one into his hel-
met, and another was made into a bit for his bridle, which was
afterwards transferred to the Duomo of Milan. Treves has a fourth
nail ; and Santa Croce, in Rome, has or had the one which, some
maintained, was placed by Constantine in his helmet. If this ac-
count does not satisfy your curiosity, you must have recourse to
those who find more edification in such legendary lore.
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The view from the top of the Golden Gate over the city, the
valley of Jehoshaphat, and especially of Olivet, is very distinct, and
no visitor should fail to see it.

I noticed a number of openings that looked like wells, and
actually saw men and women drawing up water with a rope and
bucket. Are there now any fountains and pools below the surface
of the Haram ?

There was probably no fountain on the rocky termination of
Mount Moriah, where Araunah had his summer threshing-floor;
but when, by the erection of the Temple, that spot became the
religious centre of the Hebrew nation, an adequate and never-
failing supply of water came to be absolutely necessary. Solo-
mon’s architects, as they reared up the prodigious walls from the
valleys below to enlarge the platform above, would utilize much of
the vacant space between those walls and the cliffs of the mount
by forming great reservoirs for water. There was nothing new in
that. The entirc city of Jerusalem was then, and is now, mainly
dependent upon cisterns. Every house is provided with them, and
recent explorations have abundantly confirmed former traditions
that the whole mount, below the Haram platform, is completely
honey-combed with such reservoirs—one of them so large as to be
called a bahr, or sea.

Originally these cisterns were filled by rain-water during the
winter, as is still the case with those now in use. But afterwards
an aqueduct brought the water from Solomon’s pools to the Tem-
ple arca, and probably the cisterns beneath were filled from its sur-
plus waters. It is possible, also, that the water from some of the
pools outside the city was conducted thither by pipes and chan-
nels which have long since been destroyed. Captain Warren, of
the Palestine Exploration Fund, has discovered many such ancient
channels, and examined more than thirty cisterns beneath the Ha-
ram area, some of them of enormous size—one capable of holding
seven hundred thousand gallons, and another still more capacious.
Indeed, the number and size of the wells, cisterns, and pools in the
city, and under the Haram area, is quite surprising; and no doubt
there are many more concealed beneath the great accumulations of
rubbish in the ravines, and under the houses of the city. Under-




























































id of the household of

f the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ
:orner stone; in whom all the
<th unto a holy temple in the Lord: in
together for a habitation of God through
Apostle Peter, addressing the Church
and spiritualizes the same Scripture.’

There can be no mistake, therefore, in
ble foundations of the material Temple,
God has preserved for us to see and reverently
high spiritual import culminating in the Saviour

! Eph. ii. 19-22.






== THE LAND AYD THE BOOK

T:zfv-:-f:a-idnanivmmvluﬁgdthethm
Tw == 2T oer—3 v Ommand of Tins whea he destroyed the
:.s:::s—::_'—;:c:ammm'mhnthdﬁd. It is seen
T OIIITES wTaag 3 e arers the cty through the Jafla
ZaTm Dz Twe == D the Sghr passing darectly in fromt of the
TTTwr T T Seme Lxar fortess s surrousded by a deep
> === ver in ached bridge which spans the fosse
= I 2Iz I Se enmmance to the Tower of David is
Tt Tz =..Iz= === Dour haifway wp. and om its westemn
S vIm= =zt Maicr Wisom says that “the so<called
T i T I STass T e e oudest portions of the citadel
ot s Timn == 'r'::zscnty.abme'&hthemriscs

ol LTt T my—mT—-zme See The escarp is faced with large
< otas i wmoTs T ame =xoae Is oniginal appearance; but
Sl Lt0 Yo TiTwmemr 3o w ez away much of the finer work,
e TS wri~~ vz ye= axoacxted In a very slovenly manner
S Tos L s vomamasskys i be seen, it is quite equal, if
N Ot n: Walmz-place [of the Jews], the faces
STl S oy TmeeT Smaewed. and having a shallow draught
Se el e Troen ".:."_"7\ Tz whaie when perfect, must have pre-
Ntoes i NT Tt ~man. 230z o> escalade. and, from the solidity
T Tas Ltassiool: 3w th: hanzeringram.”
UL .. S~ @ ths iasse. protected on the sides below by
RS et Nt ooz henoht of over forty feet, and this antique
DTt s Lssasottn sood throughout: then comes the modem
&G s tamg oot thimy feet. The lower part is built of
g heveod <tneS zveraging ten and a half feet in length, four
and a halt roet - hrzadih. by about the same in height. I have
been within the &:tadel. and examined the portions of the tower
that are now accessibie. but found nothing which could cast any
further Light upon its historv. It is commonly supposed to oc-
cupy the mte of the Tower o{ anpncuﬁ. mentioned by Josephus.
and to this i owes st e importance, since Josephus makes that
tower the pomt of departure in laving down the lines of the wa'is
of Jerusalem

The measurements of the Tower of David certainly do not cor-
respond with those of the Hippicus, as given by Josephus. He






























536 THE LAND AND THE BOOK.

partook of his last Passover; there instituted the Eucharistic Sup-
per; there girded himself with a napkin, and washed the feet of
the perplexed and unwilling disciples; that there he gave the mys-
terious “sop ” to Judas; that from the “ upper room” the sad com-
pany traversed the dark streets of Jerusalem from end to end until
they descended into the deep vale of the Kidron, and retired into
the secluded Garden of Gethsemane—if, I say, we could really be-
lieve all this, no locality within the Holy City would be invested
with more tender and solemn interest than the Ccenaculum, close
to the so-called Tomb of David.

All that is evident enough; but it is well, however, that the tra-
dition has no historic basis, else the place would long since have
been profaned by the grossest idolatry. The recorded incidents
that took place on that occasion suggest many affecting topics for
inquiry and meditation, and in the presence of even a fictitious site,
claiming to localize them, one is strongly tempted to moralize.

Leaving for the present other and more sacred themes, let me
ask whether there is any custom still prevalent in this country
which can illustrate the true significance of the “sop ™ that was
given to Judas.' Are we to suppose, as some do, that Jesus in-
tended it as an indication of kindness on his part? Was it, so to
speak, heaping coals of firc on the traitor's head >—a last effort of
superhuman love and compassion to melt his stony heart—saying,
in language intelligible to him alone, “ Though I know your cruel
covenant with the Chief Priests, yet the way is still open for repent-
ance?” .

This is certainly possible, for He who accepted the penitent
thicf would not have rejected a sincerely repenting disciple. But
to answer your special inquiry, one needs to know whether the cus-
toms amongst the Jews at that time were, in such matters, similar
to those still prevalent amongst the Arabs, and had the same signi-
fication. It is with them a mark of special respect for the master
of a fecast to hand or send to a guest portions of what is before
him, or to insist on putting morsels or sops into his mouth with his
own hand. I have had this done to me when the intention was
certainly to honor and manifest good-will, and such, apparently,

! John xiii. 21-30.
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the case: nor is it difficult to explain how the vast multitudes that
gathered here to keep the great feasts could be accommodated.
Take even the astounding statistics of Josephus himself, and sup-
pose that the two millions and a half who partook of the Passover
at the time of Cestius was neither an exaggeration nor an excep-
tion, it is by no means certain that one-fifth of this multitude sat
down to the Paschal Supper within the walls. The Jews originally
wore dwellers in tents. It is certain that in some parts of the coun-
try they did not abandon that custom, at least not until after many
generations The proverb, “ To your tents, O Israel!” was not a
mqie Uriental metaphor; and the tribes, when they assembled at
sral! places such as Gilgal and Shiloh, must have come up with
there tenes or. at least, prepared to sleep out-doors. The feasts
owuttad in the warm, non-rainy months; and throughout all the
<wraidere part of Palestine the people at that season do not hesitate
e ~evp ta the open air, on the house-tops, under trees, vines, or
vt it the gandens  Now, not only two but half a dozen millions
i nwvine velid find room to eat and sleep on the mountains which
v eant gt Jerusalem.” At such times, no doubt, every gar-
gt was thiewnt open. and every available spot occupied. 'We may
Lo e O~ oeagh from two incidents in the history of our Lord:
WL ose O en soar the city, and sent two disciples to prepare the
oy ware to Ay to the man whom they should meet

LAY s

‘< .+t et Where is the guestchamber ?” implying the ex-

«. v o sotoapartments, and the custom of allowing the use

o as aomateter of course on such occasions.!  Again, after

« +~ it lond went out into a garden in Olivet. Neither he

o disetes owned a garden there, but the matter thus men-

o Jearhhy implics that such gardens were on those occasions
eoet tor all who needed them.

! e otten tricd to realize the appearance of these valleys

« " s wound Jerusalem during the great feasts. Covered with

« \wooaves, truit-orchards, and terraced vineyards, beneath whose

« v bowers many a happy family and neighborhood group as-

.+l nsing rank over rank to the very top of the mountains,

. ves that no artist has thought of reproducing this scene. In.

YNGR N 2= % John xviii. 1.
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pey, then by Sosius, then by Herod, and finally by Titus, in the
second year of the reign of Vespasian, on the eighth day of the
month Gorpieus—September.” He closes the sad story with this
affecting remark: “Yet hath not its great antiquity, nor its vast
riches, nor the diffusion of its nation over all the habitable earth,
nor the greatness of the veneration paid to it on a religious account,
been sufficient to preserve it from being destroyed.”

The siege of Jerusalem occupied Titus four months and twenty-
five days—from April 11th, A.D. 70, to the 7th of September. After
this destruction we hear but little of Jerusalem until the reign of
Hadrian. No.doubt it was speedily occupied by both Jews and
Christians; and 1 am disposed to credit Eusebius, who supposes
that the city was not wholly destroyed by Titus. Such a thing
is scarcely to be imagined. Many of the lower vaulted rooms were
doubtless uninjured, and in those a considerable population could
reside. Indeed, it soon acquired somewhat the proportion of a city
and the character of a fortress; for when the Jews rebelled against
Hadrian, about A.D. 132, it was able to make a prolonged resistance.
Having destroyed it, Hadrian built a new town, which he called
/Elia, and for several generations afterwards Jerusalem was only
spoken of under this heathen name. Constantine restored its
ancient name, and greatly enriched and adorned it with splendid
churches and other edifices. Thenceforward it became the grand
centre of pilgrimages from all parts of the Christian world, and such
it has continued to be down to the present hour.

Jerusalem, during the last fourteen centuries, has suffered terri-
ble calamitics, and undergone many important changes. It was
taken by the Persians, under Chosroes II., with great slaughter.
The Basilica of the Holy Sepulchre was burned, and the city sacked
and pillaged, about the year 614; and in 636 it was permanently
wrested from the Christians by the Khalif Omar. From this event
to the appearance of the Crusaders before her walls, about the first
of June, 1099, the history of the city is almost a blank. There
were, however, frequent contests between the Moslem rulers of
Egypt and of Syria for its possession; and it suffered many calami-
ties from its peculiar position and character, being sacred to Mu-
hammedan, Christian, and Jew.



EL KUDS—THE HOLY. 567

The Franks kept possession of it less than one hundred years,
for it was given up to Saladin in 1187, and from that day to this
it has remained in the hands of the Muhammedans. Saracen and
Osmanly in succession have held it, and the flag of the Turk still
floats over the Tower of David. Such is a rapid survey of the long
and eventful history of Jerusalem, now called by all native sects
and denominations el Kuds—the Holy. If it had existed two
thousand one hundred and seventy-seven years when overthrown
by Titus, as stated by Josephus, its age at present is about three
thousand nine hundred and eighty-six years. More than any other
city, it has influenced the moral and religious character of the hu-
man race—AND THE END IS NOT YET!
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INDEX OF NAMES AND SUBJECTS.

EXPLANATION OF TERMS USED.

AiN, Hebrew Ex, Fountain.

Bas, Door.

Buit, Hebrew BzTx, House.

Bir, Hebrew Bzzr, Well or Cistern.
Deigr, Convent.

J=ezL, Mountain.

Jiswr, Bridge.
Kuin, Inn or Caravansary.
Kutr'aT, Castle.

ABARIM, mount, 25§.

*Abd el Hady, 81, 82.

Abel-mizraim, 149, 244, 245.

Abel-shittim, 374, 378, 391, 400.

Abigail, 289, 2go. .

Abimelech, 197-199, 202, 204-206.

Abner, 229, 230.

Abraham, 24, 102, 194, 201, 202, 204, 205,
234, 243, 244, 247-249, 252, 258, 259, 271~
274, 297, 298, 302-313, 498, 501, 522, 564.

Absalom, 30, 61, 253, 274, 331, 332, 456.

Abulfeda, 114.

Abu Shfsheh, 115, 116.

Abu Zabfira, river, 58, 59, 8s.

Abyssinian, 394.

Acacia, 229, 317, 373.

Aceldema, 451-353.

Achan, 378.

Achish, king, 231-233.

Achsah, 299, 300.

Acna, 421, 561.

Acre, Ptolemais, 29, 65-67, 73, 77.

Adam, 302, 303, 426, 475, 476, 488.

Adamnanus, 433.

Adoni-bezek, king, 564.

Adonijah, 456.

Mzrj, Plain.

MuxAxm, Shrine or Saint’s Tomb.
MuzAg, Shrine or Saint’s Tomb.
NAsa', Fountain.

NaHR, River.

Nzsy, Prophet.

Txrr, Hill or Mound.

Wabpy, Valley or Stream.

WsLy, Saint’s Tomb.

Adoraim, Dira, 242.

Adrian, emperor, 300, 504, 511, 513, 500.
Adullam, cave, 330, 332-335, 338.
Adullam, city, 145, 335.

Adummim, 405, 406.

/Elia Capitolina, 364, 566.

Africa, 17, 102, 140, 188, 385.
Africanus, Julius, 125, 306.

Agrippa, king, 69, 435, 445, 465, 485, 518.
Ahab, king, 396, 397.

Ai, 357, 358.

'Ain 'Askildn, 175.

'Ain el 'Aujeh, 355.

'Ain edh Dhirweh, 140, 320-323.

'Ain Dik, see Doch, fountain.

‘Ain Fimah, 355.

'Ain Gadis, 200-202.

'Ain el Gudeirat, 200.

’Ain el I1aud, see Apostles’ Fountain.
'Ain Ibta, 81, 82.

'Ain Jidy, see En-gedi.

'Ain el Kelt, 355.

'Ain Nawi'imeh, 355, 357.

'Ain en Nisirah, 304.

*Ain es Sultdn, see Elisha’s Fountain.
Ajalon, valley, 118, 145.
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'Akabah, gulf, 296, 343, 372.

'Akabah, town, 200.

'Akabet ed Deir, 399, 400.

Aksa, el, mosk, 411, 458, 464, 498, 499, 517.

Aleppo, 9o, 101, 106, 129, 130.

Alexander the Great, 180.

Alkali, el Kily, 129, 130.

Almonds, 109.

Amalekites, 232-234, 300, 390.

American burial-ground, s540.

American Colony, 48.

Ammonites, 139, 316, 376, 378, 389.

Amorites, 138, 201.

Amphitheatre, 63, 71, 72, 79.

Amygdalon, pool, 548.

Anab, 286.

Anakims, 201, 249-251, 299.

Ananias and Sapphira, 540-544.

Anathoth, 436, 437.

Andromeda, g, 12,

Aner, 304.

Anim, 286.

Antioch, 65, 104, 163, 321.

Antiochus, Eupator, 68, 321-323, 538, 565.

Antipater, 177.

Antipatris, 44, 45, 49-53, 85, 95, 104, 106,
119.

Antoninus Martyr, 433.

Ants, 89, 128, 225,

Apples, 23, 25, 46, 171, 172, 241, 242.

Apples of Sodom, 317-319.

Apocrypha, 34, 177, 374.

Apollonia, g5, g6.

Apostles’ Fountain, 405-408.

Apricots, 23, 25, 46, 284.

Aqueduct, 64, 72, 73, 277, 323, 324, 326, 327,
337, 355-357, 359, 305, 370, 376, 392, 396,
397, 401, 450.

Aqueduct, high-level, Jerusalem, 448, 449.

Arabia, 17, 384, 385.

Arabic, 47, 56, 62, 88, 91, 95, 101, 107, 108,
111, 114, 135, 136, 146, 156, 162, 163, 171,
179, 190, 197, 212, 218, 233, 298, 300, 320,
329, 345, 365, 383, 385, 398, 409, 458, 469,
482, 495, 496, 549, 551, 556, 557.

Arabs, natives, 16, 18, 28, 47, 114, 193, 207,
218, 241, 320, 329, 347-349, 308, 385, 387,
388, 394. 409, 532, 536.

Arad, king, 199, 286, 287.

Araunah, 149, 468, 501, 506.

INDEX OF NAMES AND SUBJECTS.

Arbor covered with a gourd, 13, 14.

Arch, Roman, 503-505, 513-517.

Arculf, bishop, 302, 303.

Arimathea, city, 103, 113, 114.

Arimathea, Joseph, 103, 113, 114, 484, 542,
544.

Ark of the covenant, 133-135, 349, 388.

Armenian burial-ground, 540.

Armenian convent, 529, 535, 561.

Armenians, 453, 529, 535.

Arms, 236, 245, 293, 318, 349, 350, 354.

Amy, 68, 93, 124, 186, 227, 230, 233, 32I,
323, 353, 357, 358, 421, 435-437, 445.

'Arrabeh, 81.

Arrian, 16, 180.

Arstf, 93, 95, 96, 177.

Artichoke, 212, 213.

Ashdod, Azotus, 115, 131, 139, 141, 147, 157—
161, 169-171, 177, 178, 32I.

Asher, 56.

Ash-heaps, 129, 130, 445, 486, 506, 509, 515,
551.

Asia Minor, 10, 16, 17.

Askelon, 65, go, 147, 159, 169-178, 217, 234.

Asmonean kings, 440.

Asphaltis, lake, 319.

Assumption, dogma, 430, 431I.

Assyrians, 160, 209, 210.

Atad, 149, 244, 245.

"Athlit, Castellum Perigrinorum, 65-67.

Augustin, 15.

Aujeh, el, river, 45, 48, 49, 56, 91, 93, 96, 97,
103.

'Aylin Misa, see Moses's Fountains.

'Azazimeh, tribe, 200.

Azekah, 118, 138, 144, 145.

BA’ALRBEK, 403.

Baal-zebub, see Ekron.

Bab el Hadid, the Iron Gate, 549.

Bab el Mugharibeh, Gate of the Moors, 517,
561.

Bab en Nazir, Gate of the Inspector, 551.

Bib es Silsileh, Gate of the Chain, 515, 551.

Babel, tower, 25, 167.

Babylon, 104, 108, 145, 155, 167, 190, 209,
210, 379, 380, 431, 456, 502, 565.

Bagdad, 106.

Bakah, 58, 59, 80, 81.

Bakhshish, a present, 247.
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Balm of Gilead, 380, 383-385, 387.

Balsam, opobalsam, 320, 373, 383-385.

Bananas, 22, 46.

Barclay, Miss, 537, 538.

Barclay, Rev. Dr., 461, 517, 5§37, 553.

Barley, 5'8, 81, 89.

Bamabas, 431, 541.

Bartlett, W. H., 488, 489, 540-551.

Barracks, 169, 170, 529.

Basalt, columnar, 314.

Bashan, 127, 250-252, 264, 392.

Bastinado, 236.

Bats, 110, 339.

Bears, 140, 228, 238.

Beautiful Gate, 500, 501, 503.

Bedawin Arabs, 6, 18, 55, 80, 82, 85, 86, 88,
93, 94, 102, 108, 130, 182, 193, 195-197,
200, 203, 212, 236, 240, 245, 248, 249, 252,
255, 265, 292, 297, 298, 307-309, 312, 314,
316, 318, 320, 323, 329, 330, 332, 335, 338,
342, 345, 349, 354, 384, 385, 387, 394, 395,
398, 399, 405, 531.

Beer-lahai-roi, 199, 203.

Beeroth, 118, 436.

Beersheba, 24, 97, 194, 198, 204, 205, 233,
279, 286, 297-299.

Bees, 89, 128, 137, 224-226.

Beirit, 5365, 88, 95, 100, 292, 403.

Beisan, 106.

Beit Jerdr, 81 82.

Beit Jibrin, see Eleutheropolis.

Benjamin of Tudela, 201, 216, 270, 271, 275.

Berachah, valley, 317.

Bergheim, Mr., 115.

Bethabara, 366-368.

Bethany, 347, 367, 368, 406, 408-411, 413,
414, 416, 430, 470, 558.

Bethar, 8.

Bethel, 54, 118, 218, 358, 372, 375, 389, 436.

Bethlehem, 30, 126, 163, 229, 230, 269, 270,
323, 326, 327, 335, 338, 339, 416, 480, 549.

Bethphage, 413.

Beth-barah, 368.

Beth-dagon, 103.

Beth-haccarem, see Frank Mountain.

Beth-hogla, 244, 347, 365, 368, 369, 405.

Beth-horon, Lower, 104, 118, 142.

Beth-horon, Upper, 118. *

Beth-shemesh, 133-135, 140, 141, 143, 161,
215, 224.
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Beth-tappuah, 239, 242.

Beth-zacharia, 322.

Beth-zur, 320-322.

Betogabra, see Eleutheropolis.

Bezetha, 561.

Bidrah, 7, 19, 23, 24.

Bibars, Sultan, 147, 171, 178.

Biblical sites and scenes, significance, 125-
128.

Bir, well, see Cisterns, 7, 73, 79-81, 159, 168,
172, 175, 182, 195-199, 202-204, 200, 248,
256, 260, 261, 324, 402, 404, 506.

Birket Hammam Sitty Meryam, 557.

Bir el Arwah, 497, 498.

Bir er Ruhaibeh, 198, 199.

Bitumen, 167, 371, 549.

Blind, 130, 131, 380-382, 454.

Boar, wild, 49.

Boaz, 30, 163.

Bonaparte, Napoleon, 9, 10, 50, 51, §3, 179.

Bottles, skin, 230, 234, 240, 277, 301.

Bread, 98, 202, 253, 308, 345, 405.

Bricks, 160, 163-167, 170, 197, 209, 378, 387.

Bridge, Jisr, 85, 96, 97, 101, 178, 351, 355,
396, 433, 514-517.

Broom, see Retem.

Bruce, Mr., traveller, 38s.

Buffaloes, 49, 79.

Bika'a, 100, 251, 260, 403.

Burak, el, winged steed, 515, 551.

Burckhardt, J. L., traveller, 187, 345, 384.
541.

Bureikieh, 64.

Butter, 25, 98, 195, 308.

Byzantine, 181, 223, 395, 496.

C.ESAREA, Palestina, 8, 44, 50, 53, 55-60,
62-65, 68-72, 75, 77-79, 82, 84, 85, 91, 93,
95, 110, 119, 1206, 367.

Caiaphas, 451, 535.

Cairo, 182.

Caleb, 249, 299.

Callirrhoe, 314.

Calvary, 269, 303, 419, 470.

Camel, 7, 20, 21, 25, 29, 30, 80, 127, 149,
159, 161, 163, 164, 175, 193, 194, 199, 200,
260-262, 275, 291, 297, 323, 354. '

Camphire, see Henna.

Campo Santo, Pisa, 453.

Canaan, 115, 127, 349, 357, 362, 36s.
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Canaanites, 17, 68, 128, 138, 139, 300, 565.

Canals, see Aqueducts.

Capharsaba, see Antipatris.

Capercotia, 81.

Caphtor, 102.

Captivity, 298, 502.

Caravans, 51, 106, 109, 112, 171, 260, 3II,
312, 38s.

Carmel, mount, 33, 44, 48, 56, 60, 63, 65, 67,
75, 79, 94, 113, 399.

Carmel, in Judah, 235, 286288, 290-292.

Carriages, 131, 134.

Castellum Perigrinorum, see 'Athlit.

Castle, 48-50, 55, 63, 66-68, 77, 96, 106, 178,
179, 185, 217-220, 242, 291, 292, 300, 303,
304, 324-326, 330, 338, 341, 342, 348, 358,
370, 405, 445, 525-527.

Castle of Goliath, 421, 465, 528.

Castor bean and oil, 15.

Catherwood, F., 418, 492-495, 498, 556.

Cattle, see Cows and Oxen.

Caverns, 220-222, 244, 246-248, 250, 268
274, 313, 314, 330, 332-335, 338, 342, 343,
386, 394, 395, 401, 402, 416, 437, 452, 497,
498.

Cedar, 92, 127.

Chaff, 43, 128, 149, 154, 155, 163, 165, 212,
213.

Chamber, upper, 135.

Chaplin, Dr., 115.

Chariot, 141, 323, 349.

Chedorlaomer, 201, 313, 451.

Cheese, 25, 98, 195.

Cheesemongers, see Tyropceon.

Chephira, 118.

Cherethites, 102.

Cherith, 347, 396—~400.

China-tree, 23.

Chosroes I1., 491, 566.

Church, 72, 103-105, 112, 114, 146, 181, 182,
198, 219-221, 223, 241, 292, 306, 330, 339,
365, 387, 394, 395, 401, 413, 416, 417, 428-
432, 446, 447, 454, 485, 535, 557, 561.

Church of the Ascension, 413, 416, 417.

Church of the Virgin, 428-432, 557.

Ciccar, 374, 375.

Cilicia, 16.

Circumcision, 257-259.

Cisterns, see Bir, 55, 79, 89, 9o, 109, III,
112, 131, 172, 197, 198, 217, 220, 221, 256,

INDEX OF NAMES AND SUBJECTS.

295, 323, 324, 337, 355, 365, 405, 407, 445,
506, 507, 553, 554.

Citron, 172.

Clark, Dr., 453, 487.

Cleopatra, 383.

Cloister of Herod, see Solomon’s Porch.

Ceenaculum, 535-537.

Cceur de Lion, Richard, 93, 104, 125, 177,
178, 216, 217.

Coffee and coffee-shop, 23, 80, 251, 359, 385,
405.

College, Syrian, Protestant, 13.

Colony, see American and German colony.

Commerce, 8, 10, 16, 17, 72, 73, 85, 99, 102,
106, 182, 247-249.

Conder, C. R., Lieutenant, 105, 114-117, 119,
121, 143, 145, 147, 181, 197, 223, 291, 298,
299, 355, 359, 368, 370, 388, 396, 401, 435.

Constantine, emperor, 181, 306, 416, 485,
490, 503, 513, 566.

Constantinople, 343, 490.

Consul, 9, 45, 114.

Convent, 114, 198, 330, 338, 340-344, 347,
350, 365, 366, 369, 370, 386, 387, 396, 446,
561.

Conquest by Joshua, 357, 358, 564.

Coptic convent, 548.

Corinthian architecture, 440, 503, 504.

Comn, Indian, 164, 387.

Cotton Grotto, 480, 507, 551-553.

Courts of houses, 32, 338.

Courts of justice, 29, 30, 43.

Cows, see Oxen, 25, 134, 161, 29I.

Crete, 102, 103.

Crocodile River and crocodiles, see Zerka, ez.

Crown of Thorns, 489, 491.

Crows, 86, 182.

Crucifixion, see Golgotha.

Crusaders, 8, 9, 48, 50, 66, 68, 72, 74, 93-95,
104, 107, 125, 132, 146, 160, 177, 178, 181,
216, 218, 223, 250, 272, 294, 330, 338, 387,
392, 409, 430, 433, 453, 474, 503, 549, 566,
567.

Cucumbers, 387.

Cufic, 220.

Cyprus, island, 13, 78, 102, 163, 541.

Cypress-tree, 91, 92, 320, 495.

DAGON, 158, 159, 185.
Daisies, 137.
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Damascus, 29, 80, 106, 195, 252, 279, 383,
533, 556.

Damascus Gate, 420, 445, 466, 469, 485, 456,
551, 553, 555-557.

Dan, 8, 24, 25, 49, 97, 103, 187, 211, 252,
279, 298, 313.

Dance, Arab, 387, 388.

Daniel, 17, 151.

Dates, see Palm.

David, 30, 102, 103, 113, 116, 138, 140, 145,
187, 213, 215, 227-238, 249, 257, 286-290,
313, 314, 331, 332, 335, 339, 378, 411, 426,
447, 456, 457, 466, 468, 483, 498, 501, 538,
539, 545, 564, 565.

David Street, 549, 55I.

Dead Sea, 88, 97, 127, 244, 286, 290, 292,
294-296, 312, 314, 316, 317, 320, 338, 342-
344, 346, 349-353, 361, 363, 365, 369, 371~
376, 392, 415, 422, 423, 425-427, 549.

Debash, Dibs, Syrup of Grapes, 279.

Debir, 299, 300.

Deir Dubbin, 215, 22q.

Deir el Kelt, 396, joI.

Deluge, 102, 250.

Derceto, 175.

Dhoheriyeh, edh, 299, 300.

Diodorus, 16.

Dioscorides, 15, 172.

Diospolis, see Ludd.

Doch, fountain, 355-359, 392.

Doeg, 435.

Dogs, 7. 76, 129, 136, 240.

DOm, tree, 317.

Dome of the Rock, 458, 485, 487, 493, 495-
500, 546, 561.

Donkeys, 25, 30, 36, 46, 55, 127, 153, 155,
161, 230, 261, 291, 310, 311, 371, 304, 484.

Dor, 44, 60, 62, 65, 67, 68, 87, g6.

Dorcas, 26.

Doric architecture, 520.

Double Gate, 517, 518.

Doves, 127, 182,

Drake, C. F. T., 200, 211, 233, 332, 334, 337.

Druse, 17, 235.

Dung Gate, 517.

Dunghills, 135, 136, 161.

Duomo of Milan, 491.

EAGLEs, 128.
Earthquake, 60, 67, 112, 128, 173, 225.

Easter, the Greek, see Holy Fire.

Easter, the Latin, 482, 483.

Ebal, mount, 265.

Ecce Homo Arch, 489, 557.

Ecclesiasticus, 383.

Ed, altar, 359.

Edom, 203, 204, 235, 249, 295, 372, 391,
415.

Eggs, 25, 86, 87, 40s.

Eglon, 193, 208-210.

Egypt and Egyptians, 10, 11, 15, 20, 49-51,
65, 74, 79, 82, 88, 9o, 91, 102, 106, 108,
109, 112, 127, 130, 147, 149, 151-153, 159,
160, 164-167, 171, 178, 179, 204, 225, 234,
244, 245, 249, 253, 258, 261, 297, 302, 311,
312, 342, 343, 371, 372, 375, 383, 481, 502,
520, 522, 529, 532, 555, 565, 566.

Ekron, 131-133, 135-137, 171, 228.

Elah, valley, 138, 144, 157, 215, 227-229.

Elephants, 322, 323.

Eleutheropolis, Beit Jibrin, Gath, 103, 138,
140, 141, 171, 192, 208, 210, 214-216, 218,
223, 227-229, 231-233, 236, 240, 290, 334,
335.

Eliazer, Maccabean family, 322.

Eliezer of Damascus, 80, 195, 252, 259-261.

Elijah, 297, 345, 378, 396-399.

Eli, 30.

Elim, 197.

Elisha, 376, 378, 533.

Elisha’s Fountain, 344, 348, 354-357, 359,
365, 370, 376-378, 383, 387, 388, 391, 393,
400.

Emmaus, 115, 116, 123-125, 132.

Emeers, 243, 255, 259, 262, 307, 308.

English burial-ground, s40.

English church, 529.

En-gedi, 312-314, 316-320, 423, 425.

En-rogel, 406, 420, 424, 450, 455-457.

En-shemesh, 405—408.

Ephesus, 430, 431.

Ephraim, 25, 49, 56, 61, 87, 103, 115, 119.

Ephron, 247, 249.

Esau, 206, 207, 244, 252, 254, 255, 311, 315.

Esdraclon, 56, 59, 81, 233.

Eshcol, 201, 202, 277, 304.

Eshtemoa, 286.

Etham, Urtas, 327, 328, 332 335, 337, 339,
340, 550.

Euphrates, river, 260, 383.
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Goats, 25, 80, 98, 161, 195, 207, 230, 238,
240, 291, 314, 324, 358, 386, 395.

Golden Gate, 503-5006, 517.

Golgotha, 303, 475, 48s.

Goliath, 136, 138, 145, 215, 218, 227, 229-
231, 237, 238, 290.

Gomorrah, 274, 310, 313, 319, 371-376.

Good Samaritan, 348, 405.

Gordias, 147.

Gourd, 13-15.

Goshen, 311.

Grain, see Wheat.

Grampus, 12.

Granaries, 63, 89, 9o, 220, 221, 394.

Grapes, see Vineyards.

Grecian islands, 16.

Greek burial-ground, 540.

Greek convent, 330, 546.

Greeks, 9, 15, 47, 63, 60, 71, 72, 74, 104, 105,
116, 135, 141, 160, 199, 258, 330, 339, 344,
360, 367, 387, 395, 405, 419, 446, 476-483,
541.

Grotto of the Agony, 432, 433, 557.

Grotto of Jeremiah, 485, 553-555.

Gypsies, 188, 444.

HABLEH, 50, 55.

Hackett, Dr., 436.

Hachilah, 286.

Hagar, 199, 203.

Haifa, s, 10, 48, 65.

Hakawaty, 251.

Halhul, 304, 310, 320, 321.

Hamath, 21, 23, 90, 152, 163, 202, 212, 213,
260, 502,

Hamor, 28.

Haram 'Aly Ibn ’Aleim, el, 88, 93, 95, 96.

Haram, el, see Machpelah.

Haram esh Sherif, el, 462-464, 485, 489,
492-497, 499-506, 508, 512, 515, 517, 537,
544. 549, 551.

Harbor, s, 6, 8, 10, 11, 45, 69-73, 79, 96, 147,
169, 170, 171, 176, 182.

Harem, 205, 206.

Hares, 188.

Harp, 229-231.

Harts, 127.

Harvest, see under Manners and Customs.

Hasbeiya, 237.

Haurdn, 106, 108, 142, 154, 212, 396, 441I.
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Hawks, 86.

Hazezon-tamar, see En-gedi.

Hazor, 67.

Hearth, 37, 38. .

Hebrew, Jewish, 16, 19, 47, 62, 66, 72, 97,
107, 116, 135, 139, 154, 156, 162, 163, 171,
188, 190, 195, 211, 213, 242, 246, 250, 258,
264, 268, 269, 306, 312, 322, 323, 339, 345,
346, 357, 361, 374, 388, 389, 398, 422, 450,
497, 502, 506, 511, 522, 531, 532, 541, 544,
545, 565.

Hebrews, Jews, 8, 10, 15, 17, 22, 28, 36, 37,
45, 72, 77, 96, 98, 99, 103, 104, 128, 130,
133, 136, 138-140, 144, 156, 157, 163-167,
177, 190, 197, 201, 203, 232, 247, 249, 258,
265, 271, 273-275, 283, 298, 306, 312, 316,
322, 348, 378, 403, 437, 445, 447, 490, 497,
501, 512, 513, 519, 520, 522, 523, 531, 532,
536, 541, 544-546, 553, 557, 559, 561, 562,
565, 566.

Hebron, 28, 30, 126, 140, 184, 194, 201, 203,
211, 235, 239, 240, 242, 243, 246, 249, 250,
260, 262, 263, 265, 273, 274-279, 283, 284,
297, 299, 301-304, 306, 309, 312, 398, 444,
525, 549, 565.

Helena, mother of Constantine, 181, 416,
433, 490, 49I.

Helena, Queen of Adiabene, 440.

Heraclius, emperor, 491.

Herod Agrippa, 555.

Herod the Great, 8, 50-52, 68, 69, 70~-72, 79,
177, 292-294, 337, 383, 464, 466, 493, 500~
502, 509, 515-518, 522, 527, 538, 539, 556,
560.

Herodium, see Frank Mountain.

Herodotus, 130, 159, 160, 175, 19O, 225,
258.

Henna, 172, 320.

Henniker, Sir Frederic, 348, 40s.

Hermits, 339, 342, 343, 386, 393. 395, 401,
402.

Hermon, 25, 91, 237, 238, 241, 346.

Heshbon, 400.

Heth, 28, 243, 246-249.

Hill of Evil Council, 451.

Hippicus, see Tower of David.

Hiram, king, 16, 494.

Holy City, see Jerusalem.

Holy Fire, ceremony, 478-482.

Holy Land, 6, 39, 43, 48, 60, 98, 250, 284.
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Jesus—the Ascension, 416, 417, 558.

Jesus—at Bethany, 408-414.

Jesus—from Bethany to Jerusalem, 410, 411.

Jesus—incident in early life, 543.

Jesus—at Jacob’s Well, 404.

Jesus—at Jericho, 380-382.

Jesus—from Jericho to Jerusalem, 403, 404.

Jesus—at the Jordan, 350, 366-368.

Jesus—and the lepers, 531, 534, 535.

Jesus—at the pool of Bethesda, 508.

Jesus—and the pool of Siloam, 454.

Jesus—in Solomon's Porch, sor.

Jesus—the Last Supper, 535-537, 562.

Jesus—tempted in the Wilderness, 359, 367,
391, 393. 395, 401, 402, 416.

Jethro, 256.

Jett, 58.

Jewish quarter, 544-546.

Jews’ burial-ground, 517, 519, 522.

Jiljdlieh, 51, 53, 55.

Jiljdlieh, plain of Jericho, 388.

Jisr, Benat Ya'kob, 106.

Joab, 331, 456.

Job, 28, 187, 345, 456, 457.

John the Baptist, 155, 350, 359, 365~ 369,
483.

John, St., church, 114.

Jonah, 8, g, 12-18, 322.

Jonathan, 22s.

Jonathan, Maccabean family, 321.

Joppa, see Jaffa.

Jordan, river, 56, 61, 68, 86, 97, 101, 127,
203, 204, 244, 260, 296, 343, 346, 347, 349~
351, 354, 359-369, 371-378, 386-389, 391,
392, 396, 398, 400, 416, 425, 427.

Jordan, Lower, 362.

Jordan, Upper, 346, 362.

Jordan, ford Mukhadat el *Abarah, 368.

Jordan, ford of Damiceh, 359, 366-368.

Jordan, ford of Nawiimeh, 359, 360.

Joseph, 81, 244, 258, 297, 311, 384, 483, 537.

Josephus, 9, so-52, 65, 68-71, g6, 102, 116,
117, 123, 135, 136, 156, 160, 177, 224, 226,
244, 250, 258, 274, 292—295, 318, 319, 321,
323, 327, 330, 337, 339, 351, 353, 359, 374,
382, 383, 388, 408, 418-421, 435, 450, 451,
454, 458, 459, 464, 465, 467, 468, 500, 509,
518, 526, 528, 548, 553, 559-562, 564, 565,
567.

Joshua, 118-121, 209, 388, 483.
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Judah, 2s, 143, 187, 369, 370, 405, 406.

Judas Iscariot, 451, 534, 536, 537.

Judas, Maccabean family, 147, 321, 322, 335,
359.

Judza, 33, 48, 113, 157, 209, 211I.

Judith, book, 146.

Juniper-tree and coals, 345, 346.

Jirah, el, 170, 178.

Jurf el Jerrir, 196-199.

Justinian, emperor, 343, 365, 499, 504.

Juttah, 286, 291, 299.

KADESH-BARNEA, 196, 200, 202, 211, 251.

Kadesh, wilderness, 199, 287.

Kalawin, el Melek, Mansir, 112, 147.

Kady, judge, 29, 43, 178.

Kanabh, river, 49, 56.

Kefr et Tir, mosk and village, 416, 417, 557.

Keffiyeh, Bedawin head-dress, 245.

Keilah, 287.

Khalif, 112, 114, 178.

Khalif 'Omar, 430, 491, 566.

Khan, inn, 51, 67, 106, 109, 112, 157, 159,
179, 180, 348, 404, 405.

Khin el Ahmar, 405.

Khatib, orator, 495.

Khédive of Egypt, 164, 165.

Khidr, el, St. George, 329, 330.

Khiilasah, 196, 199, 233.

Khiirbet Jett, ruin of Gath, 210, 215, 216.

Khiirbet en Nisirah, 304.

Kibleh, south ; prayer-niche, 147, 430, 495.

Kidron, 339, 343, 344, 411, 420, 423, 425,
427, 430, 432, 437, 441, 451, 453, 454, 456,
458, 462, 465, 467, 485, 500, 508, 518, 536,
540.

Kilkilieh, 53, 55.

King's Dale, 450, 451, 454, 520.

Kirjath-arba, see Hebron.

Kirjath-jearim, 118, 124, 132.

Kirjath-sannah, see Debir.

Kirjath-sepher, see Debir.

Kitto, Dr., 82, 171, 244, 320.

Kouyunjik, 210.

Korin, el, Sale's, 101, 102.

Kubib, 115.

Kubbet esh Shuhadah, 415.

Kubir el Yehid, 117.

Kiifin, 322.

i Kal'at el Burak, 324-326.
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MANNERS AND CUsTOMS—continued :

. Pilgrimages and Votive Offerings, 10,
25, 54, 00, 67, 73, 88, 110, 111, 114, 125,
127, 194, 270, 272, 274, 283, 286, 301, 300,
307, 316, 347-351, 353, 354, 362, 366, 367,
386, 387, 395, 401404, 417, 419, 432, 437,
441, 444-446, 453, 489, 507, 512, 513, 529,
541.

Planting and Sowing, 13-15, 24, 41, 42,
48, 58, 59, 80, 88, 98, 99, 149, 193, 194,
242, 278, 279, 284, 320, 387.

Servants and Slaves, 22, 29, 36, 68, 8o,
108, 128, 131, 163-167, 184, 198, 235, 244,
255, 256, 259-261, 263, 288, 289, 306, 310-
312, 331, 563.

Shepherds and Watchmen, 29, 73, 84,
85, 94, 98, 100, 127, 142, 194-196, 198,
204, 230, 231, 237, 238, 244, 256, 264, 279—
282, 288-291, 311-314, 330, 331, 338, 345.
’ Shops and Streets, 6, 7, 25, 20-32, 129,
130, 179, 186, 548, 549, 551, 560.

Spinning and Weaving, 80, 99, 195.

Worship and Supenstition, 17, 18, 34,
36, 37, 01, 110, 1II, I2I, 241, 257, 258,
267, 269, 272-274, 284, 297-299, 300, 307,
329, 330, 347-351, 366, 4o1, 402, 424, 437,
444, 445, 512, 513, 520, 522, 531, 532, 541,
544-540.

Maon, 286-292.
Marc Antony, 383.
Mariolatry, 430, 431.

Marsh, 49, 62-64, 73, 74, 77, 79, 91, 93, 94. _

Marshes, salt, 290, 427, 428.

Martha of Bethany, 15, 347, 408, 409, 413,
414.

Mary of Bethany, 347, 409, 413, 414.

Mary, the Virgin, 428-430, 431, 483, 505,
543, 557.

Masada, 292-295.

Mattathias, Maccabean family, 359.

Maundeville, Sir John, 303, 365, 401, 429,
430, 453.

Maundrell, H., traveller, 325, 326, 407, 418,
440, 441, 453, 454.

Mawazin, el, the Scales, 494.

Medina, ¢l, 334, 499.

Medinet Haboo, 190.

Mediterranean, 12, 13, 17, 70, 171, 211,

Megiddo, 106,

Mekka, 384, 495, 499, 541.
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Melchizedek, 451, 483, 565.

Melisinda, queen, 4o9.

Melons, 88, 387.

Merom, see Huleh.

Mesmiyeh, el, 161-163, 168.

Mesopotamia, 195, 199, 254, 255, 259, 260,
3I1.

Metawileh, sect, 36, 37, 252.

Mfamas, el, fountain, 63, 64.

Mice, 89, 9o, 188.

Michmash, 436, 437.

Midianites, 128, 149, 316.

Milk, 25, 98, 308.

Mills, 60, 73, 76, 86, 93, 96, 97, 101, 186, 355,
356, 392, 393, 457.

Mills, hand, 107, 108, 184, 186.

Millstones, 108.

Milton, 62, 108, 184, 185, 457, 458.

Mirabel, castle, 48-5s0.

Mirage, 101, 102.

Mirr, el, village, 96, 97, 101.

Mizpeh, 389.

Moab, 97, 139, 244, 250, 295, 310, 335, 338,
344, 346, 349, 350, 360, 361, 376, 378, 391, -
400.

Modin, 116, 117, 119.

Moladah, 2¢q.

Mole, 68, 70-72.

Montefiore, Sir Moses, 46, 546.

Moresheth-gath, 210, 216, 218, 242, 335.

Moriah, 127, 297, 419, 420, 426, 468, 485,
497, 499, 501, 500, 563.

Moses, 24, 25, 120, 200, 204, 244, 252, 250,
258, 200, 269, 311, 319, 346, 353, 301, 375,
378, 422, 420, 445, 483, 522, 531, 532, 555.

Mosk, 104, 110-112, 114, 146, 147, 178, 180,
181, 268-274, 322, 410, 411, 410, 417, 458,
492-500, 501.

Moslems, 10, 34, 50, 51, 81, 100, 104, 10g—
111, 114, 147, 149, 156, 179, 193, 2106, 245,
258, 267, 272-275%, 279, 298, 302-304, 394,
402, 409, 411, 430, 458, 481, 483, 492, 404,
435, 497, 498, 505, 508, 537, 538, 541, 553,
557, 559, 506, 507.

Moslem burial-ground, 553, 555.

Mount of Olives, 284, 347. 408, 310-422,
433-437, 470, 500, 517, 518, 522, 546, 557,
558, 562, 503.

Mount of Temptation, see Quarantana.

Mu'allakah, el, 63.
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Partridge, 232.

Passover, 450, 536, 559, 562, 563.

Patriarch Street, 469, 548.

Paul, the apostle, 16, 36, 55, 69, 77, 78, 85,
119, 154, 157, 431, 511, 523, 557.

Pavement, tessellated, 396.

Peach, 46.

Pear, 46, 284.

Peasants, native, 25-27, 47, 63, 64, 67, 102,
106, 122, 125, 132, 134, 142, I§3, 153,
168, 172, 194, 226, 242, 321, 386, 387,
408, 409.

Pentecost, 535, 538, 542, 543.

Perseus, 9, 12.

Persian water-wheel, see Na'urah.

Peter, the apostle, 26, 33, 34, 36, 69, 84, 104,
501, 503, 523, 524, 535, 538, 542.

Peutingerian Tables, 157.

Pharaoh, 115, 163-165, 204.

Pharisces, §11, 444, 519.

Phicol, 198, 204.

Philip, 140, 141, 193, 321, 323.

Philistia, 20, 33, 62, 103, 108, 113, 136, 137,
140, 149, 153, 156, 161-163, 170, 192-104,
204, 209, 210, 218, 221, 321, 323, 335.

Philistines, 19, 62, 64, 82, 97, 101-103, 108,
1106, 118, 128, 132, 134, 136-138, 145, 147,
158-160, 171, 184, 186, 188, 195, 202, 210,
227, 228, 230, 231, 233, 234, 287, 290.

Pheenicians, 15, 17, 64, 71, 82, 97, 172, 494,
518.

Pierotti, M., traveller, 271, 272, 273.

Pilate’s house, 484, 489, 509, 557.

Pilgrims, see, under Manners and Customs,
Pilgrimages and Votive Offerings.

Pilgrims’ bathing-place, 347, 350, 351, 362,
360, 367.

Pine, 60, 91—04.

Pirates, 9, 106.

Pisgah, 25, 375, 392, 400.

Pits, 81, 187.

Plague, q.

Plane-tree, 495.

Pliny, 9, 125, 147, 172, 383.

Ploughing, see, under Manners and Customs,
Planting and Sowing.

Plum, 23, 46, 284.

Plutarch, 190.

Pomegranate, 22, 25, 46, 80, 81, 106, 284-
286.
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Pompey, 383, 511.

Pool, 131, 197, 200, 290, 291, 299, 300, 388,
450, 557.

Pool of Bethesda, 459, 508, 509.

Pool of Gihon, Lower, 327, $49-451.

Pool of Gihon, Upper, 447-449, 547.

Pool at Hebron, 275-277.

Pool of Hezekiah, 447, 469, 486, 546-548,
559-

Pool of Siloam, 419, 420, 421, 424, 451, 453~
455. 457-460.

Poplar, 143.

Population, 97, 98, 100, 131, 134, 140, 147,
156, 157, 179, 559-562.

Port Said, s.

Porter, Dr. J. L., 216, 395, 436.

Porters, 6, 29.

Pottage, see Lentiles.

Potter and pottery, 34-37, 128, 170, 175, 197,
198, 209, 445.

Potter’s field, 451-453.

Prickly-pear, 109, 131, 159.

Prince of Wales, 271.

Proverbs, Arabic, 19, 76, 97, 213.

Proverbs, Hebrew, 28, 188, 189,

Psalms, Songs of Degrees, 403, 404.

Psammetichus, 159, 160.

Ptolemais, see Acre.

Pundit, 126, 127.

QUARANTANA, 367, 370, 391-390, 401, 402,
Quarries, 64, 443, 518, §53.

Quicksand, 85, 296.

Quince, 23, 25, 46, 284.

RABSHAKEH, 448.

Rachel, 195, 240, 256.

Rachel’s Tomb, 406,

Rahab, 378.

Railroad, 45.

Rain, 83.

Ramadan, Moslem fast, 495.

Ramabh, of Benjamin, 436, 437.

Ramathaim, 114.

Rimet el Khiilil, see House of Abraham.

Ramleh, 9, 62, 79, 101, 106, 109, 110-114,
118, 125, 129-132, 146, 274, 476.

Ras, er, see Antipatris.

Rats, 89.

Ravens, 127, 398, 399.
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Serpent-charmers, 188.
Serpents, winged, 189, 1g0.
Sestius, Gallus, 559, 562.
Seth, 251.
Shadiif, 20, 21.
Shakespeare, 404.
Sharon, 33, 45, 48, 62, 63, 76, 78, 79, 8M 94,
95, 102, 104, 113, 117, 125.
Sheaves, 162, 163.
Sheba, queen, 383.
Shechem, see Niblus.
Sheep, 25, 98, 127, 161, 228, 230, 256, 257,
288-291, 313, 456.
Sheepfold, 127, 313, 394.
508, 509.
508.
2q0.
Sheikh, 202, 215, 235, 236, 242, 245, 246,
255, 256, 259, 307-309, 312, 348.
Shem, 565. .
Shemitic, 213. .
country, 145, 211, 335.
Manners and Customs.
102.
ez.
Shiloh, 241, 389, 562, 563.
Ship, 8-11, 16, 17, 23, 55, 69, 72, 78, 96, 99,
117, 128, 147, 176, 182, 351, 458, 479, 484.
Shipwreck, 11.
Shishak, 565. .
Shittim, acacia, 157, 229, 317, 373, 374-
Shochoh, 138, 145, 215, 227, 228.
Shovel, see Threshing Instruments.
Siccarii, 293.
Siddim, 313.
Sidon, 22, 29, 65, 78, 280, 284, 397.
Sidr, tree, 386, 387.
Silk, and silk-worm, 10, 109.
Siloam, Kefr Silwin, village, 458, 460, 518.
Simecon, 28, 187, 563.
Simeon, Maccabean family, 116, 117, 321,
359.
Simon the Tanner, 33, 34, 156.
Sinai, 127, 197, 199, 211, 297, 314, 345, 522.
Sindidneh, village, 61, 62.
Single Gate, 517.
Sirocco, 131, 141, 142, 169.
Slaves, sce under Manners and Customs.
Sling, 228, 237, 290.
Smith, Dr. Eli, 121, 214, 296, 297, 453, 4f0.
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Smoking, see Tobacco.

Snares, 187.

Soap, 10, 16, 106, 114, 129, 130, 179, 182,
548.

Socoh, in Judah, 286.

Sodom, 127, 274, 296, 309, 310, 313, 317-
319, 371-376, 398, 422, 425, 426, 451.

Solomon, 31, 68, 89, 113, 115, 130, 138, 241,
269, 274, 285, 320, 324-328, 339, 340, 383,
447, 456, 468, 493, 494, 497, 498, 500, 502,
506, 515, 518, 522, 539.

Solomon’s

Solomon’s Pools, 301, 310, 322-330, 337, 339,
449, 450, 506, 540, 550, 551.

Solomon’s Porch, 500, 501.

Solomon's Stables, 500, 517.

Sop, The, 536, 537.

Sorek, valley, 143.

Sozomen, historian, 306.

Spain, 17, 9o, 392.

Sparrow, 86, 93, 127, 182.

Spindle, 80, r9s.

Spirit of the Evil One, 4o2.

Squirrels, 188.

Stanley, Dean, 271, 273, 374, 410, 411, 416,
478.

Stone doors, 440, 441.

Storks, 128.

Storm, s, 10, 11, 18, 83, 84, 313.

Strabo, 16, 67, 78, 82, 147, 172, 383.

Strato’s Tower, 64, 67, 71, 78, 79.

Straw, 43, 149, 262.

St. 474.

St. 347, 459, 463, 465, 48s,
508, 509, 557, 559.

Stubble, 163-165, 212, 213.

Subbarin, 64.

Suez, 199.

Sugar and sugar-cane, 164, 226, 392, 393.

Sugar-mills, Jericho, 356, 392, 393.

Sukhrah, es, Sacred Rock, 497, 498.

Sultan, 45, 46, 147, 171, 178, 273, 450, 464.

Surafend, 67.

Sirafend, in Philistia, 148.

Swallows, 328, 329.

Swift, 329.

Swine, 307, 532.

Sycamenon, 67.

Sycamore, 87, 106, 158, 159, 170, 172, 174,
331, 361, 380.
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Traill’s Josephus, 292.

Treves, 491.

Tricomias, 240.

Triple Gate, 517.

Tripoli, 65, 176.

Tristram, H. B., canon, 294, 295, 314, 387,
394. 395.

True Cross, 490, 491.

Tuleil el Fil, 436, 437.

Tunnel, rock-cut, 459-461, 515.

Turks, Turkish, 107, 219, 235, 273, 350, 453,
476, 477, 481, 483, 503, 508, 538, 559, 567.

Tyre, 9, 13, 29, 65.

Tyropeeon, 420, 421, 453, 466-468, 500, 514—
517, 540, 561I.

UM EL 'ALLAK, 63.
Um el Fahm, 81.

Um el Jerrdr, 197, 198.
Uriah, 537.

Usury, 235, 236.
Uzziah, 160, 202.

VALLEY OF GIHON, 326, 420, 447, 449, 464,
467, 529.

Valley of Hinnom, 411, 420, 450, 451, 455,
456, 467, 540.

Valley of Jehoshaphat, 347, 406, 418, 425,
428, 429, 436, 437, 450, 455, 506, 518, 519,
521, 557.

Van de Velde, C. W. M., Lieutenant, 201,
329, 368.

Venison, 208, 255, 315§.

Verona, 225.

Vespasian, 123, 352, 353, 531, 566.

Via Dolorosa, 347, 488, 489, 557.

Vine and vineyards, 42, 46, 81, 98, 127, 128,
138, 140, 172, 193, 224, 241, 242, 277-282,
284, 286, 304, 319, 320, 327, 339, 562.

Vineyards of Hebron, 277-282, 284, 286,
304.

Virgil, 226.

Vulgate, 15.

WaDY 'AIN EL KCFF, 240.
Wady 'Aly, 117, 131, 132, 140.
Wady el "Aujeh, 355, 357.
Wady 'Arabah, 372.

Wady ’Asluj, 233.
“"Wady Beit Hantna, 143.
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Wady Bereikft, 317.

Wady Biyér, 323, 324, 326.

Wady el Firi'a, 359, 383.

Wady Gadis, 200.

Wady Guazzeh, 196, 197.

Wady Jaldd, 368.

Wady Jerdr, in the Negeb, 199.

Wady Kelt, 355, 357, 370, 376, 394-401, 405.

Wady Khiireitfin, see Adullam, cave.

Wady en Nir, see Kidron.

Wady Nawi'imeh, 356-358.

Wady es Seba’, 194, 297.

Wady es Sebta, 283.

Wady esh Sheri’ah, 196.

Wady Simsim, 178, 208,

Wady Sifsifeh, 64.

Wady Suleimén, 118.

Wady es Siint, see Elah, valley.

Wady es Siiny, 297.

Wady Strdr, 134, 137, 140, 141, 143, 145,
146, 148, 161, 228.

Wady et Teim, 106.

Wady Urtis, see Etham.

Wady Useit, 197.

Wady Zackariya, 118.

Wailing - place of the Jews, 466, 493, 494,
512, 513, 515, 526, 556.

Wall, first, Jerusalem, 419, 468, 486.

Wall, second, Jerusalem, 419, 468, 469, 486.

Wall, third, Jerusalem, 419, 435, 445, 446,
465, 468, 485, 518, 561.

Wall, north, Jerusalem, 463, 465, 467, 494,
561.

Wall, south, Jerusalem, 464, 493, 561.

Wall, east, Jerusalem, 464, 493.

Wall, west, Jerusalem, 464, 493, 494.

Wall, south-east angle, Jerusalem, 463, 466,
467, 517.

Warren, C., Captain, 143, 146, 170, 197, 460,
401, 493, 500, 506, 508, 509, 514-518, 540,

- 556.

War, civil, 139.

Watch-towers, 169, 279-281.

Water-spout, 83, 84.

Well, see Bir.

Wely, saint’s tomb, see Mukim.

Whale, g, 12, 13, 18.

Wheat, 10, 52, 58, 63, 81, 89, 90, 98, 107,
127, 132, 138, 149, 1§51, 153-156, 161, 162,
192, 195, 198, 227, 254, 310, 311, 539, 540.



Jamnia.
127, 200,
348, 380,
G.,
432, 550. ez,
* 103,
280, 281,
Arch, 515-518. 45T, 453, 455,
n, C. W., Major, 53, 461, 497, 514~ 513, 514, 5323, 525,
’, 526, 540. 563, 565.
'n, Dr., 271, 418, 438. Zion Gate, 529, 535.
3, Rev. E,, 199, 211, 233. 286288,
and wine- press, 116, 128, 149, 230, Zoan, 249.
» 291, 434. Zoar, 25, 371, 375, 376' 400.
m, 374, 383. ez, marsh, 63, 64, 73, 74.
’tt, Rev. Dr., 292. Zorah, 215, 224.
127. Zulagit, 478, 479.

» Arabic w'ar, 56, 57. Zikiim, see Balm of Gilead.





















