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Abstract
This research aimed at studying the first Palestinian parliamentary experiment on

the Palestinian land, through observing and analyzing the nature of the legislative
council and its role in democratization of the Palestinian society, and to know the
peculiarity of this experiment, analyzing it, and studying its positive and negative
sides. The research has also treated a basic problem regarding the demonstration
of the legislative council in building and promoting democracy and the way of its
performance in its legislative and oversight jurisdictions, especially in the course
of the new parliamentary experience and the absence of previous parliamentary
traditions that enable it of playing its role in a full manner. The research also
discussed to what extent the legislative council is able to promote the principle of
authority separation, mainly in the context of its relation with the executive
authority. The research also discussed to what extent the council is able to
promote the concept of popular oversight through its relation with the public and
the civil society institutions. The research covered the period lasted from 1996, in
which the Palestinian legislative council has been elected, to the year 2005, which
witnessed the end of the first legislative council experiment, and the preparation
of the second legislative elections.

The research included five chapters. The first chapter discussed briefly the
concept of democracy, its foundation, its development, its characteristics, and its
different forms. It also discussed the parliamentary democracy, especially the
parliamentary system, in some details. The second chapter studied the Palestinian
democratic or semi democratic experiments that Palestine witnessed during the
different eras of history, in addition to the Palestinian democratic experiment in
the Diaspora represented by Palestine Liberation Organization. The third chapter
concentrated on the conditions contributed to the establishment of the Palestinian
National Authority, the Palestinian legislative council, the Palestinian- Israeli
peace agreements upon which the national Authority has been established, and the
position of the legislative council within these agreements. The chapter also
discussed the experiment of the first legislative elections and its impact on the

Palestinian democracy. Moreover, it treated the new electoral system which will



be adopted in the second legislative elections. It also treated the parliamentary
blocs in the council that their existence formed an important criterion for the
internal democratic situation in the parliamentary councils. Chapter four discussed
the legislative and oversight functions of the council and their effect in enhancing
democracy in the Palestinian society. It also treated the principle of authority
separation in Palestine especially the relation between the legislative authority and
the executive authority, the stance of the executive authority towards the council
decisions, in addition to the legislative policy and laws ratification and the most
important obstacles that faced the council in activating its legislative role. On the
level of oversight role and performance of the council, the chapter showed the
means and equipments of oversight, accountability and questioning that the
legislative council used in facing the executive authority in order to promote the
principles of democracy during its work time, and the most important obstacles
faced the council in activating its oversight role. Chapter five discussed the
relation between the Palestinian legislative council and the public and the civil
society institutions. It studied the council promotion of the concept of democracy
by its interrelation with the public and the civil society institutions. It showed the
procedures and the different communication equipment that the council founded
to promote this relation. The chapter also discussed the ability of the citizens and
the civil society institutions to affect the council policy and trends. It also showed
the relation between the council and media and the most important obstacles that
faced it in activating and enhancing its relation with the public and the civil
society institutions. Finally, the conclusion presented general assessment of the
legislative council experiment regarding the aspects of the research. It concluded
that the role of the legislative council in promoting democracy in the Palestinian
society has been identified as limited in the last years either by its traditional roles
represented in legislation and oversight towards the actions of the executive
authority, or by its relation with the public and the civil society institutions. It was
unable to practice its role as it has been expected. The conclusion has also
presented a group of recommendations regarding the activation of the legislative

performance abstracted from the research.
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(9/ 3/714)




191

2004/7/22 9/3/716 20
-15
.2002/5/16
2005/4/26 10/1/855 21
@)
#
1/35/143 1997/1/23-22 1
.1997
1997

1/35/144 1997/1/23 -22 2

2/3/156
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.1/37/149

1997/2/4

2/4/158

-9-8
1997/4/10

1997/5/7 -6

1998/9/2

3/8/321

1998/8/31

1999

3/11/361

1997

1999/1/28
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#

4/ 4/338 1999/6/22 9

- 5/ 1/451 2000/4/5 10

- 5/1/463 2000/5/17 A1
)

2000/8/3 12

2000/10/4 13




194

#
5/1/505 2000/11/6 14
- _ 15
- / 2003/9/6 16
8/ 4/620
.2003/4/29
8
- 1997/5/7-6 1
1997/4/14 2/5/160
1997/5/28-27 2/11/173
( )
1998 /
20 - 1997/7/31 2
(2/26/235)

-- | 1998/3/19-17 3

.1998
3/6/269 1998/5/11 4

1998

1998/6/15
1998/6/24
1998/6/24
.1998/6/29
—— | 1999/1/13-7 5
1999/3/25 3/11/361 1999/3/15 -6
1999
1999/4/5

- 2000/3/29 T




195

%10
%2

17 51

- 2002/9/11

15

- 2003/9/4

9

1997

1997/4/30-29

1999/1/27

.(2000

30 — 1999

)

42

(2000

) -(23)




