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Abstract

The Palestinian National Liberation Movement (Fattah) is among the largest
factions and political movements that formed the Palestine Liberation
Organization (PLO) in specific and the entire political movements in
Palestine in general.

Fattah has played a major role in formulating the political process in
Palestine. The Movement individually led the Palestinian Authority (PA)
and played a major role in the making of the Palestinian political system
from the aftermath of signing the Declaration of Principles, later known as
Oslo 1 in 1993 between the PLO and Israel, until the holding of the
legislative elections early 2006.



Involvement in the implementation of the Oslo Accord 1 and the agreements
with the Israeli occupation that followed had an impact on Fattah and the
PA, which the Movement had established. The failure of the agreements and
the outbreak of what was later known as the Second Intifada (Uprising) of
the Palestinian people in the West Bank and Gaza Strip also had an impact
on the Movement.

This research will seek to establish an answer for the following question:
What is the effect of the Oslo Accords and the Second Intifada on Fattah and
the PA?

Fattah solely laid the foundations of the PA in the aftermath of signing the
Oslo Accords. The majority of the Palestinian political powers either
declined to take part in the process until the date of the 2006 legislative
elections or chipped in under Fattah umbrella and standpoints.

The features and shape of the PA were determined in accordance with Fattah
visions, interests, and considerations. There was an almost full integration
between the Movement and the PA thus creating a group of "supporters"
who were joined by the interest of sharing what is gained from the control
over the apparatuses and institutions of the PA. This group constituted a

3

network of clients, created by Arafat, from his supporters and loyalists who
were subject to almost absolute submission to his individualist leadership,
which transformed the PA into quasi new patrimonial forms that were
common among many neighboring developing countries.

This research will seek to diagnose the standing of Fattah and the PA in light
of the Oslo Agreements and the outbreak of the Second Intifada phase. The
diagnosis will be through a review of literature on patrimonial and cliental
regimes as well as literature on transformation into democratic systems and
analyzing the standpoints, steps, practices, and political and administrative
applications of Fattah and the PA.
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